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A JOURNEY IN INDIA, &c. 



VICTOR JACQUEMONT. 



TO MADAME FANNY DE PEREY, PARIS. 

Zocdheeana, February 22nd 1831, on Ihe 
bankt qfthe Sutlidge. 

My dear Fanst, — It is lon^ since I wrote to yon ; 
but really if yon knew the extent of my correspondence, 
yoa would not be surprised at receiTing so few of my 
letters. 

Lord William 'Bentinck has just sent me the French 
papers of the months of July and August 1630 ; they 
contain the latest news I have received fromEnrope. 
These papers acquaint me with the change of sitna- 
tion of some of my friends, besides many other things ; 
but I would willingly exchange all this news for a few 
lines from Porphyre or my Mher. 

There are two ex-majesties here, who preserve the 
tide, and before whom I did not appear without taking 
off my shoes. These are Shah Zem an and Shah Shoud- 
jah his brother, formerly kings of Cabul, Afghanistan, 
and Cashmeer. They were great sovereigns twenty 
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2 A JODRNEY IN INDIA, TIBET, 

jears ago. The British GoremmeDt sent them a mag- 
iiific«iit embassy, and sought their alliance, at the period 
when the presence of General Gardanne at Teheran 
raised some suspicion in the cabinet of Calcutta with 
r^vrd to the views, generally not very pacific, of your 
friend, the great man, as Courier used to say. Mr. 
Elphinstone, the British Ambassador, disputed for a 
fortnig-ht with the grand master of the ceremonies, and 
the chamberlains of Sbah Shoudjah, concerning the eti- 
quette of his presentation. The King agreed at last to 
receive from Mr. Elphinstone only thirty-nine bows ; 
whilst he himself would appear tui instant at the window, 
the Ambassador remaining with his whole suite in the 
court-yard, at a distance of three'or four hundred paces. 
His ex-majesty has the most magnificent black beard 
I ever saw ; and I found him a very gracious person^^. 
A pensioner on British generosity, to which in trutJi he 
has no claim. Shah Shoudjah lives here in freedom, but 
under the surveillance of the British political agent, my 
present host. By this officer I was taken to a private 
audience of ^e Shah, with whom I spent an hour con- 
versing about Cashmeer, whither I am going. He 
jbrmerly waged war against it, from Cabul, his country 
— from his mountains, of which he spoke with affecting 
eloquence. Do you remember that the women at Paris 
broke open the doors of the hotel Sinet, to see the Tunis 
envoy's handsome secretary ? I know not what they 
would do if Shah Shoudjah went to Paris : the national 
guard would not be sufficient to maintain public order, 
he is so handsome ! The old Emperor, Shah' Zeman, 
has had his eyes put out. He spends his time in devo- 
tion, which however does not prevent his having a 
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lai^ har«m. He related to me his pilgrimage to Mecca, 
which he andertook after hie miafbrtunes, sad subi^ 
quently to his blindnesB. There is a nnmerons coloof~l 
of CaijlimeerianB here, who manti&ctnre shawls umilar 
to thoee of their own country, but genendly of inferior | 
qoality. Were I richer I would bring yon a couple,' 
or rather 6om Cashmeer, where I ahall be in two 
months ; but I most not think of it> 
I am well, very well. Adieu, my dear Mend. 



TO M. POEPHTRE JACQUBMONT, PARIS. 

LtHtdheeana, on the batJis ^Ute SiUUdgt, 
Ft67fuiTy23Td\Si\. 

Mt dbab Pohphvre, — If yoa knew how I write in 
the open air, often upon my knee, a tomb, or any thing 
else I can find, you would not be surprised at the want 
of coherence in my letters. 

On the 16th instant, I wrote from this place a short 
tetter to our &ther. I hare paid off all arrears of 
correspondence before I ctobh the Sutledge, whidh alone 
separates me from the Punjab; but I hare apprised 
thoee to whom I write, that when I reach the opposite 
bank, — silence I I answer no one, 

Lord William has just sent me the Conttitutvmnels 
for the months of July and August, up to the 26th. 
Af y head ia still confused with them. I am a royalist to 
exceest although certain things here and there do not 
^uite please me. In other respects, it is quite delight- 
bA. Wo are all honourable now: for instance, our 
Hither is an honourable metaphysician, you are an 
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honourable captain, I am an honourable traveller, Frederic 
ia an faononrable merchant ; in short, were we nothing; 
that we are, ve Bhould be honourable married men, or 
at least honourable bachelors. That strange Hungarian 
ongtuel, whom 1 met in Tibet, wrote to me one day is 
English on an immense sheet of paper : " Sir, I hava 
the honour to aclinowledge the receipt of the letter 
which you did me the honour to write to me yesterday, 
andj have the honour to be, &c. &c." I sent him to 
the devil with his honour, and replied with friendship, 
that he was out of his senses. What should I say to 
la grande nation, which collectively is the honourable 
French people? What a farce ! — Adieu ; I shall per- 
haps write to you a^in to-morrow. William Fraser 
sends me word from Delhi that his afiairs with the 
powers at Calcutta are taking a bad turn, and that he 
despairs of joining me in the Punjab. I am sorry 
for it. 

An English ship is going, for the first time, up the 
Indus and the Ravee, to convey to Lahore a present 
of Norman and Flemish horses, which the king of 
Great Britain is sending to Runjeet Sing. On the 
other hand, my arrival at Loodheeana is known at La- 
hore and at Umbritsir; and the report prevalent in the 
bazaar (literally, in the market, which corresponds 
with the talk of the cafes and streets with us) is, that 
my arrival at the same time as the British envoy con- 
ceals some design. I am represented as a sort of secret 
minister from the king of France, deputed to the Rajah. 
As a traveller of my species does not answer the de- 
scription of any these people have seen before, J am 
exposed to all sorts of absnrd interpretations. Kenedy 
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VTjtes me tbat his pett^ Rajahs, whom I saw Inst year, 
take it for granted that I am one of the Governor- 
general's aides-de-camp. Well I there is no great harm 
in that. Kanjeet knows very well who I am. M. 
Allard writes me hoai. Lahore that his Rajab (Runjeet) 
talks of the pleasure be shall hare in seeing m^~ 
flummery — he is a perfect old fox. Adieu, till to- 
morrow. I embrace yon with all my heart. 



TO M. ACHILLE CHAFER. 

Loodheeana, on Die banks of the Satiedge, 
Febnmry Zith 1830. 

I OFTBN tbtnk of you, my friend, but seldom write 
to you, because, at the distance which divides ns, the 
ordinary dimensions of a letter would not satisfy me, 
and I bare not leisure to converse with you at sufScient 
length to make you acquainted with my internal and 
external existence, I recollect, however, that I wrote 
to yon last summer from Tibet Have you received my 
letter? I re-entered India on the ^th of October, 
through the eternal snows of the Himalaya, and rei 
smned my researches on its southern slope. On the 
15tb of November, I left the mountains. A month 
after I returned to Delhi, where I was detained till the 
end of Januuy. Now I am journey iag towards Cash- 
meer. To-morrow, or next day, I shall cross the Sut- 
ledge ; and although I shall enter a country absolutely 
independent of the British power, and even deemed 
hMtile to it, I shall not lose all the advantages of British 
pn>t«ctioD. A sort of court coquetry with the Goveruor- 
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gBDerctl, induces Rnnjeet Sing to allow me to enter his 
dominionB ; a &Tour which the cahinet of Calcutta had 
hitherto invarislily refhsed to aek of this prince for everjr 
other traveller. In the Pnnjah, therefore, I shall not 
only be perfectly safe, but meet with kindness and distinci- 
tion. The Rajah sends bis prime tniniater's Hon to meet 
■ttt%. I shallletthemdoBS they please till Iget to Lahore; 
but there I shall h%g Runjeet Singto release me fromtbess 
tiresome honours, and allow me to pursne my jonmey 
incog, with only one of his household serrantSi who will 
serve as my guide, and command respect in case of need. 
My intention is to visit not only Cashmeer, bat all 
the nnknown part of the Himalaya, extending^ from the 
Sutledge to the Indus, and to re-enter India through 
Tibet. On my return from this expedition, I shall 
have completed half of a general work vrhich will embrace 
tiie whole Himalaya from the Indus to the Bnrram- 
pooter ; and my most ardent desire would be to continue 
this work, which two years will suffice to finish. I have 
written to the Minister of the Interior to inform him of 
my project, and request the means of executing it. I 
think it would do some honour to the spirit t^ scientific 
enterprise of our nation. A chain of fortuitous circnm- 
■tanccR offers me numerous advantages to fiivonr its 
accomplishment, and such as no otJier traveller could ex- 
pect. Every thing helps me, even my French nationality, 
is doubtful whether Runjeet Sing's jealous mistrust 
would have allowed him to grant to a British traveller that 
which he grants me ; and, again, the personal kindness 
of the Governor-general is extended over me thronghout 
the provinces subject to his authority. Add to this, a 
condition which is generally wanting in this country to 
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dioee who lead the laborions and Etctive life that I do 
— ^perfect health ; lastly, a correct knowledge of the two 
languages, Hindoatanee and English. I prefer concen- 
trating my labours on a apace so magnificently marked 
out by nature, to scattering or losing myself in the vast- 
neee of all Asia. If my plan is well received, I shall 
gire up all thoughts of seeing Persia and Asia Minor. 
I am now sufficiently well informed about those coun- 
tries) to be couTinced that the journey in the Himalaya, 
which I am now performing, promises better results 
than any other. 

I do not suffer firom the solitariness of my life- 
Whatever consolation or happiness I may hare found 
in friendship, when I was with my friends, it is only 
since my lot has cast me so fiir from them, that I hare 
adequately appreciated all the delights of that feeling. 
I am not alone t If your thoughts follow me they will 
sometimes meet me. Ah I how often I have secretly 
conversed with you since we parted. Since that day I 
have recMved but one letter fivm yon, which I keep 
by me, with several others to which I attach equal 
value ; and when I am annoyed, I repemse these letters 
always with renewed pleasure. I have a great deal to 
praise in the men of this country (I mean the British). 
I almost always find some sympathy in them, and some- 
times a lively one. I have seen few who are not cordially, 
disposed towards me, and whom the world wonld not 
call my friends ; and I give this sacred name to two 
men, whom I did not know till I came to this country. 
They have won my heart and given me theirs. I cannot 
tell what it is in them that has captivated me. They 
are both twenty year* older than myself and both nn- 
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8 A JOURNEY IN INDIA, TISBT, 

happy — one from hie situation, the other from hiS' 
temper of mind. 

I would epeak to you of the scenes that surronnd 
me ; but their interest disappears in my eyes, before 
the grandeur of the scene now beheld in France. It 
was in descending from the Himalaya into the plains of 
India that I received from a Calcutta newspaper the 
first intimation of those great events. Since that time, 
other vessels have arrived from Europe, which have- 
brought a continuation of the particulars ; and a mes- 
senger of the Governor-general, who is now near Delhi, 
has just delivered to me the series of Cotulituliotmel* 
fm July and August. 

The reading of these papers has left a painful im- 
pression on my mind : the fatigue of having lived a 
month in twenty hours — and such a month too I Shall. 
I confess to you that the particulars of the reality have 
destroyed the brilliant vision which I had formed of a, 
still purer and greater glory F 

The ordinances of the 25th of July attacked the 
rights of the whole nation. But their attack was more 
direct upon certain classes : the richer and better in- 
formed, who had the exclusive privilege of the electoral 
right, and whose affluent circumstances and education, 
made them enjoy, in a greater degree, the blessings of the 
liberty of the press. It was therefore the duty of the 
richer and more enlightened classes to be the first in 
this contest I Nevertheless It appears to me that 
during the three days they kept behind the people. I 
have rend the lists of kilted, and have found bat one 
name that I know. 

This is not enough ! a single name is not sufficient t 



It is the people who have achieved the rerolntion— the 
people rather tbaa we ; and yet it was rather our duty 
to achieve it than that of the people. It was against 
ns rather than against the people that war had been 
declared. 

The conrage and moderation of the people are ad- 
mirable ; but the triumph would have been still more 
glorious, had it been won by other hands, by outs. It 
would then have borne a stamp of political morality. 

Among the victims, I see a great number of poor 
mechanics, inhd)itants of the Faubourgs. The killed 
and wounded indicate sufficiently to what classes the 
majority of the combatants belonged. Among them 
were unhappy mechanics, destitute of all political edu- 
cation, and who donbtleas could not even read. The 
liberty of the press should not have stood in need of 
the support of such defenders. I honour their courage 
— I bless it, since it has probably saved us from n 
civil war at least ; but, if I am not strangely mistaken 
about the deplorable ignorance that still afflicts the 
lower ranks of society, it was nnreflecting hatred only 
which »rmed the people against the Government. 

After this great victory, I dreamt of a new ere in 
political honesty, a new species of intercourse between 
nations, and a new eloquence for the tribune and the 
press — I created a Utopia I The Constitutionnel has 
miserably overtnmed these fine speculations. It still 
speaks of the neceuiltes of the times. What means this 
ja^on? We continue to wallow in the puddle of 
parliamentary cant, and this corropt mode of expression 
is but the symbol of not very pure ideas. 

1 know not the fitte of M. Victor de Tracy's motion. 
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on the abolition of capital puDishment. If it is rejected, 
and the ministers of the 25tfa of July are condemned 
and executed, they will inspire the amall number of 
sincere men helonging to their party with the same 
interest which we hare for the memory of those noble 
youths who died for freedom in 162^. God forbid that 
I should compare the two ! — but both have fallen victims 
to a defeat, after an attack upon the law. The martyrs 
of freedom bad in their favour the internal feeling, the 
confidence in the justice of their cause, in the morality 
of their action, and assuredly that was not the motive 
of • • "'s rashness. But M. de Polignac's life has 
been uniform : it is absurdly consequent upon the {Hin* 
ciple of absolute Government in France vested in » 
^ngle ikmily. Possibly he thought he was acting for 
the best ; — bnt as he has violated the taw, let him be 
punished. I hate, but have some pity for him. Let 
ns beware of saying : " Blood for blood ! " 

Popular insurrections have begun in the Netherlands ; 
but their debut is not glorious. This, however, arises 
from the conardice of the middle classes, who hare 
taken no part in the movement. The iiiture prospects 
of Spain seem melancholy. The vanguard of Spanish 
civilisation consists of scarcely a few thousand men ; 
and this little force ia four or five centuries in advance 
of the rest of the nation, which remains too far behind 
them, to understand their motives or to support them. 
It is the same with Italy. 

At Delhi, I resumed the tricolour cockade. The 
ancient capital of Timnr, which has been for twenty- 
eight years in possession of the British, is occupied by 
a strong European garrison. It is also the seat of a vast 
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politiGal, jndici&l, and civil Residency. On the 30tb of 
December last, all the officers of the British Gorern- 
ment joined in inviting me to a patriotic dinner in 
commemoration of the French revolution. The thunder 
of British cannon accompanied oar cheers for the victory 
of freedom. Strangle ransJc for the descendant of Tininr, 
who could hear it from his palace ! For my own part 
I never heard any that awoke in me such enthusiasm. 

Adien, my dear and amiable fnend ; I most return 
to Loodheeana, from which my thoughts were already 
-very far. I have notes and collections to arrange, 
workshope to visit, and a thousand other things to do 
besides. Adieu — speak of me to my friends with the 
feelings which you know I entertain for them. Adiev. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE EIJ>ER, PARIS. 

'Loalhetana, on the iankt oflht SHlUdge, 
FtbTuaryKlh 1831, 

My dear Father, — Maharajah Runjeet Sing is an 
old fox, compared to whom the most skilful of oar 
diplomatists is a simpleton. At Loodheeana I expected 
to find the passports which had been promised me by 
his minister at Delhi, but they were not yet come. 
Rnnjeet had written to the British political agent 
residing at Loodheeana (my present host); and though 
all the while protesting how great his pleasure would bo 
in seeing me, he was attempting to begin over again an 
sfiair already concluded, and to gain time with me. I 
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12 A JOURNEY IN INDIA, TIBET, 

migpht have cut the mstter short, and gone on ; but as 
we everf day expected a fresh messenger from him, I 
waited in patience. Tbie mesBenger is at last anired. 
The Rajah, or to speak more politely, the Maharajah^ 
sends the son of his prime minister to receive me on 
iJie frontier, that is at Falur, on the further bank of the 
Sutledge. Runjeet himself has marked my stages to 
his capital, where I shall entreat him to deliver me from 
these importunate honours. Umbritsir, the sacred city 
of the Sikbs, lies on my road; my traveUing companion 
will do the honours there. As the country from this 
place to Lahore is nothing but a great plain, cultivated 
in a uniform manner, I shall not have much to see, and 
shall avail myself of this circumstance to lire as much 
as possible with my spy. I say spy, because one of his 
duties is to despatch a messenger every evening to the 
'Rajah, to acquaint him with what I have been doing 
during the day ; — whether I have gone on foot, or on 
horseback, or on an elephant ; whether I have hunted 
or made drawings ; whether I am satisfied or otherwise, 
&c. &c. I know not what particnlars he may fevour 
the Rajah with. You may &ncy me on the road to 
Lahore, starting at day-break on horseback, with my 
young companion prancing away near me, and a respect- 
able troop of horse following us, the elephants in the 
rear, and some servants on ibot. At each lialt, the chief 
men in the place will come to pay their respects to me, 
being . introduced by the minister's son ; and their 
respects are never unattended with rupees. They will he 
very agreeably surprised at seeing me touch their 
^ifering, without pocketing it. On the road I shall go 
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on conversing with my companion, he in Peraiant I in 
HindoHtaneei bat which will grow more and more 
Persian eyery day. 

I here increase my iuroiture by a chair and a carpet) 
as I have a thousand visits to expect from people who 
are of sufficient Tank to sit in my presence, and not to 
walk on the groirnd barefooted. M. Allard writes to 
me frequently, that he is anxious to see me ; and for 
my own part I feel very much disposed to like hiin. 
There is another European at Lahore, named Ventura, 
an Italian, who has served in our armies, and enjoys, 
on this side of the water, a great reputation for skill and 
bravery. He commands Runjeet's infantry — M. Allard 
being at the head of the cavolty. His letters give me 
& notion that he has literary knowledge and taste. 

Yon can ask at tbe library of the Institute for the 
" Account of Kaubul by Elphinstone." In it yon will 
find a great deal of information about the country to 
which I am going ; for Mr. Elphiostoue returned from 
his embasBsy to Peshawer, through the country of the 
Sikhs, of which, at that time, Rnnjeet was far from 
being in entire possession. 

The two ex-majesties of Cabnl, who are here, received 
me with less ceremony than one of them, Shah Shoud- 
joh, imposed on Mr. Elphinstone, twenty-two years 
ago. These Afghans are magnificent men. I paid 
Shah Sboudjah a very long visit, because he delighted 
me by relating the wonders of his mountains of Cabul 
and his ex-paradise of Cashmeer. 
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I have thiB moment received the following lines irom 
M. ALwd. 

" Maharajah has just ordered the Bon of the Fskheer 
Ezia £1 Din, to start with thirty horsemen and meet 
you. We hope, therefore, to embrace you soon. The 
young Fakheer, Shah Ezis £1 Din, sets out at the same 
time as these few words ; but the horseman who will be 
the bearer of them will be two days before him on 
the road, in order that you may be in readiness to cross 
the Sutledge when this young nobleman arrives at 
Falur," &c. 

I hold myself ready, therefore, to start the day af[«r 
to-morrow, and these lines are the last I, shall write to 
you from British India. M. Allard has an agent here 
who speaks Hindostanee and Persian equally well: I 
shall take him to Lahore with me, in order to perfect 
myself in the pronunciation of the occasional devilish 
Arabic consonants, which are more rare in Hindostanee 
than in Persian, and of a less ^ttural sound. I hope 
to write to you from Lahore in less than a fortnight, 
and give you a good account of Runjeet. 

There was a little ice this morning, but it is the last 
cold of winter, and the sun is already very hot at ten 

I have still the same horse which has carried me 
from Calcutta to the foot of the Himalaya. He conti- 
nues to joatiiy the reputation of bad temper given to 
sorrels. Bot I am grown more canning than he, and 
since I left Benares he has not thrown me once. 
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Jaiges of borse-flesh iayent tbeorieB in which I do not 
■t all believe. They wy that an Arab of ordinary size 
wonld have some trouble in carrying a man of my weight. 
Well, my tattoo is much under the size of sn Arab ; fae 
often does hard woric/ond was never behind hand : not 
once has his foot slipped since he hss had the honour of 
carrying my majesty ; be is never ill — neyer lame— r 
never galled- I consider, myself, moreover, a very good 
horseman ; of a species, however, which I confess, is not 
very classical. I am quite used to my long beard, and 
I know of nothing more comfortable. I really believe 
that we are vprong in depriving ourselves of this orna- 
ment, which, if you like, yon may call natural ; and 
that many a toothach proceeds from the nakedness of 
our jaws. 

Lord W. Bentinck, and Lord Dalhousie, the com* 
mander-in -chief, are, at present, the one at Meerut, the 
other at Knmal, on their way to Semlo. The baggage 
of the former is carried by a hundred and three elephants, 
thirteen hundred camels, and eight hundred wagons 
drawn by bullocks. Two regiments, one of cavalry, 
the other infantry, serve as his escort ; yet I am 
going to Lahore with only one wagon and a couple of 
camels. 

No French "ships have arrived aince the Gange, 
which left Bourdeaux on the lltb of August; there 
have been no departures either. I presume, therefore, 
that the enormous quantity of letters which I have 
written for six weeks past, and sent to Cbandemagore 
under cover to Sir E. Ryan, who is to forward them to 
M. Joseph Cordier, have reached that place, but are not 
yet on their way to Europe. 
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It is impossible to talk of politics, for I should never 
leave off. la a list of prefects, I see Duaoyer and 
Cliaper side by aide> I am writing' to both. 

Adieu, my dear &ther ; speak of me kiodly to those 
of my friends to whom I have not had time to write. I 
Lave health, coarage, and hope. Write me very long 
letters, and make Porphyre follow yonr example. 



TO. M. JACaUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 



My deae Fatheb,— The day before yesterday I 
took leave of my amiable host of Loodheeana, Captain 
Wade, mounted m^ elephant, and, gurronnded by a 
troop of Sikh cavalry, crossed the Sutledge. A squad- 
ron drawn up on the right bank of the river received 
me, on my landing, with military honours, and escorted 
me to my tent, near which it remained under arms, 
till the arrival of my Mehmandar*, Pakheer Shah El 
Din, who soon came, accompanied by several officers. 
Wade had given me a lesson in Sikh etiquette, and I 
repeated it without difficulty. The young Fakbeer took 
the greatest interest in the conversation: he nsed the 
most suppliant forma to put into my hands a heavy bag 
of money, whilst a number of his attendants marched 
past my tent, depositing at the door a laige basket 
of fruit, and a jar of cream or preserves. This was a 
present from the Rajah. I begged Shah El Din to 
write to his Highness, and express my thanks, giving 
* A Persbn word, literallj-, lbs guai'dlan of hosptality. Author's No'.e. 



■,Xi00tjk 



LAHOBS AHD CA8HMEER. 17 



llim to understand, howeTer, that I expected no less 
from his hospitality. 

In the erenin^, I enjoyed myself in a more quiet way. 
I made a long excursion upon the level banks of the 
Sntledge. without being attended by the importunate 
honours which I dreaded. No inquisitive iece came to 
spoil the landscape ; and I felt as free as on the banks 
of the Niagara. On my return to the camp, my Meh- 
mandar's secretary having come to receive orders for the 
morrow, I appointed the hour of departare, and fixed the 
place for the next encampment. I performed the jour- 
ney on an elephant, and alone, according to my taste. 
This solitude, however, is comparative ; for I was not 
without half a dozen servants on foot, and as many 
horsemen. But in the East, such is the grandeur of 
Self, that it easily absorbs a dozen men and horses. ' 

Fakheer Shah £1 Din, as I bad not invited him to 
travel in company with me, marched two or three mJles 
in the rear with the squadron. Soon after I reached 
the camp, I received a message firom him, requesting 
to know when it would be convenient for me to see him. 
He soon arrived with his compliments of the day before, 
another bag of money, and provisions of all kinds. In 
the evening I paid him a visit, a civility which he bad 
a right to expect from me, but perhaps not so early. 
He exhausted himself in the saperlatives of Persian 
gratitude. I soon withdrew, as I bad come, to the sound 
of trumpets. Were it not for my long beard, which 
continually tells me that I am a grave personage, my 
seriousness would not have been proof against this 
music ; but I kept my countenance till my return to my 

VOL. ir. c 
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camp, vheo I shut myself np in my tent, Jn order to' 
laug^h &t the sublime part I am placing, and agiaJn take 
posseaaion of mj own identity. In India, it is the 
custom in speaking of one's self to say we, — a form of 
no great modesty ; but eince I have passed the Sutledge, 
J speak of myself only in the third person, as follows : 
the Sabib (that is the lord), is not tired — the lord is 
cbarmed at seeing your lordship — express the lord's 
respects to the king — the lord invites yonr lordship to 
mount the lord's elephant, &c. There are more lordt 
in a quarter of an hour in my Sikh conversation, than 
in all Racine's tragedies. 

Fakheer Shah El Din came yesterday to ask how I 
was, and offer his compliments in the nsual form ; that 
is to say, with another bag of money, the snperlatives of 
yesterday, and provisions ad infinitam. He presented 
to me, at the same time, the Governor of the city, a 
venerable grey-beard of the old school, who related to me 
the war between Lord Lake and the Mahrattas, when 
they took refuge in the Punjab. The Governor bad an 
endless retinue ; and to turn my visiters oot politely, 
I proposed to my Mehmandar to take a ride through 
the city on my elephant. I told the grey-beard that 
I was in despair at being unable to have him for a com- 
paoion. 

I am just returned. Never did any one receive so 
discordant a serenade as the clatter with which the 
Jollindur musicians are now regaling me. Through my 
cloth walls I do not miss a single note, and I am not 
yet Alcibiades enough to take pleasure in such music. 
I spend the time in writing to you, because I could not 
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do better, whilst waiting- for this din to cease ; and, at 
the mnsicianB play by the king's orders, the least I can 
do is to bear the infliction patiently. 

But, yon will say, what is there in the hags that yoa 
are collecting P — a hundred and one rupees, or about 
two hundred and fifty francs. If Uunjeet Sing thinks 
himself obliged to treat his friends after this ftuhion, I 
can easily understand why he is reluctant to receive 
visits. I ask myself where this attention on his part 
will end ? At Lahore, perhaps ; but certainly not 
before. Now, as there are six days* journey from hence 
to Lahore, I shall collect, before I arrive there, six hun- 
dred and six rupees,toadd to the three hundred and three 
which I have condescended to pocket since the day 
before yesterday. Till now I had always detested the 
slowness of travelling in India, but Runjeet Sing has 
arguments which would reconcile me to the speed of a 
tortoise. Here am I become as covetous as if I were 
rich. It is from a refinement of avarice that I regret 
not having more of those large Spanish doubloons which 
I brought to Calcutta; I would have offered them to 
him as a nuzzer, on tbe day of my presentation, whereas 
I shall be obliged to give him some Indian pieces of 
gold, to which he will pay but little attention. 

I know not whether it is an optical illusion, but the 
Punjab and its inhabitants please me much. Perhaps, 
yon will say that it is because I see them through a 
shower of gold. But the unsophisticated Sikhs of this 
country have a simplicity and open honesty of manner, 
which a European relishes the more, aiter two years' 
residence or travelling in India. Their fanaticism is 
c2 
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extinct, and Bach is their tolerance, that Rnnjeet's Grand 
Vizier (my Mebmandar's &ther] ie a MusBulmann ; so 
are his two brothers ; and }ret all are equallj'in the good 
graces of the Sikh monarch. 

Lord William will soon be at Semla. Runjeet will 
send my Mebmandar'a father to compliment him. Wads 
will conduct the Sikh Ambassador from Loodheeana to 
Semla, and will afterwards come to Lahore, bearing in 
retnm the GoTemor-general's compliments to the Rajah. 
I received.another letter from Lord William before 1 left 
Loodbeeana: he promised me the French papers for 
September ; and I expect to receive them at I<ahore, 
with letters from yon j for I know that « Bordeaux ship 
which stuled in September, is just arrived in Bengal. 
So adieu till then, if I do not resume this gossip before, 
to speak to yon Umbritsir, of the holy city of the Sikhs, 
throngh which I shall soon pass. 

LoAore, I2tt Marth. 

I skip the holy city to arrive the quicker at Lahore. 
Yesterday, at two leagues from the latter city, I met 
M. Allardand two other French officers, MM. Ventura 
and Court, who were coming to meet me in a calash 
and four. We aU alighted, and 1 gave M. Atlard a fervent 
embrace. He introduced me to his brother officerst 
and we all got into the carriage. An hour after, having 
crossed a wild conntry, covered, like the environs of 
Delhi, with the ruins of Mogul grandeur, we alighted 
at the entrance of a delicious oasis, consisting of a large 
parterre of carnations, irises, and roses, with walks of 
orange trees and jasmine, bordered with basins, in which 
a multitude of little fountains were playing. In the centre 
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of this beautiful garden was alittle palace, furnished with 
extreme luxury and elegance. This ie my abode. 
Breakfast served up on plate await«d ua in the ba]l> I 
spent the day in wandering with my new friends through 
the walks of the garden, and suffering myself to be 
stifled with their caresses. You may imagine the excess 
of our curiosity on both sides. Might, however, came 
very quickly, and we were obliged to part ; for M. 
Allard's residence and that of M. Court are more than 
two leagues from my habitation, and people scarcely 
ever travel at night in the environs of Lahore. I 
remained alone in the enchantment of my new residence, 
which is quite like the &iry palaces of the Arabian 
Nights' Entertunments. 

In the evening, my Mehmandar, who had informed 
the King of my arrival, came to bring me his Majesty's 
congratulations and presents. The latter consisted of 
exquisite grapes from Cabul, delicious pomegranates 
from the same country, a collection of the choicest 
fi-nits, and, lastly, a purse of five hundred rupees. A 
splendid dinner was served up by torch-light, by a host 
of servants richly clad in silk. I had the courage to 
take as usnal only bread, milk, and fruit. I ought to 
be grateful to this r^men for permitting ne to reach 
Umbritsir on horseback, without the least inconve- 
nience. 

This morning I was awakened by M. AUard and M. 
Ventura, who were going to the King, from whom they 
had received, at midnight, a summons to attend him 
this morning. You must know that I enjoy (I know 
not how) such celebrity at Lahore, that every body 
longs to see me, and Rnnjeet is not the least among 
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the carious. It is to enjoy a foretaste of this pleasnr« 
that he desires a visit from these gentlemen at so 
unusual an hour. He knows that they spent the day 
witli me yesterday ; and he will be fully acquainted 
with me by the time I am presented to him, which, no 
doubt, I shall be to-day, or to-morrow at the furthest. 
Adieu! I leave you, that I may Pertianize a little 
more the insolent compliments I intend paying him, 
and those which I shall not refuse myself in bis pre- 
sence. M. Allard said just now that I knew every- 
thing — that I had seen everything — that I was ac- 
quainted with the whole earth; and soch being the 
persuasion of the respectable public of Lahore, I shall 
take very high ground even with the King. Too much 
honour cannot be paid to a man like me — that is the 
point whence I must start. 

Lahore, March I6lh. 
I have several tiroes spent a couple of hours in 
conversing with Runjeet " de omni re scribili et gui- 
btisdam aliie" His conversation is like a nightmare. 
He is almost the first inqumtive Indian I have seen; 
and his curiosity balances the apathy of the whole of hh 
nation. He has asked me a hundred thousand questions 
about India, the British, Europe, Bonaparte, this 
world in general and the next, hell, paradise, the sonl, 
God, the devil, and a myriad of others of the same kind. 
He is like all people of rank in the East, an imaginary 
invalid ; and as he has a numerous collection of the 
greatest beauties of Cashmeer, and the means of paying 
for a better dinner than any one else in this country, he 
is generally annoyed that he cannot drink h'ke a fish 
without being drunk, or eat like an elephant and escape 
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a surfeit We conversed minutely about his coniplaiiits, 
bat the words were well wrapped up on either side. 
The day before yesterday, in full court, that is in the 
open field, on a fine Persian carpet upon which we were 
seated, surronnded by some thousands of soldiers, he 
sent for five young grirls irom his harem whom he made 
to sit down before me, and concerning whom he asked 
my opinion. I had the candour to say that I thought 
them very pretty, which was not a tenth part of what I 
thought of them. He made them sing:, tnezxa voce, a 
little Sikh air, which their pretty faces made me think 
agreeable ; and he told me that he had a whole regiment 
of them, whom sometimes he ordered to mount on 
horseback for his amusement. He promised to afford 
■ue an opportunity of seeing them. 

The fonr Frenchmen (two of them by the way are 
Italians,) who are at the head of his armies, which they 
have trained very well in the European discipline, often 
excite his suspicions, although he has had ten years' 
experience of tbeir good feitb, honesty, and attach* 
ment to himself. He sometimes suspects that they are 
Englishmen or Russians ; and the poor fellows, whom, 
however, he pays very well, and does not use badly, 
are compelled to be very circumspect, in order to pre- 
serve his confidence. I spoke to him bo as to keep up 
the semi-officiality of the British character which I had 
brought with me. It is of all titles the best in the 
estimation of a p^«n like Runjeet. I eulogised the 
strength, honesty, and pacific policy of the Government 
of Calcutta; and Unnjeet, when I had done, said, that 
the Governor-general and he were but two hearts in 
one body. In sum, he pleases me extremely ; and when 
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I am not at court, he laviahes the highest encominma 
on me. Yesterday, in my absence, he landed me at a 
demi-god, and greatly amused himself at the expense of 
one of hia courtiers, who wanted to bring' me some 
remedy of his own for a cold in my head, which makes 
me sneeze very violently and frequently. 

Yesterday morning, I had a prescription written in 
Persian, which I sent to the Rajah with some very 
innocent drugs, — for he has bad me beset day and night 
to obtain them. Observe, however, that he will take 
care not to, use them himself, but will amuse himself 
with making his friends and servants take them. To- 
morrow he will tell me a hundred hes about theii effects, 
and will ask me for more. 

Nothing can be more ridiculous than the reports in 
the city about my interviews with the king. The latter 
takes care to inform me of them, and is the first to 
laugh at them with me, though I have no doubt he 
takes me for a spy. He appears, however, perfectly 
satisfied as to my nationality. When I left him, after 
my first audience, he exclaimed, that I certainly was not 
an Enghshman. An Englishman, he said, would not 
have changed bis posture twenty times; he would have 
made no gestures while talking; he would not have 
spoken in such a variety of tones, high and low ; he 
would not have laughed at proper times, &c. 

I may go to Cashmeer, and anywhere else, I please- — 
the king will have an eye to my safety everywhere. I 
shall enjoy the same security as in the British territoty. 

This pattern of an Asiatic king is, however no saint : 
.~-far from it. He is bound by neither law nor honour, 
when his interests do not enjoin him to be just or &ith- 
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All : but ha ia not natnrally cniel. He cuts off the nose, 
ears, and a huid of every very great criminal ; but be 
neverputs any to death. He is pasaionately fond of boneBi 
even to madness; and be ia carrying on a murderont 
and expensive war against a neighbonriog province, in 
order to obtain a hone which has been refused him 
either as a gift or a purchase. He has g;reat bravery, a 
somewhat rare quality among the princes of the East t 
and althongh he has always sncceeded in his military 
nndertakings, it is by perfidioas treaties and negociations 
alone, that from a simple country gentleman he has 
became absolute king of the Punjab, Cashmeer, &c, 
and is better obeyed by bis subjects than the Mogul 
Emperors when in the zenith of their power. A Sikh 
by profession, a sceptic in reality, be every year pays 
his devotions at Umbritsir, and, what is very singular, at 
the shrines of several Mohammedan saints ; yet these 
pilgrimages offend none of the puritans of bis own sect. 

He is a shameless scoundrel, and cares uot a bit more 
about it than Henry HI formeriy did among us. It is 
true that between the Indus and the Snttedge, being a 
scoundrel is not even a peccadillo. 

He is about to quit Lahore ; and has directed M. 
Ventura to proceed to Multaun with ten thousand men 
and thirty pieces of cannon, for the purpose of collecting 
the tribute from the distant provinces of his empire. 
M. Allard will no doubt soon be sent on an expedition of 
the same kind. Runjeet will find some analogous occu- 
pation for himself; for he is a Bonaparte in miniature, 
and cannot remain in one place. In a few days we shall 
decamp from Lahore. At my audience of leave, I shall 
receive some fresh presents, and a dress of honour, which 
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will be a very bandBome dresBin^gown, made of Cash- 
meer shawls. I intend this latter for yon, my dear lather, 
ia yoMT great iayt of Real Esiences. My military cbest is 
grown very weighty with his Highness's ropees. I have 
now means to defray my expenses to Cashmeer and to 
remain there four months, withoat farther curtailment 
of my credit at Calcutta. At all events, M. Allard has 
opened an unlimited one for me in Cashmeer. Then, in 
order to return to Semla, I shall hare to cross some 
districts of Kanawer, the King of which, as you know, is 
one of ray friends, and will willingly lend me some 
hundreds of rupees, if any unforeseen accident should 
make me enter his dominions short of money. Likea man 
of foresight, I wrote to Kennedy, and Murray (the poli- 
tical agent at Umb^a), to let all the mountain Rajahs 
under their controul know that, in six months, I shall 
come and knock at some of their doors. It is probable 
that he of Belaspore will be the first whom I shall 
hononr with my company. 

Yesterday, our countrymen, my hosts, gave me a 
splendid fete at my palace — for palace it is — with ac- 
companiment of dancing and singing Cashmeerian girls, 
&c., one of whom, in any country, would hare passed for 
yery pretty, if not even for very beautiful. 

M, de Lafayette's flag has been lucky in this country. 
, M. Allard, eight years ago, adopted it in the armies 
under bis command. The Sikhs are a good sort of 
people, but no conjurors : Runjeet alone knows that it 
was Bonaparte's flag, and he is fond of persuading bim« 
self that be resembles this hero. 

I have just received a letter from the Jardin des 
Plantes, and it is tbe first 1 Its date is the I9th of 
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May 1830. It acknowledges the receipt of mjr Nos. 
1, 2, 4, and 5 ; approres of what I hare done, and 
propose to do ; and informs me that from the 1st of 
January 1830, my salary has been increased two thou- 
eaud franca. It is, moreover, written in very kind and 
obliging terms, and signed '■ Cuvier, Cordier, Jnssien." 
It was forwarded To me by Messrs. Eyries, brothers, 
merchants at Havre, who remind nie that they are the 
agents of the Jardin, and offer me their services if 
they can be useful to me. They would have done 
mn<^ better if they had sent me a letter of credit for 
two thousand francs a year on some good Calcutta 
bouse, since the Jardin appears to have made no 
arrangement with M. Delessert for him to send me 
supplementary credits. However, I know that the 
money is at my disposal somewhere, and that it belongs 
to me wherever it is ; and I shall surely find some means 
□f getting at it in case of need. I hare to-day answered 
the letterfrom these gentlemen, and also that of Messrs. 
EjriSs. 

For four months, at least, from the present time, 
it will be difficnk for me to write to you ; so do not be 
uneasy if, after the present letter, you have to wait half 
a year. Be assured that I am going into the terrestrial 
paradise with a good stock of health. In less than « 
month I shall breathe the salubrious air of the moun- 
tains, whence I shall not descend into the plains of 
Hindostan till the beginning of winter. Adieu, then, 
my dear father, adieu I The only thing that vexes me 
is to be deprived of hearing from you for so long a 
period. I embrace yon and Porphyre with all my heart. 
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Lahore, March ISA, Etxning. 

To^ay r bad my audience of leave of Ranjeet Sing, 
to which I was conducted by M, Allardi and 1 spent a 
couple of hours in conversing, for the last time, vrith that 
extraordinary man. He gave me tiie khelat or dress of 
honour, and that too of the most distinguished kind ; it 
cost fire thousand mpees, or twelve thousand irancs. 
It consists of a pair of magnificent Cashmeer shawls, 
lie de vim two other less beautiful Cashmeer shawls, 
Bud seven pieces of silk stnff or muslin, the latter of 
extraordinary beauty i eleven articles in all, which 
number is the most honourable. Added to this, was 
an ornament, made in the &shion of the country, of 
badly-cut precious stones. . 

In addition to the value of this present, I was pre- 
sented with a purse of eleven hundred rupees ; this, 
tc^etber with the sums befiire received, makes two 
thousand four hundred, which is more than a year's 
salary from the Jardin. 

Nor is this alL The King is going to give me some 
people to take care of me ; horse and foot soldiers to 
watch over my safety ; one of his secretaries, in order 
that I may write to him occasionally ; camels to carry 
my tents and all my baggage to the foot of the moun- 
tains ; aud, lastly, carriers to do it, when the beasts of 
burthen can advance no further. Lastly — for there will 
be lasllt/s tjll to-morrow, — at the salt mineS) where I 
shall arrive in ten days, I shall receive a purse of five 
hundred rupees, and at Casbmeer, one of two thousand. 

Lastly, to conclude; if anything takes my hucy at 
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CRshmeer, the King haa recommended me to inform him 
of it, in order that be maj' satisfy mj wish. 

Of course we parted very good ftiends. What I was 
a&oid of, was being detained longer at Lahore, or in the 
Ponjab; and in &ct, the minister came to ask me if it 
would be agreeable to me to accompany the king in a 
banting excuraian, on which he is going in a few days ; 
ind the question was asked too in a manner which so- 
licited an affirmative reply. But, from the very first, 
I took reiy high ground with Rnnjeet : I answered 
nDceremoniouely in the negative, and the diplomatist 
insisted no further. M. Allard, who was several times 
condemned to the honour which the king destined for 
me, congratulates me extremely upon my escape. 

Rnnjeet asked me if I should continue to wear the 
Enropean dress. I told him I should, since he honoured 
it so much. I shall not leaVe it off until I return from 
Cashmeer to Semla, if I return through Independent 

It is now M. Allard's turn. He is making an in- 
ventory of my household goods and stable ; and without 
my being able to decline it, he has been making such 
additions as he judged necessary for my convenience. 
I shall carry away with me a charming recollection of 

I wish you could assist me in returning M. Allard's 
kisdnesa. He has a younger brother, about my own 
age, who has served ta France. He sent for him, fifteen 
months ago, to enter into the Maharajah's service, and 
take his own place at some future period; ut the 
climate was so adverse to him from the very first year, 
that M. Allard sent him home this winter. This young 
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man is now at Calcattii, on the eve of euliDg- for 
France. What will become of him there P As a claim 
to the ferour of Goremment, I think he might put 
forward the hoDoarable distinction of hie brother's ser- 
vices at the extremit]' of Asia ; and of the celebrity he 
has given to our nation among a people to whom we 
were tJmost entirely unknown. I shall write to our 
friends to recommend him, and Porphyre must help 
him as much as he can. 

Adien, my dear iatber ! It is midnight ; I am &lling 
asleep. My next will be from Cashmeer. 

Put Runjeet's Cashmeer shawls forward, in order to 
help in winning those charitable (female) souls, who 
would wish their name to fill up the blank in a certain 
notarial act, which you gave me at parting. Adieu I 
I embrace yon. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACftUEMONT, PARIS. 

Lahort, March 21it 1831. 
Mv DEAR PoRPHTRE, — There is such a principle of 
inaction in a caravan, that if it stops ten days any- 
where, it caonot resume its march without great difG- 
culty. Thus yon see I am still at Lahore, though on 
the I8th I received ray audience of leave from the king. 
But, on the day of departure, a number of little matters 
always occur ; and to necessitate farther delay, there is 
baggage to arrange, divide, and load differently, if new 
means of transport are employed — workmen who pro- 
mise, but keep their word no better than onrs in 
Europe ; and many thiugs besides. However, I shall 
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reriew my little army to-morrow, and the day after shall 
croBs the rJTer. 

If you have read my letter to my father, I hope you 
are satisfied with Runjeet Sing. I have just tomed his 
purses of rupees into a bill at sight for two thousand 
fire hundred rupees upon Cashmeer, whither I likewise 
carry a rojal mandate for two thousand more. I empty 
my treasury for fear of accidents ; siuce> in tea davs, 
and while on my journey, I shall receive another £ve 
hundred rupees from the king. 

.Jf you reckon properly, yoo will see that all this 
iUDOunCs to fire thousand rupees, or about twelve 
thousand five hundred irancs, which I intend to reserve 
aad send to Calcutta, where it will accumulate at the 
rate of eight per cent, per annum. 

I cannot tell you, my friend, with what pleasure I 
receive this money, because it is the first of which I 
bare bad the free disposal. I consider myself but the 
Gteirard of my allowance from the Jardin, These 
twelve thousand fire hundred francs are a wind-fall, and 
this teme in the lottery, without baviog purchased a 
ticket, is quite deligbctiil. Having sadly curtailed your 
fortune, my dear Porphyre, by my voyage to America, 
I must repair the breach with his Highness's rupees ; 
or if yon prefer it, in case you marry, yon must let me 
present your wife's corbeilU. I shall pot my khelat into 
it, and this will gain you a fine reputation for conjugal 
unnificence. But in six weeks, you will attain the 
terrible age of forty, which is rather late to take the 
leap. So let me restore you your shares in the ship 
Geneal Foy, and keep my superb shawls, to tempt the 
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infinitely be&utiful, good, amiable, and rich yowag ladies 
who may not have any aversion towards me. 

Hare I not seen in the English papers, that our late 
Spanish funds had resuscitated from the nominal 7 or 
nothing, to 25 ? It would be singnlar if you were to 
sell them at 40 I Aftttr all, it would still be a bad 
speculation, for, since the 24th of March 1824, of mys- 
tifying memory, we hare receired no interest for that 
money ; but as, at that very time, I thought it lost, 
I think that, in iinding it again, we have a grataitons 
gain. 

My new Mehmandar is a most desirable man. He is 
the man of business of the King's &vonrite; which 
favourite is a vety great Sikh lord, who possesses the 
sovereignty of the greater part of tbe Himalaya moun- 
tains, of which Rnnjeet has political possession. It is 
exactly as if I had tbe king's favourite with me. He 
will let me want for nothing, and will not leave me till 
I quit Runjeet's dominions. I think of remaining two 
or three months in tbe valley of Cashmeer. 

I have a sufficient escort of cavalry to have nothing 
to fear from the Akhalia, or immortals, a species of 
fanatics or armed beggars, who are the more dangerous, 
as their sacred character renders them very respectable, 
at the same time that their indolent life forces them to' 
rob for subsistence. 

On the road from Paishawer to Cashmeer, another 
fiinatic, a Seyd, that is to say, a pretended descendant 
from the Prophet, is playing the devil at the head of 
ten or twelve thousand banditti of the same species with 
himself; and it is probable that Rnnjeet, whom he has 
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prOToked for sereral yeus, will, at no diatant period, de- 
termine upon vigoronslf giving him cfaase. But I shall 
■lirajB stay in the tear of the line of military opera- 
tionB. If the Seyd caught me, he would cut my throat 
cm the Bpot, for the glory of God. 

I am rather losiDg sight of our politics. It is no 
great barm, for they seem to me all going wrong. 

I yesterday received a fitrewell letter from Calcutta, 
from, that distingnished and amiable man, whom I 
chanced to meet in the Himalaya, Mr. Inglia, a very rich 
merchant from Canton, who i» on hie return thither 
to play at losing or winning millions. He promises to 
write to me frequently from that country, with which 
he is admirably acquainted. He is almost my friend. If, 
in a couple of years, Marlot receires a chest of Chinese 
plants, addressed to me, he must not be Burpriaed ; for 
I have given his address to Mr. Robert Inglis, who has 
promised me a present of that description. 

Adieu, my dear friend. I embrace yoa with all my 
heart. 



TO M. JACaUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Canp al Pindee Daden Shan, among grovet of pomegranate ani 
oranp* trees in blosiom, wider great mulberri/ trees, 

April m 1831. 
My dear Father, — I am wrong in writing to you 
this evening ; for business, of which I have sufficient, 
ought to precede pleasure. But 1 am so bruised, front 
s late severe frill from my horse, that I grant myself 
this pleaaure as the whim of an invi^d.- I left LiUiore 
VOL. II. a 
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on the 25th of March, and on the 30th I arrired on th« 
banks of the Chenaub or Acesines, at Ramnaghur. On 
the first of April I crossed this river, opposite to 
Khadabad, fifteen miles west of Ramnaghur. Rajah 
Gulab Sing, whom the king; had commanded to receive 
me at Findee Daden Khan, had come three days' march 
to meet me. Next to Ranjeet Sing, he is the greatest 
lord in the Punjab. As I suppose you are tired of the 
honours with which I am received, I will spare you all 
the particulars of Sikh politeness observed during the 
morning. In the evening, I paid the Rajah a visit of 
ceremony in his camp, where he was expecting me, 
amid the pomp of his little court. We embraced 
for about a quarter of an bonr, enough literally to stifia 
eiM^h other, rusing one another from the ground, by 
turns ; and as I found him a good creature, who irom 
the very first understood my Hindostaoee, which I 
have strangely Persianized and Punjabized, daring the 
last month, I remained conversing with him till night. 
Next day, at the foUowing halt, the Rajah returned 
my visit, and added to the presents which be had made 
me the evening before, in the King's name, a double- 
barrelled gun, manufactured in the mountains, after an 
English pattern. I should have preferred one of their 
long matchlocks, as a curiosity ; but he considered this 
double-barrelled gun a master-piece of Himalayan skill, 
— you will, however, see some day that it is not a very 
brilliant specimen. Yesterday morning we crossed the 
Jelum, or Mydaspea, and encamped here. I spent the 
evening with my friend the Rose-mater Lion, (for such 
is the signification of Gnl-ab Sing: Gul, rose; ab, 
water; Sing:, lion). He is a soldier of fiutuoe, a 
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Bpeciee of usurper. lam pereuuled that the legitimate 
Rajah of Jummoo, Kaogra, and other mountain princi- 
palitiea, which Runjeet has transferred to Gutab Sing, 
would please me less. Gukb is a lion in war, and by 
no means a rose-water pHit-maitre. He is about iany 
years of age, very handsome, and has the plainest, 
mildest, and most elegant manners. He took me this 
morning to see some salt mines, situated about three 
leagues off, in the mountains. We set out at break of 
day, with a delightlul temperature. As I had barometers 
with me, I regulated our march according to the slowest 
pace of my horse, and did not pass over a single new 
plant. Every stone which appeared at ail suspicious 
was also examined ; and my Punjabee eloquence, on 
botany and geology, was such, that my companion, 
delighted with knowing the Sanscrit'Feringee name of 
so many plants, (their Latin names it was that I was 
telling him,) set to work herborising with me, and to 
him I am indebted for more than one plant which had 
escaped my observation. A European must be a very 
stupid person, who cannot attach an Oriental by his 
conversation, unless he has to do with a stupid one- 
Europe, in the most common details of its civilisation, 
is a mine of wonder to these people. Tbey will listen 
to you all day with pleasure, if you are disposed to 
exhibit those treasures free from rounded periods or a 
figurative style. Two arm-chairs were carried on before 
OS ; and when we passed near a tree, or I had bundles' 
of plants to tie up, the Rajah and I sat down. If we 
halted during ever so short a time, Gulab Sing would' 
make a coople of secretaries dismount, seat themselves 
behind ns, and write down hastily every word I uttered.- 
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Tbns am I taken down in short-hand, like Conain'a 
metaphysics ! — but I am more positive. These people 
love more than anything else^ to be informed on the 
political statistics of Europe, of which the; have no 
notion. The population, the strength of our armies, 
the taxes, the produce of each branch of public revenne, 
the axioms of our civil and criminal hiw, and lastly, the 
great results of the application of sciences to manu- 
fectures, are to them matters of intense interest. I 
h.tve no need to employ any quackery to do justice to 
the character which the Govemor-g'eneTal directed 
should be given of me to Rnnjeet Sing-'s envoy at 
Delhi : I have only to state the commonest truths. 

On our arrival at the mines, Gulab Sing appeared 
Tery uneasy, and began to tell me long stories about 
the catastrophes which often occur there i and that the 
miners were sometimes buried alive by the Ailing in of 
the mine ; — then again about the heat, bad smell, dirti- 
ness, winding paths, &c., — reserving for his climax that 
no gentleman bad ever descended into such a filthy 
place. Nevertheless, he asked me what my pleasure 
was. 

" To leave you here and go down alone," I replied. 

" Bat if the stones should lall upon you, and I not 
be with yon, what conld I say to the King ? " exclaimed 
the good man. 

It appears that he is answerable for me with bis head, 
all the time I am under his care. He accompanied me, 
therefore, not into one mine, .but into several, and for- 
got that it was derog:atoTy. I taught him, on the spot, 
a little geology ; and that I may continue the lesson, 
he will accompany me to-morrow to another part of the 



,,tiootjk 



LABORS AND CASHHEER. 37 

mountains. To roy great satis&ctioD, be baa thU 
moment sent me word that a road baa been discovered 
by wbicb I may go the wbole way on horseback. This 
is Incky for me, as I am too much bruised to walk. A 
week ag;o I met witb an accident, which might have 
been more serious, for my horse fell backwards in rear- 
iag, and I was under him ; but I escaped with being 
only buried in the mud. To-day the same catastrophe 
was about to happen npon sharp stones; but I disen* 
gaged myself and fell back alone. 

You must recollect, ray dear father, baring oftea 
affectionately pointed out to me the unpleasant asperity 
of my manners, and their repulsive stiffness ? I fully 
admitted these unfortunate defects in my character. 
Sat within these last few years, and since I hare left 
France, the blemish alluded to must have become a 
good deal inodi&ed to my advantage ; for I have received 
so many proofe of regard Irom so many different people, 
that I mnst attribute part of them at least to those very 
qualities, the absence of which formerly vexed yon so 
much on my acconnt. Chance (vonld not be so con- 
stantly in my favour : there must be some good 
manag^ement on my part, which is nothing but a wish 
to please, produced, without my knowledge, by a 
more kindly disposition now became habitual to me. 
Yesterday, one of my servants robbed me : it was the 
one who acts as my treasurer, because he can read 
and write, and because I thought him honester than 
the others. He pocketed a few rupees which I had 
ordered faim to give to some boatmen. By accident I 
obtained evidence of his roguery. Instead of putting 
myself in a passion, and perhaps giving bim a horse- 
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whipping, KS I should probably hare done not more 
than a year ago, I spoke very mildly to him ; and 
though I punished him with a fine in bvour of the 
people whom be bad intended to rob, and refnsed bim 
leave of absence which he had requested of me, I made 
bim do what I verily believe no Indian ever did before 
— confess his fault and his repentance. 

Good nigbt; for if I go on, I know not where this- 
scandalous trumpeting of myself will stop, and you 
would very properly take a dislike to me for it. More- 
over, I have great need to stretch myself in bed. 

Jeilalpore, on the right ftanA of the Hydtupei, 
^pri/ 11(6 1831. 

God be praised ! my dear bther, without forgetting 
the blessings due to M. Augustin Taboureao, M. Cor- 
idierof Chandernagorei Captain Wade of Loodheeana, 
and M. Allard, the junction of whose good offices have 
just caused me to receive, upon the banks of the 
Hydaspes, your No. 16, with the other letters which, 
accompanied it, and Beaumont's book, all under the 
same cover. Lord William Bentinck had contributed 
a small contingent of ConalitutionaeU, and several other 
Indian friends the expression of their kind remem- 
brances. This is quite a festival ; so I have junt 
ordered a whole day's bait, in order to celebrate it. 
Half of it I shall spend in writing, and the remainder, 
in again rummaging the low mountains at the foot of 
which I am encamped. 

I began to despair of this packet, No. 15, whidi 
had allowed itself to be overtaken by the two follow- 
ing, 16 and 17; and I cannot account for its tardy. 
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arriv&l. The chain of onr correspondence has so manjr 
links that Mme frequently escape me; and it is always 
a little mysieiy to me how each is got orer in succession. 

Though late, yonr letter is not less welcome. I owe 
to its perusal a nervous agitation of pleasure, which 
sleep, in the stillness of the night, will alone remove- 
I should have to write twenty pages to reply to it : for 
it calls up a crowd of thoughts which I should like to 
communicate to you, and which would not be less 
]deasant for you to receire ; only day-light lasts but 
sixteen hours. 

Yon remind me of the beginning of my journey; my 
first marches from Calcutta to Benares. I survey my- 
self from head to foot, in search of what is admirable In 
me, — but I cannot find it. I call to recollection the 
silence and monotony of those fitst marches, and do not 
perceive the wonders that yon see in them 1 Nothing 
appears so simple and natural to me as to botanise and 
geologise on the banks of the Hydaspes, and gallop 
through the desert with my long-bearded escort. The 
sequel of my journey has in reserve a crefcmf^o for your 
surprise ; for If yonr enchantment were to begin with 
Jorte, none would remain to celebrate my arrival at 
Lahore. You should begin with piano. 

You guessed rightly of me at Benares. I spent last 
sntnmer with the Lamas, and now I am very near 
Cashmeer, where 1 shall spend this. There are fonr 
roads to it from the Punjabee side,— that of Jnmmoo, 
that of Bembur, that of Mnrpore and Prounch ; and 
lastly, to the North, that of Mozufferabad. It would 
have suited my geological convenience to take the 
latter, whence I might have made an excursipa Into 
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Hindoo Cosh ; bnt a rhief of Afgluui fonatics, Seyil 
Ahmed by name, has occupied H for some months, and 
Runjeet Sing, who might croah him by s decided 
measnTe, is content to act without energy, Bud 
simply confine him to a moootaioons district. Ahmed 
plunders and bnrns the few Tillages in it, and, were I 
to &1I into his hands, would serve me worse than he 
would a Mussulmann. I regret being obliged to forego 
this route, which, moreover, the King, in his anxiety 
about me, for he considers himself answerable to the 
British Government for my safety, would not have 
allowed rae to take. 

The day before yesterday I quitted the Rajah Gulab 
Sing, delighted with him, as he was with me. An ex- 
press will leave tay camp every day, to inform him how 
I get on ; and I promised to write to him sometimes, 
with my own hand, in Persian, which appeared to give 
him extreme pleasure. We are sufficient friends, and he 
is good-natured enough to excuse some omissions of 
etiquette, to which I shall be exposed in not borrowing 
the hand of a secretary. My safety, the attentions 
lavished upon me in this country, and the fccilities 
afforded to me in travelling, all depend upon the respect, 
attached to my name ; and this I must neglect no means 
of maintaining and increasing. Gulab Sing can neither 
read nor write ; and he holds these vulgar talents in bnt 
little esteem, when possessed by a man of the middle 
class, whose trade and means of livelihood they are : bnt 
in a lord, and what is more, in a Feringhee lord, he 
considers them an admirahle accomplishment. 

I shall go as far as Mirpore with my ten camels, that 
is to say, with the King's camels. There, mules will be 
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substituted for them to carry my \tuggttge, which I shall 
lighten a little ; and at Prouuch, carriers will snperaede 
the tnnles. I have none of the trouble of these arraQge' 
meats. My Mehmandar Sheik Bodder Bocha, having the 
King's firmans, prorides ererything. Fowls, bids, butter, 
milk, eg^s, and flour are bronght to my camp from the 
Tillages. Since my departure from Loodheeana, my 
cook has nerer given me any bill. After I have feaaled, 
there is always enough left for my people to enjoy 
themselves like Kings. Wade sends me word from 
Loodheeana, that Runjeet has written to him about me, 
and stated that of all the European lords be bad seen, 
no one pleased him so much. This he certainly proves 
by his attentions to me. 

M. Ventura is marching towards Multaun, with ten 
thousand men, to receive the tribute due Irom the 
southern provinces of the Punjab. M. AUard thought 
for a moment that the Maharajah would send him into 
the mountains against Seyd Ahnied. He is encamped 
on the banks of the Acesines ; and he flattered himsel 
at first that we should perhaps meet in Cashmeer ; but 
bis messenger of this evening destroys that hope. He 
has behaved admirably towards me ; every day I discover 
some new attention of his, in things which he has per- 
formed withont my knowledge. As the people of my 
escort belong to a body of cavalry under his command) 
in which the promotions depend entirely upon him, yon 
may suppose that I am well guarded. The Lieutenant 
of my troop has a good chance of being made Captain 
(resseldar), if he brings to his general a satig&ctory 
certificate from me; and this he certainly shall have. 
I bare the Rajah's firmans for the protection of the 
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collections which I shall send from Cashmeer to Lood' 
heeana as soon as I bare jnaAe them ; and Wade will 
ioTward them, with the same protection, to Delhi. 

I do not know b)' what road I shall return from 
Cashmeer; but I shall write to you more than once 
before I think of returning, and always apprise you of 
my intended marches, the moment I hare determined 
upon them. 

My purse, a very base object no doubt, but, as they 
would say in Haiti, " very necessary metal for travel' 
ling," is excellently well lined. I take a thonsand 
rupees with me (one hundred louis), and shall receive 
four thousand more in Cashmeer. This sum total is the 
amount of Runjeet Sing's present to me, being just 
two years of my absurd salary from the Jardin, before 
the addition, of two thousaml francs, made since 1830. 
I hare about six thousand francs in my banker's hands, 
at Calcutta ; and to this 1 must add the aforesaid supple- 
ment for the years 1830 and 1831, making in the whole 
ten thousand francs. 

I am not afraid of being robbed. Besides my barings 
six seatinels in my camp during the nigpht, each district 
through which I pass is responsible for all that may 
happen to me whilst I am in it. Everything, even tfae 
course of the seasons, is favourable to me. In ordinary 
years, already at this period, the south-weet monsoon 
dries up the F*unJBb with its burning heat. Bemier, in 
the be^nning of Mareb 166H, wrote, every morning, 
that he should no doubt die in the course of the day; 
hut this year, storms, more frequent than usual at this 
season, often clear the atmosphere. It is yet only very 
warm; and in fire days I shall enter the mountains at 
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Mirpore, whea I ehalt not care for tbe Bmnmer moo- 

Yoa speftk contemptnougly of European thunder and 
storms, compared to those of India. It i« true, that in 
the Himalaya, they are terrific; and, as a sample, I 
received one this morning, which was felt as a giant in 
the vicinity of that great chain. It was neverthelees in 
Europe, and in tbe Alps, at the foot of Mont Blanc, 
that I witnessed the finest sight of this kind. Elie de 
Beaumont was of tbe party, and assuredly has not 
foi^tten it. 

To prove my filial piety, I have just changed my 
clothes, and un drinking your health in a glass of 
punch, which will not injure mine. I do this to oh' 
viate the had effects of wet, of which I got plenty this 
morning, ae I galloped three hours in tbe deluge to get 
over this stage. On such occasions, tbe strength of 
my horse, a pretended Persian, reconciles me to tbe 
defects of bis temper. I have several times thongbt 
of cashiering bim on account of his vices; but, sinca 
I left Benares, in spite of all his malice, he has not 
succeeded in throwing me once. He himself has never 
stumbled nor lallen lame ; and it is likely that he will 
carry me as long as I travel on land, except in Caab- 
meer. where bis sudden starts, shying, and obstinacy 
might end in a leap with me over some precipice. 
In Casbmeer, I shall purchase, at any price, tbe best 
ghounte in 'tihtt~(g-hovnte is the name of the won- 
derfiil race of mountain borses). This creature will 
serve me not only during tbe present campaign, but 
also during that which I shall make in the Himalaya 
East of tbe Ganges, if the Minister of tbe Intericw 
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approves of the plan which I have explained to liim 
in my memorial. If not, I shall make a present of 
the animal to Kennedy, or to Lord and Lady Williau 
Bentinck ; and it will be no vulgar present. 

There are few people I have known in India, with 
whom I do not keep up Bome kind of correspondence. 
I write to them tees frequently than I coald desire ; 
but I have no leisure, and the number is very great ! I 
am the only one of our nation enjoying the attentions 
of this Uttle British community, transplanted into 
India for the purpose of governing- it. My passing 
through any place necessarily forma a little event, of 
which each preserves a remembrance; whilst these 
changes of scene, being constantly renewed, do not 
leave a durable impression of &ces upon my memory. 
There are, neverlheless, many that I shall not forget. 
My preceding letter will have sufficiently informed yon. 
concerning them. 

You speak very modestly of your Beal Essences f 
What can be more real than what yon owe to them ? — 
the innocent amusement of the last twenty years I 
The working part of the community would no doubt 
deny their utility, being stupid enough not to compre- 
hend how the possession of an idea or feeling can be 
source of enjoyment, quite as much as, and more than 
a coat of M . Temaux's finest cloth, and that the greatest 
utility in life is pleasure. So, continue to distil those 
precious essences. 

Lord William's ConstitutionneU have informed me 
of the new composition of the Council of State,' by M. 
de Broglie, whom I am disposed to quarrel with because 
be has not appointed M. Amedie Tafaoureau a coan- 
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sellor. Taacfaereau and be sbtdl always have a few linei 
from me, with which they mnst be satisfied; for, once 
more, tbe day is only sixteen or eighteen hours long. 
Adieu, my dear father : tbe share of others would be 
too short were I to make yours longer. Take care of 
yourself: do not make an octogenarian of yourself 
before your time, which will come of itself soon eoougb. 
Write to Frederick for my sake ; and tell him all this, 
for I think he will hardly come to Paris to read my 
letters- 
Adieu I I embrace you with all my heart. 



TO M. DE MARESTE, PARIS. 

On the banki of the Nydaipei, at Jellalpert, 
Aprilnth 1831. 
How many things hare I to tell yoUfmy dear friend I 
first, about myself — then about your own people, 
whose heroism, patriotism and immortal glory the 
English papers and the ConstiUttionnel have related to 
me. The month of July 1830, has completely re- 
moved from us the contemptible character which 
our nation' — la grande nation — was rapidly assum- 
ing in the eyes of others. It is very fortunate for 
me that I am among the Sikhs and the Afghans, for 
had I remained longer on the other side of the Sut- 
ledge. where the British reign, I should hare been 
surfeited with dinners. To tell yon the truth, I was 
prodigiously in fiishion among them, before the great 
amende honorable of the 26th of July j bat since that 
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period I hare been absolute])' the rage. I was the onlji' 
uiimal of mj' species, — that is to say, the only French 
gentleraaD, whom they could get holil of: and I wan 
bound to pay for the whole nation, because I was its 
sole representative. I was obliged to eat like an ogre, 
drink like a fish, talk like an advocate, and make 
speeches, in season, ont of season, and in all seasons : — ■ 
Genllem^, Ihe deep emotion which I feel, Sfc. ^c. ■• then 
comes, the inadequacy of your Tery humble servant to 
do justice to such an eloquent, ^c.^c. — But, thank God, 
aa I have not the stomach of an alderman, I am released, 
till my return to Semla in six months, when I shall 
begin again, with renewed vigour. Meantime, I am 
picking up plants and stones in the Pentrapotamis,— 
which appears to me infinitely more' classical than the 
Punjab — and am going to Cashmeer, where I shall 
spend the whole summer in the like innocent occupa- 
tions. Runjeet Sing, King of Lahore, has had the good 
sense to fall in lore with me, upon honourable terms, 
however, — a circumstance to be remarked ; for when 
these Sikh gentlemen are in love, it is in general not 
in a very virtuous manner. He proclaims me the wisest 
of Feringhee lords — a demi-god : he pays me the most 
flattering attentions, — surrounds me during my journey 
with the most complete protection, — provides, for my 
nse, camels, mules, carriers, break&sts, dinners, — and, 
not satisfied with this, he sometimes sends me mon- 
strous bags of money, which in this country is con- 
sidered the greatest mark of politeness. 

lliere is no want of local character here. The British, 
who have no political influence in this country, and are 
totally excluded from it, have not been able to efface 
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the stamp of locality as they have done in India. Had 
I leisure, I would tell you what this singular court of 
Runjeet Sing's is, find the in-door and out-door mode 
of life of these Sikhs, in their different conditions ; 
bnt, my dear iriend, I have other fish to fry, and a 
geological paper begun, which I must finish upon the 
spot. The time will come, I hope, wben we shall ha 
■bte to spend a couple of evenings in the week together, 
and you will lose nothing for having waited till my re- 
turn. You will say that I imitate Baron Stendhal, and 
his tender remembrance of Timotheus, " the most fiery 
of his charioteers ;" but I shall have to parade before 
yoa a multitude of camels, saddle-horses, elephauts, 
and brilliant excorts of cavalry, forming my lordship's 
cortege. However, I promised you not to tell any 
lies : if you accuse me of doing so, I shall say that it 
is from envy. 

At Lahore, I lived in a little palace of the Arabian 
Night's Entertainments. A battalion of in&ntry was on 
dnty near me ; the drums saluted me whenever I put 
my head out of doors ; and when I walked in the cool 
of the evening, in the alleys of my garden, fountains 
played around me by thousands I A most splendid f^te 
was g^ven to me, with an accompaniment of Cashmeer- 
ian dancing girls, as a matter of course ; and, although 
their eyes were daubed round with black and white, my 
taste is depraved enough to have thought them only the 
more beautiful. 

I have a long beard, — a red one, I admit ; but in other 
tespects I have preserved my European dress. The dogs 
bark rigorously at so unusual a figure; the childreu pay 
Be back, with iuteresC, the vexation whicb { inflicted. 
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Eome twenty yeats ago, with other blackguards of my 
otm age, apon the poor devils of Turks whom I met in ■ 
the streets. These urchins are never tired of looking 
ftt me; but I move sboat with my atmosphere of ser- 
vants and horsemen, who are perfectly accnstomed to 
my proceedings, and keep at a distance, in the back 
groand, all who eichibit iodiscreet astonishment. Some 
days ago, I gave a lesaon in botany aod geology to 
the Rajah Gulab Sing, successor to the lale Taxiles ; 
and as it is allowed that I am an admirable man, the pearl 
of sages, every one feels the greatest veneration for 
plants and stones. Adieu 1 I have talked so much 
about myself, that there is nothing left for yon. What 
became of you during the uproar ? Write to me, my 
dear friend : you owe it to my sincere A'iendship. Z 
embrace you, 



TO M. VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS. 

Camp ttear Jellalpore, on the lanis of t\» 
Hydasfti, April lOrA 1831. 

My dear Friend, — I wrote to you from the Britielt 
frontier of the Sutledge, at the end of Febmary. On 
the 2nd of March I entered on the Sikh territory, where 
I was welcomed in the most distinguished manner. My 
fikther, to whom 1 wrote from Lahore, has no doubt 
told you of my flattering reception by Runjeet Sing, the 
high protection with which he surrounds me, and the 
solid proofs of kindness which he lavishes upon me. 
The hospitality of the King of the Punjab makes hia 
caro of my personal health vie with his own magnifi-n 
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eenee. Me rapplies fdndg for all m^ expehees, and I 
enjoy the utmost liberty of locomotitHi. 

I regret much, my friend, that I bare not leisure to 
relieve my mind by conversing^ with ytro, as you do with 
tae. But I bare a great number of letters to write, — 
snob an arrear of business already, and the day is so short, 
that I must fep this once refdse myself the pleasure of 
writing at great length. 

The ContliMionnel, which I have just read on the 
banln of the Uydaspes, has interested me exceedingly. 
Newspapers are excellent things. I have the pleasure 
of reading your speeches here without your know- 
ing it. Every word you ntter in the tribune reaches 
me. Is not this just the same as if I heard you ? How 
often do I thus feel myself brought near to you P 

My English papers go much further than my Con- 
ttitutionnelt, and from them I think I can make out 
that your motion for the abolition of capital punishment 
has passed both Chambers, and that the King has joy- 
fvUy given his assent to it. I long to see a conGrm^ 
tion of it, with full particulars, in our p^ers. and to 
read the proclamation of this glorious triumph which 
you hare just achieved. 

A thousand thanks to you for not forgetting our dear 
Faruy. How fully do I admit all the attractions which 
that beautiful spot roust have for you. I acknowle<^ 
to myself that, in your place, I should no doubt bave 
done as you did; and, while I made war upon the 
furaes, bave sought to preserve thut mild and melancholy 
character in the scenery which pleases us both. 

We shall meet there again some day, I hope, and 
again thread together its grassy avenues, in the cool 
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50 A JOURKET IN IKOIA, TIBET, 

morning; air. We will then recal the yean of our Bep»> 
ration ; and the actnea of Asia will be more yiridljr 
ponrtrayed In my memoryi when contrasted with the 
bland and mild character of the peacefhl Paraj. 

Does not jour frieDdship blind ybn with regard to 
the true interest which my letters may possess 7 My 
&ther seems delighted with the first two I wrote hiro 
after my departure from Calcntto, on my road to Chan- 
demagore and Benares, and which he sent to yon to 
read the very day you concluded your letter to me. If 
the sincerity of his testimony is not doubtful, its worth 
is at least vary suspicious ; and I confess, my dear iriend, 
that such is the case with your own, and from the self- 
same reason. I know not what difference may exist 
between my journals and my letters,— but I hare some- 
times tried the experiment of repemsing the former after 
a long; interval, and I did not judge of myself so highly 
ati yon do- Nevertheless, I cannot write them with greater 
negligence or precipitation than I do letters : for of the 
latter, for instance, I hare written to-day fifty-fbor 
pages in this small size, after three hours' hard riding 
this morning to get over my stage ; and the evening is 
still long. The compliment you pay me would be, in 
truth, the most agreeable of all, if it came from others 
not prejudiced in my favour as you are. Where plants 
and stones only are to be talked about, there is no occa- 
sion to be amusing ; but beyond the technical details of 
science, to entert»n is, I admit, the first requisite in 
writing. What but pleasure can be the object of a 
Parisian in seeking, in a book upon India, to become 
acquainted with its social and political institutions, and 
in reading a description of the features under which 
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BBtare sbowB itself there ? If the book which teocbei 
him all this is a bad one, be is wron^ to lay it aside ;— 
for after all be is seeking ooly for amnsement. 

Science baa philosophical eminences which it is not 
impossible to render accessible, or at least visible, to 
minds nn&miliar with them. M7 ambition would be to 
intenningle natural philosophy and the higher branches 
of nataral history, with pictures of political history, and 
sketches of Indian manners. But how could I manage 
this withoot being dull and heavy on the one hand, or 
forgetting on the other the rigid simplioity of style in 
which matters of science ought to be treated P Could I 
master the difficnlty, I should have ootbing to do 
beyond this work, than to write a series of special, and 
absolutely technical, papers. 

This will form one of the subjects of our first conver- 
sations on my return. Bat think of it ; and do not wait 
until I conie back before you give me your advice. 
Adieu I my dear and excellent friend. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT. PARIS. 

Camp at Jellalpart, on Ihe banki of the Hgdaipes, 
April UthlBS]. 
My dear Pobphvrb, — Packet No. 15, which I 
thought lust, as J received Nos. 16 and 17 four months 
ago, come to hand this morning, with Beaumont's book. 
I have read the few acres of manuscript which were so 
carefully inclosed in it, and abo the additions made by 
several of my Indian friends. Having written the ten 
letters which j'ou will find in company with tbis, yon 
may suppose that I have done enough for one day. 
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Mevenlielese, I miiit finish my ktter>Hnting at onot) is 
order to dnrote to-morraw entirely to my mincEala. 
This is all the worse for yon, because, coming last, yoR ' 
must "hare the smallest sh»re. 

Yon were perfectly right to object to the publication 
of any portion of my letters. It is impossible for them 
not to hare been too hastily written to please any but 
my friends. I think my &ther hae completely yielded 
to yonr objections agunst sach premature if not ill- 
judged publication. 

In my letters of lo^^sy, I bare endeavoured to fiirget 
what you tell me about your exchanging letters with each 
other. This thought would have stopped my pen, or 
at least have prevented it from running carelessly over 
the paper and blackening fifty-eight pages a day, m I 
have done. I like very well to chat liie-d-Hie, but 
when there is a third party it is a very diffn^nt thing. 
It is precisely the same with writing. To speak as I 
Ihink, and without hombug, I must persuade myself that 
my letter will be read by the person only to whom I write. 

But yon ask me, modestly enongh, for a word or two 
of trieudship and gossip. The latter is not a tune always 
at command, and I cannot play it to~day; bnt when I 
feel myself in the vein, I will think of you, and as I 
have always pen, ink, and paper at hand, you shall be 
•erved to your heart's content. 

Cambessedes is an excellent fellow, to whom, when 
you see him, you would do well to say a hundred kind 
things from me. I shall write to him from Cashmeer 
in less than a month. 

I am dreadiiilly sleepy. Adieu, then, my dear 
brother ! 1 love and embrace yon with all my heart. 
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TO M. PORPHTBE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Canip at Nut, near a village in Iht woods, among the nioun- 
lains, on the road to Cashmeer, — April 2(lth 1031. 

. My dear Bbothbr,— ^It is almost m tench as I can 
do to refmn from swearing upon paper ; but I shall 
aake ap for it in the open &ir. The lact is, peripate- 
ticism exposes its Totanes to snch a complication of 
annoyances, that they hare often a good mind to seat 
themselres upon the first stone, cross their btidb, and 
GBrM faeaTOi and earth. For the last fire days, I hare 
been continuBlly and rery joetifiably in a deril of a 
teaser, or rather in a positire liiry. This has taken 
place since my entrance into the mountains. 1 was to 
have found a number of mules and carriers, which the 
King ordered for me h)ag since; but the power ttf a 
sovereign in Asia decreases at leost as the cube of the 
distance from the place where he may be. Thus, at 
Sotdcsbainpore, my last halt in the plains Upon the 
banks of the JelaU, the people said they cared Tery 
Jittle for the King's orders, and receired only those of 
his eldest son. The Thanadar (mayor <» commandant) 
took refiige ia his mud fort, with a few wretches armed 
with matohlockg, and threatened to fire at my cararan, 
if I persisted in demanding that to which I was entitled. 
' Th« enrronnding riUagea paid for the rebellion of the 
chief town. My people paid them a marauding risit, 
and, after seizing my share, helped themselres pretty 
plsntifnlly. 

At Mirpore, where I was to bare found the mulee 
and carriersi nothing was ready. . I wanted forty of the 
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latter ; they were to have come every day, bnt after 
waiting; three days, not one came. I rated my Meh- 
mandar and the lieutenant of my escort, accused them 
of indifference and Winess ; but they imputed the cause 
to the total' insubordination of the petty monntaii) 
chiefs, and the constant rebellion of their vretctied 
subjects. When my people talked too lend, those (^ 
Mirpore, who had also their mud citadel, threatened to 
retire within it and shut the gates. If my Mend Oulab 
Sinf had not been six days' march off, I would imme- 
diately have written and requested him to send three or 
four hniidred regular infantry, in order' to make an 
example, by inflicting a hundred lashes upon the gentle- 
men of the staff at Mirpore ; but I should have been 
obliged to stay there twelve days, and tbe place was 
-entirely devoid of interest. The thermometer, besides, 
rose every day to 94°. Yesterday morning, therefore, 
having assembled thirty carriers, I had them loaded with 
the most indispensable part of my baggage, and off I 
started, leaving my two officers in the rear, to get out 
of the business as they might, and see to the forward- 
ing of the remainder. Having reached, before all my 
people, the banks of a river where I meant to encamp, 
I foand nothing to receive me but a bnming sun. Tbe . 
poordeviUarrivedatlaet, one after the other, at intervals 
of a quarter of an hoar, and at four o'clock in tbe after- 
noon I break&sted. 1 had now entered the dominions 
of Gnlab Sing. Wonders of all kinds were promised 
■Xo me. The chiefs of a neighbouring fort came to 
make their salaam. According to their account, it 
rained mules and carriers in their motmtains. However, 
nothing fell in tbe night, but oxide of hydn^n in 
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immeftsnrftble qtiantities ; and my yesterday's assem- 
blage of carriers, &r from iacreasing by the rain, melted 
in it like salt. This morning;, when I asked if any 
others had aniyed, I was informed that those of yester- 
day had decamped. 1 forthwith despatched my twenty 
mountaineer soldiers, ten only of whom had arnred the 
evening before, in search of them ; hut if the carriers 
were not made of salt, the soldiers were made of sugar — 
not a vestige of them was to be seen after the rain. 
The remainder of my caravan, . dragged on by asses 
obtained by force, were dreadAilly iatigned. I took your 
spy-glass, and swept the horizon in search of some village 
whither to wend our way, or rather to make a treaty,^ 
for it was carriers that I wanted ; but not the slightest 
trace of smoke cunld I discern, except on tbe opposite 
side of the torrent, which tbe stonn of the night had 
rendered impassable. However, a score of my Cash- 
meerians were at last unearthed, who had hid them' 
selves in the high grass. Leaving my fat Mebmandar 
behind rae to play Prometheus, and create men in tbe 
desert, for the conveyance of the other half of my 
baggage which was lying on the bank of the torrent 
like the' fragments of a shipwreck, I pushed forward, 
followed hy a small column, carrying witb me the most 
necessary part. I am now writing at my breakfast, 
although it is not yet noon ; and I enjoy my meal thus 
eariy from the circumstance of having made so many 
circuits, and climbed so much, right and left, in the 
monntaiDB, that I arrived after the first division of my 
people. Here I may wait. My cook has forty eggs, 
Ibur and rice in proportion; and around the village 
are some fields of green corn for horses, I have 
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«.t«nt, a chair, tftble, ink, pens, Koi paper, u 70a jier-' 
(teive. The fiitoation ie high enough not to be veiy 
warm ; and I leave my rear-gnard to tba care of 
Froridenoe. As for the mountain soldiers, witli tbeir 
matchlocks, and their ewordg, and their bucklers, somft 
came hither, aa a sample, and told me that they had 
.eaten nothing since the day before yesterday; thut 
is to say, since they hare been what they call on duty, 
near my person. Z drove them away like dogs; and 
the ep<^sman does not know how near he was getting 
a few kicks on the nether end of his person. To every 
symmetrical mind, but to a naturalist in particular, who 
recognises himself only by means of method, and by 
logical and ingenious daasificatione, the general tauve 
qui peut, and the va comme je le potuse, in this coun- 
try, with reference to both men and things, are truly 
confounding. Last year, when I left Semla, on my way 
to Tibet, 1 asked Kennedy for only two of his Gorkhas. 
These two men being broken-in to European discipline, 
drilled my carriers like a ship's crew ; and the latter 
often amounted to sixty. A single one would havs 
sufficed. Why have I not sach a detachment now ? 
They would do more business, and save me mors 
trouble, than all the rabble of horse and foot with which 
I am encumbered. Kennedy, indeed, offered me some ) 
but it was contrary to rqle, and, as it appeared to met 
he would, had I accepted his kind offer, have run the 
risk of committing himself with the Government. Be- 
sides, the King might have taken offence at my invading 
fiis territory with soldiers in, the British service. 
. To £11 up the measure this morning, — and mark I 
know not what may have happened to my rear-gnaid^ 
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wbich is perhaps where it was yesttiday, waiting, lik« 
th« emigrants at the camp of Villejuif, in March 1815, 
for meD to enable them to adrance, — well I to fill up the 
meaenre, I was obliged to prove my inGolubility in water, 
in order to reach this place without loss of any portion of 
my person ; for I was caught in a conple of deluges on the 
way. The tickets od a bag full of minerals were redacsd 
to a sop, and I shall hare to find out their former order. 
Then, two of my horsemen's horses fell down a preci- 
pice, whence they were recovered very lame; my own 
has lost bis shoes. This is not to be borne. The water 
for drrnking is nothing bnt mud ; it is a kind of choco- 
late, very disagreeable eren to an Indian traveller, who, ' 
after two years' of running about like me, ought nut to 
be very nice in bis potatians. Adieu, my dear brother, J 
am going to take a little walk near my tent, and give 
myself the satisfaction of swearing like a roll of drums. 
When you escorted parks of artillery, with bullbcks, 
through the mpd of Poland, yon perhaps experienced a 
slight tinge of the annoyance which now excruciates me, 
Nevertheless, one must have a good head, if not a good 
heart, ag«inst temptation. Be patient ; — untie, hot 
break not ; pnt down, but do not throw. Heavens ] 
how rank the bntterwas in my omelette I such a smack 
of stinking cheese I How hot the sun is shining 
between the two acts of the deluge; and I am under a 
thin cloth, where the air is stifling ! This is a letter, 
at least, which my &ther, if you give it him to read, 
will not be tempted to communicate to all oor friends. 
I. will conclude, in Indian, with a bkan choute/ an 
oath compared to which all ours are but very little ))f^% 
Adieu I 
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20tk, Evening, at ditmtr. 
My rexBtion hail not attained its zenith this morningf 
when I blotted a long sheet, of hieroglyphics for you. 
But the sun is hrighter after the etorni : the reprimand 
which I gave my Mehmandarbad a good effect. Here 
he comes with all the remainder of my baggage, and 
twelve Cashmeerians besides, whom he made prisoDerB 
in this village, the inhabitaats of which thought them- 
selves secure iirom my people's attacks because the 
torrent was impassable ; but my Mehmandar crossed it, 
as he told me> upon skins filled with air, and, with 
four soldiers, took by storm the twelve poor devils whom 
he brings with him. Meanwhile, the Vizier of a neigh- 
bouring petty mountain chief brought me ten men of 
his own growth, so that I am swimming in abundance. 
However, as I pay them, which tbey did not expect, 
having been apprehended in the king's name, and to 
he paid by him, the band about me are in excellent 
spirits. 

It is a horrible thing to want the necessary hands ; 
since, when there are not sufficient, those that have been 
seized become useless. Thus, I keep a number, which 
cost me four or five hundred francs a mouth, in order to 
have agood reputation, and to be able everywhere to get 
volunteers, who are always the best carriers, as well as 
the best soldiers. If I were to make use of the royal 
privilege which I enjoy, the peasants would forsake 
their villages at my approach, and my people find 
nothing to eat. This morning, as I was rambling at 
«ome distance from the road, among some very rough 
biUs covered with thick wood, I discovered three men 
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concealed. Though in search of a very different thing, 
I thought them a gw)d prize, and therefore said to 
one of wy men, " Seize them I " Thej were peasantB 
belonging to the neighbouring village, and had run away 
to escape the effect of domiciliary visits. Tbey loolced 
Tety foolish at being thus dislodged by chance. I pro- 
mised them that they should be paid, instead of being 
ill-used, aod they went gloomily enough to join the 
main body of my forces. Having never before seen a 
European, they 'put but little taith in my gilded words. 
The horizon, without metaphor, — that is to say, the 
sky above the mountains and plains, — has also cleared 
np. I feel myself quite alive, and in a humour to finish 
the perusal of Beaumont's book this evening. Since I 
have been twice only just missed by the lightning, I 
prefer every kind of cracker to Father Jupiter's, in the 
Himalaya at least, wh^re they are loaded with ball, and 
not badly pointed. It lightened enough to singe my 
beard, and the fluid seemed every instant to strike some 
of the trees under which I was encamped. I was also 
m the same tent in which, last year, in the Dhoon, two 
'of my people, who were changing my linen, were strack 
'Co the ground, and for a moment paralysed, by the &lt 
of the lightning upon a neighbouring tree. I recollect 
Chat at sea I had no greater affection for thunder and 
lightning. When you are alone in a storm, within 
accompaniment of this music, whether on ship-board or 
encamped in a desert, your chances of being hit seem 
Binch greater, because yon are the only one that Jupiter 
<!anaim at; and, although he is not very skilful, the 
most awkward hare their lucky hits. 
Abuse my infiuaonG writing if you like ; I wUl not 
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be angry with you. Howerer, you must excnss it, as 
well as this Cktshmeer pt^r, because in writing so badly 
on this slippery paper the pen foUoMra the thonght, and 
nerer remains behind; and the melal (St. Domingo 
style) most valuable to me, is time. You will at least 
see, in the disorder of these long letters, that althoag'h 
I am some thousand miles from you, tfae thongbt of yoo 
is not less vividly present to my mind, and that one oi 
the most agreeable itlusioos of my solitude is to recal 
your image to my mind, and converse with you exactly 
as if you were presont. 

Adieu I On account of the rain, with which I have 
been so completely soaked this morning, I shall allow 
myself a cigar after dinner ; but it will be whilst I am 
reading Elie de Beaumont's work. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT, THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Camp at BeraS, inn email plain in the mi4dlt of thfmomi- 
taini, on the road (u C<ahmeer,—A]inl2'ind 1831. 
My dear Fathbr, — I had promised myself never 
to believe in adventures ; but I have been compelled to 
yield to evidence, and yon will be converted too. 

The Indians and Persians term Cashmeer the terree- 
trial paradise. If the road leading to the other is very 
narrow and difficult, it is the same with that to Cash- 
meer in every sense of the expression. 

It was at Souksbainpore, on the banks of the Hydaa- 
pes, at the foot of the mountains, that the first shadows 
appeared in the picture of my ambulatory prosperity. 
- The chief of this little town, which is a fief of one of 
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the king's sons, refused to ohej Runjeet SiDg*B finnans 
Itir Enpplying m^ camp with the aecessary p^Tisions.- 
Ho abut himself up in his mud fort, with & few wretches 
umed with matchlocks, and threateved to fire at my 
Wsemen, if thej insisted any farther opnn obedtenee. 

I wrote imm#diatelf to the King at Urobritsir, to 
complain of this contempt for his authority) so pr^a- 
dicial to the hospitality which he meant to show me. 
My cavalry spread through the surrounding Tillages ; 
sttd I saiw them return from their foraging excursion 
^etty heavily laden. This is according to rule. 

N«xt day, 16th instant, I entered the Himalaya with 
my camels, and encamped at Mirpore, where a namerons 
body of mules vfs to be assembled, ready to supply the 
place of my camels, which were incapable of proceeding 
farther into the mountains. 

Instead of mules, I found at Mirpore a hundred ras- 
cals, with their matchlocks and little mud fort, indifferent 
enough to the Rajah's commands, for which they wovtld 
we cared still less had not my friend Gulah Sing been 
mcamped at the distance of a. few days' march, with 
three thousand regular troops. Ten times a day did 
nieggages and promises of mules and carriers pass between 
,my Mehmandar and the chief; but fot two days all 
tMs was without effect. On the evening of the third 
day, a score of Caahmeerian porters arrived. This was 
■xlf tbe requisite number ; but I was so enraged at 
Wng kept in a horribly hot place, entirely devoid of 
interest, that on the I9th I loaded these twenty men 
*itk the most necessary part of my bagg^^, and pushed 
M, leaving my Mehmandar behind with the rest, after 
'^nmanding him a little for bis cowardice. 
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Towards the middle of the day, I reached the banka 
of a torrent, near which I meant to encamp ; bnt mj 
little rear-guard did not airive till long af^ ; and I 
hreak&sted at sunset. It vas night before the rear- 
gnud appeared, in the most pitiable condition. Sheikh 
Bodder Boohs, my Mehmandar.and Mirza,the lieutenant 
of my escort, had seized half a dozen poor devils and a- 
troop of asses. These had brought the remainder of 
my baggage. 

A dreadful storm lasted the wliole night; and, as a 
scalded cat dreads cold water, and hot water still more, 
I recollected that, last year, in the Dhoon of Dehra, 
on the pinnacles of Moeeonri, the thundering god did 
not aim badly, supposing that he was firing at me ; and 
hearing the crackling of the trees around, and seeing mj 
tent almost constantly illuminated by the flashes, I con- 
fess I should have preferred a calm night, — moonlight) 
of course. 

It seems, however, that Jupiter fired only blank car- 
tridges that night ; for his terrible racket neither killed 
nor paralysed any one. 

But the torrents of rein, which served as fuel to this 
conflagration of the skies, melted ray asses, horseS) 
soldiers, and carriers, as if they had been sugar. 

At sunrise, I found only my escort, among whom 
there is a kind of discipline. But the rain bad be- 
numbed them, like serpents buried in the snow ; and 
their poor horses looked as if they were made of wood, 
they were so stiff. This little chosen band, however, 
by degrees got into motion, literally disinterred some of 
my foot soldiers, and assisted by the latter succeeded in 
picking up, right and left, the twenty Cashmeerians p£ 
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the day before. AH the reat of the ptuty had entireljr 
dUappeered. 

I agmu reprimanded Bodder Bocha, and this time 
severely ; and, wishing' faim the art of Fromethens, to 
iiqiroTise twenty camera in a desert, I pushed on, fel* 
lowed, as on the preceding evening;, by only the most 
necessary part of my baggage. 

The road was extremely difficult ; we were obliged to 
alight incessantly ; and, in spite of every precaution, the 
horses belonging to two of my escort fell over a pre- 
cipice, whence they were rescned very much bruised,' 
and very lame. For my own part, I was constantly on 
foot, hiunmer in hand. I frequently quitted the path, 
which was only a low and narrow gap in a jungle very ' 
thick with thorny tihruba, to gain some neighboaring 
eminence, and determine with my compass the direction 
of the strata beneath my feet. Armed servants followed 
me even in the smallest of these deviations; prudence 
required this* In one of these excursions, I dis- 
covered three men concealed : and, cocking my piece 
wd bringing it to my shoulder, the three suspicious 
dwracters proved by their terror the excess of my cir- 
cumspection. They were poor peasants belonging to a 
neighbouring village, who had sought refuge in the ^t- 
nesses of the wood to avoid meeting my little army, which 
chance had bronght near tbem. They gained nothing 
Dy it : I had them seized and conducted to the road, 
promising that they sbonld be paid for their trouble. 
They were, so fer, an addition to my means of conveyance. 
Nnr is the name of a wretched hamlet at some height 
in the mountains ; it was my second halting place. X 
urived late, wet to the skin. Bodder Bochs was not 
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loDg in coming up, with the rear-goard and some [»ri- 
Boners. He hiid crossed the torrent in the morning; on 
eking filled with air. On the other side of the stream, 
the inhabitsnts of a considerable Tillage were sleeping in 
security. Dnring' the first moment of surprise) he Har- 
ried off some thirty men. 

I now thought myself rid of my troubles ; but in tba 
evening famine appeared in my camp. All my people 
Came to tell me that they were hungry, and that there 
was nothing to eat in the neighbouring jungles. This 
was the &ult of the Mehmandar, who bad not told them 
to lake provisions with them. I recommended them to 
wait till next day, and commanded the soldiers to watch 
them well during the night. 

But there was another delage that night ; and the 
soldiers, who did not consider themselves insoluble in 
water, deserted their post in quest of shelter. Thus a 
deficiency was again found yesterday morning in tha 
number of my carriers. I acted as on the preceding day, 
and set out with a small troop. The distaDce was 
greater than usual, and the road very bad even for a 
Tibetan walker. Nevertheless, I arrived without acci- 
dent to myself or my escort, at Nekhi, a still more 
wretched village than that of the evening before. My 
horse bad iost his shoes, and was very lame. I did not 
fret much about this, because the nature of the road 
forced me to walk. 

Night approached, and I was a little surprised at not 
eeeing my Mehmandar; the more so, as the rest of my 
baggage, sent on by him, had joined the camp. At 
length one of his servants arrived, breathless, to tell ma 
that bis master had fidlen and broken bis arm. 
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CdntiBiy to the Aaiatic mie of not adnncinp a step 
towaids tn inferior, I seized the stick of one of my 
Cashmeerians, and followed by several of mf serruiU 
sod horsemea, descended from the mountain to assist 
the wounded man. They told me he was lying' in a 
Talley three lei^es irom the camp ; but at the risk 
of &lls and sprains without number I walked three 
hours before I feond him. His excessive cowardice dis- 
gnsted me, and made me almost regret coming in such 
k bnrryi if not so fu. This pusillanimity in a frame of 
bnwn and mnscia appeared only the more prominent. 
It was impossible for me to examine bis wound properly : 
my presence served only to prevent him from making 
himself ill with drinking bad arrack* to keep np his 
sinking spirits he said. I had the bottle broken. The 
night promised to be fine; so I left the wonnded man 
stretched on a bed, in the middle of a pine forest, sor- 
rounded by a score of servants and soldiers, to take care 
of him. I returned very late to the camp, by the very 
doubtfhl light of an exceedingly new moon, and through 
fnghtfiil roads. However, I mode all my people take 
the same precautions as myself; we dragged ourselves 
along without accident, for half an hour, close to im- 
mense walls, along vertical escarpments. 

Exhausted with btigue, and by an abundant perspira- 
tion during a fifteen hours' march, I had no appetite for 
supper. A little bad punch was made for me ; and as I 
bad entirely abandoned the use of fermented liquors for 
ibe last four months, it sent me to sleep immediately, 
if it did not intoxicate me without my knowledge during 
my slumber. 

This morning— for this is the grand day — nobody 

V OL.II. J 
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Ailed wUen Bummcmed — I meui those of tay bahd. 
They passed the ridge of the mountain at sunrise in 
good humour, to breakfast at the first halt; for we 
were to reach this place, Berali, the fiiet village after 
Mirpore. 

: I walked on, following vaj lame horse, in bad hnmoar 
with the rocks, on account of their nature and the direc- 
tion of their strata, thinking about my sick Mahman- 
dar, the difScnlty of conveying- him to this Tillage^ 
through such frightful roads, the impoBsibiUty of bis 
accompanying me on my journey, and the annoyance 
of applying to the King for another, &c On a sud- 
den, I found myself with my rear-guard, at the foot 
of a tall hill, with nearly vertical sides, and a flat sum- 
mit, on the edge of which I observed a fortress. I was 
informed that it belonged to the King, and was gar* 
risoned with three or four hundred soldiers, under the 
command of a royal governor. In fact, I soon saw some 
men of very suspicious appearance, armed with match- 
locks, swords, and bucklers, coming down the hill by 
the only path that led to the summit, and consequently 
the only one which it was possible to pass. 

Having made their salaams, they stated they came by 
their master's orders to show me the road, and look to 
the safety of my baggage. Their master, they added, 
was waiting for me in the plain by which the mountain 
3S crowned, to pay his respects to me, and offer me a 
nuzser (a present from an inferior to a superior). In 
this account there was nothing at all improbable ; and, 
after an hour's painful climbing, I reached the top, in 
the rear of my escort. It was a very pretty, smooth 
grass plot. The fort rose in the middle, on a monod, 
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«nd grtetly contribnted to the picturesque effect of the 
lantUcape. Numerous groups of soldiers appeared ia 
their oriental accoutrements, and imparted to this pic- 
ture all the local character which the gentlemen of the 
Globe could desire. I found tnj caravan reposing under 
ftn immense banyan tree, the only tree in this singular 
place. I ordered them to continue their march. My 
iervants informed me that they were not allowed to 
proceed, and that the people of the fort detained' them. 

Meanwhile, 'a 'great number of the latter had ap- 
proached me: they crowded round my horse, which I 
had again mounted ; but curiosity seemed their only 
motive, and they made way at ray bidding. However, 
the crowd had so greatly increased, that the men of my 
escort seemed lost in it. Impatient at this delay, I 
commanded them to bring the Governor before me as 
speedily as possible. He soon came, surrounded by a 
fresh body of soldiers, much worse-looking than the 
preceding. He was so wretchedly clad, that I was 
obliged to ask Mirza which of these ragged vagabonds 
was the chief. From respect to the King, whose officer 
be is, I dismounted to receive his compliments, as he 
was himself on foot. He presented me with a kid, 
which my purveyor carried off. I conld scarcely wait 
until he had ended his speech before I expressed my 
indignation at his refusal to allow my caravan to pro- 
ceed. I spoke too with great vehemence, asking if 
it was true he had dared to give such an order. Neal 
Sing (for that was the name of this bandit) appeared a 
little disconcerted at my violence ; and, without reply- 
ing to my question, offered me as many soldiers as I 
wished, to guard my baggage. I told him that be' and 
F 2 
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I bein^ the only inhtkbitantB of this desert, I had no 
need of bis soldiers; and the only thing I reqnired of 
him mts to make them fall back and allow my people 
to proceed. He gave me to understand that such an 
order on bis part would not be obeyed, and again 
entreated me to take a guard irom bis troops. I now 
tfaougbt it prudent to accept his offer. 

My situation, bowever, was evidently that of a pri- 
soner. My Jemidhar Mirza spoke only with joined 
hands to Neal Sing, who gave himself airs in propor- 
tion. The brigand at length, after a long list of the 
injuries the king had inflicted upon him, and which 
Thean Sing,ilunjeet'B minister (the brother of my Jirieud 
Gulab Sing) had advised, declared to me with clasped 
hands, — mark this — and in the humblest and mosteub* 
missive language, that having, in the possession of my 
person, the means of forcing the King to grant him 
redress, he should keep me prisoner until justice was 
done bim ; and that I, my escort, and my baggage, 
should serve as hostages and sureties. 

The man grew warm with the recital of bis misfor- 
tunes, which, be said, were the reward of his fidelity. 
Gulab Sing wished to make him surrender the fortress 
intrusted to him by the king. It was on account of bis 
having constantly defended it against that lord, that 
Thean Sing, being near the King's person, had rendered 
the monarch's orders ibr his pay of no avail He had 
for three years received nothing; he bad no better 
dress than the rags he wore ; bis soldiers lived upon 
the grass of the fields and the leaves of the trees. 

I saw, with a secret — ayel a very secret — displeasure, 
the effect of his eloquence upon the famished and armed 
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tnnltitnde into whose power I bftd follea. A ^neral 
clamoar Mttse, Jreqaently ftboT« the Toice of the chief; 
and the conclusion of his speech was drowned in this 
nenacin^ appUnee. Each, as he listened, examined 
the lighted match of his gnn, and knocked off the 
ashes. Several of the soldiers attempted to speak after 
their chief had done ; but I imperiously commanded this 
rabble to be silent, and I then heard nothings but slight 
murmnrs, which the chief himself was not afraid to 
enppress. The calm indifferettee which I affected, and 
the unstudied loftiness of my langua^, struck these 
wretches with awe. My contempt overpowered them. 
They certainly had never heard any of their Rajaba 
talk of themselves, as I did, in the third person. Runjeet 
Sing is the only one who does so in the Punjab ; and 
while I paid myself these compliments, I spoke to them 
as to mere servants. By this manceuvre I snccseded in 
aepaiating the greater number from their chief, whom I 
treated with the same &miltarity, but with a tone of 
kindness and protection. I led him under the shade of 
the banyan-tree I have mentioned, to converse more 
privately with him. Imade him sit humbly upon the 
ground, whilst I had one of my chairs prepared for 
myself. He seemed eager to enter upon business ; but 
I called out to my Mehmandar to bring me a glass of 
emi »ucr6, which was a long time preparing. Then, 
complaining of heat, I ordered another of my servants 
to hold a parasol over my )iead, and a third to &n me 
with a plume of peacock's feathers. I took all my little 
comforts, not only without abating any part of them, 
but, I asBKT&you, adding largely to them ; leaving Neal 
Sing on the ground, in all his humility, to reflect in 
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eilenc« upon the enonnity of tbe crime he ma about td 
commit, and its conseqneDcea to himself. I then ex< 
plained to him nnder whose auspices I visited the 
coDDtiy, and the terrihle vengeance vrbich the king 
would not fell to .inflict for any offence I mig'ht receive 
in bis dominionst because he would be naturally anxious 
to convince the British Government that it was not 
done with his participation. 

Neal iSing protested that he had entertained no 
criminal intentions towards me. He had no doubt) he 
said, that the moment the king knew I was in his hands 
be would obtain Taf release, by the payment of what 
had been so long due. I replied, that, after offering 
such an insult to Runjeet Sing, he could never hope to 
obtain a sincere pardon ; but that sooner or later soma 
cruel chastisement would be inflicted upon him. I 
affected to say these things, not in a menacing tonei 
but as if I was speeJcing to him for his own interestt 
This artifice was not unGuccessful. Neal Sing proposed 
to set me free, and to retain only my baggage. I 
declined his proposal, giving him reasons for so doingt 
calculated to make him still more conscious of the 
immeasurable distance between us. I travel without 
my tents — my furniture — my books — my clothes I — I, 
who change my dress twice a day I The proposal was as 
absurd as it was inadmissible I I looked at my watch, 
told my purveyor it was break&st-time, and ordered 
him to get it ready immediately. I knew very well 
that nothing was ready ; nor could anything have been 
ready, since all my followers were detained as prisonen 
by Neal Sing's people, before whom my servants took- 
care not to open a single package. I ordered some milk to 
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be brought. My serrant, at his wits'-end, asked me 
where he was to get it. 
, " Don't you hear," said I to Neal Sing, " that the 
lord wishes to hare some milk ? Send immediately to 
the neiglhhoaring Tillages, that some may be brought 
without delay." 

The brigand was a little confounded by this policy 
of mine ; and in his hesitation be despatched some of 
his band in quest of the required bererage. I saw 
them go ; and when they had gone a hundred pacesi 
I called them back, and told my butler to expluo to 
them that it was cow's milk, and not buffiJo's or 
goat's, that I wanted, and that they must see the 
finimal milked. 

In this way, I accustomed Neal Sing's men to obey me 
ia trifling things, in order to fiicUitate the settlement of 
the principal business about which I had yet to treat 
with them. I also delayed this settlement by a number 
of artifices, as I perceived that the species of truce 
which I had brought about iaroured my interests, fay 
the ascendency which Neal Sing allowed me to assume 
over him. When I thought the moment tavoumbte, I 
proposed to make him a present, and give him the sup-< 
port of^y interest with the King.— He had shown me 
BO many good royal bills, that a slip of paper more, 
written by my hand, would appear no great additioa to 
his wealth ; I therefore offered something more solid. 
He demanded two thousand rupees. Some of his band, 
who were collected around us, shouted : " No I no I ten 
thonsanrd I " This only produced on my part an epithet 
of contempt, which none dared to resenti and which, 
teemed so greatly to humiliate them in the eyes 9f the. 
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rest, that nooe afterfrai-ds ventured to interrnpt my 
conTersation with their chief. 

" Neither ten thousand, nor two, nor even one;" 
I replied, and for the very good reason that I had them 
not ; " but, in consideration of yonr wretched position, 
I will give you five hundred rupees." 

" Five hundred rupees ! '' ha exclaimed " what good 
would such a sum do us ? We are four hundred of us, 
who have been starving these three years. You must 
give two thousand rupees, or remain a prisoner." 

Without appearing to notice his alternative, I shmgged 
up my shoulders at the absurdity of the demand, and 
offered to allow my treasurer to convince him of it. He 
readily accepted the proposal to see my treasure countedi 
I reproved tum for it with hanghtiness, severity, and 
contempt, as if what I said could be otherwise than 
trne. 

" The Asiatics," I said to him, " are wretches who 
would perjure themselves for a rupee ; hut have not 
you heard what the word of a Christian lord is P" 

He made excuses with clasped hands, protesting that 
he believed me, but repeating that five hundred rupees 
would not be sufficient for his people. 

I now changed the place of our conferenae. Per- 
ceiving a little shady vtdley. I ordered Neal Sing to 
accompany me thither, and we would continue it. I 
took great care to be constantly wanting something ont 
of my trunks, in order that all my baggage might 
follow me, and to prove to the wretches who sur- 
rounded me, that there was a limit to the reheUion of 
their chief, and that I did not consider myself at all 
^ir prisimer. 1 stopped twenty times to look at soma 
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plant, examine it frith a magnifying glass, have it 
^hered, and put into a book, by one of my servants 
whose business this was. Neal Sing had to aoswer my 
qnestiouB about the names and uses of such [dantfl. 
These delays and this hangbtiaesa of manner, put tb« 
mob of mountain soldiers out of humour; but they 
were silent. 

I had, however, much bettered my situation. The 
man, who held me prisoner, and was master of my life, 
allowed me to offer him my protection. He complained 
that he had never been able to let the King know bis 
grievancea, because Tltean Sing intercepted his Utters. 
He begged me to write to M. Allard, to request that he 
would deliver them. I immediately seiied the oppor- 
tunity and wrote to this kind friend, relating, my adven- 
ture, and regretting that I could not acquaint him with 
its termination. Neal Sing received my letter with 
every token of respect. PoUteness of bearing ie some* 
thing in a robber. The idea of keeping me prisoner 
was gradually abandoned, altbongh I firmly repeated 
that I had not a thousand rupees. I demanded infer* 
■nation concerning the roads, and distances ; 1 asked how 
&r it was to the next village (where I am now), and what 
reaonrces it oS'ered for a caravan, which had been starving 
for eightHuid-forty bonrs. I succeeded in getting my 
tents and pantry sent forward ; and I manceuvred so as 
to save even the five hundred rnpees which I had at firat 
ofiered, while the knife was at my throat. But I novf 
perceived the popularity of the chief decline so much 
•mcMig his men, that to prevent on explosion, which 
would have been the signal for plundering my baggage, 
pefih»ps, aiait, that of a good many shots, I an,ticipBte4 
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the tempaot) and, with my graodest air of dignity; 
ordered my traagurer to count out fire hundred rupees 
to Neal Sing. 

The rest of my adventure is merelj' comic The 
robber in chief assured me that he would not touch the 
money, unleBs I declared it was my good pleasure to 
^ire it to him. He almost made me laugh at the bnmi'* 
iity of his protestations. He would henceforth be ray 
servant, because he should have tatted of ny tab (s 
popular figure in all the Indian languages). Were it 
not for his exceasire poverty, he would have made me 
a nttxxer (offering) very superior to a kid ; but I, who 
treated him so generously', well knew his submission to 
all my desires, and how poor he was. My servant only 
had to take a few rupees from a bag, and put them into 
A larger one, in order to make up five hundred. He 
gave this bag to Neal Sing, who, with an humble and 
suppliant air, begged me to condescend to touch the 
money aod his band when he received it, in order to 
prove to him that the present was the pure effect of my 
goodness, and of my satisiaction at his services. I con- 
sented, but with my left hand ; and when the robber felt 
the finger with which I touched the bag, press lightly 
on his hand, he prostrated himself, and said that he was 
the most faithful, the most grateful, and the most de< 
voted of my followers, and that if I permitted him to 
take that name, the most attached of my friends. He 
then said a few words to Mirza, to extort a few rupees 
from him ; and my poor devil of a lieutenant, with big 
hands joined, and a very piteous look, excused himself 
on the score of poverty. I restored the Jemidbar's con^^ 
fideace, by telling the robber imperiously that if he hR4 
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eaten of my salt, Miiza bad also eaten of my sdt. I 
made them shake hands to cement this theatrical friend- 
ship, and then commanded my caravan to resume Jte 
march to Berali I Neai Sing offered me fifty of his 
banditti for an escort, which I pradently refused. I 
asked him for five only, and ordered him (for in words 
I was the master, and had scarcely erer ceased being so) 
to send back all the others into the ibrtress. In taking 
leave of me, which may be interpreted restoring me to 
freedom, be asked me, in alowToice, for a bottle of win^ 
whioh I bad the good &ith to send bim, after having 
promised it. I thought, however, that it would be too 
ridiculous to have a bottle of my old port emptied to 
my health by so arrant a knave ; so I sent bim one of 
I>elhi arrack, which serves me instead of spirits of wine. 

The five brigands he had given me, appeuvd very 
nneasy at finding themselves in a minority. They 
escaped at the turning of a mountain, and, joining some 
others who had secretly left the fort, stole the lean kid 
which one of my attendants was driving before him, 
and which would most assuredly have been the dearest 
meat I ever tasted. 

This village is exposed to Ne^ Sing's attacks, when 
&iiune drives him from his forest iastnesses ; and it 
might be possible that the scent of my rupees, though 
they know that I have not three hundred left, attracted 
some of his band to-nigbt. But my men are on their 
guard) and capable of beating ofi', if they have courage 
enough, which I doubt, any attack not made by Netd 
Sing's whole body. I am writing to yoa with jHstols on 
tbe table, others nnder my pillow, and my gun leaning 
against the bed. I hare no doubt that bringing down 
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two men Eit the first ahot would make kd impressioit 
apon the others, nDless they form, as they did this 
morning', an overwhelming^ majority. 

To-morrow I shall encamp near a small town ; mj 
safety will then be complete till 1 reach Caabmeer. My 
caravan will be re-victnalled there, and I shall despatch 
messen^rs by aaother road to inform the King of my 
adventnre, and demand satiifoction ; likewise to acquaint 
'M. Allard with its favourable issue. Woe to the moat 
devoted of my servants, the most attached of my Aiends, 
if Ranjeet Sing commissions M. Allard to chastise his 
insi^noel He has a good chance of being' hanged on 
the banyan-tree, which witnessed his treason, and it 
would be the greatest service M. Allard could render 
liim: for if he delivered him up to the king, Rnnjeet 
woirid only preserve his life, if it resisted the most 
horrible mutilations. I therefore trust M. Allard will 
do Neal this kindness. It is true I solemnly declared 
that I was delighted at giving him five hundred TupeeSj 
and it is also fme that I wag delighted at getting off tor 
that sum. But my delight, as you may easily im^ne, 
is only r.elatire. 

: I suppose this evening (ten o'clock) that Bodder 
Bochi^ having got wind of my adventure, will not thrust 
hbnself into the wasp's nest. But there ia no other 
road for him, and the want of provisions will make it 
impossible for bim to return to Mirpore. Neal Siag 
will make him pay dearly for his welcome, if he catches 
bim, for Bodder ia the confidant of Thean Sing, to 
whom Neal attributes his misfortunes. He spears to 
me, besides^ to be but an indifferent character, and not 
worth regretting aa a Mehmandor, 
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I hope, my de&r &ther, that I shall not have to add 
to this letter, already long enough, other atoiies of the 
sune kind. If, however, yon are heaceforward obliged 
to admit that snch tilings as adventures really exist, 
joa see to how little, at^r all, they may be reduced. 
This one has cost me fifty louis, but the Rajah has 
given me five handred. I em therefore playing upoa 
velvet. I have no &ult to find with myself in this matter : 
DO human prudence could have avoided it. Violence 
woold have cost the lives of some of the brigands, 
mtbout giving one of my people the least chance of 
escape. I conld therefore only play the diplomatist; 
■nd I esteem myself very fortunate in getting out of the 
sctspe, and saving, at the aame time, a bill at sight on 
Ctuhmeer for two hundred louis, besides the King's 
ldielat,~and obeerving forms so completely, that I 

l>elieve verily the Marquis of ■■ - — , the Duke of , 

uid the Prince of , my old schoolfellows, bat now 

very able, high and mighty lords, formed of the stuff 
they make, ambassadors of, (which appears comical 
enoogh,) could not have done better. At some future 
time, when I sm with you, and have returned to the 
UoDotonons round of sedentary Enropean life, I shall 
hare more pleasure in recalling these diplomatic recol- 
lections of my yonth, than their aforesaid lordships in 
^Bcalling their embassies. I envy them nothing. The 
strolling life, some of the vicissitudes of which I have 
'■ere related you, has also, in the present, pleasures 
vhich are unknown at Paris. I allow my imagination 
^ yield to such pleasnres while my mind is continually 
employed upon real objects of study. Add to this, 
tODie philosophy — for which I do not think myself much 
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obliged to our friend Seneca— good health, uid a pair 
of excelleat le^ ; — and beliere me, mine is the toori 
enviable condition. Adieu ! 

April 23rd. Camp at SoleU. 
Well, I am at last rid of Neal Sing, and hare nothings 
more to fear from bis ooctumal attacks I Why was )t 
not written above that I should arrive a day later in his 
domains? He would then have robbed me this morn- 
ii^ ; bat I should now make him refund, and give him 
a hnndred lashes, as a token of my gratitude for hiri 
good and loyal services. I wiU explain how. This 
morning, at a short distance from Berali, I met the 
army on its return from Cashmeer ; and as it was im- 
possible for two horses, and sometimes even for two 
men on foot, to go abreast in these paths cut on the 
verge of precipices, I sat myself down in the shade by 
the road side, and reviewed two or three thousand men^ 
who defiled before me. Their commander. Sheik Nur 
Muhammed, alighted from his horse, and advanced 
respectfully towards me, offering me some rupees as- & 
nnzzer. I made him sit down upon the grass by my 
side without ceremony, and remained more than an 
hour conversing with him. I related to bim my mishap 
of yesterday ; and before I rose wrote all the essential 
particulars to M. Allard, in order that he might lay 
them before the king as soon as possible. Sbeik Nur 
Mohammed promised to deliver this letter to M. 
Allard, whose camp he will reach in six days. On his 
march he will ascertain whether Neal Sing has laid 
hands on my Mehmandar, in which case he will besiege 
bim in his fortress. Nnr Muhammed further proposed 
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tobesiegethebanditatalleTents, in order that the lattei' 
migpht be punished as qnickly as possible; bnt I dis-i 
iiuded bim from this, because I am anzions to give 
precedence to the Kin^ in the satisfaction I expect. 
To have bad the pleasure of witnessing the punishmentt 
I should no doubt hare accepted Nut Mnhanimed's 
polite offer, had I met him jiesterday. 

The force he commands is returning to Lahore tct/ 
discontented. The last Sonbah of Cashmeer, who raised 
these men, treated them generously, and they are aware 
that they shall be badly paid by the Kiu^. They are, 
moreorer, irritated against him on account of the gross 
iDJDStice he committed towards their former chief. Had 
it not been for a few companies formerly disciplined, 
and intermingled with the irregular Sikhs, my baggage 
vonld probably hare been plundered; but the moment 
I met the Sheik, this ferocious mob were silent, pre- 
senting arms as they passed me. 

By tbe road side, I saw the body of a man hanging to 
^tree, apparently executed that morning. I asked who 
be was, and why he bad been hanged, but every passer- 
M seemed indifferent to the matter, and appeared no 
I'stter informed than I was. In the East, a poor man's 
life is considered of rery trifling importance. 

One must have trarelled in the Punjab to know of 
what immense benefit to humanity the English domi> 
nion in India is, and from what wretchedness it saves 
^gbty millions of souls- In tbe Punjab an enormous 
'iaction of the people subsist only by their guns. These 
us perhaps the most worthless of all the iobabitants ; 
■■lit, in strict justice, they would have a right only to 
be hanged. I cannot witness the irightfiil evils of 
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the present system of goyemiag these people without 
ftrdeotly desiring to see the British extend their fron- 
tiers from the Sutledge to the Indus, and the Rnssiaas 
occupj the other bank of that river. It is generaUj 
beheved that it would be the period of a dreadful conflict 
between those two great powers, which would decide the 
&teof Asiatothe Westofthelrady ; but I think on the 
Goutrory, that not till then would peace reign through- 
out those vast regions. European civilisation detervet 
to invade the universe. For waht of the civilisation of 
the West, its rnle alone is Mill of immense benefit to 
the nations of the other parts of the globe, and it is 
probabljr the only one which the religions iostitotions 
of the East will permit us to confer upon Asia. 

May 1 St. Camp at Kohulaht valley <if the Betar. 
. I have made but little progiress daring the last week. 
Both man and beast bad great need of rest at Koteii, 
where nothing could be obtained capable of speedily 
recruiting their strength. On the 27th, I arrived at 
Prounch, in a pitiable state, spitting blood. I cut the 
disorder short by a bold maniBavre. I made some of 
m7 men fish for leeches in the neighbouring streams, 
and applied sixty-five to my chest and epigastrium. , To 
repur this great loss of blood, I had two sheep a day 
killed, and ate as much mutton as I po'ssibly could. I 
now perfectly recovered. It was no doubt a cold, 
brought on by my forced march, and which had struck 
on my chest. There is ao help for it : there are 
marches in which I have to cross four torrents of icy 
water, above my waiat, and I may think myself lucky 
if I escape being drowned. 
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The threateniiig horizon with which I was tnrronnded 
It Koteli, has very much cleared npi The day aftei 
to-moiraw I Hfaall cross the chain whi^h separates the 
rsUey of Cashmeer trom the mountains. 

At Ouri, a short distance from hence, there is a 
loitress belonging to the King ; but it is too near the 
great centre of authority, Cashmeer, for the Killadar 
(Governor) to take the same liberties with me that 
Keal ing did. Besides, I am pennyless. 

I wrote to the king; from Koteli, relating my adTen- 
tnre, and demanding satis&ction. In a fortnight I ehall 
ka»e his reply. 

I slso wrote to Wade, whom Lord William Bentinck 
a about to despatch on a mission to Lahore, to retnm to 
Ae Rajah the compliments of which the latter sent him 
awhole cargo at Semla. It is necessary for my safety in 
ny fiitnre excursions that the brigand should receive an 
exemplary chastisement. 

Catbmea; May \Zth 1831. 

Here I am at last, and have been for several days 
put. The Frounch pass, thongh still encumbered with 
mow, was hnt child's play to me. Last year, in Tibet, 
I ascended several times to nearly donhle that height. 

I found, to be sure, on the road, people who cared very 
httle for the King's orders ; bnt their disobedience raised 
no coDsider^le obstacle. I arrived here on the 8th. 
Tfae Governor, being informed of my approach, sent fais 
boat and officers to receive me two leagues from the 
city, and escort me to tfae garden prepared for my resi- 
dence. It is planted with lilacs and rose-trees not yet 
b flower, and with immense planes. In one of the 
sngles stands a little trangslow, looking upon the like. 

VOL. II. Q 
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la this I have taken up my abode. My attendaiite are 
at hand, in my teots, pitched under the large trees. 
They are hastily erecting huts for my cavalry and 

If the Governor of Cashmeer had been a great lord, I 
shonld not have hesitated to pay him the first visit- 
But he is a man of low extraction, who only holds the 
office for a time. I therefore refused to show him this 
deference. For a parvenu he was very tractable. It 
was ag;reed, at once, that our interview should take 
place the next day, at Sbalibag, the Trianon of the old 
Mogul Emperors. It is a little palace, now deserted, 
bat still delightful from its situation and its magnificent 
groves. It is two leagues from my house, on the other 
side of the lake. The Governor sent his barge, vrith & 
numerous guard, which made quite a flotilla, and I went 
to Sbslibag on board my &ag ship. The Governor bad 
ordered festivities for my arrival. The fountains were 
playing in the gardens, which were crowded; the Sikh 
troths, in their magnificent and picturesque uniforms, 
occupied every avenue. My presence alone was wanting 
for the daacing and music to begin. The Governor 
rubbed his long beard upon my left shoulder, whilst E 
rohbed mine upon his right. We sat close to each 
other upon chairs; the vice-regal court sat round us 
upon the carpet; and, after exchanging the usu^ 
compliments, the rejoicings commenced. 

The insipid interlude of songs and dancing, which 
the Orientals can look at with pleasure from morning 
till night, is called nauich. It is graceful nowhere but 
tft Delhi. The Cashmeerian beauties had nothing in 
their eyes to compensate for the roonotonj of their 
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duicin^ and sin^ng. They were browner, that is to 
my blacker, tfaan the choiusBes and corps de ballet of 
Lahore, Umbritsir, Loodheeana, and Delhi. I renmined 
uloDg as I fonnd pleasure in it, looking at the &ntastiG 
Bichitectore of the jialace, the rariety and splendoor of 
the warlike figures grouped around me, the colossal 
size of the trees, the green sward, the water^ts, and 
in the distance the bine mountains with their white 
samoiitB. After half an boor's staj, I took leave of 
the GoTeraor, and returned home in the same order in 
which I had set ont. 

My boDgalow had bnt very flimsy walls, being closed 
only by Venetian blinds, elegantly carved, and with in- 
finite art. It was open to every wind, and to the 
inqturing- gaze of Cashmeerian idlers, who came by 
thousands, in their little boats, to look at me, as tbey 
would at a wild beast through the bars of his cage. I 
bare had it lined inside with canvass, which shelters me 
tolerably from the wind, and completely screens me 
from public curiosity. The Governor has sent me a 
numerous guard of a half regular corps nnder his more 
especial command. There are sentinels all round the 
garden, and indiscreet persons who approach it get their 
share of blows. I was obliged to give orders to this 
effect : I shonld not be respected without it. This pretty 
spot will serve as my residence, or rather head-qnarters, 
for the next five months. Its situation is very central, 
beiug in the middle of this country. I shall leave the 
heaviest part of my baggage there, and make a series of 
escursions round it, in my boat, on horseback, or on 
foot, according to the nature of the places I have to 
visit. The King's munificence allows me to incur the 
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expentes nocessary for forming considerable zoological 
collections. I think that in fire mouths the ba^sg^e 
I hare already trill be doubled. 

I ■was not withont some (ears, on coming: here. Foe 
sereral years past, an Afghan &natic, Seyd Ahmed, has 
been threatening Cashmeeri but the day before yester- 
day the fort fired a royal salute, and the Goremor sent 
me word that Sheer Sing, one of the King's sons, had 
just giren him battle, near Mozufferabad, and he and his 
Whgle army had been destroyed. Public report adds 
that Sheer Sing is coming here as riceroy. Althoogh 
I hare good reason to be satisfied with the attentions of 
the present Governor, I am anxious for the Prince's 
arriraL He is a great frieud of M. Allard's, and cannot 
fail to treat me welL His authority will be mnch mora 
powerful in this country than that of the present chief, 
4nd he will be able to protect me much more effectually 
in my excursions. However, every one knows at pre- 
sent that I am not to be trifled with. A royal firman 
^rired the day before yesterday,, announcing that the 
King being informed of my adventure at Tolncbee has 
driven Neal Sing away, ruined him, and ordered his 
qose and ears to be cut off if he shows himself at 
lAhore. The same firman enjoins the Governor to send 
me immediately fire hundred rupees, eridently intend* 
^ by the king, as a restitution of the sum which 
Neal Sing extorted from me. The manner in which 
Bunjeet speaks of me is this firman erinces great 
«steem and real kindness, and has produced a wonderfiil 
effect here. In a few days I shall write to the fiajah 
and thank him. , 

As I dreaded the cruelty with which the King's i!«n- 
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glance threatened to treat Neal Sin^, I took the liberty^ 
in the letter in which I informed him of my adrentnTei 
to designate the punishment which I wished ehould be 
inflicted npon the culprit. I related how the Utter had 
mystified me in forcing me to declare that it was my 
good pleasure to give him five hundred rupees ; and I re- 
qtiested thatRunjeet would makehimdisgot^ the money 
fer the benefit of the poor; that fire hundred lashes 
ehmtld then be given to him, he being compelled to 
dedare that it was his will and pleasure to be flogged* 
If Rnnjeet was in good humour the day he received my 
letter, he no doubt tanghed at the joke; and Neal Sing 
will receive the paniehment in question, of his own firee 
will, and for his own enjoyment. 

I mentioned to you a man hanged at Koteli. A 
dozen were suspended from trees near my camp, on the 
banks of the rirer. When the Governor visited me, he 
told me, with an air of indifl'erence, that in the first year 
of his government he had hanged two hundred, but that 
now, one here and there was sufficient to keep the 
country in order. Now mark that the country is a 
wretched and almost desert province. For my part, if 
I had to govern it, I should begin by putting in irons 
the Governor and his three hundred soldiers, who are 
the greatest thieves of all, and I wonld make them work 
in the formation of a good road. They now live in 
idleness npon the bbonr of the poor peasants: they. 
should continue to subsist on the same rice, but then 
they sbonld earn it. 

The devemess and T<^ery of the Cashmemans are 
proveriiial in the East. Crowds of pretended people of 
quality coma and ofi^^r me their services as cicertmi. 



m A JOURMKT IN INDIA, TIBKT, 

Thef know every thing, thej hare been every where; 
and when 1 question them doselyi I discover tbit their 
knowledge ia only a witty impoetore. Some, howeveri 
have been recommended to me by M. Allard, and I 
frequently receive their visits. I have an honfs lesson 
in Persian every morning from one who is of Mt^inI 
extraction. As for the pundits, who are all of the 
Brahminee csste, their ignor&nce is extreme ; there is 
not one of my Hindoo servants who does not consider 
himself of superior caste to them. They eat every thing 
but beef, and drink arrack. In India none but the most 
in&mons castes do this. 

It is not possible for me to return by Ladak, as was 
my intention i the jonmey wonld be too dangerous! 
When I leave Caehmeer, my scientific baggage will be 
too valuable to be risked in the desert. From I^onnch 
to this place I had an escort of fifty men ; bnt this is 
not sn£Bcient :— in the event of an untoward encounter, 
I should require five hundred — an army. I shall no 
doubt return to Serola, by way of Kishtewar, Shnmba, 
and the Kolloo country, or else by Rajur, Jummoo, 
and Belaspore. I shall contrive it so that every petty 
prince through whose dominions I may have to pass 
shall receive a firman from Buojeet Sing, to inform him 
beforehand of my arrivaL Bnt half of this journey lies 
through the territories of the Bajah Gulab Sing, whose 
regal residence is at Jnmmoo, where I shall have nothing 
to fear. Nevertheless, of whatever kind be the weather, 
' it will he a fine day when I recross the Sntledge. 

My health is now perfectly good ; it cannot be other- 
wise in BO healthy a climate. In a month hence, I 
•hall eat cherries from my own garden — then a^cots, 
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|)eBcIies, and almonds — then apples and pears— and, 
lastly, grapes. I walk ererj evening' under a superb 
vine arbonr, the TJaes of which, though still joung, are 
two feet in circnmference. I nerer before saw any like 
them. I am also promised delicious melona, and eren 
water melons. This latter promise is also that of a 
very hot snmmer ; but it resembles ours in the South 
of France— the productions are the same. We have 
now the same weather as at Paris, but finer, and more 
settled. 

At Shamnpore I saw ahundred Cashmeerisn plants, 
broug-ht into India by native merchants. Half of them 
grow also in the Himalaya, to the East of the Sntledge. 
Haring determined the mean altitude at which each 
grows, I made a conjecture, of remarkable accuracy, 
concerning: the absolute elevation of Cashmeer. I sup- 
posed it to l>e five or six thousand English feet. Now, 
some barometrical observations made since my arrival, 
but which I have yet been able to calculate only approx- 
imately, by comparing the meridian means for the month 
of May, at Calcutta, Bombay, and Shamnpore, give me 
an elevation of five thousand three hundred and fifty 
feet. 

I have just discovered that my cook was a long time 
in the service of an English physician, a great epicure, 
uid I have given him carle-hlanche for the exercise of 
his talents. As the raw material is not scarce here, I 
almost feast since this discovery. These good dinners 
that I boast of so much, are, however, guiltless of bread 
or wiue. The aqueous regimen, to which necessity has 
condemned me, often makes me long, like a pregnant 
woman,;fb.r a bottle of light wipe. I have. much better 
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^erTODts thcut I had lust year — especkllj the bead oae^ 
who acts as my treasurer. I could not touch a piece of 
money in tbia country without forfeiting all claim to 
respect ; and it was very fortunate for me to find among^ 
my attendants a trast-worthy serrant, to keep, open, 
and sbnt my purse, keeping an acconnt of eVery thing 
i^ceived and disburEed. I hare also double the nnmber 
that I bad during my finit campaign in the Himalaya. 
■This 18 a. heary expense, but unavoidable. After all, 
the number does not exceed fourteen. Now, M. Alhrd 
has a; hundred and fifty, — and tbey are not sufficient for 
him. 

I yesterday beard from this gentleman, who sent me 
letters from India, Loodheeana, and Delhi, all of reiy 
old dates, his messenger baring been lost a week in the 
snow. I am informed from Delhi of the retirement of 
the Wellington cabinet, and bave received a Bombay 
Gazette, finm which I learn the insurrection at Warsaw^ 
but not a word about the affairs of France. In my 
ignorance of the way in which matters may go on, I 
rejoice at the elevation of Mr. Brougham and Earl Grey 
to the ministry. It seems to me a pledge of friendship 
between France and Great Britain, and this good under- 
Btanding appears the necessary condition of the peace 
of Eun^e. It remains to be seen whether the Duke of 
Wellington will not be able to secure a majority in the 
House of Lords against the Whig ministry, which may 
oblige it to quit the field, or at least to contend for 
freedom without advantage. 

I shall soon write to the Jardtn a letter which will 
be agreeable to M. Cuvier, for it will promise him all 
the fishes of Casbmeer. This will make a bundred 
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jumps ere it reaches you ; I know not wbflttier it vill 
still find M. Cordier at Chandemagore reaij to forward 
it. For three months past I have known nothing of 
what is going oa in FretuA India, as we have the , 
ridicnlouB impertinence to term it. I cannot conclude 
without adding a melancholy reflection— it is, that your 
last letters were dated the 22nd Jaly 1630. Thns I was 
ten months without letteia I It is a very long time I 
Adien I mj dear father, adieo t I would place the 
tame confidence in foa that yon justly do in me:— but 
1 am thirty, and yon — are more thtin double. Is it not 
thirteen days since Porphyre reached forty ? — And 
Frederic talks of his grey hairs I Well, be it so I Let 
ns all grow old together, and try who can do so the 
fastest. 

Though I hare not the matadie du pat/t, still when 
Toy thoughts torn towards it and yon, it is not without 
strong emotion. The remoteness of my sitoatioD would 
be mere commonplace to a man formed like the mat. 
titude, who love withont passion. But yon, my dear 
father, and those who know me as you do, can alone 
conceive all the sadness of my soul at times, when it is 
nneasyabout the objects of its affection. 

I aball not write to Porpbyre to-day ; this letter is for 
him, as well as for you ; but I find in my portfolio a few 
pages addressed to Frederic, from I know not where. 
I enclose them : forward them to him. Adieu OBce 
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TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Caahmeer, Mag liih 1S31. 

If I <Ud not think, my deu- Porpbf re, that a despatcli 
we^hing a kili^ramme * would be heavy enough for 
the Hononrable Company, I should have added a few 
eheeta to the monstrous packet of mannscript which Z 
despatched yesterday aoder cover to Sir Edward Ryan* 
at CalcDtta, to be forward^ to Cbandemagorei and 
tbeoce to out &ther. But the post-office people would 
have exclaimed against.the abuse of fraoking; — I there- 
fore divide my letters into two volumes. This, intended 
for you, will, I hope, join the other at Chandernagore, 
and proceed with it. I have detailed at great length to 
our &ther all the accidents of my wanderings. After 
all, there is no danger : quite the reverse. This country 
is a land of beggars, ecouudrele, and robbers ; but I am. 
prudent. Nothing is so common as for them to kill a 
man in order to rob him of an old pair of breeches 
worthy twenty or four-and-twenty sous, half a rupee. 
The whole population are armed with swords, in the 
liae of which they are said to be very dexterous. Each 
of the men 1 meet on the roads, carries a long match- 
Lock upon his shoulder — but is not very formidable, in 
ray opinion. 

It is possible X may see M. AUard again in the moun- 
tains. The motherof a brood of little mounttun B.ajahs 
has just died, leaving nine lacs of rupees (two million 
two hundred and fifty thousand francs). Her children 

* About two pDondB uid a quarter Engliih, — Te. 
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are fighting' about this inheritance ; and Ranjeet has 
jnet sent M. Allard to the spot to remove all cause of 
qnarrel — that is, to cany anaj the nine laca. 

The day on which I arriTed here, the 8th, the Go- 
reraor sent me as a nnzzer, ten sheep, fojtj fowls, two 
hundred eggs, several sacks of harley, rice, flonv, and 
sugar, and some native brandy distilled from the wine 
which they make here. This spirit resembles a mixture 
ofbad (inM«H« with indifferent /eirschen-viatser, Allthis 
I distributed to my suite ; but the King has just sent & 
fresb order, that my table is to be constantly snpplied at 
his expense, a &TOur which I accept only for fonn's 
sake, but which is essential for fonn's sake. I should 
almost &Te well had I bread and wine only, but my old 
Semla port, so much admired by the Englbh, is stronger 
than brandy, and I keep it for cold and rainy days, in 
the moantains. I am very well ; the colour of my 
hands disagrees with that of my anus, but I look well. 
At Delhi, I allowed myself the luxury of a looking- 
glass, and I look at myself in it once a month. I con- 
fess I am frightfully thin. 

Know that I have never seen any where such hide- 
ous women as in Cashmeer. The female race is re- 
markably ngly. I speak of women of the common 
rank— those one sees in the streets and fields,— for 
those of a more elevated station pass all their Uves shut 
up) and are never seen. It is true that all little girls 
who promise to turn out pretty, are sold at eight years 
of age, and conveyed into the Punjab and to India. Their 
parents sell them at tram twenty to three hnndred francs 
—most commonly fifty or sixty. All female servants 
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in the Punjab are ilareB ; and, in eplte of the exertions 
of the British to abolish this practice, it prerails aUo in 
the Korth of India. These women are treated tolerably 
well, and their condition is scarcely worse than that of 
their mistreases in the harem. The wives of Shah 
SbondjahelMo)aiik,theoldKing:ofCabuI, whom I Raw 
«t Loodheana, are craelly kicked about by their guardian 
eunuchs: their aerraDts are certainly less ill-used. 

Every day innumerable bands of girls present them* 
•elves at my garden gate. An Asiatic nobleman in my 
place would always have forty of them GiDg;ing and 
dancing aronnd him ; but I preserve my European 
character entire both in mannera and dress, because it 
iuspirsB respect. ^ 

- S<Kne of the Caahmeerian politicians whisper that I 
am come to examine the state of the country, and its 
resources, — and to treat with Rnnjeet Sing concerning 
its cession to the British government. Others maintain 
that I am come to farm it from Rnnjeet, as viceroy, for 
so much a year, which 1 shall agree to pay the Maha^ 
rajah. You may therefore guess that I weigh all my 
words in order to give no cause for such silly reports. 
I stick to my Horn — my science. With the Mussnl' 
mauns, who visit me, I talk about the Koran, which I 
call the holy Koran, and about Mohammed {his name 
be pnused I) and about all their religious matters. The 
soi-disant Pundits, or Hindoo doctors, who at first cams 
by hundreds, I made ashamed of their ignorance of the 
iSKo/trof, and of their relased discipline. Here, every 
man who is a little less ignorant, and openly less of a 
rogue than the rest, is looked upon as a saint ; and the 
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Kspectable public of Cashmeer take me for a reiy saintly 
ChristiBii. 

The season for the an-iTal of the Bordeaux ships at 
Calcutta is fast approaching:. If they hting me any 
letters, I can receive them here in a month. I shall 
work with fresh ardour after I have received them. It 
is also very long since I have seen an English news- 
paper ; and this makes me feel the more keenly the 
privations of a comparatively sedentary situation. Adieu, 
for to-day. 

Caikmeer, May 20tt. 
I add only a few words, to tell you that Rnnjeet Sing 
is an admirable man — which I hope yon already think, 
and indeed have long: thought. An officer of his house- 
hold arrived this morning, after a fortnight's joomer 
from Umbritsir, where the King is at present encamped. 
He brings me a very gracious royal firman. Rnnjeet 
writes to me that he has received my letter from Koteli, 

that is to say, my complaint against Xeal Sing and 

that the Rajah Gnlab Sing, who had much earlier in- 
telligpence of the affair, did not hesitate to arrest that 
brigand ; — that having him thus in his power, on the 
day my complaint arrived, he immediately pronounced 
judgment (and in a manner that proved his tact) : he 
Ordered none of the nsusl cruelties or barbaroos mnti- 
lations, bnt had the culprit put in chaiusand imprisoned 
in a fortress, where he will remain until I solicit bis 
pardon. This, my friend, is what none but Rnnjeet 
voold have done. He knows that his penal code is 
repugnant to ns Enropeans, and he punishes this man 
H he wonld ba,ve been punished in a European country. 
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The five handred nipees which were sent to tne by the 
GoTeraor, on the day of my arriral here) without pre' 
judice to the two thousand which Bunjeet had long ago 
decreed me, were an additional act of kindness of the . 
Rajah ; and not, as I then thought, a restitntion of the- 
money of which I had been plundered by Neal Sing. 
Runjeet, in his letter of to-day, informs me that he has 
ordered his Vizier to make that reEtitntion in his name. 
£Tery thing, therefore, is for the best, in this best of all 
possible worlds. The King, besides, enjoins me to make 
myself at home in Cashmeer, " That country is yours," 
he writes : " take up your abode in whichever of my 
gardens pleases you best. Command, and you shall be 
obeyed." I leave you, in order to make a boating ex- 
Cnision upon the lake and the river, I have the state 
boat of the late magnificent Governor, with thirty rowers 
in my monthly pay. Guess the monthly pay of a 
rower — two franca forty-six centimes — so that I shall 
have to give thirty rupees a month to these thirty men. 
But OS my situation compels me to be generous, I give 
^em forty, and presents likewise whenever I get out of 
the boat. What delights me is, that I am diilling two 
men who promise a good deal for my zoological prepa- 
rations : the one is a hunter by profession, the other 
an embroiderer, with sUm fingers. I will make them a 
bridge of gold, to determine them to accompany me to 
India, where I have yet found no one, even of the 
lowest class, who would undertake this business, even 
for gold. Good-by, my friend: I regret much that you 
cannot be of the party : but gun, nets, and books of 
plants will; and I shall not therefore return empty- 
. handed. The worst isj that I must display a certain 
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state and pomp. My little conrt fbllowa me in these 
excnrsions, seated in two rows, like onions, on each side 
of my arm-chair. At first they started when I fired 
over their heads. Now the; can stand fire ; bnt they 
continne to he surprised when, I pull off mj coat, and 
turn np my shirt sleeves to lay shoulders, to lay hold of 
plants fiootia^ in the water. Adien I 

Ca^meer, Mm/ WA. 

At last, my letter will go this evening, with sererol 
others, one of which is for the Jardin des Plantes. I 
have received messenger after messenger jrom M. Allardi 
which is very friendly on his part, considering the great 
distance th&t separates us, — about a hundred and fifty 
leagues. They have brought me only letters from 
Indiii, newspapers ditto. M. Cordier writes to me that 
be expects a vessel from France immediately. May it 
bring me letters from Paris. Adien, my dear brother; 
1 embrace yon with all my heart. 



TO M"* ZOE NOIZET DE SAINT PAUL, ARRAS. 

Cathsaar, May I6lk 1B3I. 

• My dear Zok,— Living as I have done for the last 
three months, among Orientals, who, each after his own 
bhion, treat me to some horrible jargon or other, it 
teems as if I had lost a portion of the treasure of my 
English eloquence. This is the reason why I write to 
joa to-day in French. I diead the severity of your 
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critidaiA ; but I do not veil know what I sbonld fain 
by writing to you in our own lungnage ; for I seem 
also, from wuit of practice, to bare grown awkward in 
its use. 

A few days ago, I sent taj &ther a sort of Tolume, 
journal, or bulletin (call it whatever you please), wfaicfa 
be will forward .to you; in wbicb case, before you 
recsire this note, you will be acquainted with a small 
port of the difficulties against which I bare had to con- 
tend, with prudence if not courage, since my entrance 
into the mountains dividing Cashmeer from the Punjab. 
I was purified from all my past sins, for three weeks 
in that pui^tory, before I was admitted into the terres- 
trial paradise. But God and bis prophet Mohammed 
be f)raised I (as I of):en have the politeness to say to the 
MussulmaunB who surround me) my days of trial are 
past. I now enjoy the fruits of my perseverance, a 
virtue which carries one a great way; since, in spite of 
the repugnuice of the British Government to favour 
this pretty episode in my travels, and tho originally 
still greater repugnance of Runjeet Sing to allow it— 
in spite also of the more or less decided rebellion of the 
mountain chiefs against the Rajah's commands respect- 
ing me — here have I beea, for the last week, settled in 
a handsome bungalow, on the banks of this agreeable 
lake (which Moore, however, has by &r too much 
embellished, according to the lying custom of the gen* 
tlemen of Parnassus), in the midst of a garden planted 
with trees of our own country, and in which I gather 
roses during my morning's walk. Though at the gates 
of a great city, I seem encamped in a olitary plain ; and 
thisu not the. only advajitage I derive from. the- situar 
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tion of my garden. It is raised ten feet above tlie Bnr- 
rounding plain, a circumstance of importance in tbis 
terrestrial paradise, where there is no lack of robbers. 
Besides, a good gnord is kept up around me. On the 
day of tny arriva,!, the Goreraor sent me a company of 
Sikh in&ntry, which is od duty near my exceUency. 
Two of the horsemen of my escort superintend all the 
details ; and a gentleman of my chamber, at six rupees 
a month, stands all day long at my door, and shows six 
rupees' north of judgment ia selections for admission 
from among applicants of all kinds. The rogae has 
been strutting about, erer since yesterday, in a dress 
worth moT« than all the money be has legally received 
since he has been in my service. It is a custom in 
the East, that no one can approach a man of higher 
rank than himself, without paying both master and 
men. The British in India discourage this practice 
as much as possible ; but in Casbmeer, which the Eu- 
ropean conventions which we term honour and probity, 
have not yet reached, if I were to punish my chamber- 
bin for receiving aa income from his key (this is 
figurative, for I have not so much as a door to my 
house), Cashmeerian public opinion would stigmatise 
me as an nnjuBt and capricious lord. The rc^e will 
thus keep his fine dress and silk turban, but I have 
given him a strict iojunction to stop there, on pain of 
ptmiskmetU. as his worship the mayor would say. 

Extraordinary culinary talents have suddenly appeared 
in my cfyok and butler; but unless I have travelled 
fifteen or twenty leagues on foot or on horseback, I 
have no appetite in the evening for a good dinner, if.I 
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hare not Locke, or Sterne, or some other of the illos-' 
trious dead, to bear me company at table. 

Lalla Rookh, whose PersiaD name you will never be 
able to prononnae unless you choke yoniself on purpose 
with a fish-bone, in order to utter correctly the Peraiai^ 
Jih, formx part of my Ubntry ; bat I am tired of it> A 
page of this style wonld perhaps please ; but thirty (and 
all his tales are longer) make one sick. Thus the 
finest music pleases for two hours and half, but ^gues 
and wears you out, if prolonged beyond. Also'one of 
Lamartine'a harmonious reveries may please dnrio^ an 
hour of idleness, but it is impossible to read in succession 
ten or twelve of hia best poems. In like manner Cha-> 
teaubriand amuses by his picturesque style, as far as the 
second column of a newspaper ; but he is tiresome even 
in a pamphlet, and intolerable in a romance. Without 
knowing much of the matter, however, you intend*idf 
when yon learnt English, to read Lalla Rookh. Know, 
then, that my first interview with the Governor of 
Gashmeer took place in the very gardens and palace in 
which she was received by the king of Bucharia. This 
Governor, after our first meeting on neutral ground, 
came yesterday to pay me a visit at my own house. He 
has all the appearance of a fool ; but he possesses the 
very rare virtue in this country, of obedience to his 
sovereign, and executes punctually all the kind orders 
of the King in my favour. I have every reason to be 
satisfied with him. 

It was very lucky for me that I met a scoundrel bold 
enough to stop and extort money from me. The prompt 
example which Runjeet has made of this brigand, who 
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'woB no less than GoTemor of a royal fortress, has pro- 
duced a moral effect moat useful for nif safety in this 
conntiy. Every one now perceives the danger of an 
unbridled passion for my mpees. There were three 
hundred in my box when I left Loodbeeana ; there are 
now five thousand. I boast of this as I should of play- 
ing a game at chess well and wioning iti because it is a 
difficulty overcome. There was a great, an immense 
one to overcome, I assure you, in my not being con- 
jned, as it were, to the sea-coast of India, upon which 
the vessel in which I came landed me. I sometimes 
reflect with real pleasure, upon the wisdom and prudence 
of my commencement. I modestly began with having 
only one servant; then two; then a palanquin; then 
six other domestics, and a horse. I set out from Cal- 
cutta with a single tent, and that but an indifferent one; 
I had neither chair nor table; — and by d^^ves I have 
increased my household to forty servants, (without 
mentioning my tliirty rowers,) three tents, two horses, 
and all the rest in proportion. Still, there is as 
much prudence in my actual establishment, and the 
same proportion between what I hare and what I ought 
to hare, as there was in my wretched outfit from Cal- 
cutta to Benares. When I return tolndia, whether I 
enter it by Loodbeeana or descend the mountains from 
Semla, what a difference there will be between the recep- 
tion which awaits me there and the profound solitude 
of my situation at the commencement of my journey I 
There is now on the other side of the Satledge an 
enormous mass of kindness, which even in my absence 
exhibits itself in a thousand ingenious ways. This 
flatters me mncb, I must confess ; fbr> being neither a 
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Duke nor a millionnaire, and filing aa it were from the 
cloDds among the people who at present show this 
extreme respect and true friendly kindnesB towards me, 
I owe it all to myself — I am the real architect of my 
fortunes. I do not here allude to the five thousand 
mpeea in my strong box, but to the honourable reputa> 
tion 1 enjoy. 

But, you will say, where is the local character in all 
4hisF — and is there none in Cashmeer? To which I 
reply, that in the East its shades are but little varied. 
I know of no country upon earth where so many witchei 
could be enlisted for Macbeth, if, instead of three, Shak- 
speare had collected a hundred thousand, on the heath 
of — I do not remember the name. The men are a 
remarkably handsome race, and the uglinees of the 
women ie explained by the continual exportation of every 
pretty Caehmeerian &ce to the Punjab and India, to 
stock the harems of Mussnlmaune, Sikhs, and Hindoos. 
That Prince of Sanscrit scholars, Mr. Wilson, of Calcutta, 
has taken the trouble to translate some old chronicles cJ 
the Cashmeerian monarchy, before the inresion of the 
Moguls, during the reign of Akhar. They reckon seven 
or eight hundred Kings, which ia little for the country, 
where, in everything relating to times past, ciphara cost 
the superlative diapoaition of their hiatoriana nothing. 
-Whatever these old historiea may say, there can be no 
doubt that the population of Caghmeer, originally 
Bnddhiat, like that of the Punjab, and like it also after- 
wards Brahmin, — that is to say Hindoo,.~-had, for along' 
period, chiefs of their own religions &ith, and under 
their sway enjoyed absolute political independence — the 
defence of which nature rendered very easy, by means 
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•f tUe enonnons mountains with vhich ahe has giii^> 
Tonnded the conntry on eyery wde- Of this long- 
period, only some ragna recollectioiis remain amoug^ 
those sow termed the literati, and here and there a kw- 
rains. In their raassire atractnre, andBtjleof ornamenty 
these latter possess a Hindoo character. There are still 
some tracee of public works dating: from the same periods 
Islamism has done nothing; hut destroy. The Emperors 
of Delhi buUt only kiosks and cascades. The Mogul 
gOTemment was a masterpiece of absolute monarchy: 
all the revenues of the state want to the civil list, which 
neither erected bridges nor dug canals, hat bnilt palaceij 
tomha, and mosques. The Afghans, during the last 
Gentoty, having deprived the Moguls of that conquest, 
and the Sikha having driven the Afghans from it, a gene- 
ra] plunder followed each new conquest ; and during the 
intervals of peace, anarchy and oppression did their best 
against labour and industry. The country is now there- 
ton so completely ruined that the poor Caahmeerians 
seem in despair, and hare become the most indolent of 
men. If a man must etarre, be had better do so at his 
ease, than bent under the weight of labour. In Cash- 
meer, there is scarcely more c^iance of getting a supper 
£>r him who tiUs, spins, or rows all day, than for him 
who, being rendered desperate, sleeps all day tmder the 
shade of a plane-tree. A few thousand stupid and brutal 
Sikhs, with swords by their sides, or pistols in their 
belts, drive this ingenious and numerous, bat timid 
people, before them, like a flock of sheep. 

The southern slope of the Himalaya at all heights 
preserves something of the Indian character. The divi- 
sion of the seasons, to the limit of perpetual snow, is 
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the same aa in the pUins of India. The summer Bolatice 
hrings rain eveiy year, which falls without iotemiption 
till the anttunnal equinox. Hence, there is a pecoliar 
character in the Testation, which is different from that 
of the Alps and Pyrenees, not being exposed to tbo 
same influence. Cashmeer being on the northern side 
of a lofliy snowy chain', is separated by this high baniep 
from the climate of India, and has one of its own, very 
similar to that of Lombardy. The wild and cnltivated 
vegetable productions, taking into accoont the law 
according to which the temperature decreases &om the 
equator to the pole, speak so precise a language to any 
one who can interpret it, concerning the height of 
places, that, although in the complete ignorance before 
my journey of the height of this celebrated valley, 
1 had fixed it at between five and six thousand Eng- 
lish feet, from a small number of plants which I had 
seen brought from it by merchants. Now, my own 
observations make it about five thousand one hundred 
and 6Aj feet. It was with the most lively Eatis&ction« 
that I saw the final logarithm of my calculation trans- 
form itself into this number. The Italian poplar, and 
the plane-tree, are predominant in the cultivated tracts. 
The plane-tree is colossal, the vine in the gardens 
gigantic. The forests are composed of cedars, and 
different varieties of firs and pines, absolutely similar, 
in general, to those of Europe. In a more elevated 
zone, are birches, which seem to me not different from 
outs. The lotus appears on the surbce of still water; 
the flowering rush and water trefoil, with which yon are 
no doubt acquainted, and the elegance of which yoa 
must have admired in the humble ditches of Arras and 
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its eoTirons, rise abore it, atnoci&teil witb the same kind 
of nuhes and osiers. All this is strangely European ; 
bat if I took it into ntj bead to write an epistle to 
Libertj', I should not begin like Voltaire: — 



Voltaire bad no taste for objects of natnre or the fine 
arts. For smy one who has a grain of it, hia Lake 
JLeman was one of the last to mention. That of Cash.^ 
meer would cut but a poor figure by the side of the 
La^ Ma^giore in Lombardj, or those of Thnn and 
Brientz in Bernese Oberland. There ia one in the 
North of the United States, which, without the sub- 
lioiity of the latter, possesses all their grace, and quite a 
peculiar character of loTeliness, — I mean Lake Geoi^e, 
on vihlch I spent a delightful day, on my return from 
Canada to Albany. If I could tell what I feel,— if I 
coold copy on paper the perfect images which I see in 
ray mind, — what delightfnl pictures I should make of 
those places whither chance has by turns directed me. 
I have felt their charms so vividly — so profoundly I 
Sometimes they awakened emotions of pleasure so 
tnmoltuons that I could preserve but a recollection as 
confused as themselves ; — fop instance, such as I felt 
when I galloped for the first time through a tropical 
forest in Haiti. But there is so perfect a calm in the 
cold landscape of North America, that the impressions 
it excites, when it posseBses any attraction or beauty, 
s)^ peaceful and serious. I regret baring suffered the 
ttme to pass when I could perhaps hare described &ith- 
Inlly the different forms of happiness of which I dreamt 
in the valleys of N^w Jersey, on the banks of I^ake 
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Gedrg«, and in the deaert forests of Tonnaw&nta. I ami 
no longer under the spell of illusions which g«re life 
to those day dreamB; the vivid lustra of those flowers 
is faded, and their fragrance evaporated. Aftet all, the 
world, as it really is, is a sad affair. There is a feeling 
which makes one see it other than it is, however cmel 
the consequences may be of the optical errdrs to which 
it leads. I nevertheless am often in doubt whether we 
are not always indebted to it for more pleasure than pain. 
Enongb, however. — You will say that Sterne's' sen- 
timental traveller does not make more turnings in his 
journeys than I do, and yon will be right- But it is 
thus I love to write, — leaving to my pen the apparent 
free will of its tumingg and windings upon my paper. 
I shall stay several months, not at but in Cashmeer, 
and will write to you again before I leave that country. 
I may even now tell you that I shall not return to 
India through Tibet; part of that journey would expose 
me to so many dangers, that a very strong escort would 
not be sufficient to insure my safety, — I should require 
a little army. Adieu, my dear Zoe ; my table is covered 
with minerals, which I must look over, and give aa 
account of. I leave you, to resume a paper on geology, 
which is nearly complete. Adieu I Think of me, and 
write to me. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Cashmeer, Mag 26lh 1831. 
To-DAT, my dear father, you will have only my 
amallest size. Porphyre, as a compensation, will receive 
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mme yards of bad Caahmeer paper, blotted with my 
*orst writing of a month past, together with a little 
iddition of a more recent date. I receiTed yesterday a 
messenger from M. Allatd, who brought me Beveral 
letters from India, and one from his master. I shall 
not let him retnm withoat a good load. M. Cordier 
vrites me from Chandemagore, under date of April SSnd, 
th&t he has just pat on board the Jean-Henri, bound to 
Havre, all that I had sent to him for you from Lahorei 
op to the 1 1th of March, the day on which the King 
granted me my audience to take leave. I am happy to 
think that the good newa which I sent you on that day 
is perhaps by this time near the Cape of Good Hope. 
Kennedy writes to me from Semla that M. de Foligoac 
■id his colleagnes have been condemned to imprison- 
inent for life. Another friend at Kotta, in Rajpootana, 
of which he is de facto King, under the modest title of 
political Agent, vrrites to me in haste to announce that 
Lord Grey has taken the Duke of WelUngton'e place, 
u if my Delhi frienda had not informed me of it a week 
»?o- Bnt Wade, the political agent of Loodfaeeana, and 
tlie principal channel of my correspondence with India 
ud Enrope, being at Semla for the pnrpose of intro- 
ilncing Runjeet Sing's embassy to the Governor-general, 
^ get no papers — and that is the devil I Moreover, he 
u DO doubt to-day at Adenanaghur, between the Ravee 
uid the Beyah, in the Punjab, complimenting Runjeet 
^ng, in the name of the Governor-general ; and I think 
"■^ has brought me some papers from Semla, which I 
^ receive in a fortnight, through M. Allard. At any 
other time I would wait very patiently ; but it seems 
to me that under present circtmistanceB in Europe, each 
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day may bring to pass such great events that so pro* 
longed an ignorance of them is truly painful- 
Kennedy also sends me word that in the antamUf 
Mr. Toby Priasepi one of my Calcutta acquaint- 
ances, (the Secretary of State,) will be sent on a poli< 
tical mission to Runjeet. I am puzzling my brains to 
no purpose to guess its abject, which must be very 
important, to be confided to none but the Secretary 
himself. 

I am in no slight degree curious to know the questions 
vhich Lord William will ask me about this country, 
when be again sees me at Semla. My prudence here is 
extreme. I must measure my rery words; for erery- 
thing that I say or do is reported to the King, and, 
beyond him, through his ukbars, to all the political 
officers in India. I ought also to tell you that I have 
received, from Runjeet, the letter which I expected, 
touching my afiUr at Toluchee : it is very gracious, 
and has turned my adventure into quite a piece of good 
luck. M. Allard, though at a distance, continues to 
behave in the most admirable manner towards me. 
How friendly it was id this kind-hearted man to hunt 
me out ten months ago, and send me bis first letter on 
the frontiers of China I Nothing is so uncertain as his 
future prospects. Perhaps he may never return to 
France ; and he may do so before me, — in which case, 
receive him cordially, and without ceremony ; let him 
drink your oldest wine, and Porphyre must pilot him 
about I How fortunate have I been since my depar* 
ture from France ! What excellent people have I met 
at Rio Janeiro, Bourbon,— India, — everywhere in short. 
If a miaauthropist travelled with me, be would soon be 
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cured of his diaorder. I am writing to the Jardin, to 
promise M. Cuvier the fishes of the lakes of Csshmeer, 
and a very creditable noaiber of the animals of this 
country. They will one this to Rnnjeet Sing, for if I 
btul only had their wings to fly with, I sbonld not have- 
taken so lofty a flight. I hare huntsmen whom I send 
oat on all sides, and one among them is so clever that 
he will 30OD be able to prepare zoological specimens. I 
pay this man eight times more than he earns, and I 
hope, by further increasing his salary, to prevail npon 
him, in the hope of making a little fortune in a year, 
to accompany me to India. When I want fish, I shall 
only have to choose among my most intelligent boat- 
men, and their being sent on extra duty will be no 
loss to them. The Governor has given me the use 
of the boat belonging to the late viceroy. Thirty hands 
are reqnisite to man it ; add to this, twenty carriers for 
the moat necessary part of my bi^g^e, in my excur- 
sions across the moantains ; and fifteen servants besides ; 
— total not much less than eighty individuals, who cause 
8 heavy expense, obliged, as I am, to paj magnificently) 
that is to say, double or triple the value of things. I 
now almost &ncy that British India is Europe— a man 
there is able, to a certain extent, to r^nlate his ex- 
penses by bis means; bnt here, in this virgin Asia, yon 
must leave the country if you cannot be magniScent 
when necessary, Runjeet Sing, in fact, will hare paid 
the expenses of my campaign; but there will scarcely 
be any surplus, unless be displays some new coquetry 
toirards me, on my retnm. 

A Sikh lord, returning from the battle of MoznfTera- 
btd, in which the Seyd fell, has interrupted me by p 
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Tisit. His animated recitals having interested me much, 
and I kept him a long time. Ue was an old greybeard, 
singed by the fire of many battles. 

*' I never had so much pleasure in a battle," he said ; 
" the Seyd'e people fought like tigers ; they killed bs 
three hundred meii) end wounded four hundred ; but 
we did not leave one of them free or alive. Such 
eport I " 

Adieu 1 I have written at greater length that I &t 
first supposed I should. I love and embrace you with 
all my betirt. 

A propoB — M. Cordier, of Chandemagore, has sent 
me word that he has forwarded to you a Calcutta jour- 
nal containing my Delhi speech. At Loodheeana I saw 
in the same paper this piece of eloquence of mine; but 
it was BO badly printed, and the punctuation so bad, 
that it had no common sense, nor indeed any other 
sense. It is true, that, being rather indisposed, I was 
not able to gain inspiration by drinking a bottle of Port 
or Madeira ; and water, coloured with bad claret, seldom 
fills the sails of English eloquence, either my own or 
other people's. Nevertheless, I tbink, that, notwith- 
standing the intentitif of kit feelttigi, the gentleman 
was not so incoherent in his speech — since speech 
there was. 



TO MADAME VICTOE DE THACY, PARIS. 

Cathmter, May 26th 1631. 
My dear Madam, — It is so long since I received any 
letters from Europe, that I begin to lose patience, and 
fed myself much more melancholy than I have hitherto 
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been, on scconnt of the frightful distance which sepa- 
rates UB, and the profound solitude of mj sitnatiou. 

This dearth of news happens at the veiy moment 
when I am devoured by impatience to receive somej 
for up to the present time, when I have thought of my 
friends, I could fancy what you were all doing, and 
where each was, according: to the different Beasons of 
the year. But this revolution, nith all the particulara 
and results of which I am not yet acquainted, hai 
snapped asunder the thread of my conjectures. My 
thoughts are lost in space while seeking yon, and the 
recollection of you escapes me in the circle of a new 
political world. My wishes will perhaps hasten the 
arrival of the letters I so much desire. 

To withdraw my attention from yon, I will speak 
about myself. My jonmey across the Punjab was very 
ibrtunate and interesting; but when I penetrated into 
the passes which separate that country from the king- 
dom of Cashmeer, I encountered a multitude of obsta> 
cles upon which I had not reckoned. The state of 
disorder reigning in those mountains was something 
new to me, and led to a sort of adventure which has proved 
useful to me. I felt the emotions of a little melo- 
drama, of which I was the hero; and virtue triumphed 
over crime, which is something moral, and does not 
always happen. 

This valley of Cashmeer, the fame of which has 
extended far and wide, most probably has no other claim 
to such celebrity than the frequent visits paid to it by 
the Great Mogul's court, nsually shot up within the 
burning walls of Delhi or Agra, in a very naked conn< 
try, parched np by a cloudless sun. The lakes are poor 
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things in comparison with those of the Alps, and of all 
the palaces built by the Mo^ Emperors upon their 
banks, that of Shalimar, the most celebrated of all, is the 
only one left standing'. I was received there by the 
GoYernor, who did bis best to welcome and dazzle me. 
The place pleased me much, on accoant of its limpid 
water and magnificent groves. But how many towns 
on the banks of Lago Mag-giore surpass Shalimar in 
beauty t The appearance of these mountains, like 
that of the Himalaya, is rather grand than beautiful ; 
they are magnificent outlines, and no more. Nature 
has done nothing to adorn the interior — there is aa 
immense border, inclosing nothing. We here find none 
of those picturesque details which make the Alps so 
attractive, so long a novelty. 

I have pitched my tent in a royal garden, on the 
banks of a transparent lake. This garden is filled with 
roses in bloom ; but they are small, and have but little 
fragrance. What beautifiil plants have I found, and bow 
often have I thought of your Flora of the Bourbennais I 
I hope yon continue your labours, and that you really 
go beyond those artists who make the flowers larger 
than nature, in order to render them more beautiful. 
You were right in saying that reflection much more 
than practice insures perfection in art. I think I 
have become a painter, since 1 have viewed nature so 
much with its effects of light and shade. Were I the 
manager of a theatre, or of, a strolling company per- 
forming Macbeth, I should have but little trouble in 
finding witches : for I meet multitudes every day. This 
may assist your imagination in forming an idea of the 
iromen in this part of the world. I have, it is true, no 
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taste for brown or gloomy beaaties ; I do not lik« 
ttortny ikces, like Lord Byron j uid I have never felt 
any pleasure in looking at a female hce, if it was not 
white, gentle, delicate, and noble. Yet I hare met in 
India and the Punjab, from time to time, very hand- 
some women in their particular style of beauty ; but 
Csshmeer has not yet shown me a aiog'le oae of these 
exceptions. I am sorry to find my experience so con- 
tradictory to the accoimts given hy the small number of 
European travellers who have visited these regions 
before me. If things are not dreadfully altered since 
Mr. Foster waa here, in disguise, fifty years ago, he 
must have embellished the truth furiously, which poets 
alone ought to be allowed to do. I strongly believe 
that everything, then under the arbitrary government 
of the Afghans, was similar to what it is at present, 
mnder the despotic and capricious dominion of my friend 
Eunjeet Sing, King of Lahore. India is no longer the 
poorest country in the world to me: Cashmeer exceeds 
all imaginable poverty. 

On arriving here, I was not without some appre- 
hension of being a good deal disturbed in my peaceful 
studies, by the not very agreeable visit of a celebrated 
Mussnlmaun, who during two years had waged a despe- 
rate war against Bunjeet Sing, in the neighbouring 
provinces, constantly threatening to invade Cashmeer, 
But he has just been killed in battle, aud is gone to 
continue his mode of life Mohammed's paradise. I shall 
probably spend the whole summer in this country, in 
peaceful occupations, and in making excursions. When 
the periodical rains have ceased in the Himalaya, I shall 
return to Semla, where, comparativelj speaking, I shall 
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find all the luxniy and comiorts of Europe, with tha 
exception of Rossini's operas I I wish I could hear jwi 
sing " O patria !" I expect to find you nncbanged 
in our joint opinion that Madame Pasta has carried 
taste and expression in singing to the highest possible 
perfection. Try and make your daughters fond of 
music— a taste for music is a piece of good fortune. 

Adieu I I take leave of you with these melodiona 
recollections ; and to>morrow I shall write to yonr 
hosband, in order again to try to forget my wish of 
hearing from you. 



TO M. DE TRACY, PEER OF FRANCE, PARIS. 
Coihmeer, May 28li 1831. 
Dear Sir, — If I did not know that the greater 
number of my letters to my &ther were (M>mmuni(»ted 
by him to bis friends, I should not have allowed more 
than two years to elapse without writing to yotu But 
in the wandering and laborions life I have led since my 
departure from Europe, so many material cases absorb 
that valuable portion of my time devoted to study, and 
so many interesting objects every day dispute the short 
hours of repose which remain after a fi^quently very 
long march, that I have always deferred till the pre- 
sent moment telling you with what delight I call to 
mind, in my present solitude the affection of which you 
have given me ho many proofs. The recollection of my 
early years often recurs to me ; and it is never without 
emotion that I think of the truly paternal attentions which 
J thenhad the faappinesa of receiving from yoo. Ishall 
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«bow my gratitude all mj lif« hj Jesliog; towards you 
AS a son. 

I am no doubt indebted) for muij enjoyments, to the 
three years which have so rapidly passed since my depar- 
ture. Study has been a constant source of Berioue plea- 
sure to me. The great variety of natural scenery, existing' 
between the South of India and the mountains of Tibet 
beyond the Himalaya, could not lail to make other and 
more lively impressions upon me. In short, during this 
long journey, through such strange regions, and among 
such strange nations, I have from time to time discovered 
an oasis of European civilisation. At such a distance 
frma Europe there are neither English nor French : 
we are all of the same country — aU Europeans. My 
own countrymen could not have given me a kinder recep- 
tion than I met with during the. short stay I made 
St a great number of British stations. My being a 
foreigner was the ground upon which this hospitality 
was exercised towards me, — at first with ceremonious 
eagerness ; but, from the second day, a friendly cordiality 
almost always controlled its formality. Thus in the 
course of my travels I have become acqutunted with a 
number of excellent people, to whom I am sincerely 
attached, and who, I think, will always recollect with 
equ^ pleasure the chauce that brought us mutually 
acquainted. Finally, till within the last six months, I 
was always fortunate enough to receive letters pretty 
regularly from my &nuly and yours. More than on<» 
have I been indebted to this correspondence for the 
agreea^e illusion of being for a moment transported 
back to Europe. So much for pleasure ; — but I hava 
also found varions causes of core and veitation. 
VOL. il. I . 
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At first, the excMRire glowuess trnd contimial dis* 
BppomtmentB of tny everlasting voya^ to India, made 
it appear still more tedious, although 1 ou^bt ntther to 
have rejoiced at tbe lengthened stay I made in countries 
which I shall never have another opportunity of seeing. 
At Rio Janeiro, I was able to form some notion of the 
state of equinoctial America. At the Cape of Good 
Hope, I bad an opportunity of admiring the wisdom and 
humanity of the British colonial institutions. In our 
paltry island of Bourbon, I was able to ascertain the 
in&my and absurdity of our own. Nothing on this 
score now remained for me except to see, at Pondicheiyi 
tbe ridicule and folly of onr system. 1 was iletained ft 
fortnight at this latter colony. It was longer than sof- 
ificed for my purpose, bnt not long enough seriously to 
begin my labours ; — I was therefore in haste to reach 
Bengal. 

How deplorable is the condition of the human species 
in this vast East 1 The British Government in India, 
though it calls for some reforms, deserves nevertheless 
immense praise. Its - government is a great blessing to 
the provinces under its rule ; and I have been fully con- 
vinced of this ever since I have been travelling in the 
country I am now in, which has remained independent : 
. that is to say, a place of atrocious violence, and constant 
robbery and border. Human society in the East is 
fundamentally defective. The first of its elements, a 
iamily, scarcely exists. In the upper classes, which 
ftfibrd an example to those below tbem, polygamy im- 
pedes the affection of a fiither for his children, on account 
'<oi their numbers, and awakens jealousy and fierce hatred 
among brothers. The wife is an impure creature. 
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Irhom her hnsband scarcely conBidcra of the same Bpecies 
with himself. Children, as thej grow np, soon imbibe 
this «b(»niaaUe contempt for their mother) from whom 
it drireB them aa soon as tbej can dispense with her 
eeirices. Can sympathy, when banished from the 
domestic hearth, feed a more ardent flune beyond it P 
The men are acquainted with frieadghip only after the 
ancient &shion. 

Domestic moraU in India, which are the greatest 
source of wretchedness in that conntry, seem to ma 
incapable of improvement so loD(f as Asia preserves its 
present religious institntions. Perhaps the belief that 
these cannot be assailed, has obtained too much ground. 
All direct attempts at religious conversion made by tha 
British, in Bengal especially, have entirely failed. The 
Indiana, upon whom the experiment has been made, 
would in no case exchange Mohammed or Biahm^ 
for Christ and the Trinity ; bnt, within the last few 
years, the Government has wisely (and conrageously too, 
Jbr it requires courage in the Company to provoke the 
stupid and hypucritical wrath of Parliament], withdrawa 
its support from the missionaries, and opened gratuitous 
schools at Calcutta, Benares, and Delhi, whither it at- 
tracts, by every infiuential means in its power, children 
of the middle ranks, to instruct them in the languages 
and sciences of Europe, without talking to them about 
our own rain controversies. 

I have visited these schools, at Calcutta in particular, 
where they have the greatest number of pupils; and I 
have conversed with many young peo|de of the higher 
classes. Brahmins and Mussulmauns, whose European 
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bdncation bad natnroUy conTerted them from Mohammed 
Bnd Bntbma to reason. Several of them, indeed, com- 
plained that thJH treaBure made them but the more 
miswable, because it cut them off from the rest of their 
nation, and made them conceive and desire bappinesa 
tander forms interdicted by tbeir caste. None of them 
iiara yet h^ coura^ to leap over this barrier. 

Kevertbelees, if there be any hope of ever civilising 
^he East, it must be by these means alone. The British 
'Government would accelerate its action immensely, 
1)y substituting;, in courts of justice and in all public 
-transactions, tbe Eng'lisb language for the Persian 
introdnced by tbe Mc^al conquerors. A knowledge of 
tbe latter has never been possessed by the mass of the 
people, but has continued only in certain hereditary pro- 
Jessiilns. Ten years would sufBce to effect this change : 
■for the Indians require English much more than tbey do 
Persian, vrbich is of no use to those acquainted with 
it, except in the routine of tbeir occupations ; wh«reas 
English would prove a key to tbe whole circle of Eu- 
'ropean knowledge. 

Narrow-minded individuals, foes to this generous pro- 
ject are not wanting ; but I hare no doubt that, in a few 
years, it will be adopted by the Government. It will 
spread tbe light of Europe throughout the country, and 
qualify it some df^ to govern itself. 

I could have wished, my dear Sir, to have forgottei 
France when I left it. The uncertainty of its fate, since 
the revolution, and amid the threatening symptoms of 
European politics, is a too frequent source of anxiety to 
me ; and it is the more keenly felt, because, sit\ce that 
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period, I have received no letters either from your fiunily. 
or ftom my own. I seek refuge in study ; but melan- 
choly thoDghts often divert my attention. 

Adieu, Sir. Permit me to repeat that neither time, 
nor distance will ever weaken my feelings of tender and. 
^wpectfiil attachment. 



TO M. VICTOR DE TBACY, PARIS. 

Caihmeer, May 261A 1831. 
Mt dear Friend, — I was about to despatch an- 
expresB to India, with several letlere for that country 
and Europe, when one reached me from Lahore, hringingi; 
me, from M. Allard, several recent Calcutta and Bom- 
bay papers, with letters from Delhi. I stopped my 
messenger, until I had read my packet ; and though I 
ha:ve already written to most of you, I shall not allow 
the man to start without hurthening him with a fetv 
more lines for you. My letter to Madame Victor ren- 
ders it unnecessary to speak of myself; and if you are 
at Paris, my feither will no doubt give you a still longer 
piece of egotism to read. If he does, it will be a great 
act of humility on his part ; for my correspondence with 
him onght to please nobody but himself. As, in my 
absence, I am the hohby-korie of his affections, all paper 
blackened by my pen is welcome to him, whatever 
figtwee may be on it ; I am therefore quite at my ease, 
and write to hiro by the yard. My Indian gazettes are 
a conliised aitd ill-joined mosaic of extracts from a mnl-. 
titnde of English papers. Dates must be revised, 
blanks filled up by induction, and proper names guessed. 
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at; ttU of which !b reiy flifficult. 1 hare had the* 
patience to retouch this work) in ordef to brin^ out the 
primitiTe sketch, which is Btill rery imperfect. I know 
only that Lord Grey and Mr. Brongham have Bncceeded 
the Wellington gdminist ration, and that they take office 
tmder circnmstances the most al&nning for the internal 
peace of Great Britain ; that the pla^e is Taragiog' 
Russia ; that Poland is in iiill insurrection ; that the 
Belgians and Dutch are carrying on a war of srtermi- 
nation : that Germany is in a ferment ; that despotism 
and liberty are , almost equally poirerless in Spain ; 
and that, in short, war is in preparation on oU sides. 
My papers tell me almost nothing about oar ovm coun-t 
try. They report the insignificant examination of tha 
ex-ministers, and an uninteresting session of the Cham- 
her of Peers and the Chamber of Deputies, by which I 
know that the former was still in existence in the month 
of December, and that the latter bad not been dissolred. 
They also tell me of an order of the day by M. La- 
fiiyettei which proves that the population of thej&u- 
hourga gives the national guard plenty of work; and 
lastly, they give me two lists of new ministers, who 
agree only in the dismissal of their predecessors. I 
confess that I can make nothing of the association of 
names which I find together in these lists. 

Do yon remember the autnmn of 1622 at Paray P It 
was at that period our friendship was formed. Having, 
grown up into man's estate, I become acquainted with 
you. You were ill ; — during the last fortnight of my 
stay with you, I spent part of the day in your room. 
What a recollection shall 1 always preserve of those 
long and pleasant conversations ! You were elected 



. rAHOBE AHD CASHHEER. Il9 

depntjr a month after ; and I remember tbat my &ther, 
at that timC) exjwessed aome doubt of yonr success as a' 
I^slator. He thoi^ht that the infiexible uprightness 
of your principles would indnce you to take a direction 
in which no one would foDow yout and which many 
would not even comprehend. This was, I have no doubt, 
the feeling of most of your friends j my bther was not 
the only one to express it to me— yonr &mily had the 
same fears. Notwithstanding the number of incredulous 
pei^le, I bad the most perfect confidence in yon. I 
told my &ther, when I heard of yonr election, that 
sooner or later you would reach the point to which, 
parliamentary influence leads ; and this perhaps at no 
very remote period. I do not wish it for your own 
sake ; butl ardently desire it for the s^e of morality. 
Your motion for the abolition of capital punishment 
producedthe immediate effect which I expected. It has 
not contributed to render yon popular, in the low senseof 
Uie word (and there is a very low sense attached to the 
word) ; but this impure wave of popular wrath will pass 
away, and popularity come afterwards, as a halo round 
your triumph. You recollect the explosion with which 
your speech on the Bisson a&ir was received. You 
never feared to attack those viilgar idols. At first, the 
common herd did not understand you, nor indeed could 
they. In the be^ning of your attempt, your opinions 
mnst have appeared to them isolated, A strauger to all 
coteries, and intrigues, you allowed the connected links 
of your public conduct to escape them. It is, however, 
evident that during tbe last two years many people have 
perceived that all your parliamentary acts are to be 
fijund in tbe prolongation of the same straight line> 
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Tell me, my dear friend, is it not so?— is it notjnat' 
what y/e lon^ h^ predicted tt^ether with certainty. 

Notwithstanding the congidemble armaments appa- 
rently preparing in all conntriee, I have a, confident hope> 
that the peace of Europe will not be disturbed. I do not 
thinktfaeOovemor-general of India shares my confidence 
on this head ; for he is about to send a splendid embassy 
to Rnnjeet Sing, which certainly is not a matter of 
ordinary courtesy. Its object can only be to strengthen 
the bonds of amity between the two governments, and 
enlighten Rnnjeet as to his true interests, which are 
closely connected with those of the Company in the 
event of an aggression by Russia. Nothing, in foot, is 
more practicable than the march of a large European 
army, with all its materiel, fivm Toplis to Delhi. It 
would even have the choice of three different roads, by 
which it might debouch in three columns upon India.' 
And such is the stupidity of the Indian princes, that 
they would either forsake the British Government, or 
act against it, the moment a Russian army crossed the 
Sutledge. Yet what other nation in Enrope would 
have left the vanquished in India so fair a portion ? 
But the Asiatic nations will always remain in their 
nonage; they are not to be taught by experience. — ^ 
Tnrkey and Persia will force Russia to occupy their last 
village, as the Indian princes have compelled the Com- 
pany to absorb them all into its power, one after the 
other. They have all succumbed, in the rashest and 
most Btnpid attempts against the Colossus, which would 
have left them in peace, had they not madly provoked 
it. Thirty years ago, the British, after having driven 
the Mahiattas from Delhi, found, imprisoned in the 
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fort, B blind old tuan, whose long Ijfe bad been but an 
uainterrapted series of miafortnneg. This was Sbah 
AUnm, the descendant of Timnr. He bad nerer reigned 
bat by Dame. The British have left hiin his vain title, 
tad pay him all the honours formerly enjoyed by the 
Mi^nl Emperors. They pay him a splendid annual 
pension (four millions of franrs); and they fhrther 
guarantee to his family, his title, hononrs, dignities, 
and advantages. After all this, what use do you think 
he once made of the ^as which they gsre faimforfbnn 
sake to lire a salute whenerer he leaves his palace P He 
fired them one day at the British troops. In less than 
five minutes the imperial palace was attacked, and the 
. guns retaken. Such are Indian princes I They are 
like children, who cannot be trusted with a razor in 
their hands; and this is the case, not with the princes 
alone, but with the whole population, which is utterly 
deatitnte of reason and moral sense. I make no differ- 
ence in this respect between Mnssulmauns and Hin- 
doos : both are equally nncivilisable — at least so long 
as they preserve their religion, 

A-propos of uQcivilisable people : my papers of yes- 
terday have informed me again that from Mexico to 
Buenos Ayres, throughout equatorial America, in short, 
the people are fighting with fnry. Without knowing 
it positively, I already supposed this to be the ease. 
The liberation of South America from Spain is, I think, 
a misforttuie — it was premature. Had it been delayed 
half a century or a centnry, the social progress which 
the mother country would have made during that period 
— the benefits of whii;h progress it might h^ve commu- 
nicated to its colonies— would have qualified the inhabit- 
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anta for an independent itnd free gOTemment. Hay ti^ 
howererrade its political institutions, still appears tome 
the pattern republic, or rather goremm^nt, among all 
these new states. It is the only one in which the citi- 
zens are not continually cutting each other's throats. 

Adieu, my dear and excellent friend, adieu I How I 
long to hear from you. The last letters which I received, 
from Europe, were dated July 22nd — that is to say, ten 
months ago I Adieu : I love and embrace yon with my 
whole heart. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

CoiAnwer, June llfA 1631, 
Mt dear Father, — M. Allard, writing to me » 
few days ago by the royal daak, (which, nmning night 
and day, goes in four days from this place to Lahore), 
has been so awkward as to tell me that, on the previooB' 
evening, he had despatched a messenger to me with ^ 
nnmber of newspapers and letters from India, one packet 
of which is from Chandemagore. Perhaps this man may 
arrive to-day. How can I help thinking of him twenty 
times an hour? In my reply to the General, I begged 
him never to announce letters from Chandemagore he- 
forehand ; for the disappointment would be too cruel if 
they turned out to be only a few insignificant lines from 
that place. Having been eleven months without hear- 
ing from you, I confess that unfortunately I possess not 
your stoicism to put a good face upon the matter. If, 
among my brothers in Adam, in Cashmeer, I could find 
any like myself they would see my head droop when- 
ever I think of you, my friends, and our country. 
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InEtead of M. Allard's mesBenger) one anrired this 
morning from — guess from whom ? — from A^med Shah, 
King of Little Tibet, a very polite ge^emui tralj. He 
writes to me, that being informed of my arriTal in Casb- 
meer, he is eager to assare me of bis frieadBhip uid 
seal. He places his country at my disposal ; and his 
messenger, who is a confidential serrant, as Enrybates 
was formerly to Agamemnon, confirms his master's 
respect and attachment to the British. The good man 
adds, that the Sikhs are a pack of scoandrels, and tells 
me that with one or two British regiments I might pro- 
ceed a great way. To receire these confidential commn- 
Btcations, I took care, under pretence of requiring his 
services as an interpreter, to send for the man whom I 
know to be Rnnjeet Sing's spy here. I made him read 
Shah Ahmed's firman literally, and charged him to pre> 
pare the reply, which I dictated sommarily. I send him 
hack a page of compliments ; inform him that I am 
delighted at being so near him (fourteen days' march), 
since my presence in Cashmeer OTerwhelms him with 
happiness; adding, that I am not an EnglishmaD, hut 
only an intimate friend of the Company. As for the 
presents which he offers me — gold, musk, and rock crystal 
from his mountains, I thank him infinitely for them : 
but state that he wiU oblige me much more if he will 
despatch all his subjects in pursuit of the wild beasts of 
his dominions, and send them to me alive. I think, too^ 
I shall ask him some questions on the geography of the 
conntries which surround his own. 

This singular communication, I have no doubt, is an 
answer to overtures indiscreetly made six or seven years 
■go to Ahmed Shah, by Mr. Moorcroft. This geatle- 
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mm was an Eng-liah physician in the Company's serrice. 
He was Rnperintendant of the etud in India: a very 
lucrative employment. The Goremment allowed him 
Mveral times leave of ^sence, of which he took advan- 
tage to travel to the North of the> Himnlaya. Central 
Asia was to him what the " Real Essences " are to 
somebody else. But the jug g^oes to the well so often 
that it gets broken at last. Mr. Moorcroft died there of 
putrid fever, or a dose of poison, or a gun-shot wound ; 
which, has never yet been properly explained. He went 
to Ladak, and thence to Cashmeer, where be inhabited 
the game garden I now occnpy. He thonght that by^ 
jeeuitically assuDiing a political capacity which he no 
more possessed than I do, he should smooth many diffi- 
colties which impeded the object of his journey ; and he 
wrote a very ambiguous letter to Ahmed Shah, which 
fell into the hands of Runjeet Sing, who, in his turn, 
forwarded it to the 'British Government without com- 
plaint or comment. Bat a duplicate having reached 
Ahmed Shah, ha thought the British at his door ; and 
although for six years he might have convinced himself 
that they would wait very patiently until be opened ie 
to them, he miBtakes me for Mr, Moorcroft's successor, 
and makes overtures to me. If Runjeet Sing still eater- 
tains any suspicions of me, I trust that my candour ou 
this occasion will completely dissipate them. I have' 
acted without artifice, or rather without cunning ; and 
this is evidently the most cunning way of acting. Shah 
Ahmed, by bis poverty) is, in his desert dominions/ 
quite secure from Sikh invasion ; so I do not commit 
him in the least, by making this parade of my honestj of 
purpose. 
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If my Tibetan ftmbassador itng' a spy ani! Shab 
Ahmed's letter a counterfeit, Ruojeet would be delight- 
loUy mystified by my takings his known »py tor my 
secretary to undeceive the pretended Ahmed. Bnt the 
cmiaing^ Sing would not dare to play me such a trick. 

Not but I sometimes perceire the little snares that 
he lays for me. Not long ago, the Governor sent me bis 
secretary to vaj that he bad just received a most morti- 
fying letter from the King. Ranjeet stated in this letter 
that I bad written to him that he (the Governor) was a 
fool, — that nothing went on right in Cash meer,— that 
iie surrounded himself with a set of asses, and left clever 
people unemployed. He commanded the Governor to ask 
me who the clever people were, and to employ all whom 
I might indicate. I told the secretiry the truth ; that I bad 
never written any thing of the kind to the Mahamjah; 
and that the latter no doubt was laughing at his master, 
or trying to stimulate his zeal by makiug him uneasy. 
The poor devil of a Governor insisted on my imme- 
diately becoming grand elector of Cashmeer. He 
humbly confessd that he was no better than a fool,>-a 
very true confession. He tiered to make a clear bouse 
of it. He particularly entreated that 1 would give him 
S certificate of my satisbction ; for he seemed persuaded 
that I had complained of him to the Maharajah ; and 
the fate of the brigand Neal Sing has inspired the long 
beards here with a salutary dread of my influence over 
Runjeet. I refused giving him the certificate; but 
promised to continue informing the King that I was 
satisfied with the Governor, so long as the latter should 
continue (o afford me grounds of satistactiop. As tot 
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the office of grand elector, I showed him the absurdity 
of hia request. 

I believe that Rnnjeet pkyed off this joke npon 
the Governor, merelf to fiod oat whether I bad the 
slighteBt inclination to interfere in his affairs. Bat on 
whatever point he presents himself, he will be repoked 
with the same loss. 

There is nothing npright and honest in the natives of 
this conntrj — tbey are perfidious in ererytbing. It is 
ridicnlons for k European to play at the same gtime 
with them — we mast always be their dopes. The sab- 
limest scoundrel of the kind with us, is, I am persuaded, 
bat s child compared to Rnnjeet Sing. To pat them 
out of countenance, we have only to be honest, as is 
natural to us, never to understand hints, and to speak 
always in a loud voice. 

I am getting ready for an excursion to the frontiers. 
The King's spy, who is at tbe head of tbe chancery, has 
be^ed the &voni of being allowed to attend me. His 
request shall certainly be granted ; and he shall have 
enough of attending me at once to repay his zeal, for I 
think of leaving the rogue frozen npon some mountain 
peak. 

The summer here is very hot. The Governor sends 
me ice every morning ; and I have taught my kbansama 
how to make very light iced punch. I finish my dessert 
with it; and you must admit that in so barbarous a 
country this is no slight luxury. But I have more lace 
than shirts. I shall soon have sixty-eight servants in 
my pay, which will make the Rajah's rupees change 
hands very rapidly. Every morning a sheep, a dozen 
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iowls, a basket of eggs, a sock of rice and floar, and all 
other things in proportion are brought to me; and — I 
have not a hit of bread to eat I 

Adieu 1 for I am in a hnmour to complain ; and that 
Vould be too bad. 1 must reserve the right of remon- 
strance for bad Aays; and perhaps I shall hare more than 
one before we meet. 



Caihmeer, June \2th 1831. 

Do not measure, my dear George, the pleasure! have 
in writing to you by the smallness of the paper. I have 
not the luck to be a warrior, like yourself: fer from it, 
especially in point of leisure. Business pours upon me 
from all quarters, and I am forced to be concise in my 
^application, prayer, or request — call it which you will. 

The object of the present' letter is to move your 
bowels of compassion as my cousin-german — genuan 
and half— and to stimulate yonr artiUeryman's laziness 
to iar as to make you take pen, ink, and paper — the 
Jaigest possible sheet of the latter — and, without pre- 
amble or circnmlocution, but entering at once into the 
matter, tell me about the world, and how it goes on 
where you are — at Athens or Paris, Arras or Berlin,— 
DO matter ; — though I should prefer, for your own sake, 
that your chronicle was dated from Paris. Gossip above 
all : — it is the only true thing. Truth suffers cmelly in 
a wig ; thus disguised, it is no longer like itseli Gossip, 
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then — tell the sU about Greece. Yon hare there becom'b 
in a certain degree my colleague io the East. Well I 
tell me — Is not the credality of the good souls of the 
West a blessing for us ?— for ia fact, if we are anxious 
to appear to have seen wonders, our iiaagination has 
only to invent them. But between us, no iuventiuns if 
you please — honestj among thieves 1 Tell me, then, 
without exaggeration, all about Canaris, Marrocordato, 
Odysseus, Mavromichaelis, and other famous Turk- 
eaters. If you are in France, give me politics of course ; 
bnt abore all,forget the papers you read in the mDrning~. If 
you are doing the hero of artilkry en tilbai-i/, or that of 
freedom at Berlin or Vienna, sing of your own tame, bnt 
in rile prose. I am the only animal of my species in 
'this corner of the world, so far separated from all others ; 
and, to torn my attention from the animals, minerals', 
and plants of Cashmeer, I have from time to time the 
Persiaa Chronicle of the Court of Lahore — very poor 
nourishment for the political genius of our family. Put 
yourself to a little inconvenience, then, my good iriend 
and with a good grace. Your letter may reach me in 
twelve months. It will perhaps find me in one of those 
situations through which I have already so often passed 
— in solitude so profound, that I shall be indebted to it 
for a pleasure much greater than the annoyance which, 
from your laziness, it may have caused yoo. Tell or 
write to Zo^, that for her punishment she deserves to 
learn Latin, as we did, in order to understand />auca 

Adieu, my dear friend. Take care of muskets, if any 
are fired near you, and get out of the way of bullets 
when you see them poming— at least if snch is th* 
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torn. I ftm reiy well, and am prepsriag- to complete my 
tbirtieth year, which brings us BiDgnlarly near to each 
other. Farewell. 

P.S. For local character — which yon have a right to 
expect irom a correspondent at Cashmeer— know that I 
am writing this to you with a reed from K&thay, and 
wonld give a thousand of them for one goose-qtnll. 



TO M. PORPHTRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Cm^meer, Jims Ulh 1831. 
Mx DEAR PoRPHYRE,— For several days I have been 
vpon thorns. A short time ago M . Allard wrote to me 
by the royal daak, that he had despatched a messenger 
to me the day hefore, with a monstrous packet from 
beyond the Sntledge, and what is morei from Chander- 
pagore. This messenger could and ought to have been 
here yesterday — the day before yesterday — or even the 
^ay before that; and he is not yet arrived I To-day 
I was to bare set ont on a ten days' excursion 
towards the frontiers ; but it is impossible to start, 
—anxiety keeps me here. If you give way to the 
blue devils as I do, during the long interruptions 
of our correspondence, I trust, my friend, that you 
may not happen to be deprived of letters from the 22nd 
of July to the I4th of June following; and that the fitult 
may not be mine, if this misfortune should happen, I 
will write either to you or to my father more frequently 
than I have hitherto done. This 1 will doon account of 
the distance, which will make my letters more valuable, 
and at the same time increase their chance of beii^ lost 
on their way. 

VOL. It. K 
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You may bave percelred that after crosung tbt 
Satledge I had an attack of a new passion, — I mean 
avaricei. But tbe nnmeroua mortificBtioni to which it 
has exposed me, have cured me of it. The people of 
Cashmeer hare an admirable knack of borrowing money, 
which they never repay- In a single fortnight, eight 
hundred rupees hare thug melted away, independently 
of a nnmber of preeentB which I hare been obliged to 
make. It is high time that I waaagain wandering throngh 
the mountain^. I bare at last made up my mind to 
resign myself to, or I hare resigned myself to making 
up my mind to, recross the Sutledge, as poor as when I 
crossed it on tbe 2nd of March, and to consider the fruit 
of the Rajah's liberality, as a sort of loan, which I ought 
to repay by doing as much honour to it as possible in his 
dominions. I ami howerer, refitting, and shsll return to 
India with a new wardrobe. My fumie Navarin coat) 
which has risited so many countries within the last three ■ 
years, — the four quarters of the globe, — has reached a 
truly ominous state of maturity. It is serring as a 
pattern for its successor, which is to be made of black 
shawl, waistcoat and trowsers of the same, together with 
a duplicate of each. The materials of which these new 
clothes are made, are wonderfully adapted to the dimata 
of India, where coats and trowsers of French ctoth heat 
one red hot. I hare, besides all this, an immense Per- 
sian dressing gown, of the same stuff. This will come 
into use, fire months hence, at Semla, and elsewhere in 
the winter, — not to mention the service I hope it will 
some day render me at Paris. Those devils of English- 
men have the wonderful art (the secret of which lie» 
in their riches or their debts) of procuring a11 the com* 
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niodities of Enropei at the end of tlie woild. For onr 
single Jowmal des Modet, ten journals of the same kind 
are pablished in London. The British in India and 
Van Diemen's Land' Bubscribe to them ; their wires 
eagerly pemse them ; and each family, though liring 
whole years in a remote district, without any European 
witness of its existence, ruins itself in millinery and other 
fineiT', inordertobe in the bshion. This is the extreme 
of f<dly> I found a. small society at Semla, almost ererj 
member of which wonld be deemed ridiculous among 
ns for the importance they attach to the cut of their 
bootS) Goat, or hat ; and I hare thought it pmdeat not to 
iqipear among them again except with a coat the costly 
pMtBFJMlg of which will compensate for its old-fashioned 
cat. 

Bat where the deaee are you, my good brother? 
Returned, perhaps, to Wilna? For 1 confess I now 
believe in the possibility of a war, if there be a revolu- 
tion in Prussia, which appears to me inevitable. But I 
trust it will not last long ; and that, for the last time, we 
shall execute justice on the kings and aristocracies of 
Europe. What blunders did the Chamber of Deputies 
commit in the first week of last August I I see by the 
Englieh papers that M, de Lafayette has resigned the 
command of the National Guard, which proves that 
there is discord in the camp of our friends. But now 
that we have returned to the famous legal order, how 
can we sweep off the peers by an ordinance ? Feyronnet 
would cry out from his prison, " Set me free, since you 
hare infringed the new charter, as I did the old I" My 
greatest anxiety, however, is concerning my Other's 
&tef deprived as he perhaps is of your company. This 
K 2 
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ii dreadful. I sboold hare felt more when I lefli Mm; 
conld I have foreseen the course of poUtical probabili* 
ties dnca the refolulion. Adieu for to-day I I am 
tormented with anxiety, and not fit for anything^. 
Adiea ! 

Ctuhnuer, Aug7ul5th 1831. 

Here, my dear Porphyre,! hare begim the packetwhich 
I lately announced, from VeFnague. In this city, I find 
some of its frag'mentB, together with some other epistolary 
scraps ; and, comforting myself with the notion that ever^ 
thing of the same description is good when it comes from 
a distance of some thonaanda of leagues, I despatch this 
remnant to Chauderna^ore. I am adding an ell in this 
large hand for the obliging M. Angnstin Taboureao. 
Yesterday arrived a messenger from M. Allan), who, for 
twenty-four hours, was considered dead. He has written 
{inly a lew lines to assure me of his resurrection ; but 
without any particalars. I therefore know not what 
his complaint was. At this moment there is no coa- 
tagiouB disease in the Punjab. Public health here is 
perfect. I have not seen a single case of cholera, in 
spite of my curiosity to do so, — no more than lions and 
tigers, — no more than I did yellow fever in Haiti. It 
■would seem as if the devil placed himself in my way, to 
prevent me from seeing. 

The Calcutta Gazettes of the 4th of July apprise me 
of another change of ministry at home. The famom 
legal order always appears tottering. This vexes and 
grieves me. The most contradictory accounts of the 
fate of Poland arrive from Persia and Bombay ; and my 
Delhi friends forward them to me. Then I ^e. that 
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thfere is a native regent in Belginm, without aiif talk 
of a king ; that there are rerolotions in Italy, and still 
no general war. 

. 1 am very well, and work hard. During; my weeks 
of sedentary labonr, all day in my chair, I used to be 
nnwell, and had no appetite in the evening. I have 
provided against this evil, by taking a good swim at 
niBset. It is literally a warm bath that I take. The 
proof of my strength is, that 1 swim an hour,— to be 
sore, without exertion, and in still water. By pursuing 
this plan, I sleep at night, which I could not do previ- 
ously, without some equivalent fatigue. Bestir your^ 
self in dehvering the inclosed letters. 

It is not merely a splendid embassy that the British 
Government now talk of sending to Runjeet Sing r the 
Governor-general dissires to have s personal interview 
with the Maharajah. My friend Wade has returned to 
LabcM^ to negociate the etiquette at the meeting of the 
two stars of the East. They are counting steps and 
half steps, and regulating beforehand the insignificant 
sentences which are to be exchanged. This is avery serious 
affiur ; and I do not think Wade will manage it well. 
The high contracting parties, as they say, have irrecon- 
cSable or incompatible pretensions, which form the 
subject of parley at this present time, What Lord 
WiUiani wants of Rnnjeet Sing, I cannot guess,^to 
frighten him, perhaps, and show him how easy it would 
he to crush him. The colonel of one of the two regi- 
ments of British cavalry in the Calcutta presidency 
writM to me from Somla that he has been appointed to 
conupandf not- the escort, but the army, which is to 
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accompany the GorenioT'general to hit intemew with 
Rnnjeet, if it take place, — or the embassy to LahDrf,iii 
the rererse case. He will take hia rc^ment of lancere) 
ft regiment of mttiTe cavalry, one of Eoropean infantry, 
two of Sipahees, and a battery of light artillery, — all 
selected for the occasion, I know not how the Maha- 
rajah will relish so many hononrs. 

I laughed heartily at Caahmeer, nor did they langh 
less at Semla, at the grand Oriental periods of General 
Lamarqne, abont Russia, the Balkan, the Cancasne, 
Persia, China, and the cruel oppresaion with which the 
" perfidious ialanden" keep down a hnndred millions of 
Indians, ripe for revolt. I wish that legal order went 
on as well at Paris aa it does from Cape Comorin to 
the peaks of the Himalaya. It is enough to make on» 
burst with langhter. I abandon, withont mercy, to the 
ridicule of my EngUsh friends, all my countrymen who 
indulge in such folly. I know not whether it is that I 
read these things coolly after a year's interval ; but the 
bulletins of the army in Afiica appeared to me quite m 
ludicrous. Our soldiers on the Atlas were a* great a* 
Allot himtelff f ! This ia Victor Hngo all over. I 
believe that now-a-days peojJe laugh heartily at Na- 
polecm's bulletins, even their happiest claptraps. Honour 
to common sense 1 

In one of yonr last lettera, yon advise me not to re- 
turn through any coontry at war with France. Many 
thanks for the advice : it ia very well to be prudent 
unong the Rusaiana. It appears that these scoundrels 
have intercepted some British travellera in Persia, and 
gent them to cool their heels in Siberia. Make yoiuv 
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sel£ easy— I shall be prudent. Adienl Mj boat u 
jeadj, and the sun siiikiiig. Fear not that I shall drown 
myself I embrace yon, and my &ther, with all my 
heaxt. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Vemaffue, at the Source f/ the Hydtupti, 
in Cathmter—Jvlji \9th 1831. 

At len^h, my dear fi&ther, I am happy 1 I yesterday 
rMeived your letter of the 1 stand 3rd November. It 
was just a year since I had heard from yon. The events 
of the revolution, with their divers and unforeseen 
chances, filled up this lon^ interval, and opened my mind 
to a thonsand crnel anxieties. God he praised I— and 
thanks to you, and the chain of friendly hands by means 
of which your letter bnnd me in the depth of these 
solitudes I M. Allard'e messenger travelled a hundred 
and &fty leases in nine days to bring it to me from 
Lahore. But I have rewarded him well for his dili- • 
gence. I keep him a day, in the midst of the forests 
in which I ant encamped, and where I shall make a halt 
of twenty-four hours, tore-peruse your letter and that 
of Porphyre, after having already read them many times, 
Imn through the French papers of February which came 
With them from Semla, and reply to you both. But 
where am I to begin? The emotion of pleasure which 
J feelis a complete nervous fever; — my hand shakes, 
toy thonghts are in confusion. This letter of the 1st 
of Npveniber is numbered 20, and I have not received 



,,tiootjk 



]36 A.^OUBlfEY IS IKDIA, nXET, 

your No8. I7,:1B, a&d 19. Bnt M. Cordier of ChaD*. 
deniagore, writes to me that, &t ioterrals of a few d^s, 
be despatched to me three packets from France beforA 
this one ; and M. Allard's express informs me that 
another meHsen^er less active than himself, is on his 
way to Cashmeer, Earing' left Lahore thirteen days ag;o. 
I hare decided that he must be the bearer of these three 
packets from France, mentioned by M. Cordier; and you 
may judge whether this expectation is calculated to 
calm my anxiety. 

Age engenders mistrust, if not timidity. Wbat I 
moat dreaded was, to learn that the political agitations 
of our country had deprired you of your habitual se^ 
curity of mind, to which you owe the happy quietndt 
of your old age. I was a&aid Porphyre might be ab* 
sent from I^ris, and you left alone in yonr nneasinesa 
But you hare removed all my fears ; and hencefartb I 
sball always think of you with additional happiness* 
My natnre baa no tendency to hope. It is perhaps on 
Has account that I enjoy present good more exquisitely. 
When it comes, 1 have it in all its intensity : far in m^ 
dreams of the futnre, I hare not anticipated its mjoy- 
ment. 

I shall still be badly off with twelve thousand francs 
a year. It. is less than the pay of an in&ntry captain 
in India ; and I am forced into a number of expenses 
foreign to the wants of an officer. My journeys, and 
my coUectioDS, render the necessity of this additional 
expense evident,-— especially in the mountains, where 
my caravan cannot move without the help of a great 
number of cairiets. Here, for instance, in excnrtioni 
of ft foctnigbt at a time from Cashmeer,^ leaving the 
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bnlkf part of m)r htggnge in that city, and redndng 
the number of my followers as much as pOBsible, I ra- 
qnite tweDty-nine men. Yet I hare not to trouble 
myself, as in the Company's territories, about proyiding 
tor the subsistence of these people, nor for that of my 
domestics : the Rajah does it all I How could I do it 
myself? I have more than a hundred men in my 
camp. There are some acts of service exceesirely re- 
png^nant to the habits of the Asiatics, whether Hindoos 
or Mohammedans, and which they cannot be brought 
to perform, except by the hope of a very considerobU 
gain ; — and even this often fails to tempt them. On my 
arriTal in Cashmeer, I taught two Casfameerian semknts 
to assist me In my zoological preparations. They 
gained more at it in a month than they would other^ 
wise hare done in a year ; and yet they have left me. 
One of them was a hnoter; — when the people saw him 
kiUing all sorts of animals, they rose npob him, beat 
him, aqd broke his gun. I had thirty of the mutineers 
bastinadoed, and threatened with a more severe punish' 
ment in case of a second offence. My man was not 
beaten again, but he became an object of general con' 
tempt and hatred ; and he told me one day that hd 
contd no longer follow a craft which rendered him sd 
odious. The other also resigned. I can find none td 
take their places. In these barbarous countries, religion 
meddles with everything, and raises a crowd of obstacles 
against the cnriosity and ardour of a European trareller, 
iRch as you hav^ no conception of. 

If M. Cordieris still at Chandemagore, which I think 
probable, I will send all tny collections to him from' 
Delhi, requesting him to re-pack them himself with' 
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th« attention and care reqairite for their vojtge by bOl, 
and also to ship tbem. If he is no longer therei I 
know of no one at Calcutta from whom I can reqnecrt 
such a aerrice. All the men 1 am acquainted with 
there are overwhelmed with business. I wrote Ion; 
ago to this effect to the Jardin des Plantes, and I hope 
the gentlemen there wiU yield with a good grace to the 
necessity of waiting. 

You ask me what I think of our Indian possessionst 
I hare heard that there was a talk of purchasing from 
out Government, Pondichery and out other &ctorieB in 
India. The price was even stated : it was said to be » 
mUlion sterling. I do not, however, know what steps 
may iiave been taken to realise this wish of the Com* 
pany. Were I to be asked as to the propriety of accept* 
ing such an offer, I should say ■' Yes " a thousand times. 
Our microscopical estabUshments in India are always 
ridicnlons, and a hamiliating anomaly in the event of 
war. The yoanger M. DesbBssyns wishes to give it 
degree of importance to Pondichery which it is not 
capable of acquiring. As for the consent of the Inhabi- 
tants to the change of sovereignty, the British, if they 
desired the transfer, would purchase it with money. 
Our trade with India, generally ruinous to speculatora 
who embark in it, is not capable of much extension. 
The productions wa send thither are consumed only by 
the scanty nomber of inhabitants of European origin. 
They consist of Bordeaux wines, silk goods, and Bour- 
bon coffee ; and to the latter island moEt vessels carry 
back rice bought in Bengal. M.Desbassyns' establish- 
ments at Pondichery must perish, because the British 
provinces have natarol advantages which that locality 
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does nat possess for the some branch of indiutrj. Thej 
luve a more fertile soil, a more iaTonnble climKt«t 
cheaper labour, and capital, which latter we want. 

To what absurd tale do yon allnde, my dear &ther, 
when yoa talk abont AfghaDs descending from Cash- 
ueer to conquer Bengal P la the first place, there is 
not a single Aigban left in Cashmeer ; Runjeet Sing 
drore them out twslre years ago, and it was no difficult 
task. The last King of Cabul whom I saw at Lood- 
heetna, Shah Shoodjab el Molok, who is well acquainted 
with his old subjects, told me that with a regiment of 
English Sipabeest it would be easy for him to re-possess 
liimself of his crown. And he spoke the truth. All 
these nations fight but little, and from a great distance 
fire their shot) which kills nobody. They then run 
away. If there be only a little cavalry to OTertake 
them, or a sufficient numl>er to surround tbem, they are 
exterminated. Should Rnnjeet Sing think he could 
prudently absent himself for some time from the Punjab, 
nothing would be easier for him than to re-conquer the 
whole of A%hanistan. Rnnjeet Sing's is the only 
power which has stood with that of the British. But 
the respectire rerennes of the two states will give yon 
their relative resources. That of the Company amounts 
to twenty-six millions sterling; that of Runjeet to 
three ; and he can only come up to this amonnt by 
excessive tuces, which often tempt his subjects to place 
themselves in the power of the British. The latter 
have nothing to fear from war, unless it be with the 
Buseians. They might crush Rnnjeet in a couple of 
months, if they chose. The only internal danger 
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possible for the BntUh power would be a partial reroh 
of its iMtiTe army. 

I have but little cnriositj to cross a few Persian pro« 
rinces, as I return to Europe. I think I can do more 
and better by prolonging my stay in India, and apply 
iog myself more particularly to the great chain of the 
Himalaya. I wish very much that the minister of the 
interior would consent to the plan I have sent him to 
that effect. He has, perhaps, made up his mind by this 
time. In a work upon the Himalaya, there would bo 
great unity, which would be wanting in my labours^ 
were they to embrace, at the same time, a very great 
extent of territory, of which I have crossed only a few 
lines at long intervals. To fill up this void I should htf 
compelled to borrow from others, and my work wanld 
therefore want originality in many parts. 

I told you long ago of my contempt for what is very 
gratuitously termed Indian hUtory. Assuredly my 
opinion on this subject could not be changed by tha 
traditions preserved in Cashmeer. NeTertheless, I am 
having a copy made of a somewhat rare book — a very 
modem Persian translation from a Sanscrit text, tbs 
dat« of which I do not know, but which I suppose to be 
the same whence Mr, Wilson of Calcutta has extracted 
for the Asiatic Researches a list of the Indian Kings of 
Cashmeer. The Persian translator, who lived a hniit 
dred years ago, has added to the work. I shall hare an 
almost perfect translation when I leave the country, fot 
I read it with my Mogul secretary as the writer who 
bopies it, brings me the sheets. He explains in Hin> 
dostaoee the passages too elaborate for my comjirehen> 
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uon, uiil lies in his beard wh«n he finds an Arabic 
quotation, for he does not understand Arabic an^ better 
than I do. However, the book ia a wretched rhapsody : 
D'Eckstein all over, and woree etill. 

My letters from Tibet must hare undeceived you 
long since with reference to the etate of the population 
amon^ whom I spent the last summer. The natives 
are very different beyond the Sntledge, where the influ- 
ence of order, exercised by the neighbourhood of the 
British, has not vet reached them. There ie a ferocious 
dispoeition in the Sikhs, which I sometimes perceive. 
Whilst I was going about the highest mountains in this ' 
country, a month ago, the two sects of Mnssulmauns, 
mingled in a very unequal proportion in Cashmeer, were 
quarrelling about their religion. The Sikh guard sent 
to put down the quarrel, get fire to the city, — thus 
troubling the water for the sake of fishing ia it. The 
two parties fought, killed, aud burnt each other for 
twenty-four hours. It was fortunate that I had lefl a 
strong guard at home, for the plunderers came, but were 
received sword in hand and repulsed. I found every- 
lhin|r a' ^7 dwelling as I had left it. On my arrivsl 
here yestenlay, the chief of a neighbouring fortress, 
who on my passing through his territory bad paid me 
an humble visit, sent some soldiers to me with a most 
insolent message. He said he would prevent me from 
going iiirther. I immediately wrote him a threatening 
letter. He replied that he was only obeying Runjeet 
Sing's orders. For a moment I suspected the Rajah of 
treachery. Nevertheless I wrote again, telling the chief 
thai he was an impudent liar, and that I should demand 
# signal revenge from Ruryeet Sing. To-day, the 
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wretcli came to beg pardon I — yet he perhaps spoke 
tbe trath in deugnating the Rajah as the author of the 
prohibition which he vished to impose upon me ; bnt 
he knew that it wonld be diaarowed by the prince, and 
that he should be punished for his indiscreet zeal. 
Baseness, perfidy, cruelty, and arrogance, are the pre« 
Tailing features in the national character, Notwith> 
standing the reparation that baa been made, I hare just 
written to the King to bare the fellow ponished. I 
must not pardon the least want of attention : the imps* 
nity of one wonld be the signal of a general attack. 
Runjeet continues my friend, at least ostensibly. The 
messenger of yesterday brought me another letter from 
him as friendly as usual. This is the third time he has 
written to me since my arrival in Cashmeer. I was 
going to demand my passports in spite of all this friend- 
ship, when the excuses of the Governor of Islamabad 

General Cartwright, my host at Delhi last winter, baa 
written to me that be shall be summoned to Calcutta 
next winter, to give evidence in a criminal prosecution. 
He is a kind and excellent man, and has shown ma 
much kindness. His absence will not be disadvan- 
tageous to me, as it will allow me to live with Mr. 
William Fraser daring my third stay in the old Mogul 
capital. My intimacy with Mr. Fraser is quite of a 
dlfierent nature ; — there is a good deal of resemblance 
between ns. He is my true friend. We wished to liva 
together ; but so long as the good General Cartwright 
was there, there was no thinking about it. The general 
wonld never have forgiven my leaving him. He also 
states in his letter that the Conunander-in- chief and the 
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Gorernor-general think of leATing; Semla very soon j 
I may possibly therefore miss the latter. I should 
regret it much; for I hare sot reached the end of the 
(^ligations which I wish him to confer npoD me. If 
my Himalaya prt^ect is approved of at Paris, Lord 
'William will have to take the same steps in my fevanr 
with the Rajah of Catmaodoo that be did with Ranjeet, 
in order that the prince of Nepaul may remove the pro- 
hibition which he has laid upon the tnvelliDg of Euro* 
peaDS in bis dominions. Before that period comes, the 
Govemor-geueral ought to receire the thanks of our 
minister of the interior for what he has hitherto done 
towards the success of my journey. His kipd inten- 
tions would be thus strongly supported, and I shall 
bare need of all his favour to gain an entrance into 
Nepaul ; for at the other extremity of India the Rajah 
of Catmandoo is the pendant to Runjeet Sing: he is 
powerful, and suspicions of the British. The quickness 
of my visit to the one after leaving the dominions of 
the other, may, I have no doubt, appear singular to the 
Calcutta diplomatists, who are not very bright, though 
they fency themselves so clever. They will remark 
that such was not at all my purpose when I left Bengal, 
as I then announced my intentiou of proceeding almost 
in a direct line to Bombay. I foresaw their objections, 
when I wrote my memorial to the minister, and took 
care to inform Sir C. Grey of it. The Chief Justice 
has therefore been long aware of the alteration in my 
plana, and will, when necessary, make it known to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe. 

The Mogul Emperors were quite stage kings. The 
monuments of their grandeur were scarcely superior ta 
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theatrical decorations. AkW, Jehanguire, Siaii Jebani 
and Aorang-Zeb, reined id the serenteenth centmy. 
Thef expended inimen»e treasures upon Caehmeer, their 
nev conqueBt. Nothing remains of their extraTagant 
tnagniHcencS) bat gigaatic trees. Their palaces hare 
&llea into decay, and are almost evaTwhere el&ced. 
Xet the old buildings dedicated to the Indian worship 
are still standing. Their number, and the immense 
labour bestowed upon them, bear witness to a very long 
period of indigenous Rajahs before the introductioo of 
Islamism in the eleventh century. 
. I haye hitherto seen no reason to surrender my own 
experience to the Oriental prorerb about the beauty of 
th» Cashmeerian women ; and I despair of ever doing so. 
The mumber of sick who come to me is endless. A 
crowd of poor and diseased people gather round my tent, 
like a gayer one round our theatres. Unfortunately 
almost all are incurable. There is blindness of all de- 
scriptions, and a host of wretches worn down with the 
most dreadful diseases, which they owe to us. I girA 
alms to those whom I cannot relieve with medicine ; and 
I derire pleasure from the thought that some do not 
leare ma without a feeling of gratitude. 

I am sorry that M. Cordier of the maseum, who has 
BO strongly supported my interests, bA not found time 
to tell me himself of the new obligations he has con* 
ferred upon me. Very shortly I shall write to thank 
him, and, at the same time, shall make up for the silence 
which, since my departure, I blame myself for having 
maintained towards Madame Cordier. 
' My Calcutta banker has written to me lately about 
the annnal settlement of our accounts. The result is^ 
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that OD the 30th of April 1831, he h&d a balance in 
my &ronr of two thousand nix hundred rupees. I shall 
not want abj of this money before I retnm to British 
India, having EtJU aboat as much in Cashmeer, arising 
from the Rajah's presents. I hare moreover a right to 
depend upon the supplement of tno thousand francs 
from the Jardin fur the jears 1830 and 1831, and also 
{dot thousand francs from the interior for those two 
years. This would make a sum total of twelve thou- 
sand francs more than my banker thinks I have. With 
that> and the two thousand six hundred rupees I have 
at Calcutta, I can proceed next year in any direction 
whatever. My ambition would be to bring back with 
me to Europe the sum for which I am indebted to the 
Rajafa alone : that is to say, about fourteen thousand 
francs. This I consider my owu property, whilst I 
look npon the funds from the Jardin and the Minister 
of the Interior, as having been placed in my bands as a 
steward, to employ them in the furtherance of my 
undertaking. I am obliged to the Rajah for much 
more than these fourteen thousand francs; for since 
piy departure from I-ahore, the heavy expense of all 
my means of conveyance has been almost wholly at his 
diarge. To this I ought also to add the whole expense 
of my subsistence, to which he does not allow me to 
contribute. I shall hare eaten at his expense four or five 
hundred sheep, many' thousand fowUi and many things 
besideS) ere I get among the Britisb again. Do not 
suppose that I am a bit the fatter for it. People do not 
gain flesh at my trade : there are too many ikti^es 
attending it. Besides, my health is not very good ; it 
ttften experiences little derangements, which I should not 
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perceive if they came at longer interrak, bnt the con- 
stant repetition of them is sometimes annoyiDg;. I 
SDEpecl that in this European climate, the absolute and 
lengthened privation of spintuouB liquors is prejudicial 
to my stomach ; and if my approaching campaign is to 
be carried on in the monntains, I will try and havei 
every day, a glass of wine to drink with my evening- 
meal. I shall refresh myself at Kennedy's at Semis, 
in the month of October or November. 

The cholera, which you mention, is not unknown in 
Cashmeer. It has appeared there twice since the Sikh 
conquest, and the Cashmeerians do not fail to attribute 
its importation to their new masters. But if this dis- 
ease is resisted at first, and immediately encountered with 
the violent remedies discovered by experience, it is not 
very dangerous in India. You know that the good and 
learned physician, whose iriendly advice I received at 
Calcutta, did not let me depart without supplying m» 
with those remedies prepared by himselfj — the box 
follows me like my shadow. Be easy therefore on this 
score. In general do not believe in any disagreeable 
newspaper reports, such as sedition among the troops, 
revolts, wars, contagions disorders, &e. &c. : these things 
ftre but little known in the world which I inhabit. I 
think a man must he rather stupid to allow himself to 
die at thirty ; and I have the vanity to believe that I 
shall not commit such a piece of fully for a long time 
to come. I take a close view of the thing, and do not 
act rashly — I am not so careless as all that. Porphyre 
confirms what you tell me, and what I very sincerely 
believed withont the corroboration of his testimony — ■ 
that your health is excellent. Is not this a time to 
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live, when there is bo much to be seen? Althoagh 
joa may have exaggerated a little the coDsequences of 
the principle of imtnartality which you find in your 
experienceof life, that is to say, in the very fact of your 
g^eat Bgei I think with you that this ezperience may 
serre to redeem a port of its original cost. Cerebral 
activity ie certainly a principle of longevity. See what 
an age most men celebrated for intellectual laboure, 
hare attained. 

Adieu! dear and excellent father ! Your letter has 
restored to me the tranquillity I bad lost. I am about 
to work with an ardour which has never relaxed, and 
with a freedom of thought of which I hare for some 
time heen in want, i shall now do everything better 
and quicker. Kind regard to all friends : they will 
nnderetand that in a short halt in the midst of woods, 
I can only repeat my greetings to them collectively. 
Adieu I I embrace you with all my heart. 

19th, Eeening. 

General Allard's second messenger is just arrived, 
with all that I was expecting from you. I have fifty 
letters to read ; for there are a score from India, and aU 
very long ones :— a charming one from Lady William 
Bentinck, and one from my friend Colonel Fagan, whom, 
Porphyre cannot know without liking him. 



TO M''''* ZOE NOIZET DE SAINT PAUL, ARKAS: 

Mounlaim of Cashmetr, JtJj/ 20th 1831. 

Yestbeday after writing to you, my dear Zoe, I 

received, with fifty others at the same time, your long 

I. 2 
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letter mitten imntediBtelf after the KTolation, Mid 
remmed at difEerent interrals. It a quite k rolnine. 
Yon must feel that it is impossible for me to answer 
eTeiy part of it ; but it shall remain a couple of months 
if) my portfolio. I will read it orer more than once, and 
my thoughts will reply to it) doubt it not, in my soli- 
tary marcheS) or during my sleepless nights Then the 
monntain storm keeps me awake in my tent. Pwmit 
me to tell you only, my good cousin, that you have not 
snfBcient confidence in me. Open the '■ Aunoure dn 
Burean des Longitudes," where you viU see, in the 
tables of mortality, that the fittal chances are almost 
null at our age. I firmly believe that though I roam 
about the world, I increase them only by an absolutely 
insignificant fraction. I was formerly -near being 
crushed to death on the Alps, by an avalanche of 
stones ; I was also near being drowned in the Niagara, 
and swam during a quarter of an hour without any hope 
of reaching the bank ; in fine, I have had many other 
narrow escapes ; — but life is made up of such things, 
and we ahea very closely miss losing it, before we lose 
it in reality. I am beginning to compare myself to an 
old china vase, brittle in its nature, and easily broken, 
but hardened by accidents, and accustomed to &11 with- 
out breaking. Never, therefore, couple gloomy appre- 
hensions with the thought of me. Yon would do much 
better, if you continue to grant me the iavour of thinking 
about me, to try to imagine the beautiful scenery with 
which lam surroonded in thispretendedParadiseof India. 
You tell me that my friends regret my absence on 
my own account ; I have received the same information 
from sevenil of them, hut without underatanding what 
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tfaey wonld have been desirous of doing with me. I 
think that if I had been at Paris, I should not have 
remained a pasBive spectator of the three great days. 
Supposing I had escaped with life, what new claim 
in my profession should I have acquired hj the share I 
might have taken in those military events P None. 
My friends know ver^ well that I have no fortune, and 
that I require a professional income above all thing*. 
Now I ask myself and yon, of what use is a man like 
me ont of his espedal sphere ? The answer, I confessi 
embarrasses me. They tell I should have been ap' 
pointed a prefect ; — bat, conscious of my incapacity to 
fill the ofSce, I should have declined it. One of my 
friends, it is true, a scientific man like myself, holds 
each an appointment. Formerly he Worked in iron; 
but his trade of smith brought to his attention a mnlti>- 
tttde of affairs into which he conld not fail of acquiring 
an insight. He had also been mayor of a small com- 
none, and was quite a Minos compared to me. And 
in fact I am told, that, placed as he is in one of the 
most delicate of these offices, he gives entire satisfaction 
to persmis of the most opposite politics. But does not 
diplOTuacy require some preparatory studies ? — is there 
not a routine to be leanit, except indeed in the mor^ 
elevated stations? I do not think my friends would 
ever have thought of getting me appointed minister to 
the United States. A deputyship then was the only 
thbg; and all talk to me about it. But this does not 
provide one's bread and butter; — so I go on working 
hard and steadily, doing my best, let. vhtA will come 
afterwards. I do not deny that, if an unforeseen chance 
called me to the legislature, some day, I should rejoic« 
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at it ; — I will even confess that I have long' visfaed it^ 
I think I knon hotr to play, in a pvblic assembly, a part 
which, without re^uirin^ great taleotB, wonld elidt 
general assent and esteem, and wonld perhaps even give 
the actor some influence. In friendly t6te-&-t£te, or in 
rery limited circles, I have had the good fortune, more 
than once, to exercise the art of persuasion upon men 
who wonld not have been supposed to take adTJce from 
me. Although perhaps peremptory, stiff, and disagree- 
able with strangers, during the lust years of my stay 
with my &ther, I was quite different in the outponrings 
of Iriendship. It seems that since my voyage to the 
United States, that is to say, siuce the &tal period 
which I have mentioned, my individuality has become 
remarkably modified and improved. I possess a greater 
stock of benevolence. It appears to me that I often 
exercise, tow^s the indifferent, some of that art of 
indulgence, good-nature, and persuasion, which they 
formerly could not discern in me. Art of good-nature 
and indulgence ! — will you not laugh at the contn^ 
diction? But, my dear Zoe, I know many men in 
whose hearts these feelings live, and who, notwith- 
standing, hare never been able to express them. 
Timidity, &lse shame, and sometimes vanity, are whkt 
stops their expression. Now I am not timid — perhapa 
even in the opinion of some I am not over-modeat, 
though in the sincerity of my heart I feel that I am 
modest, but free from &lse modesty. The uninter- 
rupted chain of benevolence which I have found to 
guide and support me during the last four years, has 
perhaps often been unwittingly linked by myself. That 
which I have everywhere found in my very i 
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personal fnendships, I mig'ht perhaps aleb find ia public 
interconree with a greater nnmber of men at the same 
time. Shall I tell you that I often hope so ? 

Meanwhile, I am endeavouring to nnrarel the con- 
Auton in the rocks of the Himalaya, and to separate 
the truth from their ambignona teatimony concerning' 
the revolntione that hare occurred in this part of the 
gl(rf>e. I un likewise describing new plants, and seek- 
ing to discover the internal form of existence of the 
singnlar race of men arooud me,— each at its proper 

I am not writing to yon in English, from horror of 
the tfott, which I should neTertheless be obliged to use 
on pain of not writing to you in English. The (Aou 
is printed and sung, but never spoken nor written. No 
relationship nor degree of attachment admits it: the 
most tender &tber, the most impassioned lover or hus- 
band, has no other form of address than ^ou. A 
mother says you to the child in the cradle. 

The studies you are pursning will, in many respects, 
give yon a much more extensive knowledge of the 
English language than I possess. When we meet I 
hope I shall be able to serve as a master, to teach you 
what alone you could not guess at : I mean the capri- 
cioiis pronunciation of that language; and perhaps to 
show yon how to distinguish its double vocabulary, the 
one part being German or Saxon, the other Latin. 
Shakspeare uses the former, and Milton also. Pope is 
ezelnsirely Roman ; it is the modem tendency. All 
langnages are gradually approximating, by becoming 
every day more and more latinised. 

Your choice of the book which you are translating- 
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Burpnaes me. Each of Sterne's tboDgiits is almost 
-always aa cqaivocal reticence. It is true that in his 
" Sentimental Journey " this is always decent. " Trift- 
tram Shandy," which I however confess to be one of 
ray favourite books, is to my great r^ret, often very 
coarse. The only excuse for these indecencies is per- 
haps their enormity, which renders the idea which they 
convey scarcely comprehensible. We men ere little 
affected hy these things ; social conventions allow ns 
to adopt manners so different from those imposed upon 
women t We are almost divested of modesty. 

I regret the more, now that I know its subject, the 
loss of your letter written daring the winter of 1629. 
You must begin it over again. In respect of thought, 
J do not know you; — let me become folly acquainted 
with you, and be assured that I shall respect all ]rour 
opinions, however different from my own. Adieu, my 
dear cousin I 



to M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER. PARIS. 

Iile <ff Planet, in the Lake <^ CiuAfflMn 
Avg^^%%h 1831. 

My dear Father, — If you could see me to-day, 
yon would scarcely recognise me. I should perhaps 
appear t« you an indolent Asiatic. Within the last few 
days, the excessive heat has broken down my European 
energy. I have deserted my garden, which is like a 
hot-house, tmd am come upon the lake in search of a 
breath of air. But even here, at the foot of the moan- 
tuns, the same calm prevails in the atmosphere.. I 
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envy India its hot wiods. I bad bronght mkteriah with 
me for working; bat I must first try to lire, which has 
been a very Uboriotu tuk these last few days. Such 
overpowering heats are rare in Caahmeer; they only 
com« when the periodical summer rains entirely &il, 
which bos been the cttse this year. The rirent, from 
which the country derives its aobbistence, have been 
dry for a month past. This is a pablic calamity. The 
people wanted the Mollahs to pray in the mosques for 
tain, bnt the sky was so unpromising that the Mollahs, 
eKpecting but little soccess from these aopplicationa, 
made the Sikh Governor, for a long time, forbid that 
the prayers should be offered up. Yesterday, saeing 
some etonny clouds about the peak of the mountains, 
they had the prohibition removed, and the inhabitants 
of the country hastened from all c^aarters to a village 
which I can see Arom .this place, and who'e they pre> 
serve a hair of Mohammed's beard. If there really be 
pach a thing as Jaith, or true piety, in the world, it is 
among the Mnssulmauns ; bnt the poor wretches will 
aot reap an ear of rice the more for it. The Dervishes, 
who are the least devout of the taithful, should bave 
come to me and consulted my barometer as to the pro- 
bable change of weather. The threatening clouds of 
yesterday dispersed during the night, as 1 had foreseen, 
and with a sort of Christian folly foretold The hot 
weather has returned to the set-&ir of the infernal 
regions. 

The water of the lake is so warm that when I plunge 

' into it, I seem to derive no advantage from the change 

of element. I must remain a considerable time in it 

before I feel any coolness. The only place fit for bathing 
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is very de'ep, and requires the fcculty of swimming. I 
am grown very skilful in tb&t exercise, and can keep it 
up a long time ; neTertheless it is laborious in still 
vater, and when I get into the boat again, my strength 
is scarcely recniited. 

The sun has not spared me : with the exception of 
my hands and &ce, which have long been hardened and 
blackened, my whole body is of the brightest crimson. 
The friction of the lightest clothing is torture to me. 
I have lei^ off my European dress, and avail myself of 
the conventions of Oriental fashions, which are not 
very troublesome. A servant stands near me with a 
hi^ fiin, and, jrom time to time, administers an arti" 
licial tempest, which alone makes me feel that hfe-is an 
agreeable thing. 

Bemier, whose travels 1 think yon have read, speaks 
of this little island, which is a toy of the Mogul Empe- 
perors. It is completely overshadowed by two enormous 
plane trees, th« only ones remaining out of four planted 
fay Shah Jehan. This tells yon how small it is. The 
palace is nothing but a large hall, open to all the winds 
of heaven when it is their good pleasure to blow. The 
arches are supported by columns — in a &ntastic style, 
the spoil of some ancient pagoda. Shahlimar, with 
its fine avenue of poplars, stands opposite. Nichat 
Bagh, with its fine shady groves, appears like a large 
black spot at the foot of the yellow- coloured mountains. 
Opposite to it is Saifkan Bagh, now nothing but a 
forest of gigantic planes. The little mosque, to which 
the devout Mussulmauns of India and Persia flock to 
adore Azrette Boll, literally Am ExceUeney the hair of 
their prophet's beard, shows the gilded pinnacle of its 



LAHORE AKD CASHUUR. 155 

minaret above a groap of the SEtnte kind of treea. In 
the back-gronnd ib the throne of Solomon, who was a 
great traveller according; to the Cashmeerian chronicle. 
The panorama which surronnda me, calls forth a 
crowd of recollections ; — the inhabitants of Cashmeer 
look upon it all their lives and it alleviates their misery. 
I confess that I am atill too much of a European to 
find any charm in it. The figures in an Oriental land- 
scape are picturesque from their costume, but the 
entire system of morals is very prosaic Id the different 
ranks of society, the external form of material exist- 
ence, varies as mnch aa among ns, if not more so ; bnt 
internal life is the same everywhere. There are seldom 
any passions here to give it relief. With the constant 
seclusion of the women, their degradation, their im- 
purity, and their plurality, love is rare, as you may 
easily suppose. Friendship amoog hrothera is scarcely 
less so; the respect due from the younger to the elder, 
checks BO familiar a feeling. Violent hatred seldom 
produces anything bnt degrading crimes; and since the 
introduction of Islamism, I do not believe that the 
morals of the people have ever differed mnch from what 
they are at present. With us morals create institntioDs; 
bnt the Koran is very different trom the Gospel : — it is 
the book of general law. What variations could morals 
nndei^ when modelled upon thie immutable law ? 

I have just made a very extraordinary discovery ; 
I am thirty years of age to-day I The Annuatre du 
Bureau de$ Longitudes informs us that it is probably 
half the journey of life ; yet it aeems as if I were bom 
but yesterday, and these thirty years which have slipped 
sway, appear as but a dream I After all, as nothing is 
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certain but congciooBnegs, all the rest may perhapo be 
nothing but a dream. I do not suppose that the " Real 
Easeaces " will prove the contrary. I keep to this idea 
in the hope that the future will be a reality* and 
evolve with less speed. 

Ware it only to afford you pleasure, I would not 
always remain a bachelor. I subscribe to the perfed: 
wisdom of what ydn wrote to me on the subject in one 
of yonr last letters. Lucilius did not receive more phi- 
losophical advice. But philosophy has Uttle to do with 
the matter ; it is not the sufficient reason of the a^r. 
Matrimony is a lottery which does not admit of moderate 
stakes. I have at least this conviction, that the hap- 
piness or misery of the rest of laj hfe will depend upon 
it, — and I am not naturally a gamester I Shall 1, when 
I return to France, still retain the faculty of losing my 
senses P — and my losing my own senses is not all — it is 
not even half of the miracle to be performed : I shall 
have to inspire another with the same maduess; — and 
what talisman shall I bring back with me from Asia to 
work this charm ? I shaJl return to you tolerably worn 
out for my thirty odd years, without personal attractions, 
or youth in manners or mind : I ask you who would 
notice me ? Certtunly, a man at my age has left: behind 
him more than half his chances of pleasing. Our cus- 
toms do not allow that degree of familiarity amongyoung 
people which alone could make me known and enable 
'me to inspire a deep attachment. In the world, as seen 
by young ladies, what can they perceive either ia the men 
who pass before them, or even in those who are pointed 
out to them P Again, here am I thirty years of age, 
without ever having yet discovered a girl who was not & 
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mere child. I am fraternally, eren paternally, dispoBed 
towards them — in short eyerjthing^ which I ehould not 
be. They have always returned this feeling I The 
foang English lady, whose &te interested you for a 
moment, has written to me since she left India. All 
her letters are quite Glial. At Calcutta she saw me 
ezcloaiTely in her father's company, whilst a number 
of young men, Bome however not bp yonng; as myself 
occasioDally partoolc of the hospitality of her family. 
She has taken me at my word. Have I ^rown young:er 

The surest way to give n real existence to your castles 
in the air, would be to carry off, from Cashraeer, one 
of those beauties said to be so common in Mobam- 
medan bmilies of rank. It wonid be no difficult matter 
to negociate such a thing. But you would find your 
daughter-in-law bo singular an animal in every respect, 
that you would soon make a present of her to the Jardin 
des Plantes, where I admit that she would be much 
more in her place than with you. There is a deeper 
ting'e in the women here, than in the St. Domingo 
half-caetee. You might say that beyond a certain limit 
there could be no coquetry in being brown , — but 
such ie not the opinion in Cashmeer, for the darkest 
blacken one half of their faces and bedaub the other 
with white, red, and yellow. I beg pardon of the fine 
ladies of the West, but this bedaubing ie very becoming : 
it gives the eyes an expression which justifies all the 
good and bad verses of the Arabian and Persian poets, 
upon the eyes of their mistresses. 

A gentle breeze is rising, and the sun is just setting 
beliixid the mountains. Adieu then, my dear iither. 
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for tbia is the honr of my deliverance. I stiall throw 
myself into the water, which will certainly be a very 
poetical act in the enchanted lokeofCashmeer. But when 
will the time come when I can bathe in prose in the 
Seine at Paris ? My escort suffer from the beat a great 
deal more than I do. As they lie on the tnrf at the 
edge of the lake, they look like fish oat of water. They 
curse with all their heart the little strength I hare left. 
As they are no flatterers, my iSikh ofScer will tell me 
that I am no less Secunder-Beg than an A£atoune ; and 
the intelligent Mogul who acts as my secretary and 
cicerone, will exclaim, " God is great," and that I am 
Rnstnm. 

Closed on the l6th of August, as I am monnting my 
horse for my last excursion into Cashmeer. This will 
occupy five and twenty days. I have only time to em- 
brace you and Porphyre. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Camp <n the desert mounfairu mhich divide Cormier 
from Tibet, Avgutt 26tk 1B31. 
The wind blows furiously, my dear Porphyre; and 
it will blow much harder to-morrow on the heights I 
am going to visit. The cold seizes me here by the feet, 
at night, as it did last year in Kanawer, and ke^s me 
awake in bed to philosophise upon the atmospheric 
tides of lofty mountain chains. To-night I was indolgiag 
in other reflections ; I was thinking about the possibility 
of a visit of Little Tibetans, who sometimes come a 
distance of a hundred leagues to plunder a caravan or % 
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paltry villa^, carrying off meB, women, and children. 
However, I am well guarded. The chief of this yaUey , 
which is about twenty leagues long, has left his castle 
to accompany me, and his cavalcade increasea mine con- 
Biderebly. He is a poor deril, nearly elerved to death 
by t he eistortions of the Viceroys of Cashraeer, When 
he is hard pressed, he sometimes rebels, and wb^ war 
Rgftinst Kunjeet Sing, holding out for six months toge- 
ther, with his two hundred matchlocks, against the 
whole Sikh army. I did him the honour of paying him 
a visit, during which 1 condescended to drinli a cnp of 
tea whilst he dined with my cicerone and Mogul &c- 
totum, and the Mussnlmaun commander of my escort of 
lancers. In honour of me, he is turning his country 
topsy-turvy. He has sent his army to campaign in th^ 
forests, and I hope they will bring me some game for 
the Museum. All this courtesy is interested: it is not 
&om pure love of my Platonic and Socratic wisdom ; 
for my friend RdsbouI Mallick hopes through my influ- 
ence with Runjeet to get released from some heavy 
arrears due to the treasury of Lahore — nous verront. 
All the people in this country are not Neal Sings. For 
instance, my friend tbe saint at Casbmeer, Mohammed 
Shah Sahib, being informed of the plan of my excursion, 
sent one of his deputy saints to Rossout Mallick to act 
Bs my quarter-master ; and the good-natured man, who 
does not know how cold it is here sends me water-melons 
to refresh me. A good bottle of wine would be much 
more seasonable. After all, the liquid crystal of the 
fountain is but a stupid drink. I shall need a great 
deal of virtue not to get tipsy, like the English, when I 
UD Kennedy's guest again. Tea comes to Casbmeer by 
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caravkus, acrow Chinese Tutary and Tibet I know 
not why the cararan tea has any reputation with na ; 
h^e it is absolutely destitute of fra^ncB) and is pre- 
pared for driDking, vith milk, butter, «dt, and an 
alkaline salt of a bitter taste. All this produces a muddy 
reddish liquid of extraordinary flavour, execrable accord- 
ing to some, and decidedly agreeable according to others. 
I am of t^e latter opinion. In Kanawer, it is made 
in another way : after the tea is boiled an hour or two, 
the water is thrown away, and the leaves are dressed 
with rancid butter, flour, and minced goats' flesh. This 
makes a detestable ragout, which they call tea. I make 
mine according to the paternal custom ; that is to say, 
hot water and sugar without any milk; and after taking 
it, I stretch myself on my bed. It throws me into a 
perspiration, during which I quickly fill asleep. My 
Casbmeerian courta, which is a very bad conductor of 
caloric, preserves till two or three in the morning that 
with which 1 thus chai^ myself in the evening. This 
courla would be a riddle to yon, if I did not tell you 
that it is B very thick Cashmeerian robe, a present from 
Mahommed Shah Sahib. I have likewise discovered 
that a soft shawl, wrapped round roy head and neck, is 
&r more comfortable than my round English felt hat 
and black silk cravat ; and I allow myself this comfort, 
which cost sme nothing, for I bare a great number of 
shawls. 

If our friends could get M. Altard's silver cross 
changed into a gold one,I believe this distinction would 
make me perfectly happy. I think & reward due to 
those who, at a distance from Europe, have borne the 
name of Frenchmen with honour. I shall write soon W 
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that effect to the proper quarter. His name ia men- 
tioned with respect througboot the whole of British 
India, and in this coantry he gets what is better than 
respect : there is but one voice with regard to hie justice 
and humanity, as well as his wisdom. If we could be 
the instrument of the reward of his services in the 
Punjab, we should thus in some degree acquit the obliga- 
tion which he has imposed upon me. Do you think it 
difficult to convert a knight of the legion of honour 
into an officer of the same order for certain reasons that 
might be adduced*? Adieu, for to-day; I embrace 
you. It is night, and dinner-time. The people at 
Semla are perhaps at this moment drinking my health ; 
for the English take care of their absent friends in that 
way, or rather take care of themselves under the pretence 
of absent friends. Woe to those who, like myself, have 
nothing bnt spring water to return the compliment I 
Adieu again, my dear brother ; I embrace you with all 
my heart. 

Sa/aport, VaSa/ of Cashmetr^ September Irt. 
Here I am returned from the mountains, in every 
respect delighted with my excursion t — no, I must ex- 
cept the stones. It is a devil of a job sometimes to 
distingnish between primary and secondary limestones; 
I have here and there some doubts about them: But I 
have brought some new plants, and, what is of more 
Ganseqnence, two new animals, or at least one ; and this 
latter is a very respectable quadruped, a species of 
marmot. My friend Roasoul MalUck'e sub-brigands, 



,,Ciootjk 



162 A JOUBNEY IH INCIA, TIBET, 

broag'ht me a bear and a species of chamois, tbe latter 
perhaps new ; bat the rog^ues, in spite of my strongest 
injunctions, had so mutilated the animals that I could 
make nothing of them. As I was in a discovering veint 
I found ont a lake here which nobody has spoken ofj 
and which is the lake of l^ces in Casbmeer, being Hit 
only deep one. I am encamped on its strand. I had 
splendid weather when [ wanted it— that is to say, when 
I was in the midst of my excursion at the highest point 
of tbe rivers Hydaspos and Indus, between Cashmeer 
and Tibet. Rossoul Mallick has shown me great kind)- 
neas throughout ; ftnd I have repaid him with good 
advice aboat his eating opium Uke bread, as he does. 
This moming a letter came from the excellent ftf. 
Allard. He annoonces that the interview between Run* 
jeet Sing and Lord William Bentinck will take plac* 
upon the lelt bank of the Sntledge, in a Uttle Sikh 
district under the Rajah's domination. He tells uSe 
likewise that the Rajah has expressed a wish to see me^ 
to converse about the atmosphere, water, and soil of 
Cashmeer, and other things besides. This he states in 
a manner 4hich does not allow me to decline a eeconit 
visit to L^iore'or Umbritsir. He adds that if this cir- 
cuit thwarts my mountain projects, it is also necessary 
for their accomplishment. The country of Koolloo, 
through which I wish to enter the British Himalaya, is 
difficult of access ; it will therefore be useful for me to 
go to court and acquire a fresh stock of influenee, so 
that I may tmvel with facility. '^ Moreover," adds Mt 
Allard, " the Kajah no doubt intends to fill your pockets 
as he has done your strong box." I bare therefore 
just written to the King to tell him that I am now 
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anylog on mj last cam[AigD in the monnUins, wliich 
will be terminated in about twelve da^B, and tbat in ten or. 
twelve more I sball leare this country to appear in hia 
sublime presence, according to his desire. I shall present 
bim witb a map, which I have drawn up from numerous 
bearing taken with the compass, and laid down upon a 
Wge scale, with the names of the places in Persian 
characters, and the mountains in horizontal projection, 
so that lie ma; understand them ; and I trust that my 
second visit to this singular personage will not be less 
agreeabliB than the first, without speaking of purse «>' 
pocket. 

After all, eTer3^hing is for the best in this best of 
possible woilds. With my minerals, plante, beasts and 
fishes, I should not be able to zig-zag along the Hima- 
laya as fiir as the Sutledge. I shall leave these things 
at Jummoo, the capital of my friend Gulab Sing, who 
has just written to me. The road from hence across 
the mountains is tolerably good — 1 mean for pedestrians 
and horses. At Jummoo I shall find my tent, which, 
Uianks to M, Allard, and the Rajah's camels, has been 
sent from Loodfaeeana. At this period the Rajah will 
probably be at Umbritsir, I shall stay at Jummoo six 
or seven days, and shall doubtless not quit Umbritsir 
until the Rajah sets out on his journey to the Sutledge. 
I shall escoi^ my precious baggage so far, and then 
leave the care of its conveyance as far as Loodheeana, to 
M. Allard and the Rajah's camels. Equipping myself 
lightly, I shall again enter the mountains near Mundis 
(Mnndeenugur) where there are some salt-mines which 
I am very desirous of seeing. I shall take care to avoid 
a districit situated between Jummoo and that province 
m2 
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in which vaFit forests of bamboo cause dreadfal fevers 
after the antumn. The lower region of the mountains 
which I wish to visit on leaving Umbritsir, will not be 
too cold in the month of November. On the first of 
December I shall certainly cross the Sutledge. I have 
no time to write to my &ther. I am writing to yoa 
between a basket of grapes as large as those of the Land 
of Promise, and some excellent pears. I am, moreover 
in perfect health. Adieu, my dear' friend ; I embrace 
and lore you with all my heart. My next will, no 
donbt, be either from Lahore or from Umbritsir. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT, THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Ptrgunnah in Cammeradffe, in Ihe mounJatfu a/ CaifHneer, on 
tht hankt o/lht Pohar, Sept. 6th 1831. (/oneanM Jtvm 
SopuT (Sampon) Sept. llth 1831). 

Ml DEAR Father, — A few days since, I wrote to 
Porphyre, on my return from the mountains, through 
which it is necessary to pass in going from this country 
to Ladak ; and if my letter proceeds safely through the 
hands of * * * * (but the list would be too long, so I 
will omit it,) and if on reaching Chandernagore it finds 
a ship ready to sail for France, yon will already know 
when you receive this that I have had every reason to 
be satisfied with the commencement of my last excur- 
sion in Cashmeer. Since then, I have had additional 
zoological good fortune, followed it is true by reverses 
of the same species. Rossoul Mallick, faithful to his 
promise, turned his mountains and glaciers upside down 
to find animals for me, and his Afghan greybeards have 
sevenl times followed me into the plains to bring me in 
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their game, consisting of monstroas bears, and latterly 
of an apparently new species of panther. A journey 
of twenty leagues under the sun in the thirty-fourth 
degree of latitude, unforttinstely rendered this game 
so high that, after inlinite trouble to make something 
of it, I was obliged, not without conaiderable regret, to 
throw it all away. Thna, I have misspent much time 
and money. The cause of this is, first, the distance be- 
tween the different places ; next, the sun ; and lastly, 
the rain, which is taking its revenge for the unusual 
dryness of the summer at the expense of the beauty of 
the autumn. 

From Safapore, where I was encamped when I closed 
my letter to Porpbyre, I went to the extremity of lake 
Vooller or Oijler, at Bondehpore. While I was there, 
dissecting large birds, beasts, and fishes, I was informed 
of the arri?ai in my camp of a vakeel or messenger from 
the King of Little Tibet, also of a neighbouring moun- 
tain chief, at open war with the Gorernor of Cashmeer. 
The former I was told brought my lordship presents 
from the King his master; the latter came only to pay 
his respects; — he bad two hundred monntaineers with 
him, which much displeased me. NevertbeleBS, I put a 
good face upon the matter, and commanded them to 
wait at a distance, until I was ready to grant an audience 
to the vizier from Tibet, and to the Cashmeerian chief. 
Having resumed my European dress, and majestically 
seated myself in my ch^r, under a sort of canopy hastily 
set op, mats were stretched upon the ground, and near 
me a privileged carpet. My people formed a line on 
either side, most of them so ragged that you never saw 
the like in the streets of Paris ; and when I was satisfied 
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with die arrongflment of my conrt, tbe MnsBulmftnA 
officer of mj court went in quest of tha Tibetan Vizier. 
In figure and coBtnme this plenipotentiary vu a common- 
place melo<dramatic brigand. He repaid me all the 
salaams which I fonnerly made, to the Great M(^cd, 
and presented on hia knees the King's letter, written is 
Persian, and filled with rbsta, na'rcissuBee, and batil, is 
perpetual bloom in the garden of hli friendship for me, 
whicb occupied the whole of hie Majesty's heart. Ahmed 
Shah had received my reply to his first ooinmunicBtioii; 
he now wrote to me that, in order to please me, he had 
ordered a general battue throughout his moantaine i and 
that; notwithstanding the sea^n- being eo nn&rourable 
to hunting, forty-two animals had been taken alive, but 
most of them wounded ; but that all had died a few days 
aft^ their capture, with tbe exception of the two which 
he sent me. His letter enumerated the articles which 
he ofiered me under the title of a lehelai or drets of 
honour. This dress, consisteld of three large lumps of 
rock crystal, eight immense sacks of dried fruit, two 
young live antelopes, and a piece of the stuff in which 
his Tibetan Majesty is himself clad, made of the tendet 
hair of this species of antelope. He described his envoy 
as having been for thirty years his Vizier, his confidant, 
and a second himselfi Aga Sheragh Ali Sha * (for I 
Would not refuse this singular diplomatic personage any 
of his titles) was not long in informing me that a confi- 
dential mission had been intrusted to him ; and as he 
saw that I was surrounded by spies, he told me that ha 
wished to consult me about a complaint of the Rajah's; 
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I begged him to state the cose at oDce ; he replied that 
the disease was of a nature to be mentioned only in 
jmntte. This nuncenvre to get rid of all the witneBtet 
lo oor conTers^tioD was not badly imagised. But when 
he cMne to ac^nit himself of hig nuMion, he had eaten 
BO large a qnantitj' of opinm, that he could tell me 
OAtbing, but that his master waf passionately in lore 
with the British (whom he has never seen, and who are 
at a distance of three hundred leagues irom his paltry 
dominions), ani that he wai their most obedient aerrnnt, 
his country theirs, and so forth. 1 replied that I felt a 
ftrong inclination for Ahmed Shah, and that with all 
the ttilips, QtrcisBQses, and banches of roses in the 
world, I was his oaalterable friend. 

Two men of the Ambassador's suite had been froxea 
to death during the journey; another had his arm 
broken ; and a hotee had iallen down a precipice. But 
Sheragh Ali Shah felt so much reriTiBed by the sun- 
•hine of my presence ss to have no doubt that had he 
bat brought his dead with him, I ^ottld bare nused 
them. In inct be gave me local character to my heart's 
content. 

Tile Casbmeerian chieftain was next introdnced. He 
was a man about my own age, very handsome, and with 
» very mild though haughty countenance. I should 
have loved him with all my heart, but for the two 
hundred vagabonds by whom he was attended. How- 
ever, in spite of this appendage to his person,. ha 
pleased me much. From motives of pntdenee, I soon 
let him know my kind intentions towards him. I told 
him that I was a friend of the oppressed and a promoter 
of peace ; that I deplored the state of war and perpe- 
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tual uoeasinera in which he lived ; and that if be would 
promise henceforth to remain at peace, I would beg; 
Bunjeet Sing to liberate his wife and bis daughter, wha 
were captives at Cashmeer. He stated his misfortunes 
to me in full; they affected me much, and I certainly 
will keep my word when I see Runjeet Sing again. 
But I aiu convinced that the best way for him to have 
obtained the freedomof bis wife and daughter, would hare 
been to have carried me prisoner into the moantuns. 
1 considei it an act of very great kindness on bis part 
that he left me to be the uncertain instrument of their 
freedom, instead of making me the assured pledge of it, 
as he might have done. My design at first was to 
have visited his mountains, but I judged it imprudent 
to prolong the proof of his justice ; and I yesterday 
determined upon continuing my journey round the lake, 
without entering the valleys which extend to it from 
the monnt-ains. Dellavur Mallick (that is my new 
friend's name) accompanied me to the bank of a wide 
torrent which forma the boundary of his contested 
dominions. In my anxiety for his safely, I should 
not have allowed him to come further, and was about 
to prohibit his doing so, when be dismounted to take 
leave of me. He told me, smiling, that there were no 
guDB truer, nor of longer range, than those of two 
mountaineers who always marched by his side ; nor was 
there a sharper sword or swifter horse than his own. I 
shall never forget his countenance : it was so hand- 
some, good, and picturesque. Walter Scott conld not 
imagine any thing better. 

As for Aga Sheragh All Shah, be is not at all like a 
hero of romance ; but he is an adventurer, whose stories 
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«onld be amusing, if the fumes of opium did not obscure 
them 8o much. He is a native of Bombay, no doubt 
of Far&ee descent; for he is a Sheeah in reli^on, has 
a white skin aad is of low extraction. My Indian 
Bervantshavefoundoutthat he was formerly of their own 
condition. After having changed his many times, and 
travelled from Persia to China, he was retained in Little 
Tibet by the present Rajah, who has actually made him 
his fevourite and minister. He is well known at Cash- 
nieer as the principal personage in that country, and 
moreover as a very good man, but too much of a busy* 
body. The individnal first seat by Ahmed Shah, came 
back with Sheragh Ali, whose head servant he is. This 
man is infinitely better adapted for diplomatic craft than 
hia master, and I think the Rajah only sent his incom- 
parable .Aga Sheragh Ali Shah, to do me honour and 
add more lustre to his mission ; and that Nassim Kban, 
the servant, will come end make his report when he 
perceives me alone ; for this morning, as he was walk- 
ing near my house, he showed me in the scabbard of his 
sword a small comer of a letter, folded after the &shion 
of Ahmed ijhah's diplomatic despatches. 

It is impossible for me to comprehend what these 
people want with the British, whose agent they evi- 
dently persist in considering me. Ahmed Shah is 
unique in his way — a pattern, though not a citizen 
King, He is very much beloved by his subjects, and 
dreaded by his neighbours. He freed himself some 
years ago from a kind of tribute (almost nominal it is 
tme) which Little Tibet used to pay to China, His 
poverty, and the horrible mountains which divide his 
country from Cashmeer, secure him completely from 
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the ambition of Runjeet Sin;. After mil, in ^ite of 
nj dipl«mttic ^nias, I cannot make on t what be 
wants I Meanwbile, tbe individnalg composing his 
«mbaBS7 g»Uop or ran among my suite, and bave alreadj 
iMrnt to gather plants and collect insects. But whether 
the secret mission of the embaaey is fulfilled or not^ 
when the horseman arrires from Caahmeer, whither I 
have sent bim for three hundred mpees, the MiM'ttM 
torch of the Little Tibetan empire will receive his 
present and dismissal at tbe same time. I have already 
replied to Ahmed Shah, repaying him ^th interest, in, 
his own coin, and with all tbe dowers in bis garden of 
friendship. I am now going to write to Runjeet Sing 
to inform bim of all ; because, if he gets into an ill- 
hamour with Ahmed Shab, be has absolutely no meass 
«f injuring bim. I shall not, either, conceal anything 
from Lord William Bentinck, because I am convinced 
that the political character ridicnlonsly assumed by Mr. 
Moorcroft in these regions, where be secretly gave out 
tfaat be was tbe precursor of British conquest, has been 
loudly and sincerely disavowed by the British Govern- 
ment. Ahmed Shab, who reigns after the devil's own 
bshion, knows nothing of this denial. Therecan beno 
doubt that Mr. Moorcroft made direct overtures to him, 
and now he persists in believing me an Englishman, and 
that, like Mr. Moorcroft, I have other olgecls of cnrio- 
sity besides tbe minerals and animals of his country. 
Mr. Moorcroft's conduct was highly reprehensible : he 
brought a slur upon British honour among the Asiatics.- 
For my own part, as I am perfectly innocent of 
Ahmed Shah's mistake, and as I at first did all L 
could to clear it up, I am easily consoled for his not 
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*nhiiig to be nndeceiredt aiace withont it he woald not 
huv« acted «s my took^nl auxiliary. His Inmps of 
cryetal hare no Rdtntifio ralne ; but in CaahmeeT) tbej' 
nuke TMea of it very inuoh esteemed in the Enat, and 
I hope to take coffee with you out of hla Little Tibetan 
Majeaty'a cnpa. I km baring an immense dreiging- 
go«m made of hia royal gtuff, which poaaesses a softneaa 
Teiy soperior to that of the Cashmeer ahawl. In this 
I shall do honour to Ahmed Shah'a munificence, and in 
it yon will talk excelleut metapfayaioa in winter, — for I 
intend it fot yon on my retnrn. I aball hare one left, 
leas admirably beanti&l, but such as no natural or moral 
philoeopher ever wore : it Ja a present from my Aiend 
M«^amnled Shah, the saint of Cashmeer. I regret 
that I cannot keep for you one of the sacks of dried 
apricots from Ahmed Shah's garden. It is a pity to see 
them devoured fay my people, whose jaws are little uaed 
to sncb artidei. They are exquisite. All this will 
coat me twenty-five louis for an obligato present to the 
Ambaaaador; but I ahsU not r^ret them if my two 
animals, which are very young, lire long enough clearly 
to show the character of their apeciea. After all, I have 
hitherto been playing upon relret, for I hare more than 
a hundred lonis lefi out of Rnnjeet Sing's rupees. 

It woidd be absolntely impossible for a European 
with my pursuits t* trarel in this country under any 
bthev conditions than tboae with which I entered it. 
I remember certain advice kindly given to me by people 
who had Been a little comer of the East* Nothing was 
easier, according to tbein, than to cross the whole of 
Asia with heavy baggage. They talked about caravans 
of merchants, and inch things — bnt it ie all jpnre fudged 
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Merchants, it is true, go almost eveij where: from 
Cashmeer to Teheran, and even to Mashed, thej' go 
through Lahore, Delhi, Bombay, Bushir, Shiraz, &c. &l'.» 
without passing through Cabulistan, and for a very good 
reason. The petty eastern despots use a sort of discre- 
tion in robbing these merchants, because they shall see 
them again. If some of the profits of their trading are 
left to them, they become to the chiefs through whose 
territories they pass, like the miser's goose thut laid 
golden eggs ; and few are fools enough to kill it. But 
he who passes without intending to return, is stripped 
to his last rag ; and European travellers of course can 
claim no exclusive privileges- They have but two alter- 
natives : either to travel as beggars, like M. Alexander 
Csoma de Koros, in the dress of the country they are 
traversing, or else to be attended by a respectable forcei 
or to obtain the credit of having one when they cannot in 
reality obtain it. Now, I started on horseback front 
CalcutU in the evening of the SOth of November 1829, 
without the slightest immediate protection ; at Huogly, 
two stages forward, I obtained a sort of janissary, 
whose place was supplied at Burdwan by a corporal and 
four men. I was quite a snow-ball till I arrived on the 
banks of the Sutledge with a Serjeant and twelve men, 
where I foaud fifty in readiness to receive me. Although, 
since that time, I have always bad nearly the same 
number, it has sometimes been too little, and would 
have been so everywhere but for the long arms of 
the powers whose friend I am believed to be. There' 
has been, however, more luck than address in my 
ambulating fortunes. For instance, had not chance 
brought to my camp at the same time, a few days ago, 
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both the King of Little Tibet's envoy and the mountain 
chief of whom I hare spoken, tha latter wonld proba- 
bly have either plundered or carried me off priaoner. 
But ia throwing off the yoke of Caehmeer, he has 
become the vassal of Ahmed Shah : he could not there- 
fore venture to injure me hefore the face of that 
Prince's minister. To go further back, — the excellent 
M. Aliard, hearing of me, sent me offers of service all 
the way from Lahore to the frontiers of China. With- 
out him I should never have come hither, although 
irithout Lord William it would have been equally 
impossible. My success required a connected series of 
acts of kindness ; and one of them was produced by 
mere chance. 

Justice in one who has power to be unjust, is a 
miracle in these regionsj — at first it ia a riddle to the 
inhabitants, but they are not long in solving and appre- 
ciating it. Throughout the whole viceroyalty of Cash- 
meer, there is no tribunal to settle private disputes upon 
a basis of equity. For a month past, people have come, 
and from a distance too, to heg me to be their arbi- 
trator. They talk of my adautlitt (justice), which 
pleases me infinitely. With respect to wisdom, you 
must know that I have had promotion ; Runjeet now 
calls me Arittotilet, in addition to my old titles of 
AHatoon and Bocrat (Socrates). 

Mj health has been perfect for the last two months. 
I am still as thin as ever, but am more hardy and tough. 
As a proof of strength, I can tell you that I have several 
times swam an hour and half in still water, without 
resting, and without fetigue. I think I could keep up 
this exercise during four or five hours. This is a great 
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deml more tliitn Leuid«r did. I do not yet know how 
to set about breaking: &^o hundred heads with an ass'v 
jan-bone ; but the secret of my strength is the same as 
Samson's. Who would here cut the fatal lock from my 
head? I should Uke to see a chorus of Caehmeerian 
women dwelling in the coantry, make their entrance 
on the stage of one of our theatres, before lofera of 
Exotics. Night is coming on, and my servant has put 
in his clum for half of my table (which is very small) 
to place my frugal dinner upon. Adieu, then — while 
writing bo bmiliarly to you about such trifles, I seem 
only to be separated Irom you by the bridges ; and this 
is a delightful illusion which gives all the serenity of 
mind necessary for serious occupation. Adieu, onc« 
more, adieu I 

Saramoola, Sth in normxg. 

Autumn is come with its chilly nights and cold 
mornings. It is the same as ours in favourable seasons, 
except the sun, which, in the middle of the day, is. 
much hotter, and still nearly vertical. Yesterday even- 
ing, I dismissed the Vizier, who is gone back to Little. 
Tibet with all his suite. Immediately after his departura 
I wrote a long letter to Runjeet Sing, giving him an, 
account of the circumstance. I think my letter will 
amuse him ; at all events, I am sure that at least 4 
portion of its contents -will be very much to his taste. 

I had forgotten until now to acknowledge the receipt 
of young Robinet's note. I received it at the source 
of the Hydaspes seven weeks ago. It has given me a 
very high opinion of the young man. But what is to 
be done with him here? I could not however be a bit 
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more useful to him at Cftlcutta. 1 know few belcmgiBg; 
to the commerciftl circles of that great city : being, 
Btrictly speaking, acqaaioted only with Mr. James 
Calder, a rich Scotch meTchaot devoted to the sciencet. 
The commercial houses of tbe others are conHtitated 
like bU. The clerks in them destined to rise are 
nephews or coosins sent for from Europe when Terj 
f oQDg, that is to say, at sixteen or eighteen. The 
others are native Hindoos or Portuguese, a mixed breed 
between the old Portuguese conquerors and the Indians. 
AU children bom in India of Europeans in easy circum- 
staoces are sent, at six or seven years of age, to England 
for education. There is only one French house at Cal- 
cntta, that of M. Bonaffi£ ; and this the Enghsh look 
upon as nothing, it being of very small importance. I 
know no example of a Frenchman having made a fortune 
in Indiu by the means intended to be pursued by M. 
Robinet. A certain number have come to Calcutta 
with a small venture in goods, and perhaps with some 
honesty. After having been ruined by bsnkmptcy, 
robbery, or a law-suit, they are detained in India by the 
impossibility of paying for their passage to Eun^. 
Tbejr live upon the profits of a small clandestine and 
fraudulent brokerage. I know of their existence onljr 
from their names appearing in the police reports, which 
are inserted in the newspapers. I should there&re 
advise the young gentleman not to think Mty more of 
this country. Having been ccmsulted from Calcutta hy 
a young French physician, recommended to me by M. 
Victor de Tracy, concerning his chances of success were 
he to practise in that city, I immediately replied from 
Bemares, ^ere I then was, tl^tt the best thing be could 
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do was to leave Calcstta as soon as poBstble. Tell IVT. 
Hobinet, moreoTer, that what I have seen in other 
foreign countries of our countrynaen, who go thither to 
make fortunes, has coDviaced me that the great majority 
of them are very unfortunate at New York ; and that it 
is the same thing at Rio Janeiro and Bourbon. I advise 
him to prefer the mediocrity of his present condition 
to the very improbable chance of a better fortune at a 
distance from his native country. 

Sampore fn Caskmeer, Sept. lOlA. 
Yesterday evening, I received an express from the 
King, with a direct request to repair to him. I might 
have required pressing, but that would not have looked 
well ; and, although I am annoyed at leaving Cashmeer 
a fortnight sooner than I had at first determined upon, 
I have informed hia Sikh Majesty that in ten days Ishiill 
resume my route towards the Punjab. I shall have to 
travel rapidly to join Runjeet Sing at Umbritsir, before 
he leaves it for Ropur. Look for this village on the 
left bank of the Sutledge, at the foot of the mountains 
near fielaspore. It is the place fixed upon for the inter- 
view between the Rajah and the Governor-general, 
which will take place, with the greatest possible pomp, 
on the 2oth of October. Wade and Kennedy ask me 
if I shall be present there. Certainly not- A poor 
devil of an Ajlatoung, a Bocrat, an Arutoteli*, like 
me, would be stifled by the clouds of duet raised by the 
contact of two such great personages. Then this 
eastern magnificence is, after all, nothing but a display 
of rich dresses, where a man is reckoned good .for 
nothing but to set off drapery, or to button splendid co»- 
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tumes upon. I shall therefore leave the Rajah's cirart, 
and re-enter the mountains near Koolloo, in order to 
visit the iron and ealt mines at Mondi ; and shall thus, 
'on my return to Semla, hare an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with your favonrite Belaspore. Lord 
William renewB, through Kennedy, all kinds of offers 
of services to facilitate my progress in my next cam- 
^gn, whichever way it tend. I shall go irom hence 
to UmbritBir, through the pass of Pyr, yik Punjal, Rad- 
^onri, and Jummoo, where I shall again see the Rajah 
Gnlab Sing, who received me so well at Pin Dadeu 
Khan in the month of April last, I am perfectly well, 
bnt over head and ears in hnsiness, and can write to 
nobody to-day. Adien, my dear &ther; I embrace yoQ 
and Porphyre with all my heart. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDEB, PARIS. 

Hiatam (Juamao in the EngHth mapa,) October 3rd 1831. 

My dear Father, — I have at length quitted the 
mountains. I left Cashmeer on the 19th of September. 
The stupid Sikh at present in poBsessibn of the privilege 
•of plundering that unhappy country (on pain no donbt 
of dJBgorging into Runjeet Sing's treasury at the end 
-of his government) came the day before, to pay his 
visit of leave. He brought me, on the part of the king, 
a kbelat, ordresB of honour, of the value of fiflieen hun- 
dred rupees (four thousand francs). After bis visit) I 
went to pay one to my neighbour Mohammed Shah 
Sahib, whose birth, reputation for wisdom, and sanctity, 
allowed me to. do him that honour without derogating. 

VOi.. II. N 
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There k do sort of attention which I did not receive 
from this excellent mui. On lenring him, I was almost 
obliged to get into a passion with him, in order to make 
him keep a horse uid some porcelain vases which h« 
wished to make me accept. I wonld take nothing bnt 
a very plain though handsome cup, out of which I shall 
have great pleasure in drinking coffee some day at 
Paris. There are good people everywhere, and it is my 
lack to meet with them at every place where I make 
any stay. It will be delightful to me to call them to 
mind hereafter. 

Althongh I had fixed the day of my departure a week 
before band. Sheik Bodder Bochs, my Mefamandar, 
was not ready. ThoDgh this man is no worse than the 
other Sikh o£Bcers, I hate him mote, because, from the 
time he has been with me, I am better acquainted with 
him. He bought six women at Cashmeer, three of 
whom he married before the Molloh. It was the diffi- 
culty of conveying these (mt ones beyond the mountains 
which detained him in the dty. He asked me for a 
day's respite — I was inexorable ; and on the 19th, as I 
had at first determined, I mounted my horse at day-break, 
and took the road to the South. My caravan was much 
more numerous than on my arrivaL Sixty soldiers 
formed my escort; fifty mountaineer carriers bore my 
baggage, and a few captive animals were led in the 
rear. A confidential officer of my friend Mohammed 
Shah rode behind me ; the Mogul, who had served as 
my secretary and cicerone during my stay, accompanied 
me also. Thedaybefore, I made hiro a present of five and 
twenty lonis, the well-earned reward of his good services. 
The poor fellow, to whom justice was quite a novelty, 

r:„i- :i-,XiOOtjk 
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uid who, I think, wu sincerely Bttrcbed to me, would 
have followed me anywhere. He hopes, and with some 
degree of probability, that if I present and recommend 
him to Runjeet Sing, I shall make his fortune. Boddet 
Bochs having assnred me he would join my camp at the 
second stage, 1 left with him, from foi^etfnloess, all 
Rnnjeet Sing's firmans. Bnt he has not appeared either 
at the second or the third night's bivDoaCj and I doubt 
whether I shall set eyes on him before I reach Umbrit* 
sir. There was perhaps a degree of rashness on my part 
in throwing myself headlong into the moontuns without 
a Mehmandar ; but I thought that, should obstacles arise, 
I might show Runjeet Sing's last letter, in which he 
presses me to go to him. This ensurer of respect, how- 
ever, remained quite useless in my secretary's pocket. 
It has turned cot that some pervanabs or firmans, 
addressed bymyself in my own name to the cbie& through 
whose territories I was to pass, have obtained for me the 
reception I desired. The Rajah of Radjonri, who is 
bed-ridden with a painful disorder, sent his eldest son to 
meet me ; this young man brought me an apology from 
his father, who was unable to come himself! The Ri^ah 
lodged me in the most picturesque turret of his castle. 
As a sole exception, this Rajah enjoys the reputation of 
being just and learned. I paid him a visit without cere- 
mony, and remained more than an hour sitting on his 
bed near him, talking to and comforting him. I could 
do no better, for I had no remedies to give bim, nor did 
I know of any to prescrU>e. 

I had at first resolved to descend from Radjouri to 

Jnmmoo straight across the mountains ; bnt the Rajah 

gave me such a frightful account of the difficulties and 

M 2 
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inaecnrity of this route, that I changed vaj mind and 
came to Bimbur, where I have again entered the plains 
of the Punjab. Bat 1 had already foond its climate tA 
Radjonri, tmd eren at Tunna, whither I had descended 
in a day and a balfs march from the summit of Pyr 
Pendjal. This rapid and immense change of climate 
has not even affected my skin; but it has produced a 
fatal effect upon several of my people. One of my horse-; 
men caught, at Radjouri, the terrible fever of the lower 
mountains, which almost idways kills, after exhausting. its 
victim for a year or two by continued suffering. My ante- 
lopes Avm Little Tibet died of the heat at Bimbur. That 
I might not follow their example, 1 left off my flannel, and 
I find that it is comparatively very pleasant to perspire 
in cotton clothes. It is very odd that this Indian heat 
(for the Punjab is India,) which every one calls so ener> 
vating, does not oppress me in the least. It &res jay. 
skin a little, aS'it wonld the skin of any one ebe ; but I 
feel as cool within, and as vigorous as on the Cash* 
meerian mountains, if not more so. In order to reach 
this place from Bimbur in three stages, I was obliged to 
be on horseback fourteen or fifteen hours a day ; and 
besides this, 1 kept watch during the night, for it .would 
not have been safe to sleep. The tribes at the foot of 
the mountains in these districts could never be reduced 
by Kunjeet Sing. They frequently pour down into the 
plains, in very numerons hands, imitating the exploits of 
Walter Scott's Scotch Highlanders, and Fauriel's Kleph ts, 
sparing only their more immediate neighbours, who, I 
think, go halves with them. I was fearful of being 
betrayed by the latter. Had 1 known beforehand the 
risks of this route, I should certainly have taken another i 
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for nothing is more silly for a man of my professioa, 
than to get b g;an-Rhot wonnd in a nig^bt Bkirmiah, and 
thns end his days like b dog, without the smallest flower 
being thrown upon hia gnve. Yesterday, by crossing 
the Chinab, I left that danger in my rear, I expected 
to find the Rajah Gnlab Slog here, baring written to 
him to announce my approaching arrival. On reaching 
this place, I was therefore a Uttle disappointed at learn- 
ing that the Rajah had left his capital two days before, 
and was encamped at a distance of ten coss on the 
Umbritair road. However, as he was to lend me a large 
tent, and camels, I persisted in coming hither. Gulah 
Sing is better obeyed at a distance than Ronjeet Sing. 
Uia Vizier received me as his master's friend. All that 
I can desire comes to me, as it were by enchantment. 
Plenty is in my camp; soldiers, serranta, mountain car- 
ners — are all lodged and fed at the Rajah's expense. The 
poor fellows had good need to pass through this land of 
plenty after the privations and fatignes they have endured 
since we left Casbmeer. The Rajah's eldest son, who 
remained here to receive me in his father absence, 
wished to come and see me last night on my arrival. He 
is a boy of fifteen, a favourite of Runjeet Sing's. I 
admitted him only to-day. He interested me by his 
charming conntenance and his modesty. At this age, 
when children are opening into manhood, and the chance 
of what they will become is on the point of being 
decided, they always interest me extremely. I there- 
fore promised little Gulab Sing to remain here over 
to-morrow, in order to spend the morning with biro on 
an elephant's back, in visiting the environs of Jnmmoo, 
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and preaching moialitj to Urn without hie perceiThtg H. 
The ivy after to-morrow, on the road to Umbritsir I 
Bball repay to the fether the visit I received from the 
son. Gulab Sing, who expected me by the direct road 
jrom Radjotiri, sent one of hie Viziers with a palanqnin 
and bearers, and a small army to meet me. The yonng. 
Rajah presented me with a parse of three bnndred wad 
fifty rupees. Eig'bt months ago I should have thought 
this proceeding very brutal. Being now well acquainted 
with the manners of the country, I should on the con- 
trary have been offended if be bad come empty-handed, 
as also if he had not left bis shoes at the door of my 
tent. I am become quite insensible to the pleasure of 
winning in the lottery of Punjab politeness, because 
money on this side of the Sutledge goes as fast as it 
comes, — perhaps still faster. 

Yesterday I made a duplicate of my map of Cash.> 
meer, on which I write all the names in Persian. This 
is the present I intend for Rnnjeet Sing. 

As I was descending the Pyr Penpal, I received an 
express from Rnnjeet, who brought me, with a letter 
from the King, a packet from Semla, containing one 
from Lord William Bentinck, in reply to the thanks I 
bad expressed to him for the reception which bis power-, 
ful recommendation had obtained for me from Rnnjeet.- 
Lord William wishes to leave all the merit of my sue- 
cess to myself. 

I transcribe bis letter instead of sending it yon, 
because his writing is rather illegible, and, being in 
English, I think yon are not familiar enough with that 
language to be able to make it out. 
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" Semia, Sept. 5lh 1831. 
"My dear Sir, — I hara not acknowledifeil the receipt 
of your last letter, for which I beg: tv apologise. It 
gives me great pleasnie to find that your accneil by 
Rnnjeet Sing has been satis&ctory. It mnst be mainly 
doe to your own address. Yon have the tingvlar merit 
of having at <mce (veni, vidi, vici) conqaered the dis- 
tnist of that most wary politician. Yon most have 
suffered great iatigue and privation in the course of your 
present expedition. The thanks and applause of the 
scientific world will ba your best reward. — I was in 
hopes Captain Kennedy bad sent you our last intelU- 
g«DCe from Europe, bnt I find that he made you but a. 
P«'tial report. I send yon therefore a copy of what has 
'WW received fiotn Bombay. I have also seen a letter 
&om a iriend of mine, but not addressed to me, who 
"& Paris the second week in April. — He gives a 
nroorable account of the stability of tbin^ in France, 
of which my correspondent remarks a lees favourable 
<»pinion generally prevailed in England. We expect 
^'y a ship which was to leave England on the 11th 
of May. 

" We have also still to come the Cireatttan, that left 
England in the beginning of April, and which contains 
the missing French papers, which shall be fiinArded to 
yon as soon as received. — Lady William desiree m« to 
?Rseiit her kind remembrances to you. I shall always 
be happy to afford you every tsustance in my power. 
*' I remain with much respect and esteem, 

" Dear Sir, your fiuthfnl servant, 

" W. C. Bentincjc." 
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Lord William sant with this letter a maanscript copy 
of a Russian newapapei^, which came by way of Persia, 
informing U8 of the great news of the dissolntion of the 
British Parliament, and the flata quo of the armed' 
peace of Europe. Is it not strange that I shonU be 
better informed about European affairs, though alono 
in the midst of the mountains of Cashmeer, than the 
inhabitants of Calcutta on the same day ? However,' 
the politics of Europe have for some time interested 
me less — they hang fire too long. 

This evening I delivered a decision, which has 
gained me the reputation of a Suliman, (Solomon,) 
at Jummoo. My secretary come to complain that one 
of the soldiers of the escort had stolen his shawl. I; 
did wjiat the meanest scribe in India or the Punjab 
never condescends to do in such a case ; I went to the 
spot, thirty paces from my tent ; there I interrogated 
the witnesses and the defendant, and was easily! con-' 
vinced of the latter's guilt. The commander inime-' 
diately inquired if it was my pleasure that he should be. 
hanged, or have his nose and ears cut off. I gave orders 
that to-morrow, during my absence, before all my as' 
eembled troop, a man of the lowest caste should break in. 
pieces the prisoner's sword and gun, and inBict upon him a 
hundred blows with a stick. After this my servant wilT 
give hidl a month's pay, in order that he may leave tbe 
country, from which he will be ignominiously driven.- 
I am afraid the rascal will immediately purchase a sword 
with the five mpees he will receive after his punish- 
ment, and turn h^h way-robber ; but if he does, Gulab 
Sing's police has a guod chance 6f catching him before 
long, and my responsibility ends there. There are no 
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{iriaons in this country ; I AM suggest ta Gnl&b Sing 
the idea of eetabliBhing lome in his domiaiona, and 
snlwtituting forced labour for the crnel mutilatioDB so 
inquentlf inflicted by Eastern justice. Good night* 
my dear &ther. The remaindei at Umbritair. 

Jwnmoo, 4th, evenu^. 

This is to thank you, my dear lather, for your excel* 
lent and charming letter of last February, No. 24, which 
1 messenger from M. Allard has just brought me, to- 
gether with one from Porpbyre, a packet of very recent 
Calcutta papers, and a letter from my banker, who has 
KcoTed authority from MM. Delessert and Delarochei 
to increase my annnal credit six thousand franca for 
fiu year, and three thousand for 1830— thus making 
ui iQcrease of nine thousand france for this year, and 
extending it to twelve thousand for 1832 and 1833. 
Inns I have for the present year the fifteen thooeond 
friwcs I wished. 

You( No. 23 is still wanting, which makes some pas- 
t*geg in your No. 34 obscnre. I trust that my letters 
^ Upper Kanawer, and from the Spiti or Tibet, 
reached yon a short time after those from Semla and 
Chini; and that the continuation of my correspon- 
ieace up to thia day has confirmed your faith in my 
E^ luck. Finding me so near Leh or Ladak — for it is 
^ 6ne on the map^yon expressed a wish that I should 
extend my expedition thither. You have been a little 
disappointed thus in seeing me return to the high valley 
*" tile Spiti without having been there; but you would 
"'■^« pitied me for the cold and hunger I should have 
W to suffer, if I had persisted in going to Ladak — not 
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to speak of obstides of a different description. Pinker- 
ton, wbom joa were going to read under the hea^ 
" Cbinese Tartary and Tibet," has no doubt given yon 
an ideaof the Lamas (pronounce the word fomffimmmmay 
and terrible Tartars, very differmt from reality. Yoti 
Beemed to regret mncb that I coold not see Casbmeer. 
I hope I bare acted like a dutiful son I — have I not ? 
If yon had known all the difficulties of that expedition, 
yoa woald never have thought of my undertaking it, 
' and would have believed it absolutely impracticable. 
Mftny of my English friends, well able to estimate these 
difiicnlties, Kennedy for instance, when he knew that I 
was at Lahore, still did not believe that I should succeed 
in getting to Cashmeer. I do not know the modem 
traveller of whom yon speak, who has giveo the Cash- 
meeriuis so bad a character. Fonter is the only one 
who has visited Cashmeer since Bemier; he was there 
fifty years before-me, but in disguise ; and no one before 
I went thither wore the dress or bore, the character ot 
a European. Cashmeer is nevertheless very near to 
British India, two hundred leagues distant at most, and 
its celebrity has constiintly excited the ambition of 
British travellers. I am fo^ttini; Mr. Moorcroft, who 
died miserably a short time after he left it. 

I laughed a great deal at your conjectures about the 
means I should be obliged to employ to raise the money 
necessary for my last year's campaign. The Great 
Mt^ul is not so great as you imagine. He does not 
tie a trinket worth a thousand crowns to any one's bat. 
Being reduced to the condition of a species of stage 
King, be takes care to dress in mere stage trumpery 
those whom he bonours with a khelat. Bat Rnnjeet 
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Sing does things in 'a different mumer. I km trnlj 
uhuned of the enormoDs bsle of Coshmeer gbawla with 
which my hoggagt hu been increased during the last 
Bcren months ; thongh if tny money sbonld happen to 
nio thort daring the remainder of my jonmey, they 
vovld prove an important resource. I really do not 
fct know whnt 1 ahall do with them, I abonld like to 
be able to take them with me to Europe, with my ani- 
Bult, plants and minerals; they wonld serre u pre' 
Knts which I shonld like to make to the wires of my 
friends. Bat how coold I get them through the cus- 
tmo-boose? 

My letters last winter expressed the enthusiasm with 
which the MToIution inspired me, and the bitter regret 
I bare sometimes felt at having been so &r from Franca 
St that memorable period. Since then my opinion con- 
inning those great events has much changed. It b'as 
been modified, like your own, in proportion as I saw so 
xuny base, absurd) and disgracefbl consequences proceed 
ftom so noble a principle. I perceiTo that many indi* 
^nsk talk in the tribune, of the events of the great 
*wk, IS being their handy-work, as if they had fired a 
oinsket in the streets with the working mechanics) and. 
H if it was not by the muskets of these mechanics alone 
tbst the revolution was achieved. The hostile tone of 
■U parties in the chamber is a deplorable error. Shall I 
t*ll yon, my dear &ther, that I sometimes regret not 
being- a deputy P I know not whether I am strangely 
deceiring myself ; bnt it appears to me that an honest 
n&D would not speak in vain, who undertook the part 
of mediator, withoat art or craft, by simply showing his 
pief at these. Utter dissensions between men so long 
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nnited, and pcunting out the m&fortnneB with which 
they threaten the 001111117. "^^^ artifices of logpic in 
what is termed the eloquence of the tribnne, are too far- 
fetched: thejr almost alwaTB wound the self-love of thone 
against whom they are exercised. Too great pains are 
taken to convince, and not sufficient to persnade. Some 
aim at oratorical display ; I wish they would aim at 
touching the feeling This is what I should try to do, 
if I were a depnty at the present juncture. Can what 
is easy in a t&e'd'tHe, or in a small company, be so very 
difficult in a numerous assembly ? Mistakes and differ- 
ences may arise between honourable men ; hot they must 
be very blind, and their advisers very bad, if these 
quarrels are not soon tenninated by a sinceie recondli-- 
ation, and the mutual friendship and esteem of the 
parties rendered firmer than ever. All parties have 
wrongs to complain of from one another, and these 
wrongs are daily aggravated by the deplorable obstinacy 
with which each confines himself to his own peculiar 
views. Kather than b« the impotent witness of theea 
fetal dissensions in our own country, I prefer being at 
the extremity of Asia, removed from them by space 
and thought. - 

On my return to British India, it shall be my first 
care to write a long letter to the Jardin des FlanteSt 
concerning the results of my expedition to Cashmeer. 
I never had less leisure than since I crossed the Sntledge. 
I have necessarily bad a multitude of relations with the 
people of the country throi^b which I passed, sUch as 
no other European traveller could, even if he wished it, 
hare any opportunity of forming with those of British 
India. This has been the occasion of many hours stolen 
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froBi m^ work. Sometimes I bad measures of safety 
to take; sometimes visits to receive and attentions to 
Bhoir. I cannot pass silently and incognitoi Yesterday, 
for instance, I could not excuse myself from losing a 
conple of hours with the young Rajah in visiting the 
neighbourhood of his capital. Had I been on borge- 
back alone, 1 could hare made the survey in less than 
an boor. To-day I am encamped near his lather, Gulah 
Sing. While I was peaceably jc^ging along the plain, 
on my way hither from Jummoo (nine coss) looking 
through my spectacles at every plant vrithin my reach, 
which I held close to my nose in order to discover the 
sew ones, one of Gulab Sing's ofBcers came to meet and 
compliment me in his master's name. I am resting a 
little, waiting for my breakfiut. It is past noon, and I 
have been six hours on horse back. Then comes the 
ceremony of the moulakat or visit of the Rajah, who 
will condescend to come first. I shall have to retnra 
Ms visit. If he leaves me late, it will be almost impos- 
sible to do BO to-day. In India it is quite a different 
thing. Many a British ofGcer has served fifteen years 
in India, and travelled all over the Peninsnla, without 
having hod any iaterconrse with the people of the 
country, except such of them as are his attendants. 
Such a line of conduct, which is exceedingly common 
in the European community inhabiting and governing 
India, would be highly improper to effect that which 
I am on the point of doing; I mean making my way in 
a country where all is not open before me. My caravan 
has now re-entered India, and marching silently along 
the roads, will have all the appearance of a funeral, in 
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which I shkll act the corpw ; and 1 shall cwtainly find 
the change very agreeable. 

A-pTopoa of death and fdoerals— the plague is making 
dreadful ravages in Peraia, especially in the eoathem 
and coast provinces of the gul£' Very severe sanatory 
regolatione have been adopted at Bombay, Madras, and 
Calcutta, against Arab vessels coming from Bnsbeer, 
Muscat and Jodda. This terrible disease has never yet 
appeared in India. The cholera morbus reigns with fury 
at Benares, as well as at Patna, Dynapore, and other 
towns on the banks of the Ganges, tower down. ' 

In one of your former letters yon regretted that I had 
not taken out a physician's diploma, that I might add 
the weight of that dignity to any report on the frightfhl 
malady of which India is the classic seat. Bat truly I 
should be very much embarrassed, quite as much as 
Pariset was to discourse pertinently about the plagnein 
Egypt, and for the same reason, — for hitherto I have 
neither seen nor had an opportunity of seeing, a single 
case of cholera morbna. At St. Domingo, and in the 
United States, I met with the same disappointment 
with respect to the yellow fever. I strongly snspect 
th&t this will be my lot with the plague. 

I hare jnst learned from the Calcutta papers, the 
death of a Piedmontese traveller, colled the Count di 
Vidua, who, for two years, travelled through India in a 
palanquin, proceeded thence to China, and afterwards to 
the Moluccas, on his way to New Holland He was, I 
imagine, a mere tourist, with a more decided taste for 
heaps of etonesand old bits of brick, than for any other 
kind of observation. He had the awkwardness, I was 
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gmng to say folly, to &11 into a boiling bog, wbence the 
hot minerel springs of Java arise, and wag scalded to 
death. From his mode of conduct in every respect, 
Bccording to the information gireii to me, I could liave 
Wigered that the Count would never see Turin again. 
The fatal curiosity that cost Pliny his life is excusable ; 
and he certainly died in a most picturesque manner for 
a natural philosopher. But for a poor devil of an Italian 
antiquary to go and get boiled in Java — what businesB 
had he there ? 

I am going to make arrangements with M. Cordier of 
Chandemagore about the forwarding of my collections 
to France. During the winter, they will be conveyed, 
^«n the Jnmna and the Ganges, ftom Delhi to Chan< 
demagore. I think it better to trust to the improbable 
ehance of shipwreck, than to a certainty of the accidents 
incidental to land carriage. 

Porphyre makes you forget all your philosophy : you 
wodM have him lose his identity. " Trakit ma quem- 
;ue voluptat," and his voluptaa is to he unsociable. Few 
are of as innocent a kind as his ; and if, as times go, 
every one like bim would shut himself up at home, 
either from ill-temper, taste, or modesty, public afiairs 
would be all the better for it. The gentle and gay die* 
position of hia mind, is a proof that he would gain 
nothing by changing bis ways; besides, men seldom 
change much at forty; and however extraordinary it 
may seem, Porphyre has passed this formidable period 
«f life. When, after dinner, we all take a walk together 
to the Tuileries, our group will not be that of &ther 
Horace, as it was ten years ago at the Luxemburg. 
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Djtaur, or Jaiter, on the bankt of the Ranee, 
or Hgdrmlt; October »A, 
My deitr father, what I am now writing, is ajoarnol, 
and not a letter. The Rajah paid me his visit three 
days ago, ani), as I expected, rather late. We talked 
about his mDnntains, Cashmeer, the iromortality of the 
soul, Bteom-engiaea, then the soul again, the uniTerse, 
and many other matters. Gulah Sing was ao pleased 
with these physics and metaphysics, that we kept it op 
pretty late in the night by the light of my Excellency's 
torches and candles, which furnished the Rajpoot phUo* 
sopber with more than one comparison and thought. I 
decidedly like that man ; and my reason for it is that he 
seems to like me. The Rajah earnestly besought me 
to spend a whole day with him, and I consented on 
condition that I shoald march during the night in order 
to make np for this loss of time. The day before yes- 
terday, in the morning, I went to him jnst as he was 
getting out of bed, and we remained conTersing nntil 
we were informed that the preparations ftr the chase 
were complete— for it was a settled thing that we should 
bunt together. Two towers had been bnilt, in a neigh- 
bouring forest, with the branches and foliage of trees. 
We each took our station in one of them, while the 
cavalry, entering the wood on all sides, drore the game 
towards us. I killed a wild hog. I mtist have been 
born with very little taste for the chase, for this did not 
give me the slightest pleasure, althongb >t was my first 
success with wild hogs. The Rajah's Brahminee cooks, 
who were on borse-back, improvised a Rajpoot break- 
iast out of the produce of our sport. It was really 
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excellent, Knd was Berred np in twa broad baskets, filled 
with little dishes made of leaves. Runjeet Sing himself 
has DO other table-service. 

Our Mnasulmann people, onr horsemen, and some of 
the Hindoos, took to their heels when they savr th« 
routed hog:, which they bold in as ^reat abhorrence as 
the donaestic pig:. This abhorrence is sharetl by the 
Rajpoots of HindostftD. I spent the day in the Rajah's 
camp, where tents had been prepared for me. It was at 
a ebmt distance from onr buntine ground. GnUb Sing 
sent me hie presents thither ; they consisted of an excel- 
lent and beautifol white horse, caparisoned in the most 
splendid manner after the Sikh fashion, and a khelat con- 
sisting of Cashmeer shawls, and so forth. I went to take 
leave of him ; be found, as he had done the day before, 
80 macb pleasure in my visit, that I should be there 
now, had he not himself, at the approach of night, made 
me start. I reached Zafferval in the middle of the night ; 
and I was there Bg:reeably surprised by meeting a Eu- 
ropean, the first I had seen fur seven months. An old 
Italian artillery ofGcer, a friend of M. Allard's, and who, 
like him, has been sereml years in Runjeet's service, 
received me at Zafferval, where he was himself encamped. 
He is Governor of this province. He paid me many 
friendly end flattering attentions, and told me a multi- 
tude of things which a traveller could never discover in 
this country. I was obliged to spend the whole of yes- 
terday with him. This evening, he accompanied me on 
horseback seven coss from our camp, and I afterwards 
proceeded alone as &raB the banks of the Ravee, which 
my caravan has just crossed. I shall cross it to-morrow 
at day-break, with my light troops, and the day after 
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to-morroir sball be at Umbritsir with tiie good M. 
Allard. 

The Italian told me too mneh. Had he known me 
beforehand, and been deBiroue of inspiring me with 
friendship, he would have kept me in ignorance of the 
means necessary to enforce obedience in this dreadfiil 
conntr]'. Golab Sing no doobt does still worse i bnt his 
father did the same. I shall feel real pleasure in con- 
tinuing my tour through India, on Gulab Sing's horee ; 
because he did not give it to me merely from etiquette, 
bnt evidently ae a token of remembrance. Is not thu 
familiar friendship with a half-savage of the Himalaya, 
very curious F I should scarcely have dreamt of it when 
I landed et Calcutta two years ago. I believe that this 
luck in travelling proceeds, on both sides of the Sutledge, 
&om the same principle. I have preserved entire the 
nationality and individuality of my thonghts. With the 
English I did not become stiff tike themselves ; with the 
Asiatics I avoid the cold complimentary style habitual 
to them. I translate my French ideas and personal 
feeUngs into the language of both : — in short, I retain 
my identity, as much as I can, under the fetters of a 
foreign idiom. 

You ask whether the Indian Chief Justice Sir Chules 
Grey, is any relation to Earl Grey, the British prime 
minister. He is, but opposed to him in politics. Sir 
C. Grey is about to retire, after his ten years of judicial 
service, which give him a right to a pension for life o^ 
50,000 frencs (2000/.) It -is said that Mr. Pearson wiU 
succeed him. It is natural that Lord BroDgham should 
dispose of the vactmcy in favour of the latter, who is 
his intimate friend. Moreover, Mr. Pearson's age, 
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repnfatian, and IcDowledge of Indian judicia] affairs, ac- 
quired since he has filled the office of Adyocate-^aeml, 
entitle him to this hi^h dignity. — Good night. 

Al Captain Wade'a Camp, between the Seas and tit 
Sutkdge, October ISth. 
I remained a veek at Umbritsir, with the excellent 
M. Allard. The second day af^er my arriral, I had an 
andience of Runjeet Sing:, without witnesses. Guess 
what he offered me ? — ^the vice-royalty of Cashmeer ! 
I ridiculed both bim and bis proposal, which was, no 
doubt, only ft stmtagem to know my mind. He pleased 
me still more than when I passed through Lahore — of 
conrae because he caressed me more. I found that I 
bad changed my title at the Sikh court, and that instead 
of Jaekman Sahib Bahadur, I was now known by every 
one as the AJkUoune el Zeman. Captain Wade, with two 
other officers of my acquaintance, arrived at Umbritsir 
three days Bnbeeqaent to xay arrival. He came, on the 
part of the Governor-General, to accompany Runjeet 
Sing through his dominions to Booper, on the left bank 
of the Satledge, the place appointed for the interview of 
the two potentates. I met him again with great plea- 
sure. It was the festival of the Unloosed, and I saw 
Asia in all its picturesque pomp. Wade invited me to 
join him, and since that day I partake of all the privi- 
leges of the British commission. On the eve of the 
festival, the king bad the kindness to have me shown 
the &mous tank of Umbritsir. In its centre is the 
golden temple, in which they preserve the Grant, or 
sacred book of the Sikhs. The bnaticiBm and madness 
of the Akbalis or religious warriors, who always crowd 
into this sacred place, would prove of almost certain 
o 2 
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danger to any Europeui Tuitant, if he bad not a strong 
guard. Such a protection was not wanting on the pre- 
sent occasion. I went to the temple on an elephant, 
with a strong escort of Sikh cavalry, the animal on 
which I was mounted poshing the formidable Akhalia 
to the right and left, withont hnrUng any of them ; and 
the temple was occupied by a regiment of Sikh infantry. 
In its precincts I paid a visit to an old man, celebrated 
for his sanctity. He expected me, aa did likewise the 
Goremor of the city, an eqnally respectable old man, 
who was there by the King's ordefi to condact me through 
the temple. The Governor took me by the hand, and 
led me all over it. Had he let go my hand, the Akhalia 
would no doubt have done me ^ome ill turn ; but I was 
sacred while held by old Dessa Sing. At night-&Ut 
the temple, being hghted with lamps, presented the 
image of Pandemonium, I humbly ofiered the Grata 
a niuzer of three hundred rupees, being part of what the 
King had made me a present of the day before ; and I 
received a small khelat in return. The Unloosed is a 
Hindoo festival,, and the greatest of all. The Sikhs 
celebrate it with stiU greater noise and splendour than 
their ancestors and Hindoo brethren. On that day 
Runjeet reviewed his army. 1 seated myself with Wade, 
by the King's side, in a magnificent tent, pitched on a 
platform in the middle of the plain of Umbritsir. All 
the chieft of the Sikh court cams to do homage to 
the King, and the army defiled past ns. It resembled 
a good deal the armiee described by the historians and 
poets of antiquity ; and this once the reality &r exceeded 
my espectations. 
Next day (the day before yesterday), the King struck 
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bis tents at d«y-break, and defwrted with Captun Wade. 
I could not learfl M. AlUrd soon enongb to join the 
royal caT&liy on the road, and did not reach Wade's t«ntg 
till the erening. From this time forth I ahall not leave 
theni, in order that I may not be lost in the horrible 
crowd from which the Kin; appears to flee, and which is 
ID reality following: him contrary to his wish. The 
Aflatonne el Zeman, yesterday morning;, on an elephant, 
nlking side by side with that of Rnnjeet Sing, dis- 
coursed to him like an oracle. As there was not the 
smallest plant to be picked np in the sandy and burning 
plains which we wera crossing, I did not r^ret not 
Iwing able to stop when I pleased. Nevertheless, fiincy- 
iDg 1 saw one to^y, I made my elephant kneel down 
without ceremony, and descended from its back to have 
a nearer view of a plant which I recognised, and neg- 
™ted on being better acquainted with it. Every body 
"topped with me. Yon see what privileges an A£atoime 
agoys. 

I onght not to fei^t to tell you that I received at' 
Umbritsir two long and friendly letters from Mr, Pearson 
and M. de Melay. The former sends me word that he 
shortly expects his daughter, whose health is completely 
festered, and who is returning, without Mrs. Pearson, 
to bear him company at Calcutta for the rest of the time 
he hat to remain there. 

HatUU, in fAe mountains betmeen Iht Beat 
and the SuiUdge, October 28th. 

In the evening of the 21st, I took my final leave of 
Rnnjeet Sing at Ooshearpore. During the morning's 
■Urch, white on horseback near him, we chatted abont 
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my inteniled journey to Mondi, which I am at present 
performing ; and be bad the candour (a rare virtue with 
him) to confess that the wretched Rajah of Mondi was 
the most refractory of his monntain Rajpoot vassals. 
He is always obliged to send an army of eight or ten 
thousand men every year, in spring, to receive the 
slender tribute of a hundred thousaod mpees. Never> 
thelesa, he gave me hopes that, with a httle address, his 
firmans to the Rajah, and the assistance of an old Sikh 
officer, a trusty man, whom he added to my escort, I 
might sncceed in my undertaking. Our last 'interview 
was long and very friendly. Rnnjeet Uvished a thou* 
sand caresses on me ; he took my hand and shook it 
several times at my well-aimed broadsides of flattery, in 
which, without affectation, I intiised a degree of feeling. 
I was embarrassed with his exclusive attentions, on ac- 
count of his neglect of the British officer commanding 
Wade's escort, who was visiting him with roe. But, 
with the Asiatics, the British are so awkward and 
unsociable, that I am not surprised at this. They bsive 
only yes and no to say for themselves, and Runjeet likes 
to be amused. It was quite dark when I left the King, 
with all sorts of wishes for his glory and prosperity in 
this world and the next, and taking away with me a 
magnificent kbelat in exchange for my gilded words. 
On retumiog to my hut, I found that, in addition, the 
Rajah had sent me a present of five hundred rupees. 
Wade, with whom I afterwards supped for the last tim^ 
gave me a firman after bia own foshion for the Rajah of 
Mondi, who being near the British frontier, will, I trust, 
act up to its tenonr. 

It required, I assure you, all my love of mineials to 
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m^e me leave the pleasure and aecnrity which I fonnd 
ia his Bociety, and again risk myself alone in the moan- 
tains. I expected to encountersomed)fficiiltiee,and have 
not been mistaken. From the third day of my jonrney 
I had to traverse the pontifical states of the Punjab, a 
Gmall monntainona district, inhabited and governed by 
a centenaritui, the spiritud chief of the Sikhs, who 
not long since, in a fit of rage against his eldest son — 
an ambitions yonth of eighty — got upon hia l^s, and 
without a word of warning, cut off this son's head with 
■ single blow of his sword. From motives of policy, 
Runjcet paya thia terrible old fellow every mark of 
deference. I thought I should appease the Cerberus 
by throwing him a cake of a hundred rupees. Bnt I 
was obliged to pass bis fortress without being allowed 
to enter it, lest it should be defiled ; and while I was 
encamped B few leagues further on, near the last village 
on his frontier, an order came for me to evacuate his 
Holineas's territory f(»1hwich. Aa his heralds were 
terrible Akhalia, carrying long guns and matches ready 
lighted, I did not require to be told twice. I therefore 
pitched my tent in a valley separated from his domi- 
alons by a small chain of mountains. I here thought 
myself in a friendly country, because I was in the 
vicinity of one of the fortresses belonging to Sheer 
Sing, Rnnjeet's son ; but the next morning, as X was 
B^ut to mount my horse in order to continue my route 
my old Sikh officer Kadja Sing, pointed out to me, 
with an air of embarrassment, a score of vagabonds 
posted in front of my camp, with their matchlocks 
shouldered, barring my passage. My horsemen pro- 
posed breaking through them by chaigtug with their 
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laucea ; a silly proposal, which I rajeeted, with a skrag 
of my shoulders. Instesd of sach an act of Tiolenc«, I 
wrapped myself in my splendid dressing gown of whit»- 
flowered Cashmeer shawl, seated myself composedly in 
my arm-chair, and coc41y prepared to smoke my cigar 
and drinlc a drop of brandy, bs a preserratire agaioet 
the mountain fevw. In this commodious attitude I 
played off a little diplomacy with the enemy. Eight 
months ag^o this adrenture would hare puzzled me very 
much ; but being now well acquainted with these cns- 
toms, I peiceived that this was only one of the most 
vulgar common-places of Punjahee manners. Soma 
day or other by the fireside I will gire you the particu- 
lars of this aegociation ; suffice it for yon at present to 
know, that, after a long conference with my two officers, 
the hostile chief consented to approach me, and I conu- 
plimented him on his vigilance, ordering him to call his 
people, upon whom I bestowed the like euloginma. I 
then, to their great amaiement, bestrode my white 
horse, with a majestic and patronising air, bidding them 
adieu with a slight wave of my hand. They answered 
with a most respectful salaam, stammering forth some 
excuses (I do not yet know what for) and witnessed my 
departure, as confounded as so many geese, while my 
baggage passed forward. I came hither in three daya^ 
marching like a conqueror. Here, however, I «m 
obliged to stop, in order to treat with the Rajah of 
Mondi, who, I think, will this evening reply to my 
despatches. His ca|Htal is fifteen leagues distant, and 
thither I have had to send Runjeet and Wade's firmans, 
together with one which I had the impudence to write 
to him myBel£ Belaspore is only fourteen leagues off^ 
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The Rajfth of that place being infornied, I know not 
how, of my approach, has eent roe an oiBcer of bis 
miserable court and twenty soldien. His Vider will 
receire me six leagues froai his capital on this side of 
tfae Sntledge ; so that if I ftil with respect to Mondi, 
which, in a geological sense, would be a snhject of mneb 
r^ret, I bare at least secured a good line of retreat 
direct upon Belaspore. I confess I shall cross the 
Sotledge again with pleaanre ; thongh I do not mean 
to say, knowing, as I now do, the certain difScnlties 
and possible dangera of a jonmey beyond Ui^ river, 
that I would not, if necessary, begin again this year's 
campaign. If, howerer, a friend of mine undertook the 
jonmey, I confess that, till his return into the heart of 
the British possesuons, I should sometimes think of 
him with soziety. Is this courage or presumption on 
my part? I know not; but I think I can trace a Uttle 
superstition in my feeUng of security. I trust to my 
address in getting out of a scrape, and to my fortnnate 
star for not getting into any very bad one ; but I should 
not have the same confidence in the good luck and pre- 
sence of mind of any one dear to me. After all, what 
I hare jnst done (for henceforth all danger is past) baa 
been attempted by only one before me. Tbis is Mr. 
Moorcroft, and he lost his life in the country, some say 
from fever, others, from poison. But at Cashmeer I 
ascertained positively, that he and one of bis companions 
bad been miserably killed with sword and matchlock. 

I have certainly exhaosted, in the Punjab and the 
mountains, all my chances of adventure in India, and I 
am glad of it. For a flying traveller, an adventure might 
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afford & yery inlercBting diversion ; bnt for s poor devil 
of my calling, who h not in want of work, it is a very 
inconvenient addition. 

I experience an agreeable feeliag of satisfEtction, wben 
I look back apon the road over which I have already 
trafelled with bo mach success and good fortune. I 
have now executed half my task, and that portion of it, 
too, which, so far as human obstacles extend, presented 
the greatest difficulties. With the exception of the first 
summer, when I was roasted at Calcutta, I can scarcely 
do otherwise tiian admire the climate of the different 
places in which I have lived ; for during the winter I 
travelled in the plains, and in summer among the 
mountains. This will not be the case in future. I mnst 
prepare for a terrible sweating next summer at Bombay, 
and then, as I journey towards Cape Comorin, winter 
will be quite imperceptible. Bnt I think that my fibres, 
which have been hardened in the Himalaya, will be bat 
slowly affected by the enervating influence of the damp 
beat upon the Malabar coast. I shall take care of my- 
self. I shall purchase shade at the rate of twenty francs 
a month, by means of a very large parasol, which I in- 
tend to have made at Delhi, and which a servant, walk- 
ing or miming by my horse's side, will constantly hold 
over my head. I shall buy another large double tent, 
in order that when I dismount every day I may always 
find one ready for me. If, notwithstanding all this, the 
heat oppresses me, I will, in order to cool myself in 
imagination at least, think of the scenes of ice and snow 
which I witnessed upon the lofly peaks of the Hima- 
laya. Adien I 
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Svhhatao, Ifovember IZnd U 



I bad not yet reached the tenn of my adventures, 
when, nearly a month ago, I wrote the fore^ing- lines 
at Hatteli. To amve at Mondi I had sentinels to 
force. Their opposition was inexplicable ; for thtf 
Rajah had sent me a pressing and submissive invitation 
to his ci^ital. He had literally given me carte blanche 
over his subjects, placing bis Vizier and every body else 
at my disposal. I suspected this Vizier of treachery; 
and, ae he was not attended by any great force, I bad 
more than once a great inclination to seize and make 
anre of his person. At every post that I forced, depu- 
tations arrived from the city entreating me to proceed 
no further. These people assured me tbat they were 
sent by the Rajah ; and they promised, in his name, 
that he would visit me next morning, at whatever dis- 
tance from the city I might encamp. Thinking them 
all mad, I paid no attention either to their entreaties or 
to their remonstrances, and in the evening reached' 
Mondi. The whole city was in an uproar : nevertheless 
I was received not only as a friend, but as a master. 
The enigma grew more, and more inexplicable. At 
last, while I was encamped in the tents prepared for me 
by order of the Rajah, bis uncle, an old man, visited 
me, and looking very piteous, told me that it was an 
unlucky day, and that the astrologers bad discovered in 
the morning that if my interview with the Rajah took 
place tbat day, frightful calamities would be&ll the 
monarchy of Moudi. 

, This was the 1st of November. I remained several 
days at Mondi and in its neighbourhood) embarrassed 
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with the hospitality and humility of the Rsjoh, and was 
forced to accept several nuzzers. The money I refoaed; 
but he passed the bags which he had hroug'ht orer my 
head, aod distributed their contents among: the throng, 
which crowded round my encampment whenerer he paid 
me a visit. I saw his mines, which are full of g«o- 
fCnostic interest ; and, after confounding: great and Bmall 
during sereral days with the depth and marrels of mjr 
knowledge, I left Moadi on the 7tk, mounted on a 
most wretched-looking little hone, one however of the 
noblest race of Kooloo, a present forced upon me by 
the Rajah. 

As I was internally blaming the ezpensire magnifi- 
cence of my stud, now amounting to four horseB, I 
arrived at Socket, where my tents were pitched. The 
first man I met was my groom, carrying a finger of his 
left hand in his right. The poor fsUow was covered 
with blood. It was Gulab Sing's stallion which had 
used him thus cruelly. Without hesitating longer thao 
Candide did when Issacsr and the grand inquisitor inter* 
mpted his convereation with the fitir Cunegunde, I jure- 
aented my gun, which I had on my shoulder, and killed 
the terrible animal on the spot. The evening before, Z 
had a serious quarrel with him, and dreaded some mishap 
to the poor groom. I dressed the unfortunate man's 
wound, after executing justice upon his enemy. He 
will be well in a few days, but will be discharged for 
having lie^ by declaring when he entered my service 
that he had been a groom before. Nevertheless, to 
console him for his mutilation as much as I can, 
he shall receive with bis discharge two years' wages, 
amounting to a hundred rupees. 
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On ths 9th I cioBsad tb« Sotledg<^— with wtwt joj !— 
I cannot express it. On m^ landiag: at Belaspore, from 
the ioflBted skin which aerred me as a boat, it seemed to 
me but a etep to the Rue de 1' University. The yonng' 
Rajah, vho, on account of some new knaveiy had 
excited an inquiry on the part of the political agent of 
Umbala — my fHend Mr. Clerk — hastened to pay me 
his respects. He was in hopes of obtaining my inter- 
cession with Mr. Clerk; but he received from me a 
severe reprimand, and retired in confosion. 

My truns-Sutledgic retinue having become uselesi) I 
diemimed the men, giving to each a reward propor- 
tioned to his services. This cost me a thousand rupees. 
I obtained, moreover, for my escort, the promotions 
which at my request M. Allard, their General, made 
among them : Ismael Beg received a captain's commis- 
sion, and so on of the others. My Cashmeerian secre- 
tary, who had been bo useful to me, was in justice ths 
best rewarded. All expressed their gratitude, and their 
regret at leaving me, in a manner which affected me 
exceedingly. You know, my dear lather, that I am not 
brave on such occasions: I was choked with emotion. 
Without waiting for each of them to say adieu, and 
invoke Allah and Mohammed for my happiness, I 
mounted my horse, and rode off with a rapidity which 
allowed no one to follow me. 

I was galloping along the Subhatoo road towards 
Kennedy's reudence, when one of his messengers 
brought me a letter, which informed me that he ex- 
pected me at Semla. I hastened on, and on the third 
day found myself nnder his hospitable roof. 
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He was not alone. I fonnd with him aome old ac- 
^naintances, and a new one, Mr. Maddock, one of the 
most dietingiiisfaed men in the country. He has just 
left the residency of Lucknow for that of Ehatmandoo, 
for which place he ought already to have set out. 
Most I tell you that it was in order to become ac- 
quainted with me that, in defiance of his instructions, 
he remained at Kennedy's, who, he knew, was expect- 
ing me daily P The cold drove us from Semla four days 
ago ; "hat Mr. Maddock will remain with us at Subhatoo 
as long as I stay there. For my part, it would require 
a great effort of courage and unsociability not to stay 
whilst he is there ; for I am as much pleased with him 
as he is with me. 

Nevertheless I have given the necessary orders for 
camels ; and when they arrive at Bar, at the foot of 
the mountains, I shall take the road to Delhi. Lord 
.William Beotinck, who has been detained at Knmal by 
serious illness, will no doubt be still in the imperial city 
.when I arrive there. 

' The excellent M. AUard bae written to me since the 
interview at Rooper between the Goveruor-general and 
Runjeet Sing. In the British camp, he-fonnd several 
of my friends, who received him in themost distin- 
guished manner. He is delighted with the honours 
paid to him on this side of the Sutledge, especially 
those which he received from Lord William. Nothing 
can be better calculated to increase the great respect 
so justly paid to bim at the Sikh court. . As his coun- 
tryman and frieud, I learn all this with true delight ; 
and it is not without an increase of pleasure that I 
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think I have been of poweriiil oBe to him in this matter, 
ootwithstaading my distance from the scene of action. 
The gooi old General Cartwrig^ht baa jost been anm- 
mooed to Calcutta, as a witnesB on a criminal trial. So 
this time, at Delhi, I shall be at Mr. WilLam Fraser'a 
KTrice, and shall be able, without offence to any one, to 
spend with him the time of my stay at Delhi, where I 
must ehip my collections on the Jumna for Paris. On 
tbeSOthorSlst of December I shall leave the imperial 
city, and proceed towards Bombay. Adien, my dear 
iitther. I wish I could send you health, for I have 
tome to spare ; but I hope you have no occasion for 
that of other people. I am overwhelmed with business, 
md write this time to no one but M. Victor. A Bonr- 
deauz ship, which sailed on the 4tb of August, has 
been signaled in the bay of Bengal. I hope she brings 
me letters from yoa. I have none of later date than 
February, and they appear quite old. I embrace you 
with all my heart. 



TO M"*- ZOE NOIZET DE SAINT PAUL. ARRAS. 



My dear Zoe, — If none of my former letters have 
l>een lost on their way Irom Gashmeer to Arras, yon 
mast have thought me almost a chatterer last summer ; 
bat for the last few months you have had no occasion to 
find &ult with me on that account. Since my departure 
from the so-called terrestrial Paradise, I have had so 
much to do that I hare entirely neglected my European 
letter^ writing. Nevertheless, during this interval, I 
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hare, so &r u my journey ings and short moments of 
leisure would allow, and on my father's account, blotted 
down a respectable chronicle of my sayings and doings ; 
and this 1 yesterday concluded abruptly enough, in order 
to forward it to Calcutta. I cannot speak to you of 
myself without repeating some part of that long epistle; 
and as my bther will most probably send yon at least a 
few sheets of it, this present will be very brief. I am 
•s gay as a lark at baring done what I hare, and at not 
haring it to do orer again. This winter I am going to 
Bombay, and shall make a considerable circuit by way of 
Foonah, the capital of the old Mahratta monsrcby. I 
shall remun at Bombay during the rainy season, for, 
while it lasts, travelling is impossible. I shall afterwards 
proceed to Cape Comoriu, which is twenty degrees of 
latitude from hence : but this I think noting of — it 
seems only a hop, step, and jump. I hare no more 
human obstacles to fear ; no more rascals ambnscaded in 
a mountain defile, with their long matchlocks and their 
" you cannot pass " — no more fears, no more night 
attacks.. Things will perhaps incommode me still more 
than men did in my expedition beyond the Sutledge. 
The remainder of my Indian pilgrimage will be in a 
furnace and an oven by turns. Meanwhile, I enjoy 
what Is left to me, and still gire myself the pleasure of 
being cold here. 

I hare ceased to be the Plato of the world, the 
Socrates, the Aristotle of the age, the high and mighty 
lord Victor Jacqnemont. I bare no longer any right to 
cut off noses and ears, or to levy tribute. I shall nerer 
again be treated as I was by the Rajah of Mondi, who 
recfflred me as if I had been Rnnjeet himself, or the 
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Imsbutd of the old lady, liis neig'hbonr, as the ignorant 
Indians ludkrongly term the British Compan)r. On 
crossing the Sutledge, I lost all my lordly pririleges, 
ud am once more plain M. Victor Jacquemont, walking 
abont alone, when I choose to have no other escort 
than my walking-stick. This change keeps ma in 
perpetual good homour. Notwithstanding the distance 
ffom the Himalaya to the good city of Parisi I feel 
that, by entering the territories nnder British rule, I 
un broi^ht some honored miles nearer to that city. 

After all, my journey through the Punjab to Cash' 
meer, and the manner in which I was allowed to per- 
form it, are eingnlar enough. What congratulations, 
questions, and envy it calls forth I 

A single day's march will bring me to the pliuns. I 
despaired of joining Lord W. Bentinck; but be has just 
been token ill, which will delay his journey U) Jaypore, 
u>d I may expect to see him at Delhi. 

Adieu, my dear cousin. I cannot accuse you of 
gossiping ; but excess is a Ikult in everything, espe- 
cially in the pen. Make the amende honorable for the 
past and write to me in your smallest hand, on the 
largest sheet of paper. Adieu once more. 



TO M. PROSPER MERIMEE, PARIS. 

Svbhabio in Ihe Sritiak Himalaga, near At Sviledge, 
NovetiAer 2Bth 1831. 

It is a very long time since I wrote to you, my 
dear Prosper ; but you have been still more negligent 
towards me. 

I am certainly at the end of my adventures. They 
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are bo fare oa this side of the Sutledge, that I have 
Hcarcelf any chance of meeting with more. Beyond 
the British poBBessiaDB I found plenty of them ; but as 
none had an imlacky termination, notwithstanding' the 
awkward preamble of some, I do not regret having 
become acqnainted with Oriental disagreeables of the 
ambulatory Bpecies. 

On my return from Caahmeer, I saw at Umbriteir 
the festival of the Unloosed. It ia certainly the most 
magnificent in the East. I was prudent enough tw 
refase the moat picturcaque of vice-royaltiea, that of 
Cashmeer, with an annual income of two lacs (500,000 
' francs), — a piece of folly according to some, and an act 
of extraordinary wisdom according to others ; one, in 
short,' becoming the Aflatoune el Zeman, Bocrat, Aris* 
toune el Feringhistan, &c. 

My prudent refusal has still ferther exalted my repu- 
tation for wisdom. Runjeet has ever since considered 
me an animal quite svi generis, which could not be too 
highly hononred. If ever you &ncy that, to write 
pretty exotic tales, it is necessary for you to cross the 
Rhine and the Indus, you may rely, my dear fellow, 
upon all my protection. 

Notwithstanding the creecendo of Runjeet's atten- 
tions, I find it is still very pleasant to be once more 
among " the perfidious islanders." My present host is an 
amiable man^ the best paid of all the captains of artillery 
in this sublunary world. He is more of a King of Kings 
than Agamemnon himself, without any Achilles to 
oppose him among the petty mountain Rajahs hia 
vassals. A regiment of Gorkha sepoys insures his 
absolute sovereignty from the Jumna to the Sutledge. 
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lliiB momiug, he paid me the coropUment of h&Ting ft 
ptud review, with firing, to prove to me thftt be knew 
something' of his incidental profeaaion of colonel of 
in&ntiy, which J had been dispnting ibnt he insisted 
upon my being on horseback in full dress of Aflatonne 
(a black European coat), as be had in store for me all 
the honours dne to a general oEBcer inspecting hti 
<iorpa. The whole time the review lasted, I was near 
filing JTom nay horse ; and when my artillery friend bad 
m&de hU sconndrele perform all their antics, be conclnded 
vith a general advance towards me, bis men presenting 
uma, uid he himself saluting with his sword, and 
lajiag: "Now Jacqnemont, take off your bat and make 
» speech 1 " Ha was quizzing iiie, bnt I repaid him 
*itb intweet in bis own coin. With tb6 utmost cool- 
lien, and in the tone appropriate to inspection speeches, 
I commenced a long rigmarole in English, without 
head or tail, which bo npset bis gravity, that he ordered 
the drams to beat, and dismissed the men without 
mting for the conclusion. After six months of abso- 
lute solitude, every frolic does me good, even an English 
'^ne. I certainly see the English, fur the most part, in 
I more advantageous light than they exhibited them- 
'i^m to you. I am particularly lucky with tbem. 
However, I have no very great reason to be vain of 
tbia success. They become so heartily tired of them- 
^slves in their distant solitary stations, that every new 
&ce is a God-send to them. 

Such among them as are still bachelors, especially 

'■^ India, have a style of manner which is not our 

"""Aonwui*; but they have much more of the good 

fiUow than we have, from thirty to fifty. Two othef 
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friends bsBides myself share Csptaia Kennedy's hosfil- 
talit^. One is a brother officer of his in the artillery, 
the other the ex-resident of Lncknow, the lu^est city 
in India. I know not how we manage it> but we are 
carried to bed every night bursting with hmghter. 



TO HADAHE VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS. 



My dear Madam, — I answer your letter of the 
S9th of March last, which I received only to-day. You 
remind me of the dste of mine, which had just then 
reached yon, a year after it was written. This mode of 
corresponding is indeed mdancboly, recollection having 
ample time to be lost. But with so great a distance 
between us, and the impossibility of writing by question 
and answer, the only way to meet is to advance towards 
each other, and repeat this kind of journey frequently. 
We must not wait to receive a visit before we return it. 

When yon read these lines, time will have alleviated 
the bitterness of sorrpw cansed by the great and melan- 
choly bereavement yon bad jnst suffered when yon wrote. 
I was very yonng when a similar misfortune happened 
to me : you most remember it. I think that, from the 
very reason of my extreme youth, it was the more 
cruel. The affections of childhood are but little divided. 
The chances of an innocent adolescence on the very 
threshold of yonth, had not made me acquainted with the , 
happiness of any but filial love. This fiwolty of loving 
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still existed in its integrity, and I thought had lost all 
at a blow ! 

1 do not know, bnt ahonld think that when misfoitnne 
sttiprises us in the midstof our career, at a period when 
our seDsibilitj is completely developed in all its forms 
and is successively exercised in each of them, it mtut 
be less terrible. There are criminals whom a barbarous 
chastisement ronses to indignation, hardens, and encou- 
rages to etrnggle against their punishment. Why do 
those excruciating torments of moral evil exist in the 
world ? Is not the wounded soul sometimes hardened bf 
a misfortnne,thejuetice of which is incomprehensible to 
our intellect? Pardon me for talking to you thns, yon 
who have wept so young: forgive me, it is better nevra 
to think of such things. 

In the world with which we are acquainted, there is 
no vitality that is not below hope, and the happiest life 
that I can conceive, is that which hope does not desert 
for a dogle moment. Happy, thrice happy, those who 
believe and hope I Happy too the child who has been 
able to gild the declining years of those who watched 
over his youth I How greatly ought this idea to soothe 
and mitigate your sorrow [ 

Perhaps I should have done better by not writing, if 
I have only increased your affliction. But believe met 
I shall always be afflicted when yon are so. I share the 
happiness yon enjoy in your husband, your daughters, 
and the qualities with which you are endowed. 

Adieu, dear Madam, adieu I ^ 
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TO M. PORPHTRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

iiateg, tn the Coantry af fhe prolecttd Silihi, fwentg-four mifet 
Iforlh of Vmiala, December 5th 1831. 

' Im the first place, my dear brotlier, excDse the t^clc- 
neas of this paper. Let me prose ever so little, my 
letter will weig^ two pounds; but as John BqU pays the 
postage from hence to Calcutta, and onr highly esteemed 
public from thence to Paris, never mind. BesideB, I 
hare no alternative. 

The excessive slowness of onr correspondence is a great 
nuisance. The only compensation is its safety, since 
we have sent it through the ministry of the marine. — 
Let us begin with bnsiness. 

I regret much that the miniEterial decision of October 
1630, granting me an annual increase of salary to the 
ftmoant of four thousand francs, has not been rigorously 
carried into execution, and that its effect has been 
limited to the last quarter of the said year, which 
makes the total only nine thousand francs. Sending off 
my collections will cost me a great deal of money, 
and the campaign of 1832 will he very expensive. 
I have just discovered that I owe three months' 
wages to some of my people, and eight months' wages to 
others. I shall smart for this at Delhi, where I must 
tnoreover buy another horse. I have three at present. 
One is my pretended Persian, which brought me to this 
place from Calcutta — a~ rascal that threw me a score 
times before I even reached Benares, and in 1831 ate 
more than donble his value, during the six or seven 
months of indolence which he enjoyed in the plains, 
while I was in the mountains. The second is the Rajah 
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bl Monti's &mouB ghonnti excellent in his way ;— 
bnt he is of no uae to me on my joaraey to Bombay, 
and I therefore diBmiss him too. The third is my 
chai^r, which I hare ridden since I left Lahore j-^bs 
has lost his agreeable pace, continnes to rear, and has 
become hard of mouth. Moreover, like all the horses 
of the Pnnjabee chiefs, he is accustomed to eat nothin^f 
but sugar ; bis keep therefore costs me double that of 
another, — so I shall send him back to M. AUard. 
< Now the least a g;eueral renewal can cost me is 
twelve or fiiteen hundred francs, and that without being 
extrvragant. If I select a horse from one of the 
Company's cavalry regiments, I shall have to pay 
eight hundred rupees, or two thousand one hundred 
francs for it, that being the price at which the officers 
are allowed to make a choice of this kind. Near Delhi 
there are two studs, which my friend Mr. William 
Fraser knows thoroughly, and I have therefore asked 
him to make the purchase for me. 

I have occasioned M. Allard very numerous expenses, 
and, notwithstanding his pay of a hundred or a hundred 
and fifty thousand francs a year, he is no richer than 
myself since the bankruptcy of Mr. Palmer the most 
celebrated ' banker iu Asia. This gentleman fiiiled at 
Calcutta twenty months ago for the moderate sum of 
seventy-five millions of francs. In devising therefore 
some means of making him a present, I have thought of 
sending him a lottery ticket which vrill cost me a 
hundred and twenty-eight rupees, and may win him 
i60,000. I should tell you that every six months, there 
is a lottery at Calcutta, consisting of six thousand 
tickets, at a hundred and twenty rupees each, regulated 
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in anch a manner tliat only a twelfth of the capital 
deposited remains in the bank. IIub snm seires to 
corer the expense of seTend charitable inBtltntions, 
which however is only a pretence to sanctify this sort 
of gambbng, and induce the sainta to risk their cash, 
which all of them do as well as those who are not saints. 
The number of civil and military officers throughout 
India is about six thousand, being as many as the 
tickets. There are but few of them who from the day 
of their arrival in India, till that of their departure Irom 
it, do not impose upon themselves this voluntary balf- 
yearly tax of a hundred and twenty-eight rnpees. 
Between ourselves, when I have had the ticket bought 
for M. Allard, I have a mind to do like the rest, aod 
have one bought ibr myself ont of my good friend 
Runject Sing's rupees. 

Bnt 1 am dreadfully puzzled, and you will certainly 
laugh at my embarrassment. I think myself snrs of 
winning the grest prize, 160,000 rupees, or at least the 
second, 80,000, that is to say 500,000 or 250,000 
francs. What the dense shall I Ao with the money? 
If I send it to yon, I shall be asked on my rettmi, 
where I stole all that money — what Rajah I have 
plnndered, and so forth. I pray therefore that my 
nnmber may be drawn a blank. 

The only consideration which might publicly justify 
me, and cause me unhesitatingly to confess where I 
derived my income of five-and-twenty thousand fmncs a 
year, would be the origin of the one hundred and twenty- 
eight rupees with which the hook is to be baited ; which, 
of course, are derived from the huge bags sent to ms 
from time to time by Runjeet Sing, Nothing is more 
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of a lottery than the caprice or favonr of an Asiatic 
prince. I bare won some score thonundB of franca 
withont staking a fiuthin^, and surely 1 may risk one 
Inmp to catch another. To hoard money gained in snch 
a manner would be miserly. Bat enong:b of such frilly. 

Mr. Maddock was taken ill at Kennedy's while 1 was 
sharing with him the Himalaya artilleryman's hospita> 
lity, and I took possession of the patient. I purged him, 
gave him aa emetic, and made him take quinine and 
lavements, (a horrible thing to an EngUshman,) used 
linapisma, camphor frictions, &c. &c., and soon set him 
on his legs again. There was no time to lose : he was 
seized with the mountain fever, which ie almost endemic 
in the low, hot, and moist Talley all round Subhatoo. 
It is a pleasure to put one's self out of the way frir 
grateful people. If I were to go to Nepaul instead of 
Bombay, I assure you I should meet with a splendid 
reception, for my ex-patient, Mr. Maddock, is Resident 
at the court of Khatmandoo. 

I taught Kennedy, too, to cure himself, without medi- 
cine, of a complaint to which he is subject. The fiict 
is, I think myself a. better Indian physician than most 
of the Company's doctors. Whenever I have met with 
any clever ones, I hare talked to them of nothing but 
their profession, thus benefiting by their experience; 
whilst, for my own part, my camp, especially this year 
when it was so numerous, furnished me every day with 
some patient or other. Be easy therefore about me, 
and be persuaded that if I should happen to be taken ill, 
I shall not drug myself with less success than others. 
Cholera is &bulouB : 1 have never seen it, and am pre- 
pared to surprise the people of Paris & good deal, when 
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they ask me about it. When I crossed the Sntledgei I 
kUo left behind me idl chance of seeing ft woman homed. 
But as cholera is no joke iu £aro[>e, a seriona word or 
two about that disease. It sometimes attacks the inha- 
bitants of the great Indian cities, and makes very great 
havoc among the native popnlation. Europeans are 
•eldom its victims, especially gentlemen ; but the sol- 
diers of the Enropeui coqu, all IriBh, addicted to intoxi- 
cation, are swept awaj hj it in great numbers. Yon 
see, then, that it is no concern of mine. However, be 
it understood, that if it Is pleased to reign iu Bombay 
next May, I shall not dispute its residence in that city, 
but shall repair elsewhere at a respectful distance. 

I will endeavour, when the time comes, to profit bj 
your advice as to the propriety of returning to Europe 
daring the summer. In truth, the thought of a Parisian 
winter makes me feel rather uncomfortable. Here, on 
the level plains of India, in the 30° of latitude, with 
omnge and date trees, sugar canee, plantains, mangoest 
and other tropical productions aronnd me, I am writing 
to you by the fire>side, in a wretched hut built for the 
Bccommodation of invalids who go to Semla in search 
of coolness. Meanwhile, I am dressed in my disguise 
of a white bear of Tibet, with flannel underneath, and a 
long, broad girdle of shawl over it ; and though it be a 
cloudless noon and I in a house, or rather a kind of 
house, I shiver at the fire-side though dressed in thit 
manner. I walked this morning more than half the 
Way, my feet being too cold when on horseback. This 
chilly constitution of mine is admirable in a poor devil 
who is going as Air as Cape Comorin ; but if it con- 
tinues longer, I shall be forced' at Paris to mount a 
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pnce-coloQT wadded domllette, at the risk of being mis- 
taken for a priest. 

I left Subhatoo yesterday afternoon ; and if 70a look 
at the map, yon will aee that I made haste through the 
Tallej of Finjore, which I croosed, without perceiving it* 
in the yerj teeth of the quartan ague which prevails 
there nearly] the whole year. To make up for the time 
lost at Subhatoo (Mr. Maddock does not call it lost), 
I shall go to-morrow to Umhala. Four-and'twenty 
English miles, or ten post leagues is a good long day's 
journey in India. Yon would be of my opinion, and that 
of the generality of men on this subject, were you to 
see the excoriated backs of the half-starved camels that 
carry a portion of the baggage, the wagons and bullocks 
conveying the remainder ; and if you knew the neces- 
sity there is of opening, unpacking and displacing every 
thing in the evening, and of closing up, re-cording in the 
morning, &c. &c. At this season of the year such things 
are pleasant, as we have constantly the finest weather in 
the world ; but when the rain comes, it falls in torrents. 
Yon have had some specimens of it in your professional 
life, so I shall give you no account of these delnges. 

Jobbing in indigo is ruining all the commercial houses 
in Calcutta. If they were to confine themselves to the 
profits of their commission, they would all make for- 
tunes. I am glad to hear that Messrs. Cmttenden, 
Mackillop, and Co., do not gamble in that way. 

My only objection to them is my knowledge of a 
number of debts due to them which they will never 
recover. Nothing, is more common in India than to 
owe 50,000, 100,000, or even mora than donble that 
mm of mpees ; and the debtors are frequently captains 
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«t 600 mpees a month, or surgeons at 1000 or 1200-. 
All this proceeds from the mania of tiring beyond their 
incomes. The pnblic notion is, that the agents at Cal- 
cutta are a pack of tbieTes, and that it is delightful to 
over-reach them. The English, so proud, so tenacious 
of their honour, safTer themselves to be dragged befera 
the King's Bench at Calcutta, for debts truly ehamefiil, 
and for which there can be no escase, except in tb« 
insanity of the debtors. 

This is their mode of reasoning : — 

*' I am an English gentleman — that is to say, one of 
the most brilliant animals in the creation. 

" I liave forsaken the joys of Europe, and the de- 
lights of my domestic circle ; I have bid fcrewell to my 
my friends, in order to come and live in this beast of a 
country. 

" Ergo, in compensation for this, I have a right to eat, 
drink, dress, live, ride, &c. &c, in the most magTii- 
ficent style. And if my income is not sufficient, I will 
ran in debt to meet this necessity." 

To most of them, it would seem that an English 
gentleman who should drink water, wonld lose caste and 
become a Pariah, like a Hindoo who drinks a glass, of 
wine, or a Mussulmaun who eats a slice of ham. I 
should think it must be the same in England. The 
gentlemen on the other side of the Channel, have need 
of a strong lesson of politeness from the people, in order 
to.leam that a gentleman may eat a bad dinner nithont 
its killing him, and wear an old coat without catch- 
ing the itch. However, the thing is brewing in that 
quarter ; you and I are destined to see the shell burst. 
The abolition of the rotten boroughs will do no moi^ 
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good there than did Catholic emancipation in Ireland* 
That which the Irish mogt wanted before everything 
else— «BpeciaUy before eqnality of political rights, — 
Has potatoes to eat ; and emancipation has not pat a 
n'ngle one Dtore into their mouths. What the English 
people now want is bread. They have the simplicity to' 
believe, that a reformed parliament will give it to them : 
an error which they will soon rectify when they come to 
put their new electoral laws to the test. I would not 
«xclunge the tot of France for the next thirty years for 
that of England. 

Leet our papers make yoa magnify a fly bnzzing 
kbout Calcutta into a monster, let me tell you that a 
bond of n^ues, (bkheers,) beggars, and vagabonds out 
of enaploy, all MusBulmauns, have lately been plunder- 
ing some villages on the left bank of the Hot^hly. 
They have thrashed the Burkondais and Chokidars 
(patrol and policemen) of the district) and have increased 
to the number of two thousand men at least, armed 
with swords, pikes, bludgeons, and matchlocks. A 
regiment of Indian infantry was despatched against the 
Moolabies (a religious appellation, which the robbers 
have assumed), with a hundred horse, and two pieces 
of light artillery. They killed and took a great num- 
ber in the first engagement ; a second will settle the 
business. All this has been going on ten or twelve 
leagues from Calcutta. 

Farewell, my dear Porphyre. What admirable things 
are my bad dinners — a chicken as hard as wood, coarse 
cakes, and water my beverage ! Here am I, after two 
days of this frugal regimen, the same man again as 
before I spent a fortnight with Kennedy, who would 
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moat inikllibly liave made me ill if I had remained with 
him any longer. The Eog-lish have no conTersadon : 
they^ remain at table for honrs after dinner in company 
with numerous bottles, which are kept in constant cir- 
culation. How can one help drinking ? Having nothing 
to do, can of itself man a man drink. I smoked like » 
steam-engine in order to let the bottlee pass without 
making them deviate from their elliptic orbit round our 
oval table. But I was obliged to do as others did. 
Hence, disturbed sleep, indistinct ideas next mwming, 
and the necessity of galloping about during a couple of 
hours like the English, to digest the dinner of the pre- 
ceding day. I hare resolved, therefore, to preserve my 
savage manners whenever I chance to moor in any port 
of British civilisation, and to drink my milk or my 
water, and eat my cakes among guests who will langh 
at my meagre Are. With what pleasure shall I desert 
this system, when we are all collected round our old 
father's tittle round table with the intention of doing 
justice to a good soup, a leg of mutton, and a few 
bottles that may have patience enough to wait in the 
cellar till my return ! 

Delhi, DeceaieT2Ul 1831. 
My dear Pobfhyre, — At this place, where I ar- 
rived on the evening of the 16th, I found four immense 
packets of letters waiting for me. None of the preced- 
ing ones for the last two years are missing, and I am going 
to answer them as fast as I can. I send you what I 
have ready for yon, adding only one word now as it 
is growing dark. Know then that I am wonderfully 
well ; that I arrived in time to spend six And thirty 
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hours with Lord uid Lady William ; tbat I am de- 
lighted with them ; that in ten days I shall start for 
Bombay, when I hare shipped on the Jumna my col- 
lection, now being' inclosed in tin, and hard dry wood 
an inch thick. I love you and embrace yon with aU 
my heart. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Buitte, betaeen Sabhatoo and UtBhaht Dec. SfA 1831, 
Stat frvm Delhi, Jan. lOlh. 

A YEW days ago, my dear &ther, I sent yon a long 
letter from Subhatoo, which I began at the period of 
my departure from Cashroeer, continned at different 
times dtiring the remainder of my jonmey beyond the 
Sutledge, and terminated at Semla, at Captain Ken- 
nedy's. Porphyre will tell you why I availed myself 
of the Captain's hoepitality longer than I intended, or 
tban was convenient for the continuation of my journey. 

Your No. 25, of the 13th of March last, reached me 
on the 1st of December, at Subhatoo, and there is not 
one Une in its three long, pages which has not afforded 
me pleasure. It is dehghtful thus to pass the period 
of our separation to onr mutual satisfaction. 

You ask me at the beginning of your letter what I 
was doing on that day 7 It was the I3th of March. 
I had just arrived at Lahore, and was walking alone 
in an Arabian Night's garden, thinking of my good 
fortune, or giving my arm to the excellent man who 
jnTited me thither from the centre of Tibet- I then 
made my first appearance at the court of Runjeet Sing> 
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and came from this first interview mnch pleased with the 
Sikh monarch. In the elegant hall of the little palace 
in which I resided, I found, on my return from the 
Rajah, a tahle laid ont luxuriously and tastefollf, after 
the French fashion ; and by a friendly fiction I did the 
honours to the very persons who had provided the has- 
qnet. A select troop of the Kingp's Cashmeerian ama- 
zons came by his orders to amuse me with a concert and 
ball. The concert was execrable, oriental music heing 
one of the most disagreeable noises I ever heard ; but 
the slow'Cadeaced and voluptuous dance of Delhi and 
Cashmeer is one of the most agreeable that can be per- 
formed. I will also admit that the Cashmeerian ilan- 
ieme$ had an inch of colour on their feces, vermitioD 
on their lips, red and white on their cheeks, and black 
round their eyes. But this daubery was very pretty ; it 
gives extraordinary lustre to the already beautiful and 
rery large eyes of the Eastern women, 

A year before, and oo the same day, if T have a good 
memory, I was paying my devoirs to the shade of the 
Great Mogul at Delhi. What shall I be doug on the 
next 13th of March ? 

In casting a paternally complaisant glance at the com- 
menoement of my ambulatory grandeur at Seran, yon 
ask me what 1 did with the Rajah of Bissahir's present, 
his b^ of musk. Why, I phtyed the republican, 
according to Montesquieu's notion, and exercised self- 
denial. The Rajah's musk stinks at the bottom of 
a bale of shawls, treated with as little ceremony as 
itself. When it is cold enough for me to put on 
a girdle, I take it from another uninfected l»le of 
shawls. 
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M. de Melay read M. MarUs's * book, which yon 
jDention, while he was at sea ; but he nsed to speak bo 
ill of it every day, that I drew hack id affright irom the 
fix rolames. They hare confirmed yon, you tell me, 
ID your coDtempt of the ancient literature of India. 
Bnt yon inquire whether Sanscrit is sufficiently well 
understood for alt the beauties of the iiiytholog:icttl poetry 
of the Indians to be appreciated ? To this I reply, that, 
errors e:ccepted, Mr. Horace Wilson is the only European 
in India perfectly acqaaioted with Sanscrit. There is 
but one of the Brahmins at Benares who knows it better 
than he; and whatever may be onr more recent preten- 
sions to a knowledge of that language, and those of the 
Germans, not excepting even the Baron d'Eckatein, I 
believe that not one of the adepts in Europe knows a 
qnarter so much as Mr. Wilson does. The latter gen- 
tleman, of course, says that the l&ngnage is beautiful ; 
that its grammatical structure is admirably logical, inge- 
nious and perfect ; and that its literature, which is 
exclusively poetical both in form and matter, is equally 
worthy of admiration. 

I conceive the euloginms lavished on the instrument 
to be deserved and sincere ; but I suspected the honesty 
of those awarded to the works. 

I have no doubt in my own mind that the Brahmins 
possessed much information to which they are now 
strangers. In this reepect, India resembles Egypt; 
and the similarity between the two countries is not con- 
fined to this circumstance. 

t modfine depuib I'An 
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You are curious to koow the extent of information at 
present powessed by the upper classes in Central IsdJa. 
Without •rronging' them, I might anticipate the conti- 
nuation of my journey, and inform you beforehand that 
in general they are as ignorant as the loner classes. But 
next year I shall no doubt hare an opportunity of aeeing 
a good many Rajpoot and Mahratta chieftains ; and I 
will then tell you what 1 can make of them. From 
Delhi to Seringapatam, the Hindostanee is the coUoqniol 
language of their courts, as Persian is the written lan- 
guage of their chanceries. I now speak the former with 
great ease, and understand the latter toteraUy well. 
Thus, my curiosity will be neither deaf nor dumb, when 
I find an opportunity, in the sequel of my journey, of 
exercising it on this matter. 

The Journal des D«iats, which you sent me, told ma 
nothing that I had not prerionsty read in the Conttilu- 
tionnel, in the month of September, at Caahmeer. 

I know neither when nor bow the British away in 
India will tenninate ; but of this 1 am certain, the poor 
Tartars will hare nothing to do in accelerating its down* 
fall. India, in a military point of riew, is too civilised 
to have anything to dread from the mounted hordes of 
Turkistan, eren if she had not Enropeau officers to 
command her armies. Look at Rnnjeet Sing ;— he has 
only twenty-fire thousand well-disciplined troops, and 
with 80 small a force he makes his northern neighbonrs 
tremble. 

The British power in India will nerer perish, I tbink, 
by foreign aggression. Of physical strength, the British 
will always have more than could be brought agunst 
them on the Sutledge or the Indus ; but their material 
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■trength bos no other foundation at prevent than moral 
strength — very powerful, it is true, bat which caprice 
miglit orerturn. Then all would sink at ODce ! What 
erent can produce this shock? — undoobtedl^ the re- 
awakening of religious feeling. This may occur to- 
morrow, or it maj not happen for a centory to come- 
But although mnch may be said on the subject, I am 
going, my dear father, to wish yon a good night (fur it 
is very late), and fell asleep with the same certainty you 
have at Paris of finding every thing in the precise situa- 
tion to-naurrow that it occupies to-day. Indeed, I even 
believe my chances of finding the morrow the some as 
the previous day, much greater than yours. 

Adieu ! I embrace and love you with all my heart. 



TO M. PROSPER MERIM^IE, PARIS. 



My dear Prosper, — Excuse this large sheet of 
foolscap, which is anything but select. May you never 
have to write on such paper with a peacock's feather. 
In India, such pens have all desirable local character, 
bat beyond that, they are not wortii a nish. 

Great is my joy at finding myself once more among 
the British. On the other side of the Sutledge, espe- 
cially in the monntains, there is always a chance of 
encountering a band of vagabonds, armed with match- 
locks, who say to yon, " You pass not here ; " and this 
unlucky chance has often been my lot in the course of 
my journey. Upon that, my secretary would pull out 
q2 
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of hiii pocket a terrible finnan of Rnnjeet Sing''8, id' 
which he enjoined his friends and liegeaof the plun and 
the mountain, not only to give freepaaga^e to the Plato 
of the age, alias the Lord Victor Jacquemont, but also 
to provide haj, straw, &c. for the aforesaid lord, and to 
do all that he required. This sublime passport havinif 
been read, the rascals with matchlocks said, very qnietly, 
that it was all Hebrew to them ; that not one of them 
nnderstood a word of Persian ; that, besides, they wera 
not Runjeet Sing's servaQts, but those of such and snch 
a petty Jaguirdar or Zemindar (vassal chief), and that 
they acknowledged no commands bat those of their 
master. With these words, knocking the ashes from 
their matches, they would repeat, " You pass not here ! " 
I assure you, my dear friend, that it required no mean 
diplomatic talents to get on in spite of all this, and that 
more than one secretary of embassy would have been 
very much puzzled ; for, however numerous my escort, 
its adversaries were usually in so strong a majority, 
that by negociation alone could I succeed in obtain- 
ing a passage. Once only (and that was during the 
expedition with which Iterminated my campaign beyond 
the Sntledge) I judged that the strength lay on my side, 
and I laconically showed the matchlock-men the lon^ 
and sharp lances of my cavalry. They saluted me 
down to the ground, and presented arms, after their 
lashion, as I passed. I almost regretted their civility ; 
it deprived me of a pretence for having a tussle with 
this odious body of matchlock-men, in which they would 
have been the losers. 

On this side of the Sntledge the people are very much 
tamed. .No one ever thinks of saying to the bearer of 



a tolerably white face, that eternal " yon pass not here I" 
so mnch nsed in the Pnnjab. The British have deetroyed 
in their poBBessionB the originaUty of Asiatic tnanners, 
beyond the domestic circle of each indiTidual.' They 
have no longer any pictnresqne feature, but are Tery 
convenient for nse. 

I gave the stones of the Himalaya a great proof of 
attachment, in leaving Runjeet Sing on their account 
three days before his interview with the Govemor- 
generaL We Indians, who do not think less of this 
interview than of that between Napoleon and Alexander 
on the Niemen, hacy that youf papers wiU be greedy 
of the details with which those of Calcutta will anpply 
them; as if the people at Paris cared about the Sntledge, 
Rooper, Rnnjeet Siog, or LordW. Beotinck, 

In orderthat, when you are ministerfor foreign afbirs, 
you may be tolerably well acquainted with these matters, 
take a map of India and look quite at the top of it tor 
the Satledge, where it leaves the mountains. If the map 
is at all minute in its details, yon will find on the left 
bank of that river, Rooper, Roopnr, Rupar, Roponr, or 
Ropnr. 

In general, you may consider as belonging to the 
British, all the country on the left bank of the Sutledge, 
and lower down of the Indus, after the former river 
has flowed into it. 

This is a had line of military defence. 

The Indus, on the contrary, especially in the middle 
part of its course, between Attock and Dehra Ghazi 
Khan, would be an excellent one. 

The Russians might present themselves before it in 
strong force, almost without meeting any obstacle on 
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their route- They would march at their ease thnjogfa 
Pereift ; whilst Afgrhanistan, which for the last twenty 
years has been divided into a mnltitade of little inde- 
pendent and extremely weak ptincipalitiea, would be 
unable to arrest their pro^ss for a single day. It i^ 
moreover, beyond all doubt that the Afghans would 
tptfntaueously increase the numbers of any briny march- 
ing to the conquest of India. To plunder India, was 
the former trade of the Afghans, the road to which they 
wonld joyfully resume. 

Instructions have, therefore, come hither from the 
Honourable Court of Directors to gain by treaty with 
the Ameers of Sind and Runjeet Sing, the navigation 
of the Indus, in order to bring British troope by steam 
from Bombay, in case of any hostile demonatrations in 
Persia on the part of Russians. 

The Ameers of Sind are the lords of Tatto, Hyder&> 
bad, and other places in the viditity of the month of 
the Indus. They have been independent ever since 
the dissolution of the A^han empire. For these twenty 
years past, Runjeet Sing has been coveting their country, 
and would long ago have seized it, had he not dreaded 
the displeasure of the British. 

The Ameers have just been informed that if they do 
not afford every facility and protection to the commer- 
cial and military navigation of the British on the InduS) 
they will be left to Runjeet Sing's tender mercies. 
They have lost no time in replying that they are the 
snbmissive slaves of the old lady of London, and that 
it wiU be their pleasure as well as their duty to establish 
dock-yards' for British steam-vessels, on the banks of 
their river. 
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In the event of a threat from HatsU, the BritiBh 
would go up the river and take op a position on ite left 
bank, consequently iu Runjeet Sing's dominione. 

The intemew at Roaper was no doubt intended to 
cement more strongly the union of the two powers, 
flatter Rnnjeet's vanity with the attentions shown him 
by the old lady's pro-tempore husband, and indnce him 
to form a defensive alliance with her against any indis- 
aeet adversary coming from the North or from the 
West. 

Thii time, many good hard lacs of rupees were 
expended without advancing the business one jot. 

Runjeet will promise, sign, and swear all that is 
asked of him ; and when the Russians come, if they 
ever do, which I do not think will happen very soon, 
he will consider himself quite as free to act according to 
his fancy, as we approved of his Catholic Majesty's 
doing after the taking of Cadiz by the hero of the 
Trocadero. 

If he thinks that by aiding tbe Rnssiane they will 
succeed in dislodging the British from India, he will 
most certainly assist them, being well persuaded that 
these new comers will not be able to maintain their 
conquest, and that then his own turn will arrive to 
attempt gaining possession of India. He m already 
rather old and infirm to accomplish snch a prefect; but 
if htii a score of years elapse before he commences it, 
he will surely fiiil. 

If Runjeet were sincerely allied to the British, he 
would deprive the Russians of every chance of sncceas. 
The foUy of the cabinet at Calcutta consists in their 
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imAgiDiDg that there are diplomatic meaas of secaring 
the Sikh Monarch's fidelit}'. 

The Goremor-^neral gave bim splendid fStes, whidi 
Ronjeet returned with no less magnificence. The Bom- 
bay and Calcutta newspapers for the last month speak 
of nothings else. This wretched trifling is transcendant 
policy with them. No style is noble enongh for tbe 
recital of these thing:s. The joumalistB thus find it 
impossible to depict the Sikh Prince with his most 
characteristic features. Not one of these papers, for 
instance, has dared to state that, on his second visit to 
Lord William Bentincfc, Runjeet gravely committed a- 
Tuiwanee in a corner of the superb tent, in which he 
happened to be ivith Lord William and his whole court.: 

The backs of my camels are one continued wound, 
my bollocks are lame, and I shall be clerer if with suck 
an equipt^e I can breakfast the day after to-morrow at 
Delhi. I long to arrive there ; for I have every reason 
to hope that I shall there find two packets of letters 
from Fiance; and the last I received are dated in 
March, 

Write and tell me all that has happened to every one 
of our friends since the month of July 1630. Give me 
also some news of the literary world, if it has not been 
entirely swallowed up by politics. Is M. Gerard still 
first painter to tbe King F Who is that M. Cavaignac, 
wbom I never heard of, and who without saying, "get 
out of the way I" made such a splendid speech iu the 
Conr Royale? What is become of the Schefiers, the 
Thierrys, the Globites and the Globulars, the Baron de 
Saint Lazare, the Baron de Stendhal, and a lair lady 
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whom yon told me I frightened dreadfoUy one very 
niny morning ? 

WritB) my dear iriend, irith yoor largest pen, on the 
strongeat paper, for John Bull pays postage, and, as you 
see, I do not stint myself in quantity. 

I should like to increase this packet with a couple of 
pages for Madame M6im^ : but I bare been gossiping 
too much with you, I must therefore retura to my 
work. Tell her, howerer, that from the substantive 
mahogany, we hare in India derived the rerb mahoga- 
nite, which not only expresses the alteration of com- 
plexion, bnt also the radical mummification of the 
person ; and assure her that in spite of my three years' 
service under the rays of a tropical sun, I am not very 
much mahoganised. If 1 were to go to London I should 
stand no chance of being admitted into the Oriental 
clnb, my complexion is bo ftesh-coloured. 

P. S. Notwithstanding this fresh colour of which I 
here boast, I think the following a very decent proof of 
mahoganisation. Four days ago I was at Kumal, a 
great British mihtary station on the Sikh frontier. I 
alighted at the bouse of a young officer of luj acquaint- 
ance, whose regiment was to give a ball, next day, to 
the whole station, I was pressed to stay fonr-asd- 
twenty hours, I was promised that I should see some 
very pretty girls at the ball. Now it is nearly two 
months since I saw a European female, and yet I con- 
tinued my course, and refnsed to heave to. I should 
say at once of the prettiest English face at the ball, 
" what does it prove ? '' 

Adieu my dear friend, I embrace you heartily* 
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TO CAPTAIN NARJOT, OF THE ENGINEERS, BREST. 

Dtlhi, December 22nd 1831. 
PRELIHIKARY NOTICE. 

When you are Commander-in-chief, with a poor 
devil of a secretary, and a few aides-de-camp, whom, 
hyway of pastime, you may amnse yourself with 
diiving mad during wet weather, — then, my good 
friend, you will be at liberty to write as illegibly as 
you please. But bo long as you remain a simple Captain 
of engineers, with the mere appendages of that rank 
— and, what is still worse, so long as you remain, what, 
alas ! you appear insensibly to have become, a down- 
right plebeian — cross your t's and dot your i's in a plain 
citizen-like manner: your hieroglyphics have put me 
in a perfect fever during a whole hour. In future, 
write in well-formed Roman characters. 

With regard to matter, you say so much, my good 
friend, in your two yards of pothooks of last June, and 
I have BO little time to devote to you to-day, that I 
must content myself with acknowledging the receipt of 
your delightful tetter. Why do you not give me the 
same treat every three months? Your epistles now 
run' no ehanceof miscarriage, except indeed by ship- 
wreck, which, however, is scarcely heard of since the 
revolution, except in novels. Sea voyages are per- 
formed with so much safety, that of eight-and-twenty 
packets which my family have forwarded to me, only 
one has been lost; and I have ascertained how that 
happened. It was in the depths of the Ganges tliat 
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Siii misfortvute occurred, t<^tlier with thirty Arab 
horses, and a du« proportion of Christians and faithful 
— I mean MiissulmauiiB. This occurred two years ago. 
Besides this, ^u see that it is bnt a six months' trip 
from Brest to Delhi. 

Ob my return to the latter city, a few days ago, I 
found, with your letter, about fifty others, the greater 
part of which require answers, and some so urgently, 
thxt I must obey the calL I shall therefore be brief, if 
indeed it is possible for me to be so. Should I then 
spin out my letter do not thank me, for I solemnly 
assure you, that it will be contrary to my intention. 
As Liord W. Bentinck, whom I have been fortunate 
enough to meet again here, hul sent me the French 
papers of June and July previously to my receiving 
toy letters from .the post-oGBce, and as I had also read 
the English papers up to the 8th of August, your po- 
litical intelligence came rather late. Nevertheless, for 
Brest politics, that is to say, coming from the world's 
end (finisterre, or ^is terra'), it is so good, that I de- 
rived both entertainment and iostniction from it. I 
experienced a great deal of difficulty in making out 
your abridged formula for HenrigvingttUts, which, dur- 
ing two days, I read QuinquinUtt, without feeling much 
wonder at it, considering the age of folly in which we 
live- I mistook these Quinquinists for some political 
society or club, or association composed of young phy- 
sicians or apothecaries, who had succeeded in becoming 
an authority. Qninquinist is not bad, but Henri- 
qainquist is excellent. Whenever my stupid Indian 
trttendants make a more than usually gross blunder, I 
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will call tfaem Henriquinqnuts. ItwillhBre a prodigi- 
ously good effect. I du not recollect at what time I 
wrote to ^oQ last, but it muat be long ag'O. 

I shall brin^ home with me a cargo of Casbmeer 
abawls, enongb to make every husband tremble. Dur- 
ing eight months I bare been a man of great conse- 
quence, Yery ricb, very magnificent, very benerolent, 
and consequently as poor now as before I began this 
singular junmey. I hare sometimes been a prisoner, 
frequently a diplomatist, and a warrior as seldom as 
possible ; for in spite of the strong escort with which 
my good friend Bunjeet supplied me from his own 
body guard, I hare seldom found myself the strongest 
either on suspicions occasions or in hostile encounters. 
But I shine the most in politics. I shall be made 
a diplomatist of one of these days- Our men of 
talent would sometimes hare been embarrassed in my 
situation. These extensive regions are closed against 
the cnriosity of Europeans by the not injudicious jealousy 
of their rulers. Hitherto, every thing has gone on welt 
for me : here I am, returned safe and sound, and, I as-* 
sure you, quite alive, from Cashmeer, whera the monn- 
tain range is not so high, the valley not so picturesque, 
the women not so beautiful, nor the men such knaves 
as people assert. My portfolio is filled with letters 
from Kings. The successor of Porus wrote to me 
every week. I sent him from the mountains very 
sorry dissertations upon natural philosophy, in order to 
satisfy him ; — it was such science as Seneca displayed 
in his quastionet naturalet. But the King of Lahore 
is a better judge of horses, swords, and matchlocks than 
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of the sciences of Europe, and my Persian dissertations 
npOQ the four elements were fortunate enough to please 

A six monthB' residence among the MohammedsnB 
and Hindoos, has rendered me very tolerant. Religion 
is the javourite topic of converBation among the ia- 
habitoats of the East. It was oar usual theme in the 
stem-cabin, or rather nnder the awning of my gondola, 
when I used to invite some tashionable long-beards to 
accompany me in my excursions on the lake of Cash- 
meer, during the hot summer eTenJogs, in order to 
breathe the cool air. I have learnt to speak only in 
terms of respect of My liord Mohammed, because the 
prophet received the same distinction from Mussnlmaun 
^estB, who invariably gave him the title of Excellency. 
If ever I become a devotee, I shall certainly turn Turk. 
There is only one thing that can be made a subject of 
teproach to the religion of Mohammed : the principle 
which condemns the female sex to a state of abjection. 
A respectable woman cannot, without incurring sbame, 
leam to read and write, to dance or to sing. These 
talents and accomplisbments are considered disreput' 
able, and are the exclusive attributes of courtesans, 
who, according to the custom of this sect, are alone 
allowed the privilege of pleasing. 

The consequence of this custom (which indeed ex- 
tends over the whole of the East, from China to Con- 
stantinople) is the dissipation of married men, the cold- 
ness of domestic affection, and the description of love 
prevalent among the ancient Greeks and ■Romans. 

I am occupied here in getting all the collections 
wbi<^ I hare made since my arrival in India, shipped 



,,tiootjk 



238 A JOURNEY IH INDIA, TIBET, 



and sent down the Jumna. I hope to B«e them, in a 
week, properly encased in tin, and in a double corer of 
the driest and hardest wood, ready to proceed on their 
jonmej. I shall then bid an eternal adien to the im- 
perial city, and take the road to Bombay. I have now- 
done with the scenes of snow, ice, and desolation in the 
Himalaya. I experienced a heaviness of heart on 
losing sight of those mountains where I had spent two 
years of my life, and which I shall never see again. 

New scenes await me during the remainder of my 
journey — scenes of tropical climes. I shall travel by 
land as far ae I can. From Cape Comorin I shall return 
to the North by the plains of Mysore and the blue 
monntains, the highest of the Ghauts. I shall there 
spend the summer of 18S3, and then think of returning 
to Europe, though not throngh Persia. The politics 
of Europe preclude the possibility of my adopting that 
route ; besides, it would destroy the character of my 
jonmey. I prefer remaining entirely Indian. Adieu, 
my good iriend. I embrace you. 



TO M. TICTOR DE TRACT, PARIS. 

DelM, Dumber "iTad 133 1. 

Colonel Faoan, who has been a protecting divinity 
to me in India, is about to quit this country for ever, 
and return to Europe. As he will probably take up his 
residence in France, he has requested me to introduce 
him to some of my friends. It is with you that I in- 
tend to begin the circle of epistolary visits which I 
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shall mftke for him and with him. Colonel Fa^an, who 
is of Irish origin, vaa brongpht np in France. At an 
early igo he entered the India Company's Berrice, and 
was in the expedition that the British sent against us 
from Bombay to Egypt, and which arrived after onr 
capitolation. He there became acquainted with M. de 
la Fosse, with whom he returned to France, where he 
remained a conple of years, during which he contracted 
the intimate friendship which now connects bim with 
M. de la Fosse. Since that period Colonel Fag^n has 
twice revisited France. This gentleman is an officer of 
tbe highest distinction. He has fnr many years been 
Adjotant-general of the Indian army, which is in Jact 
the chief command, for the nominal Commander-in-chief 
is an English lord, who remains here four years only, 
and then returns to Europe, without understanding a 
word of the language, or baring tbe slightest know- 
ledge of the very peculiar manners of tbe army which 
he comEpands. Colonel Fagaa commands tbe nnirersal 
regret, esteem, respect, and affection of tbe army. I 
became acquainted with bim through the introduction 
of M. de la Fosse, and he has proved of tbe greatest 
service to me. There is not a military station in India 
at which he has not some friend; and at these places 
I am always sure of finding the most generous hos- 
pitality. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Colonel Fagan only for 
a short time at Calcutta ; but our friendship was quickly 
formed, -and since that period onr correspondence bas 
rendered us still more intimate. His manners and 
habits are noble, serious, and elegant. His opinions 
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upOD the great qUestiooB of tbe moral world are the 
same as ours. 

I have given him a letter for your fitther : pray intro- 
duce him. Colonel Fagaa cannot but be proud to know 
M. de Tracy, and your father will, I am convinced, 
derive ^eat pleasure from an acquaintance with eo dis- 
tio^sbed a character. Pray, my good friend, intro- 
duce him to your sisters and brothers-in-law. Is it 
necessary to beg of yon to present him first to Madame 
Victor ? 

Adieu. It is a friend I recommend to you; I trust 
that on my return to France I shall find him as much 
yours as he is mine. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACftUEMONT, PARIS. 

Delhi, D$cembeT 33r<f 1S31. 
YouE letter, marked Y, is extremely brief; the 
Atmuaire for 1831 arrived at the same time, after a 
lapse of eleven months. I do not know whither it has 
been travelling all this while : certainly not in India, for 
I have become one of the most easy of individnab to 
find, though at the same time the least sedentary of its 
inhabitants. Yon recommend me, on my return home, 
to beware of the foreign powers. Everything is settled 
on that score, as I have decided npon returning by sea. 
There are indeed examples of Englishmen having been 
intercepted in Persia by the Rnssians, and sent to 
Siberia, there to spend the remainder of their lives in 
skating. These atrocities have lately transpired, and I 
presume have led to energetic remonstrances from the 
British goverument. 
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Whenever you see my father secretly preoccupied 
with some thought which diatorbe his quiet, try, my 
dear brother, to reason with him on the subject. At 
twenty we see things under the most glowing colours ; 
at your age, we see them as they are; but at our 
&ther'a time of life they represent themselves even 
tnore gloomily than they are in reality. Thoughts of 
what is to come sometimes absorb his mind ; in that case 
reason quietly with him about the chances of the fnture. 
If you must quit him to join the army, show him the 
probability of a speedy termination of the war, and the 
certainty of your attaining high rank. As he advances 
in yesrs, he concentrates all his affections in bis chil- 
dren, sod I am convinced that the thought of seeing us 
again happy, wonld make him support his solitude with 
resignation. During the months of May and June he 
thought that I was at Lahore, and he received with 
hvely satisfaction every communication tending to prove 
that I was out of the British possessions. The suppo- 
sition that alter having visited the Punjab and Cash- 
meer, I should return to India, and continue my travels 
as I had commenced them, caused him considerable 
pleasure. All my letters since that period must have 
proved very satisfiictory to him. The happiness I expe- 
rienced during my journey was greatly heightened by 
the thought that he shared in it. I trust that, ou my 
return, my future fate will be settled in such a manner 
that I shall no longer be a cause of anxiety to him. 

Although the subject has much occupied my mind, 
I have not yet decided upon the form I shall adopt in 
the different things I intend to publish. I trust never- 
theless I shall be able to extract from the very consider- 
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able mass of manuscripts which I sball brio^ with me, 
an instractive work, and at the same time one of general 
interest. 

Apropos of the new organisation of artillery yoit 
speak of: — I must inform you that in the Indian annj^ 
the foot artillery is drawn by bullocks ; hut they are of 
a particular race, rery large and active, at least for 
bullocks. The horse artillery, in speaking of the others, 
nerer call them foot artillery, but bullock artillery, which 
appellation is horror and abomination to the latter. 

What do yoti meanly your fears that any indiscreet 
communication of the letters I write, might awoken sus- 
picions in the British, whose guest I am, concerning the 
real natnre of my travels, and my intention of rtsiting 
India with the most minute research P This absurdity 
is most monstrous ; it exceeds all belief. I entirely be* 
long to the country. I am upon terms of &railiarity 
with the almost all of the civil officers. It is they 
in general who receice me, because they rauk the 
highest, and are of the greatest importance to me. 
There is never any Monsieur or Sir between ns. It is 
" my dear Maddock," " my dear Wade," "mydear Ken- 
nedy," &c., on one band, and " my dear Jacqnemont'' 
on the other. At the Governor-general's I am cod< 
sidered one of the family, and consequently relieved 
from the restr^nt of etiquette to which others are sub- 
jected. A secret agent ! It is perfectly well understood 
by all my English friends that I shall gather other 
information from my travels than that relating to 
natural history, after I have emptied my bag of stones, 
and analysed my trusses of plants 1 Why, here, at the 
Resident's table, between whom and myself the dif- 
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ier^cA of a^ precttides Terjr femilittr intercoune, ia 
jioa think ib»t I fe&r to speak about the policy, the 
financial and judicial administration of Northern In- 
dis, of which he is Viceroy P It is almost always the 
theme of couvereation, and I am myself the promoter of 
it. Whenever I cannot perfectly understand some 
point of statistics, and feel vexed at my ignorance, I 
instantly write to the minister of state, and beg of him 
to make the necessary inquiries and calculations in hig 
department, to ascertain what I want to know. A secret: 
Etgent indeed I Could that appellation, think you, be 
applied to me? Id truth, the supposition is the height 
of absurdity. Everybody in India knows who I am. I. 
have concealed nothing, and have found people almost 
everywhere who inspired me with sufBcient confidence 
to make them acq^nainted with my situation in the most 
precise manner. It is perfectly well known that I 
jarrived here with a salary of six thousand francs a year: 
I at once boldly owned it ; and that it was afterwards 
taised to eight thousand, and ultimately to twelve thou- 
sand. I make no secret of what I have received from 
RnDJeet. In short, my dear brother, as I play atv 
honest part, I do it in a straightforward manner. I havft 
adopted an open and candid line of conduct with Runjeet 
— the most suspicious, false, and deceitful of Asiatic 
princes, and I believe that Runjeet himself wonld laugh 
at any one who should insinuate to him that the stones 
and plants of his mountains were only a pretence for 
investigating the rest. If ever, my dear Forphyre, they 
speak to you about my being a secret agent, you may 
boldly assert that there never was a stranger in India 
who enjoyed such testimonies of respect as those which 
r2 
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I everywhere and continually receire. It will not be a 
very modeBt assertion, but it is proper that the truth 
eboDld be known. 

Thongh mneh Airther from Great Britain than yon 
are, I am in reality much mora &TOnr&b]y sitoated for 
judging of the future prospects of that country, by the 
occBaional opportunity I have of reading its public jotif 
nals, and by my acquaintance with many of its natives. 
I consider the prospects of Great Britun to be tmty 
alarming. I am persuaded that if the Peers are mad 
enough to throw out -the reform bill proposed by the 
Commons, the present ministry will either make a cot^ 
ttiUU with the liberal party, or else resign, sod then a 
sanguinary revolution must be the consequence. The 
crisis will be a fearful one, because there does not exist 
a country in Europe where the inequalities of the 
social order offer more fidghtful contrasts. The mother 
country does not extend that solicitude to her Indian 
possessions which tbey deserve. 

FarewelL 1 am dying with &tigne. Yesterday the 
engineers of the garrison of Delhi gave a ball to the still 
remaining red-coats and black-coats. 1 was obliged to 
show there my long, di^k, and anything but dancing 
&ce ; and the mistakes which occurred among the car- 
nages, palanquins, and horses, kept me upon a sharp 
trot the greater part of the night. I did not get to bed 
till three o'clock in the morning, and such late hours da 
not at all snit me. Adieu, my dear and excellent 
brother. I love and embrace you from the bottom f£ 
my heart 

January VHh 1832. 

My boxes are not yet ready, which is a great bore. 
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Ab there we * Dumber of TSsseU alvrays aailiDg froiu 
Calcutta for Havre and Bordeaux, I shall write again. 
There is nothing new. I work very hard, and toy 
health is Tery good. Yours most affectionately. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT, SENIOR, PARIS. 

Delhi, Dea«iier26th 1831. 

My dear Father, — Your notions on the politics of 
India amuse me greatly. Your quotations, made from 
memory, and borrowed from M. de Marl^, about the 
life of Runjeet Sing, are truly delightful. But is it 
decorous for a eon to speak thus to his father? Yon 
will, I am sure, forgive me this liberty, now that by my ^ 
letters from the Punjab and Cashmeer, you oaght to be 
better infonned respecting the state of the Ultra- 
Sutledge and the &llibility of your oracle M. deMarl^. 
I postesB all the materials requisite for a history of the 
Punjab for the last fifty yesrs, bat it would not interest 
aaj body. The biography of Runjeet Sing would per- 
haps be amusing; but it is replete with events which 
could not be written in the vulgar tongue, and must, 
therefore, be inserted in Latin notes. In spite of every- 
thing that is btamable in Runjeet, pray lore him a 
little, be it only for my sake. You were alarmed lest 
he should make me marry, and force me, noUnt voletu, 
to remain with him. I feet pleasure in thinking that 
you must have received, a long time ago, my first letters 
from Lahore, which have destroyed any apprehensions 
on that score. 

But what was that war of Rnnjeet's which made you 
tremble (or my safety ? The R^ah of Belaspore would 
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be highly flattered if he knetr that the tronbles of his 
empire hod caused fan such alarm. If I were to visit 
the Himalaya ngtia, I trnst you would do me the hraoor 
to believe me absolute lord and master at Belaspore. 

I have entirely lost the thread of Eoropean politics, 
and can no longer prophesy as formerly. Did I tell 
you that I predicted the events of July 1630, six montha 
before I knew of them, to a friend at Calcutta, and that 
my letter, which he showed to others, gave me an extra- 
ordinary reputation P Every one now asks me what 
will happen in the Punjab and Cashmeer at the death 
of Runjeet. Tothis I reply, that for the present. Run- 
jeet, notwithstanding bis grey beard and attenoated 
inme, has not the slightest idea of dying; and if they 
insist on having my opinion, 1 shall write my *iegt, 
like Vertot, and mention the chiefs who will wage wa» 
in the plains, and those who will do battle on the moun- 
tains, showing the chances of each. Wade, with whom 
you now are acquainted, will inform me of all tbes? 
things at Paris, wfaenerer they come to pass. 

I arrived on the evening of the I6th, and found here 
Fraser, who I thongbt was on a judicial circuit. He 
informed me that the Governor-general's camp was etilt 
under the walls of Delhi, and that during the night it 
would be transported to Cnttob, on the ruins of ancient 
Delhi, from Irhich it is four leagues distant. 1 conse- 
quently got into this palanquin, and was conveyed to 
Cuttob, where I remained two days with Lord and 
Lady William, with whom I was even more delighted 
than during my residence at Calcutta. It is impos. 
gible to describe the flattering attentions they showed 
PM, and the real friendly feeling they erinced towEurdB 
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Xae. I conversed at great length with Lord William 
Bhout the conotrieB I had visited, and with Lady 
William about Paris and their own journey. So 
numy things had occurred since I had parted iirom them 
ftt Calcutta ! I drank water with great intrepedity, to 
the health of aH those who, according to the custom of 
their nation, saluted me with their glasses : and this feat 
was not a little admired. There were several persona 
of my acquaintBDce in the Governor-general's camp : 
Mr. Toby Prinsep, Secretary of State i General Witting- 
ham, who commands this division; and Mr. Metcalfet 
my first host at Delhi. Lord William marches towards 
Rajpootano. Lord Clare, the new Governor of Bombay, 
comes to meet him : they are intimate acquaintances. 
Lord and Lady William, independently of their verbal 
recommendation, will both give me a letter for that 
nobleman. I am alone in Mr. Fraaer's immense house, 
which is a kind of Gothic fortress, built by himself, at 
an immense exp^ise, upon the very place where Timur 
LengguB pitched his tent when he laid siege to Delhi. 
My host is at the camp with the Governor-general, 
whom he accompanies to the limits of his jurisdic- 
tion. I am busy the whole day, undisturbed by any 
noise, except that of the workmen packing up my 
collections, and am perfectly free from restraint. In 
the evening, when the weather b fine, I mount my 
horse ; and if rainy, I take my palanquin and repair to 
the town, where I always dine with the Resident. This 
gentleman has a cultivated mind and an acute UBder- 
atanding : his habits are retiring, but his conversation is 
more varied and pleasing than that of most of his coun- 
trymen, Mr. Maddock was staying with him ; and, to 
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make up four penoos, a young 'diplomatist, fall of wit 
and GpiritR, never faih to diae with his patroB. 

The Resident at Delhi receives fire thousand rupees 
per month (or thirteen thousand Irenes), for table 
money. Aa be seldom has more than five or six per-" 
sons at dinner, and feels himself consdentionslj bound to 
expend this extra allowance upon the object for which 
it is given, you may easily imagine that the dinners I 
have at his house do not mnch resemble my ambnlatory 
meals. I, however, completely edify our little society by 
mv stoical abstemiousness. At ten o'clock we wouM wish 
Mr. Martin (the Resident) gooA uig-ht, and with Mad- 
dock and Bell (the lively and witty assistant diplomatist 
I have jnst mentioned), retire to the apartment of the 
latter, where, round a ^od fire, we talked till midnight. 
There was no inducement to go to bed, so cheerfully did 
we three spend the time together. Besides, they would 
not let me quit them so easily. When, however, the 
time came, I lighted an excellent Havannah cigar, and 
folding my Casbmeer morning gown round my limbs, 
mounted my horse, and, preceded by two men, who run 
before me with torches in their bands, a short gallop 
soon brought me to Eraser's fortress. Last night, 1 
returned home with a heavy heart; I bad shaken 
bands for the last time with Mr. Maddock. He departed* 
this morning for his new kingdom of Kbatmandoo, and 
before setting out from Delhi, be wrote me a &reweU 
letter which has affected me mnch. If, instead of pro- 
ceeding to Bombay and to the Ghauts, I took it into, 
my head to go to the fiirther end of the Himalaya in 
Nepanl, what assistance should I not find in Kbat- 
mandoo ? . . J 
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Yon say in one of your letters that since the British 
are so amiable towards me, they must be rery different 
ID India to vbat they are at home. There may be 
aometbing in that, especially among those who inhabit 
the superior provinces — North of Benares : bat I assnnie 
to myself the greatest part of the merit of this kind of 
miracle. 

Yon also state, that yon are greatly satisfied with 
Frederic's opinion of my English, which he says is per* 
feet, and the language of good society. have at pre- 
sent too good a knowledge of that language to accept 
of his fraternal compliments. I hare remained during 
my stay among this foreign nation too completely 
French— I have retained too mnch of the individnality 
of my own character in my turn of thought, not to 
betray instantly, by my language, my foreign nationality.' 
It sometimes vexes me, but I more frequently rejoice 
at it. My English is English apart, which from not 
being perfect is not the less good. You mnst forgive 
my impertinence. I have left off writing in English to 
Frederic as well as to Zoe, who has also forbidden me 
to write in that language, on account of the gou, which 
alone can be used in English. Zoe, however, in her 
re[»imand, has hazarded a few words in the tangnage 
she condemns. Tell her I did not find one single word 
wrong; she appears to me to understand it already 
perfectly well. 

Yon will observe, that I write by fits and starts. 

I cannot conceive bow the London papers could assert 
as yon state they did, that Lord William Bentinck had 
arrested the Commander-in-chief. The General in com- 
mand was Lord Combennere when I. arrived in India) 
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at present the army ii under Lord Dalhousifi, who, ftfter 
two years of service and ill-health) is goiag to resign 
the command to Sir Edward Barnes, ex-Govemor of 
Ceylon. The Goyemors of Madras and Bombay are not, 
by right, BO absolute as you imagine. Tbe Goremot 
pf Calcutta has the power-of arresting both just as he 
might any other European ; but for these last thirty 
years there have been only two or three instances of 
arrest of Europeans. The one which created the great* 
est sensatioii was that of a Mr. Buckingham, tbe editor 
of B Calcutta paper, who was politely requested by an 
acting functioDary at Calcutta, to leave the country, 
the peace of which he was endangering by his violent 
incendiary declarations. This Buckingham, who is a 
man of talent, is now in London prencbing a cmsade 
against the Company's government ; but he does not 
command great respect. Lord William has hitherto 
arrested nobody, for which I decidedly blame him. The 
number of civil and military British officeis in tbe whole 
of India amount to six thousand. The European army 
consists only of twenty thousand men — that is all. It 
is evident therefore that it is not by physical force that 
we keep under the immense population of those vast 
regions. The principle of our power is elsewhere: it is 
in the respect with which our character inspires these 
nations. 

A European of degraded morals ought immediately 
to be arrested and sent to Europe. Such a man does 
more injury to the European character, and tothefdture 
prospects of the British power in India, than a, formi- 
dable insurrection could do. At Calcutta, where there 
are so many Europeans of every class, the lowest Ben- 
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galee burgiher keeps bis sboei on at the Governor' 
general's 1 1 At Delhi, the greatest Mogul lord takes off 
his in the presence of even a British eosi^. 

Runjeet Sing-, a monarch absolutely independent, and 
possessing the greatest power in Asia after the British, 
always received me barefooted. If, in the Punjab, any 
native lord whatever had presented himself at my resi- 
dence without leaving his shoes at the door, I would 
not have received him, but have written instantly to 
Runjeet to demand satisfaction for the insult. The idea^ 
however, of so enormons an offence could have entered 
no one's head. 

At Calcutta, the Indians every day see European 
sailors led away drunk by Indian police soldiers. They 
Hkewise see Europeans stand as culprits at the bar of 
the criminal court. There the powerful illusion at* 
titched to the name of a European is dispelled. In the 
whole of the Delta of the Ganges, which for the most 
part is cultivated by indigo planters, either British or 
half-caste — an opulent class of men, but violent and 
gross in their habits — the spell is also broken. In no 
other part is the European population so numerous 
in proportion to the natives ; no where are the latter 
so timid as here; and yet there is no province where 
Buropeans are less respected. 

My excellent fnend M. Allard writes to me from 
time to time. Since my departure from the Punjab, 
Runjeet Sing has presented Mirza Hede, my Persian 
secretary of Cashmeer, with twelve hundred francs, and 
a pension of one thousand francs. On dismissing him 
at BeUspore I gave him a farewell letter to the Maha- 
rajah. Poor Mirza writes me this in the orerflowinf 
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of his heart, and promiies me that himBelf, hia mother, 
hU brothers, and all his famil]' will offer np their prayers 
fiH- my happiness during the rest of their lives. This 
reaUj has affected me. Allard has received a very kind 
letter from Lord William ; he despatched it to me in 
order to translate it. With the translation I sent him a 
hittery ticket, which I wrote for to Calcutta, and which 
may make him gain a hundred and sixty thousand ru- 
pees, if it BO please the blind goddess. This is a present 
of three hundred francs. I r^^et much that my want 
of means prevents me from testifying my gratitude in 
any better manner for the ianumerable obligations I am 
under towards this excellent man. 

Jaypoor, Ajmeer, Nusserabad, Indore, Auinngabad, 
and Poonah, are the most remarkable places on the 
road nbicb I shall follow from hence to Bombay. 

I shall proceed first to the country of the Rajpoots, 
then to that of the Nizam, then to that of the Mah- 
rattas. Jaypoor was not quiet last year ; but order has 
been restored. I know the resident at Ajmeer; further, 
his diplomatic aide-de-camp is the son of Colonel Fagan. 
A son-in-law of the latter commands a considerable 
body of troops near Ajmeer, and so on to Bombay. 
As, however, these British outposts are at a great dis- 
tance from each other, in the West of India, yon must 
not be nneasy if my letters reach you only at long 
intervals. 

It appears that I forgot last year to relate to you my 
visit to the Begum (the Persian for princess) Sumro, at 
Serdhana, near Meerut. You must know, then, that 
Colonel Arnold introduced me to her Highness one 
gunday. morning in the mouth of December last, whila 
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I was Bt Meemt with him. I break&Bted and ditted 
with this old witch, and was even gallant enough to kiss 
her hand. Like a true John Boll, I had the honour of 
drinking wine with her at dinner. On my retnrn to 
Meemt, on the folloiring day, I received an invitation 
to dine with her on Christmas day. She tnoBt be a 
hundred years old. She is bent in double, and her face is 
shrivelled like dried raisins ; she is, in £ne, a sort of 
walking mummy, who still looks after all her affairs 
herself, listens to two or three secretaries at once, and 
dictates at the same time to as many others. Only fonr 
years ago, she had some of her ministers and disgi'&ced 
courtiers tied to the cannon's mouth, and fired off like 
■hot. It is related of her, and the story is true, that 
■bout sixty or eighty years ago, she ordered that a youn^ 
female slave of whom she was jealous, should be buried 
■live, and she gave her husband a nantch (a ball) upon 
this horrible tomb. Her two European husbands met 
with violent deaths. She was, however, as valiant as 
she was cmeL Some Italian monks have now gained 
possession of her mind, and inspired her with a tre- 
mendons fear of the deviL She has built a beautiful 
Catholic church at Serdhana, and a few days ago she 
wrote to the Govemment to request that, at her death, 
a portion of her domains may remain attached to the 
church to meet the expense of its service. She has 
addressed the Pope, asking to have a Bishop at Serd- 
hana. However, she is not yet in her dotage. 

Of the sixteen lacs of rupees which compose her 
revenue, she every year buries four in her gardens. 
These she might now give to whom she pleased, but at 
her death they will belong to the British Government, 
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Runjeet has also, within a few years, been seized witH 
the mania of burying his muuey, and since this fit has 
come upon him, there are no bounds to bis avarice. 

My friends, the diplomatists of Delhi, wished to pro^ 
icnre for me, from the Emperor, some splendid title: 
for instance, the pillar of science, the light of posterity, 
the sword of the state, high and mighty lotd, &c. &c. ; 
but the imperial chancery is worse than the commission 
of the seal. It spins out a dreadfully long account 
against those whom the Great Mogul honours with 
titles; so that I have given up all thoughts of the 
joke, and continue to live upon my Pnnjabee titles, 
which are not indeed standard ones, as you are no doubt 
ttware that Rnnjeet is a soldier of fortune — in othev 
words, a usurper- 
Poor J ussieu, in his last letter, informed me that his 
wife was in the ftuuily way, and that he hoped to hare 
a boy. I bad begun a letter of congratulation to him 
at Subfaatoo, which fortunately is still in my portfoho, 
so that I can destroy it. With his quiet and retiring 
habits, and the domestic tastes of bis &mily, Jussiea 
must have severely felt the loss of bis wife. 

As 1 am determined to be amiable for once, I shall 
address a few lines to Madlle. Duvancel, There is 
more gallantry in this than is nsnal with me ; for, liv- 
ing, as I do, secluded from female society, I become 
d^y more bearish than even I used to be, and I always 
had a terrible incUnation to be so. With increasing 
years, I have corrected myself of a few of my defects, 
but I am sadly afraid I shall carry this one to the 
grave. 

We have a very extraordinary winter for thiscountry. 



LAHORE AND CASBMEBR. iBH 

The weather is rainy and windy, and yet not cold. It 
is fortunate that this had weather takes place while X 
am stationary ; for when rain falls during a march, it 
is most distressing: the tents become en ormoasly heavy, 
the camels which carry them, slip upon the wet ground 
at almost every step, — and their thighs, veiy badljr 
articnlated in their sockets, are easily put out of joint, 
and frequently cannot be reset. The bullock- wagons, 
which carry the heavy baggage, sink into the mud. AU 
the attendants, bullock-drivers, camel-drivers, and sol- 
diers, look downcast and dispirited ; they become deaf 
and dumb, and half paralysed. Thus, all is not pleasure 
in a wandering life. 

In spite of these drawbacks, the traveller ultimately 
ends his journey, it is true, but always late, wet to the 
skin, and not e:xactly certain of finding a shelter, or 
much to eat. At all events, he arrives, resumes bis 
toilsome labour next day, and by dint of persevering in 
this way, you will see roe, my dear £ither, in the course 
of about thirty months, arrive in your fourth story, or 
third story, above the entresol, to use the expression 
employed by landlords. 

Jamiarj/ lOth. 

One more word of adieu ! I am still detained here by 
ray workmen, and by a variety of trifling domestic 
details tedious to settle. I shall be as poor at Bombay 
with my twelve thousand francs, as I was during ray resi- 
dence at Calcutta with my primitive ration of six thou- 
sand; for everything there is exactly twice as dear as 
in Bengal, 

In the Ganges there are half a dozen French vessels 
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about to eeil. Each of them will bring you a packet 
from me. 
I embrace you with all my heart. 

FebnuTg \Slh. 

My dear Father, — I intended setting ont to-day after 
lireaktast, bnt luckily discovered that the casks which 
have been made for me at a very great expense, and 
filled with essence of turpentine to preserve the £sh, 
leaked considerably. My caravan was already on the 
move. It waa a kind of rehearsal of departure ; but I 
trust it will be the last, and that this subtle fluid, which 
is almost on a par with your " Essences," will be duly 
imprisoned in copper vessels. This is a deuse of a 
thing 1 In the dreadful confusion of my table, it is 
impossible to write you a word more. . 

I shall certainly see Lord William again at Jaypoor, 
or between Jaypoor and Alwur, Adieu ! I embrace you 
with all my heart, and Porphyre, and also Frederic, if he 
is still with you. 



TO M. VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS. 

I>tlhi,Jmumynikn32. 
Mt nBAR Friend, — On my arrival in this town, I 
found what I expected — a long: letter from you. In 
recalling its date to your memory, I ehall perhaps 
remind you also of the matters which it contained. Its 
date is the 25th of last May, a short time before the 
elections. 
As friendship has led you into a habit of paying 
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me a thousand complimeDts which I do not deserve, I 
bIieJI, in return, be^a my letter with a little act of 
humility. Many a man who ie amiable and witty in 
tete-a-tete, is quite at a loss when a third party ha;ipens 
to come in. With regard to myself, 1 cannot feel 
at ease, and acquire confidence in myself, — nor have I 
any facility in expressing my ideas, except in the pre- 
sence of those whose kindnesa and good-will I know I 
enjoy. I am too expansive, egpeciaJly with my pen, to 
be a general favourite. When the time comes to make 
an author's bow to the public, instead of epistolary 
visits to my friends, it will be a most trying moment 
for me — so much »o, that if I could manage not to give 
my name with my prose I should consider myself very 
fortunate. The ground of that feeling usually termed 
modesty, is nothing in the world but suffering vanity, 
with which is mingled a sort of moral delicacy. Can 
you, without its costing an effort, expose how you think 
and feel, to men whose thoughts and feelings you know 
to be entirely opposed to yours, which they cannot even 
comprehend. 1 have never tried to pourtray scenes of 
nature and human life. I write much as I go along ; 
but my notes are disorderly. It is not sufficient that I 
should make a choice among them ; and before I under- 
take the arrangement and labour they will require, I 
must describe a number of plants and stones, and per- 
haps by that time I shall acquire a &cility of writing 
which I have hitherto been unable to attain. But what 
shall I ever be able to make of the immense cultivated 
plains of India, travelling slowly, as I do, with buUockt 
and camels P 
It is indeed kind of you to talk to me of science, arts 
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and literature. Two friendB, savana by profession, and 
who have nothiog else to do, forward me from time to 
their bolletiss. These are Adrien de Jnssien, and Elie 
de fie&umont ; but they have I believe little taste for the 
arts — at leaet the latter — and they never speak npon the 
subject. It is natural that the Lourre should be 
covered with barricadet at the annual exhibition of 
pictures. In speaking of Scheffer, whose talents I 
esteem, as you do, more than those of any other artist, 
I could have wished you had mentioned whether he still 
wholly confines himself to painting. 

The announcement of the plays at the bottom of the 
Paris papers had already informed me, a long time since) 
that the stage was entirely invaded by Robespierrei 
Murat, Napoleon, and even their very contemporaries, 
though yet living. All this is in very bad taste. In 
placing on the shelf, the Greeks, the Romans, and the 
Marquesses of our old stage, we have not been fortunate 
in the choice of their successors. Are then Delavigne 
and Lamartine entirely dismissed by these lovers of the 
horrible P 

But this is carrying questions and answers too iar. 
At the distance which now separates us, it is better to 
speak only of ourselves. Well then I I arrived here on 
the 16th of last month, just in time to join the Gover- 
nor-general's camp a few leagues distant, as he had not 
long left the imperial city. I spent two delightful Says 
with Lord and Lady William Bentinck, and returned 
here to ship on the Jnmna all my different collections. 
It is a most tedious affair, and takes up much more time 
than I had allotted : thns it will detain me at Delhi a great 
deal longer than I expected. The dreadfiil spring of India 
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will overtake me before I can cross the NerbuHda. 
Others wonld perhaps not dare to undertake bo late in 
tbe season tbe very long journey to Bombay; but my 
excellent constitution and great abstemiousneas alloiv 
me to support with ease the excessive heat of India. 

I feel exceedingly happy in the small circles of ac- 
quaintances, or, to speak more properly, of friends, whom 
I have gained here. My host, the Superintendent of 
the province, enjoys a celebrity which extends a hun- 
dred leagues around. He is a man who, delighting- in 
the emotions of danger, goes to war as an amateur 
whenever there is fighting going on, and never returns 
withoot a few gun-shot wounds. Bot bis humanity is 
such, that in the midst of the many scenes of carnage 
to which his monomania has hurried him, he faai never 
struck a blow with his sword ; — his heart fails when bis 
arm is raised to cut his enemy down. He is half Asiatic 
in bis habits, but in other respects a Scotch higblander, 
and an excellent man, with great originality of thought, 
a metaphysician to boot, and enjoying the best possible 
reputation of a country bear. I bave succeeded in 
taming him, which does not prevent my being looked 
upon by certain persons as being something of a bear 
myself; though with others I pass, and I believe with 
more justice, for a perfectly sociable beii^. Tbe Resi- 
dent is a man of very retiring habits, and perfectly cul- 
tivated mind. In spite of the dissimilarity of our tastes 
and tempers, we agree admirably together, and are fond 
of each other's company. In short, my dear friend, I 
receire on all sides in this country endless marks of 
kindness. 

s2 
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I meet a gtettt man]^ Indians here. They are almost 
all Mosenlmiiuna of Mogul extraction, the wreck of the 
nobility of that court. My hoat is the only officer of 
government, who, to my knowledge, keepa up any social 
relations with the natirea. Last Sunday I paid a few 
visits with him to some of these long-heards. lliis 
politeness and condescension is, I fancy, blamed by the 
other British officers. A few days previously it was the 
anniversary of the nominal accession of the Emperor : 
and the Resident, who on that day owes an annual tri- 
bute of congratulation to this shadow of royal power, 
bad the kindness to take me with him to the durbar. 

Everything is in preparation for my journey to 
Rajpootana. At the fiAb station from hence I shall 
quit the British territories, but shall not be in want of 
British protection with the Rajpoot princes. The 
Resident, whom they look upon as the successor of the 
Great Mog^, their former liege lord, has written to all 
of them, and I rely upon their hospitality. With these 
still independent nations there is no other protection 
than the friendship of their Sovereign. A traveller who 
cannot claim it as his safeguard, is exposed to a thou- 
sand annoyances, without mentioning the pretty certain 
chance he runs of being plundered. In spite of myself, 
therefore, I aiu.obliged to add a Persian secretary to my 
little caravan, in order to decipher the abominable 
chekesU of the Rajpoot chanceries, and to cany on my 
correspondence when necessary. The department of 
foreign a^rs thus makes a dreadful hole in my bndget. 

This secretary is a deacendant from the Prophet, 
which is not always a recommendation ; but he appears 
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clever, fiiid my intention is to make him earn his five 
louie a month, so th&t on my arrival at Bombay there 
will be no snch thing as Persian hieroglyphics for me. 

There is a coolness between Runjeet Sing and as — 
1 mean the Government. The British wieh to occupy 
the Lower Indus, and push their trade in that direction. 
They will unquestionably be obliged to establish military 
poalii OD the river banks, in order to protect it> Hence 
the ill-temper of Runjeet, who has no means of resistance, 
and is forced to snifer what he cannot prevent. 

That which he allowed me last year out of compli- 
ment to the Governor-general, he would no doubt refuse 
me now. In spite, however, of bis dissatisfaction against 
the British, he still thinks kindly of me. I lately re> 
ceived a letter from him, informing me that he had just 
granted a pension to the native of Cashmeer who was 
my secretary in that country and in the Punjab. There 
is, however, no war; indeed there is nobody for the 
British to vage war against. The last quarrel with the 
Chinese was terminated amicably, though much more 
serious than any preceding. The day wilt however 
come, and no doubt we shall see it, when the British will 
be compelled to take by force the tea which the Chinese 
will refiise to sell them. It would be very easy to invade 
China, but I question whether it would not be difficult 
to keep possession of it. 

Good night, my dear friend. I have spent the whole 
day among plants, stones, and animals ; this is the reason 
why I do not speak of anything that relates to them. 
The winter here is as cold as in the South of Spain, and 
I leave you to go, according to the expression of the 
country, and eat the air, the fresh tur which I shall 
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inhale no more during the remainder of my stay is 
India. I wish that yoa and yoara may enjoy health 
equal to mine. Adieu, &c. 



TO M. DE MARESTE, PARIS. 

Delhi, February 6th 1 832. 

My DEAR DE Mabeste. — If this be not a specimen 
of local character, seek it elsewhere. Learn that it is 
even of the finest kind, and that Royal and Serene 
Highnesses only are treated with this paper*. But the 
writing commences only at the middle of the page, or 
even lower, to be still more stylish. During six or 
eight lines, a regular file firing is kept up, directed against 
the Tanity of the correspondent. The high, the exalted, 
the sublime, the just, the merciful, the charitable, the 
generous, the mighty, the victorious, the invincible, the 
sage of high renown, the ornament of the unirerae, the 
pillar of the world, the great prince, the prince of 
princes, the king of kings, the master of the world, the 
arbiter of one's destinies, hail I — after this preamble, the 
business of the epistle is begun with protestations 
breathing unalterable friendship. The jasmine and the 
narcissus are the principal ingredients of these rose- 
water metaphors, nicely periiimed with this sweet 
essence. It is a wish as violent as the longing of a 
pregnant lady, to see the king of kings, and a cruel 
privation, to be unable to do more than pay half a visit 
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by means of a letter. At length, when the eloquence 
of the writef has become like a garden dried np by the 
parching winds of the desert, and in which not a single 
flower remains to be culled or added to the epistolary 
nosegay, then he thinks of saying what he has to say. 
However simple the business may be, it is always 
couched in ambiguous terms, and accompanied with in- 
numerable reservations. He then finishes in a laconic 
manner, like the Indiana of Cooper, with " That is all," 
or " I have said," — or, if he prides himself upon the 
highest refinement, he ends with " after that, what could 
remain forme to say ?" 

When a virtuous woman wishes to write to her absent 
hosband, she sends for an old priest, an intimate acquaint- 
ance of the family, and explains to him from behind a 
curtain what she has to communicate. The scribe, if 
he be sagacious, writes the despatch in the name of 
another person, and not of the wife— it being considered 
an excess of vulgarity for a wife to write directly to her 
bnsband. Thus, if she has to inform him that she is 
in child-bed, a little boy of six years of age is often 
stated to he the person afflicted. Notwithstanding this 
excessive delicacy of the ladies of the East, their hus- 
bands are by no means better off than their brothers of 
the Western world, especially in the middle and lower 
classes. Among the Rajpoots, whose country I am 
ahont to visit, bad spelling is as common in palaces as 
in cottages. Their manners resemble, to an astonishing 
d^Toe, the chivalrous manners of France in the feudal 
times. 

Read Colonel Tod's huge book. 

Adieu, my dear friend. As we never write upon the 
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back of this paper, I must abruptly offer you my fare- 
well wisfaes. May Mohammed vonchsafe yon his aid, 
and ma}' the all-powerful Allah preserve you I When 
free from the burthen of my plants, animals, and other 
objects of curiosity, which I am goings to ship on the 
Jumna, for the bridge of Ansterlitz, I shall take my 
departure hence. 



TO ML"-" ZOE NOIZET DE SAINT PAUL, ARRAS 

AtiBUT, betaeen Jaypore and Delhi, 
Tuesday, Febfiary 21s( 1B33. 

I DID little more, my dear Zo^, than acknowledge the 
receipt of your long letter, and of your little note, the date 
of which I do not recollect. I intended to answer you on 
my journey, after having quitted Delhi ; but here have 
I been on the road for this week past, and have so much 
business in srrear that, for fear of giving you more time 
than I can really spare, I shall not re-peruse your two 
letters. This candour may appear something like rude- 
ness : — but, sweet coz, what can I do? Without a little 
bluntness of proceeding now and then, I should never 
get through my labours. Do you know what occupied 
my thoughts this morning when returning from Kant- 
gur on horseback? — our walk to St. Cloud, of which 
you reminded me in so delightful a manner in your last 
note. You said that you had often returned alone to 
walk in that charming place. Indeed I have also fre- 
quently visited it in imagination since the day we were 
there tt^ther. I have since that period been in places 
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of UlT superior beaotj — the forests of North America in 
Aatumn, Hayti, Rio Jiineiro, the Himalaya, and Cash- 
ineer; hnt since I have left them I return to them less 
often than to St. Cloud. The temper of a traveller 
varies with the changes of the weather. This was a 
grey moroing. The ballocks and camels, exposed all 
night to a dreadful storm, dragged themselves painfaUy 
along the wet roads. My horse, which had not escaped 
a single drop of this nocturnal deluge, drooped hie ears, 
and did not ohey the bridle. I was myself in a serious 
mood. I thought it would be melancholy to die with- 
out visiting once more together those places where we 
first knew each other. What happiness would it be to 
meet there again I How much we should have to say 
to each other I I have seen and felt so much since that 
period I You know that I am not prodigal of friend- 
ship ; but I have bestowed it upon a man whom I think 
I have mentioned to you in one of my preceding letters: 
his name is William Fraser. I have just spent six 
weeks with him, and, thanks to his kindness, Delhi will 
remain one of my happiest recollections of India. How 
singular is my fortune with the English I These men, 
who appear so unmoved, who, among themselves, always 
remain so cold, nnbend with me, in consequence of my 
openness. They even assume towards me an expres- 
sion of kindness, in spite of themselves as it were, and 
probably for the first time in their lives. Your fnend- 
ship for me, my dear Zoe, would make you enjoy the 
miracles I thus perform and without any effort. Shall 
1 be able to bring back the secret with me to Europe ? 
— 1 doubt it. I am disposed to think that when there 
I did not possess it. — I was little disposed to be sociable, 
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and I left bnt few friends. You were able to judge of my 
disposition during the short visit yon paid us at Paris 
ID 1826. It 19 true I was extremely unhappy at that 
time ; but I had never been before happy for twenty- 
four hours in succeBsion, and after my return from the 
Alps in 1824, my temper was always unequal. My 
voyage to America changed me and made me better ; 
and I feel happy in being indebted for this to Porpbyre. 
My herbarium is a store of recollections. I com- 
menced it at Lagrange in the month of May 1818. 
Every succeeding year I have added to it, not only my 
own gleanings, bnt likewise the presents of my friends. 
How many lively associations of thoughts and feelings 
does it present I Faray at different periods of my life — 
before I rose into manhood, daring the innocent enjoy- 
ments of youth fortunately prolonged beyond the usual 
term,in 1818 and 1819 ; Faray in 1821, in the first dawn 
of youthful emotions; Faray in 1822, on my return from 
the Alps, after I had reached man's estate, was initiated 
into the great ideas of life, and alive to the feeling of 
arts and poetry ; Faray in 1824, during the tumult of 
the passions. Hervy* at different periods. Wbeu you 
came to Paris my connection with Jaubert had ceased. 
From the bottom of my heart I accused him of weak- 
ness and almost of ingratitude towards me. But since 
that period I have forgiven him for separating from me, 
and the recollections of our former friendship have 
assumed their wonted charm. So much for Hervy. I 
will one day explain to you how I came to lose a friend 
to whom I was once so strongly attached. When I 

* The seat of M. Jnobert, Member of the Chamber of Depn. 
ties. -Ed. 
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knew him, he had a greater knowledge of botany than 
J had, and be gave a more philosophical direction to my 
stndies in that branch of Bcience. I atiil lore to remem- 
ber this. A kind-hearted German, with whom I became 
intimate in Switzerland, and who erinced towards me 
the friendship of a brother, enriched my herbarium 
with the plants of the North and the East of Enrope. 
His name is Charpentier ; and he is a first-rate geolo* 
gist. Mr. Bamond, an old man, who baa left same 
good works upon science, and was the first who ex- 
plored the Pyrenees, gave me the plants of those monn- 
tains, which were unknown before his travels. Contrary 
to his usual demeanour towards others in general, he 
was very kind and amiable to me. My herbarium 
will often remind me of him, for I shall constantly find 
in it the plants of the Pyrenees ticketed in his own 
hand- writing:. I pass over the others, my dear Zol, to 
tell you that you ought to furnish your share to this 
dep6t of recollections. I sent you some plants firom 
Cashmeer and Tibet. For professional persons, each of 
these plants is worth a hundred of the plants of Barly. 
Your Jriendsbip, 1 am persuaded, does not prize them less 
than the dry passion of the learned. Well Za6, you 
must pay your debt, if you have an opportunity. Do 
not fear sending me mere common plants. It is to 
think of yon rather than to study, that I ask yon for 
them. Besides, it was only on my return lirom America 
that I decided upon poisoning my herbarium with cor- 
rosive sublimate ; for the worms had made great havoc 
among the old specimens, those of the common plants 
which I had collected the first. Your gifts will there- 
fore come very a-propos. 
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Good night, my sweet ftiend, I answer yon play- 
fallj, as you write — what can be more ajp^eable ? I do 
not Hpeok to yon at present of myself, because my &ther 
will forward to you tlie letters wbicb I shall write to 
him from Ajmeer, and the subject of me will be treated 
as &thers will have it front' their song, that is to say, in 
great detail. After the atmosphere of society which I 
breathed at Delhi and Subbatoo, my present solitary 
and wandering life pleases me much. To teach you to 
laugh at what you call my pretended HindoBtanee cha- 
racters (it is you who thus name them), but which were 
true and good Persian, I will converse with Ftaser in 
that language only, if ever chance brings us three 
together at the same table. I cannot be too modest. I 
can read with tolerable ease a letter in Persian not very 
well written, which is very difficolt, and many English- 
men caunotaccomplishit aftera residence in India of ten 
and eren twenty years. But I have given myself a great 
deal of trouble to do it, without speaking of the money 
I have spent. My Persian secretary costs me fifty rupees 
a moQth, and a camel; which is more than a hundred 
and fii^y francs. This fellow has three servants. It 
was impossible to get one cheaper, and equally impos-. 
sible to do withont, obliged, as I am, to correspond with 
the Princes whose dominions I pass through. Who 
would believe this at Paris ? Who would doubt it in 
London ? Adieu, my dear Zoe. Write to me often. 
Remember me to George, if he is with you i let him 
also write to me. 
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TO M. JACQUEMONT SENIOR, PARIS. 

FertispooT, S. W. <^ Delhi, beiaetn that dly and 
Jaypart, February 19(A 1832, Sunday. 

My DEAR Fatber, — I treat you like a crowned 
head, for it is odIt to such that tbio paper, strewed with 
gold and silver, is sent. It is the £nest mannlBctured 
at Delhi, thongfa, hj the way, it does but little credit to 
Indian industry. But bad as it is, the pen runs over it 
more glibly than over ours. You have ooly to sit 
before the table, and, if you hare but a pen in your 
hand, in the course of half an hour you will, without 
any exertion, find the long sheet filled on either side. 

Feroepoor is not less pleasant to the ear than your 
favonrite Belaspore ; and I find it much more bo on 
account of its Persian origin. Feroze, in Persian, means 
sublime, excellent. It is the name of the pretty stone 
which we call turquoise — and that is not all. Two 
leagues irom this very Ferospoor, as I was coming this 
morning on foot from Nag ui nab, with weather as delight' 
ful as our lovely April mornings, I saw a troop of 
horeemen adranciog, headed by a fine young man whom 
I recognised as the Nawanb, He alighted from his 
horse to approach me. We embraced, like stage 
heroes, upon each o,ther's shoulders, and after ex- 
changing some expressions of Asiatic politeness, we 
re-mounted our horses, and he conducted me to the 
elegant villa whence I am now writing to you. The 
guns of the adjoining fort were fired as I alighted at the 
garden gate. When we entered the hall, breakfast was 
served up in the European fashion, and with all imagin- 
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itble elegance and gplendoar. As the Ramazan has 
begun, my host, who is a Mussalmaun, could not with 
propriety set me the example of eating, hot he did the 
honours of the table, in the most graceful manner. He 
did not insist upon nay taking tea, nor partaking of the 
good things which covered the table. He allowed me 
to drink my constitntional bowl of milk and eat a few 
oranges only. But his politenees well knew bow to 
avail itself of my frugality. He said to me that the 
moat brilliant creatures of the Divinity lived only npon 
the honey of flowers, and that he was not surprised to 
see ao great an Aflatonne and Aristoune as I, imitate 
their delicate frugality. 

After break&Bt I dismissed Shem Shoodden (the 
name of this young man) ; at noon I shall pay him a 
visit in the fort, where his little palace is situated, and 
where I suppose he is now breakfasting in secret on 
account of the Ramazan. We will then take a tnrn npon 
an elephant for a couple of houra, to see the environs 
of his capital, and I aball return to work for the re- 
mainder of the day. 

This youth ie the representative of a distinguished 
Mogul family, the chief of which, thirty years ago, had 
the good aenae to join the army of Lord Lake against 
the Mahrattas. The British government acknowledged 
his services by confirming him in the poasession of bis 
principality which he had formed during thoae troubled 
timea. He is like a German duke. In the event of 
war, he is obliged to furnish bis contingent of cavalry 
to the British government, if required, and this con- 
tingent ia in proportion to his revenue. The Grand 
Duke of Ferospoor is richer than many members of the 
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German diet : he faas four kcs, or a tnilUon of irancB, 

My well-known intimacy with Mr. William Fraeer 
was quite snfGcient to secure from the joang Nawsnb 
the polite reception he gave me ; but Mr. Martin, the 
Residenti who is to all these Nawaubs and Rajaha what 
Prince Mettemich is to the German dukes, had himself 
written, along time preriousl)', to announce my arrival. 
Such will be my good fortune as iar as Bombay. I was 
mach affected at leaving Fraaer, To spare each other 
the pain of leave-taking, we had tacitly agreed that I 
should depart) and that he should let me go like a thief, 
without crying "stop him." But when my servant 
came to tell me that the camels were already gone, and 
my horse w^ting, I foi^ot my stoical determination of 
the preceding day. Eraser's heart was as full as mine, 
and we quitted each other after a silent sh^e of the 

Tuesday last, the I4th instant, I encamped at Cuttob, 
upon the rnins of ancient Delhi. I could not succeed 
in banishing the melancholy impressions of my depar- 
tore. In the night, one of Fraser's attendants came 
galloping to me with a note from his master, saying 
that he experienced a similar grief, and had resolved to 
defer his business and run after me to spend a few more 
days with me. I wished it more than I dared hope for 
it, because 1 knew that Fraser ought to have left Delhi 
five weeks before, to preside at the assizes of his district ; 
and that, by accompanying me, he neglected the duties 
of his. ofSce, and exposed himself to the censure of 
Government. I therefore went the following day, in 
very low spirits, and pitched my camp at Goorgaon. 
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On my v»j thither, I met two singular characterBf vrbo 
came very a-propos to divert luy sorrow. The first was a 
young officerwho recollected having met me at Calcutta 
at Mr. Pearson's 1 he accosted me hy name. He was 
coming from Agra, to get change of air for his young 
wife, who was unwell. I do not know how he came to 
foncy that I was not fanatically devout; but to make 
a proselyte of me, he favoured me with his history, 
which in no wise resembled that of the Savoyard curate. 
Quarrelsome, and a duellist, he had killed one of bis 
brother officers at Calcutta, during the time I was there. 
All the circumstances of the due) tended to render its 
consequences deplorable. My young friend told me he 
was near losing his senses on the occasion ; — he should 
have said that he became entirely bereft of them. He 
fell into the hands of prteets, and of a young and rather 
pretty girl who was of a religions turn, and they have 
sncceeded between them in making him one of the most 
zealous Christians I ever met. He had a good stock of 
bibles with him, and begged me so bard to accept of 
one, that 1 conferred that favonr upon biro. He pro- 
mised me tliat his wife and he would pray with all their 
might for my conversion; and wishing him every snccess 
in bis prayers, I took my leave of him until we meet 
again in Paradise. 

As, however, I was travelling on foot, the very com- 
pact bible of this friendly zealot felt very heavy in my 
pocket. I soon gave it in charge to my secretary ;aDd 
this descendant of the Prophet caring very little for it, 
put it into the geological bag, along with the stones and 
hammer. 

On my arrival at Goorgaon, I received a visit from 
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the Kozer, or Hindoo jn^e. Forming a most extraor- 
dinary exception to the inhabitants of Northern ladia, 
be spoke Eng'lisli as weU as I did. He also related bis 
history to me, in which there were no men killed, but 
the termination of which was deserving of perdition. 
He vas a Brahmin of high caste, but rerj poor, and hy 
his handsome countenance and precocious intelligence 
had interested In his &vour an old British o£Bcer of the 
highest rank, who took him to Calcutta, and gave him 
a European education. His masters, who were English 
missionaries, endeavonred to make him a Christian ; but 
be found that the Bible was not superior to bis Shastert, 
and muBtained that, although his Vedas did not reach 
excellence, still they were better than the Bible, and 
that even the; were not good enough for him. 

In this manner he had become what I have heard 
called in Philadelphia Afrigl^ul deitt. This Brahmin 
was a man of superior sense; I kept him with me until 
the evening, in order to make him explain the particulars 
of his judicial duties. 

Towards the close of the day, as I was walking alone, 
in a sorrowful mood, in the great desert plain, where I 
had pitched my tent, I saw a tall white figure advanc- 
ing towards me. It was Eraser. I was going to dine, 
and he partook of my bowl of milk and cakes. We 
made a princely dinner upon this simple fiire, under the 
shelter of ray little night tent, which I have carried with 
me to Tibet and Casbmeer, and in which I have so 
often cast off sleep among the most lovely and ex- 
traordinary scenes in the Himalaya, recalling to my 
memory that which I shall never more behold. It is 
impossible for me to finish this tale: the Nawaub has 

VOL. II. T 



274 A JOURNEY IM INDIA, TIBITi 

sent his elephBOts to fetch me ; and, as the grratest test 
of pollteneBH ii puactoality, I ^o that I maj' not be 
waited £)T. 

Sundap Evening. 

The Nawanb's &Toarite pastime is to hare his ele- 
phants beaten; the consequence i^ that they are as 
vicious as devils. That I might have no altercation 
with them this morning, I paid my visit in a calasb, for 
Shem Shooddeen had sent me one. I relnmed mnch 
later than I expected, and it was only to monut my 
horse and set out for the neighbouring mines. Neigh- 
booring, did I say ?— not so much in the neighbonrhood 
either ; but I did not begmdge the distance, which was 
filled up in the most agreeable manner, — for I travelled 
through a forest of date trees, extending over a wild 
glen between dark and bleak monntains. The mine 
was, as I expected, of the same formation as the sur- 
Tonndiog soil. 

On my way back, I saw four poor little quails, sporting 
innocently in the beams of the settingsnn. Approach- 
ing gently and treacherously, I killed them all four 
at one shot. They formed a great addition to my 
next day's dinner. Would you believe that my host 
has treated me with ices in the desert ? I have just 
given him, at his own request, a certificate of hos- 
pitality, drawn np, in due form, for Mr. Martin. He 
deserves it. 

To return to Fraser. From Gooi^on, we walked 
together to Sonah, on the 16th ; on the 17th we arrived 
at Noh, on the frontier of his district, and of the British 
territory. He is as plain as myself in his habits, and 
we did not acquire the certainty how well we agreed in 
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tnTellin^ without regretting' not having visited Cash- 
meer together. Yesterday morning, he bolted Avm 
Noh, before day-ligbt ; and allhongb I am a very early 
neer, when I left my tent, I could perceire not the 
slightest trace of his, at the place where the previous 
day we bad dined and spent the evening together. 
He will come some day and see me at Paris. How 
many good and amiable men do you find among the 
British of Northern India I I do not know why, but at 
Bengal it is not exactly the same thing. There is less 
cordiahty and less intellect. This difference is proverbial 
in lodia, and not the less true because it is proverbial. 
Good night, my dear father : it is getting late, and I 
should be telling an nntruth were I to state that I am 
not tired. I am going to hed. Good night. 

Oojein in Malaa, April Srd 1832. 
1 continue, my dear fether, my long history of Feroz- 
pore. Eraser, as I mentioned, accompanied me to the 
British frontiers at Noh. I reckoned without my host, 
for I expected to have received some civilities from the 
Rajah of Alweer, who, on the contrary was most singu- 
larly uncivil. I paid him off for it, which I could allow 
myself, and indeed was in a manner obliged, to do. I 
encountered him as he was going to meet the Governor- 
general, at that time returning from Ajmeer, where there 
had been a kind of, I believe very useless, congress of 
Rajpoot princes. I received from Lord William the 
kindest invitation to proceed to his camp, and at the 
same time the means of doing so without loss of time : 
namely, relays of saddle horses, and horsemen stationed 
upon the road to serve me as guides. Leaving, there* 
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foK) 017 cararfta to proceed at a bullock's pace on their 
route to Jay pore, I galloped o£f to the left, and from 
Rajghur, reached the Goremor-general's camp at Ka- 
lakoh. This was on the Saturday moniing'. Lord 
William always halts on the Snoday. I remained two 
days with him, and receive^ greater kindness than ever 
from him. I have written all this to M. Victor, but by 
mistake in English, and my writing is so bad, that I 
I doubt if he will be able to make it ont. As I find 
that water agrees with me, since my departure from 
Delhi I have resisted the temptation of Champagne and 
Santerne, which wines circulate freely at Lord William's 
table. An excellent orchestra played the " Parisienne " 
during the dinner, in the middle of a desert in Rajpoo- 
tana I What aay you to that 7 To give me a notion 
of a Rajpootana court. Lord WiUiam took me with him 
to receive the visit of the Rajah of Alweer, and on the 
following day Lady WiUiam lent me her elephant to 
accompany Lord William, who returned his visit. Bat 
the poor devil of a Rajah was much disappointed, as he 
did not receive the khelat. A great number of com- 
plaints had been made against him, and, in order to 
punish him for his want of civility, he was refused this 
distinction, granted to the other Rajpoot princee. Lord 
William spent the best part of Sunday in talking politics 
with me, and of course India was the theme of our con- 
versation. He asked me also a number of questions 
relative to the Punjab. We left each other perfect 
friends. Lady William took up all the time which the 
Governor-general left me, and when I quitted her she 
gave me a letter of introduction to the Earl of Clare, 
the new Governor of Bombay, who is an intimate 
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uqoitintance of hers. A few bouts' gallop brought me 
up to mj ctu^ma, iriiicb I foDnd in tbe Band ; but this 
gave me no uneasiness, as the ba^age had been guarded, 
since our departore from Delhi, by a eerjeant and four- 
teen men. I arrived at Jaypore on the 1st of March, 
and remained there three days to see this city and its 
environs. It is, without comparison, the finest city in 
India, and the surronndiag country is extremely inter- 
esting. Thence I proceeded to Ajmeer, the prettiest 
place I hare seen ; I mean of those on the plains, for I 
prefer Nahnn and Mundeenughur in the Himalaya 
From Ajmeer I made an excursion to Beawr, the capital 
of Mhairwarra, a monntainous country, inhabited by a 
race of men aborigines of India, and following no other 
etJliag, for centnries past, than that of freebooters, exer- 
eiaing tbeir depredstions in the adjacent plains of Mhar- 
war and Meywar. They have been, within the last ten 
years, miraculously converted to order and liberty ; the 
latter, however, being only for the men. The hus- 
band buys his wife, the father sells his daughter, the 
son sells his mother. Among the women, dishonour 
consists not in being sold, but in being badly sold. I 
wiU show ^on in my portfolio a few of those tender 
&thei«, end delicate husbands, and respectful sons. B^ 
of M. Victor to read ot translate to you my history of 
Mhairwarra. It cost me eighty miles, or thirty-four 
leagues, in thirty-six hours, on horseback and on an 
elephant. I was £urlywom out on my arrival at Ajmeer. 
Between Delhi and Rajghur, I was fortunate enough to 
discover some very interesting geological phenomena.' 
I had the same good luck at another Rajghnr, situated 
in the mountains which separate the valley of Ajmeer 
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from the plain of Nassenbad, where I remained onlf 
one i&y to change my buliockg, my camele, and ray 
escort. These Rajghnrs must perplex you dreadfollj', 
by their constant repetition in the map. Gkur signi- 
fies a fort or castle ; and every lord of a village has a 
great propensity to give himself the title of Rajah. 
Thus every vilhige has its Rajghur, and often has no 
other name, unless it he' rajpoor, or rajtpoora, or 
rajkote, or rajekoHi poor, powat; koU, koti ; and 
naghm; which I was nearly forgetting, have nearly the 
same signification as gkur. 

I pitched my tent at the foot of Fort Chittor, cele- 
brated in the history of India. I should hare liked to 
have visited it, not on account of its antiquities, for 
which I care little, bnt for the salie of the stones of the 
mountains which it serves to defend. But I found the 
grapes sour ; for having no express order from the court 
of Odeypoor to be admitted, I could not enter. 
. I wrote to Porphyre from Khachrode, which you will 
find close to this place, although I made a considerable 
circuit to get to it. I went to Rutlaum, frotti curiosity 
to examine, in their places, some singular stones which 
1 had seen used at Jowra. To visit this place, I had 
nothing to do but get into Captain Borthwick's palan-^ 
quin. This gentleman is political agent of the British 
government in these provinces, allied or tributaries to 
Malwa. You must add his name to the list, already 
rather long, of yoar Indian saints ; for Captain Borth- 
wick was excessively kind to me< I visited the quarries, 
which I was so jostly anxious to see. I returned to 
Khachrode this morning, and left it agun for Oogein 
with the minister of the young Nawaub of Jowra, whom 
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Cftptain Borthwick begged to accompany me hither, and 
who will be my ciceroae. He is one of the roost intel- 
lig'ent Indians I have met with ; and is a MusBnlmann, 
as are almost all the p^ple here of whom any gooi 

We are very apprehensive of a revolation in Eng- 
land. Not that such an event wonld shake the British 
power in this country, bnt on account of the nnmerons 
bankraptcisB which it wonld occasion. For my own part, 
I entertain fears of something worse; — indeed, 1 fear 
every thing. Our revolution appears to me much less 
decisive than it was a year ago, whea it had allies. 
Wade has, with a great deal of difficulty, made Runjeet 
Sing consent to open the navigation of the Indus to the 
British. There is some fear of the Russians at the 
bottom of this negociation. Near Hazanibaug and 
Ramghnr, on the rood from Calcutta to Benares, some 
regiments are employed in making a terrible example 
of the revolted Coles. Adieu. 

lUandUtir, on the bania ijf tht Nerhuddah, April 25th, 

My dear &ther, — I passed through Indore without 
finding any letters from Europe, neither were there 
any at Mow. Thence I proceeded to Maundoo, immense 
&nd almost unknown ruins, on the border of the plain 
npon which the mountains of Vyndhia are seated. The 
heat had become excessive. I there found mnch to 
enrich my herbarium. The table, on the isomer of 
which I am now writing to yon, is covered with stones 
which I have brought from thence. I next went to 
Mbeysnr, on the banks of the Nerbuddah, and three 
days ago arrived at Mundlesir. Here dwells Captain 
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Sandys, h Britbh political agent, who had the extreme 
kiodneBB to Bend me, on the mountains of Maondoo, 
som^ horsemen and gniides to show me those beautifnl 
and extraordinary hills. I bad no other introduction 
to him than a letter from Mr. Martin, the ex-Resident 
of Delhi,, and at present Resident of Indore ; bnt he is 
one of Mr. Martin's lieutenants. Besides that, mf name 
is now known to everybody in India. How this has 
hq>pened 1 know not ; for I avoid appearing before the 
public in any manner whatever; though others, no donbt, 
in my situation, would act differently in order to enjoy 
greater respect. I shrink A-om every kind of publicity, 
and present myself 2o individuals only. Certain very 
ignorant scribblers have not the same reserve, and are 
continually thrusting themselves into notice. 1 should 
be little flattered to be coupled with them in any way ; 
therefore I remain as quiet as possible. But my wan- 
dering life brings ipe into connexion with so many men, 
in a country where jnen (I mean from our own country) 
are not very nnmerous, that I find myself known to the 
greatest part of this community of Europeans. Captun 
Sandys loads me with kindness and attentions; and, 
although Mundlesir is one of the hottest places iU 
India, I recruit myself pe^ectly well here. My at- 
tendants were more in want of rest than I was. They 
suffered more from the excessive heat during my last 
marches. My bullock chariots broke down in the 
mountains. I left half of my army, and the most in- 
telligent of my attendants, to take care of them> and 
get them repaired, whilst I came on here with the 
caniels. The rear guard has now come up. There are 
sick in abundance ; — I physic them as well as I am ahl^ 
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and SDcceBsiiillf too. Ah for mysalf, I enjoy the im- 
menae luxury of b honse. In a town life in Europe 
there ue many admirable adrants^s which we enjoy 
without appreciating them ; and, whaterer my fntnre 
bte may be, I think 1 shall always find in my European 
destiny sufficient to ho thankful for and to attach me to 
life. There are a thousand things, the value of i^ch 
we do not discover until we are deprived of them. Such 
are the liucoriea of eating bread everyday — sitting upon 
a chair — sleeping upon a mattress — drinking wine, 
whether good or bad. After my travels in Asia, little 
will, I hope, suffice for my physical comforts. 

I am here in the country of the Bheela, a people 
aborigines of India, and robbers by profession. Their 
Mshratta rulers being incapable of governing them, 
within the last ten years the British have under, 
taken that taek, handing over the revenues to the 
Mahratta sovereign. This has already operated an 
immense and salutary change in the manners of these 
savages. 

I shall probably to-morrow cross the Nerbuddah, 
which flows at a hundred paces from hence, and enters 
the Bombay territory. At Ajuntab, I shall enter the 
dominions of the Nizam. This country, the geological 
stonctnre of which is quite peculiar, has also a singular 
configuration ; it differs entirely from every other 
country I have before seen in India, The Neihuddah 
poBseseee a character of original beaaty which no other 
river has ever displayed to me, and this beauty is of a 
most extraordinary kind. 

This morning I received a parcel from Chanderoagore, 
the sight of which filled me with jof. Its thickness 
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made me hope that I should find ia it some letters 
fivm Europe. There was onl^ one Jrom the Jardin, 
aDDoanciiig to me the sapplement of indemnity whidi 
the minuter of commerce and public works has granted 
to me; — namely, three thousand freocs for the year 
IBSl, and three thonsand more for the cnrrent year, — ■ 
total six thousand francs, wbicb I have requested my 
banker lo add to my credit. These gentlemen inform 
me that they bare not yet ascertained upon whose pro- 
posal M. D'Argont granted roe this indemnity. I 
suppose it is a reply to the demand of funds whicb I 
addressed to tbe minister from Knmanl, in Febnury, 
1831. They acknowledged the receipt of two of my 
letters, tbe last of them dated from Lahore in March 
1631 ; I hope, therefore, that at tbe time tbey wrote 
tome (NoTember Slst 1831) you bad also received 
your share of my packet from tbe Punjab. The Ust^ 
letter which has reached roe from you is dated June 
1831, and is already very old I Adieu, my dear &tber, 
remember me to all around yon. One word more : — 
M. de Melay, whom I bad consulted upon the means 
of converting a simple knjgbt of the legion of honour 
into an officer of that order, begs me to send him a 
brief statement of M. Allard's claims. He promises to 
forward it to tbe minister, and support it with all his 
bureacuratic eloquence. He has no doubt, he says, of 
the success of our joint prose. I am therefore going to 
write tbe best in my power ; and shall feel happy if I 
can contribute in procuring for our worthy countryman 
some acknowledgment for the noUe manner in which 
he upholds the honour of the French name in the dis- 
tant regions of the Punjab. 
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Adieu, once more, and for the last time ; and now 
guard against cold, heat, and damp. Farewell, my dear 
&ther ; take care of yourself for your own soke and for 
mine. Think of the plessare of talking at our fireside 
of that burnings furnace Mnndlesir, and of so many 
other things of which I Ehall be full when we meet 
again. I lore and embrace yon with all my heart ' 



TO M. VICTOR DE TRACY, PARIS". 



My dear Friend, — About the middle of Febrnarr 
^ I have lefl; the beautiful Delhi to see it no more ; and 
since that time I march in a southerly direction, I 
border already on the tropic; the sun in mid-day appears 
to be almost vertical, not a cloud in the sky, and the 
breeze rises gently in the morning, which, when it is 
not yet wanted, becomes a gale of hot wind about nine 
o'clock ; yet this is only the beginning of the monsoon. 
It will be &irty set in, and rage in all its fury when I 
ehall bare to cross the valleys of the Nerbnddah and 
of the Taptee. I should not think ao much of it, since 
I am doomed to it for the remainder of my travels in 
India, and I hope I shall get by and bj accustomed 
to it; but it is a hard trial for one lately from the 
Himalaya. 
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I wish I were again on my way to Cashmeer, flying 
irom the snn every day, instead of (acing it as I do ; 
how gladly would I take again the chances of the 
adTenturous journey ! But alas I the drama of human 
life is performed once only, and my imagination, which 
pictures to me such beautiint scenes of the Himalaya, 
makes me feel bitterly that I am dead already to the 
reality of their actual enjoyment. You remember 
Dante's lines :— 

ITeBenn muggior doloie, 
Che ricordini del tempo felice, 
-NclkmiHiu. 

Well, there is no great difference between hell itself 
and a tent exposed to this Indian sun, so far, at least, as 
temperature goes ; and this is true misery, and is felt 
the more so when one thinks of the cool shades of 
Caahmeer, of its streams, and of its forests. 

Yon know already bow I was detained at Delhi so 
much beyond my expectations. And now, sufTering ax 
I do firom the excessive heat, I cannot yet say that I 
r^ret to have made so long a stay in the imperial chy. 
There I lived with a friend; and the sweet remem- 
brances of friendship are blended with those of th» 
place where that friendship originated. Delhi shall ever 
be one of my dearest recollections of the East. My 
route to Jaypore led me first through a country exceed-< 
ingly interesting in a geological point of view — Feros' 
poor and Alwnr, I spent a pleasant day at the former 
place with the young Nawaub Shem Shooddeen Khan, 
whom I had met with already as a visiter at my friend 
Fraaer's; he entertained me with the greatest hospi- 
tality. By way of compensation, the Alwur Rajah 
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proved Teiy mdoBtriooBly nncivil towards me. Had E 
beea an obscure traveller, I would not have taken the 
least notice of his want of courtesy ; bat, introduced a* 
I was to his notice hj the very highest British authori- 
ties, I could not but resent it for thera ; aad, acqutuoted 
as I am, since my joamey across the Sutledge, with 
Eastern manners, I found it little difficult to make th* 
foolish prince apologise for his backwardness. The 
Governor-general was then marching from Ajmeer to . 
Agrah ; his route was almost parallel with mine, in an 
opposite direction. I received from his camp an exceed- 
ingly flattering invitation to join it ; horses were sent to 
me, and stationed in the way, with horsemen to guide 
and escort me : and, leaving my caravan, on the 25th of 
February, long before day-ligjit, I arrived before noon at 
the tents of the Governor-general, after many an hour 
of hard riding. Lord W. Bentinck was to stay two 
days in the place where I met him ; however attentive 
he and Lady William had been always to me since the 
day of my arrival in Calcutta, never did I receive firom 
them such a kind reception. I spent with them two 
days, which I shall never forget. The camp was pitched 
in a weary desert of Raipootana. It appeared like a 
moving city. Though exceedingly averse to anything 
like state. Lord W. Bentinck cannot dispense altogether 
with the pomp by which the former Governors-general of 
India surrounded themselves in their journeys. Many 
of the chief officers of the state must accompany him to 
despatch the business of the various branches of the 
service. Every one of the heads of departments has a 
nnmber of deputies and assistants. Then comes the- 
personal state of the Governor-general, then his escort, 
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consisting: of a Kgiment of infantry, one of caralry, his 
body ^lurds, a lig'ht battery, snd after &1] comes an im- 
mense number of camp followers. The eight was quite 
new to me, and Tery interesting, as you may &ncy. To 
welcome my arairal at head>quartera, my friend the 
Alwnr Rajah arrived there also on the same day. He 
had been snmmuned, that, after paying: & visit to his 
lordship, he might receive one in retnm ; an attention 
which bad been paid by the Governor-general to all the 
other Rajpoot princes, except to him, on « first occasion, 
^ The Rajah expected also to receive a khelat, or honorary 
dress, « distinction bestowed on many other chieftains 
of his rank. The reception afforded me an opportunity 
of seeing a Rajpoot conrt in all its gaiety and glittering. 
After the Asiatic exhibitions of the day, I sat in the 
evening by the right of Lady WiUiam Bentinck, at a 
large table, to a superb dinner. The party was numer- 
ous; an excellent band was in attendance in a con- 
tiguous tent; Lady William told me she had lately 
received from the Palais Royal la Parisienne, and 
desired it to be performed for me. What a strange con- 
course of circumstances I I felt inwardly grateful for it : 
I enjoyed it thoroughly. The evening before, at that 
time, alone in my little tent, pitched in a solitary spot at 
the foot of a hill, sitting to my usual meal, a plain pillau ; 
a single candle burning on my small table, often blasted 
away by the wind ; no noise but the loud shrieks of the 
jackalls about my cattle, bullocks, and camels; every- 
thing about me of the country where I was. And but 
ibr twenty-four hours what a complete change around ! 
All the luxuries and refinements of Europe ! Lord 
William, the next day, was able to command some 
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boars of leisure, which we epent together in hia tent, 
talking of hia conntiy, of its probable destinies, glan- 
cing, too, at Europe, and concluding by exclaiming, bow 
strange was oor meeting there, and talking there of such 
things. He, a man from England, one of the crowd 
there ; here the absolute mler of Asia : I, quietly en- 
gaged in my philosophical researches amidst barbarons 
tribes I We smiled at the idea of deeply-laid combina-^ 
tions to bring in such extraordinary circumstances, 
which hare arisen chiefly from chance and necessity. 
How little understood is this political phenomenon in 
Europe. 

On the 27th, long before day-light, the tents were 
struck down. I found a horse and a couple of horsemen 
in waiting at the door of mine, I mounted, and trusting 
to the good eyes of my guides, and to the sure footing 
of my chargers, I rushed forward at a sharp canter, on a 
rough path intersected by ravines; and, changing horses 
and guides on my way, in a few hours I joined again my 
poor little wretched camp, where I could not but fancy 
that the whole of the two days past was a dream. 

I have since seen the superb Jaypore, and the delight- 
ful Ajmeer: and, during my very short stay in the 
latter, I hare contrived to risit Mhairwarra, the former 
Abruzzi of Rajpootana. It was well worth eighty miles 
riding in httle more than twenty-foni hours. I saw a 
country, whose inhabitants since an immemorial time 
had never had any other means of existence but plunder 
in the adjacent plains of Mbarwar and Meywar, a 
people of murderers ; now changed into a quiet, industri- 
ous, and happy people of shepherds and cultivators. No 
Bajpoot chiefs, no Mogul emperors, had ever been able 
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to rabdne them ; fonrteen jean »go weTjihiag ma to 
be don« with them ; uul since nx or sereo jem, every- 
thing is dune titvtdy, A single man has woriied that 
wonderfnl miracle of ciTilisation ; Major Henij Hall, 
the Bon-in-law of Colonel Fagan, of whom I bare 
written to joa at Delhi. As I know it wilt be gratify- 
ing to yoni feelings and to your qnnions on the snbject, 
I shall add, mj dear friend, that Major Hall baa aceom- 
pliihed this admirable social experiment without taking 
a sin^ life. 

The rery worst chancters of Mbairwarra he secured, 
confined them, or pnt them in irons at woric oa 
the roads. Those who had lived long by the swotd 
witboat becoming notorious for wanton craelty, he made 
them soldiers ; they became in that capacity the keepeia 
of their former associates, and often of their chje& ; aitd 
the rest of the p<qmlation was gained to the fdongh. 
Female in&nticide was a prevalent practice with the 
Mbairs, and generally throngbont Bajpootana; and 
now female casnalties amongst infants exceed not male 
casualties ; a proof that the bloody practice has been 
abandoned, and scarcely has a man been pnnished for it. 
Major Hall did not punish the offenders, he removed 
the cause of the crime, and made the crime nseless, 
even injarions to the offender; and it is never more 
committed. 

Major Hall has shown to me, on the field, the corps 
which he has raised from amongst those former savages, 
and I have seen none in the Indian army in a higher 
state of discipline. He was jostly prond of his good 
work, and spared no tronUe to himself that I might see 
it thoroughly in the few hours I bad to spend with him. 
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Upwards of s hniulred villagers were aumiBoned from 
the neighbouring rillages and hsmleu ; I convened with 
tliem oi their fonner mode of life, and of their present 
KVOCAtions. Mo«t of these men had shed blood. Tbejr 
told me tbef knew not uiay other mode of life : it waa » 
moflt miierable one bj their dccount; they were Bkked 
and starving. Now, poor as is the soil of their small 
▼allays and barren their hills, every hand being set at 
work, there a plenty of clothes, of food ; and so sensible 
■re they of the immense benefit conferred upon them by 
the British government, that willingly they pay to it 
klreftdy 500,000 francs, which they increase every year, 
as their national wealth admits of it. 

Often I had thoagbt that genlle means would prove 
inadequate to the task of breaking-in populations addicted 
for ages to a most unruly savage life; such as the 
Greeks for instance. Yet the Klephtes were but lambs 
compared to the Mbairs : sad the Mbairs in a few years 
have become an industrious, laborious, and well-behaved 
people. 1 see by the Bombay papers that M. Cspo 
d'lstrias baa been murdered: I wish Major Hall were 
hie enccessor ; for, now, I have the greatest confidence 
in the efficiency of gentle mean*. But a peculiar talent, 
too, which is a gift of nature, is required in the ruler, 
without which the most benevolent intentions would 
jmive useless. We know, by a Persian express, the fell 
of Warsaw, and the rejection of the refonn bill by the 
Lords, with the outrages which hare tal<en place imme- 
diately after it. Unsatisfactory as may be the state of 
our country, England is much worse. Things might be 
settled in France without collision, whilst in England it 
appeiMv to me that it cannot be done without hurting 

VOL. II. V 
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many private interests. Inequality in every tfaing: there 
has grown to a monstrous degree. It mnst be somewhat 
lessened : will the gentle measures of the laws of in- 
heritance, &c. &c. be quietly waited for ? The working 
classes in the lar^e towns of England are horribly 
degraded by ubueJ drunkenness. I believe that in the 
course of our first revolution, atrocious as it was, there 
was scarcely a scene more shamefiil for the human 
species than the late riot at Bristol. Thanks to that 
revolution of ours, there is now in France such a gradual 
transition between the higher and lower classes, and 
such an absence of lines of social demarcation, that we 
have nothing to fear of the calamities with wbich Eng- 
land is threatened. In England there are two classes 
perfectly distinct. The gentry (which includes the 
nobility), and the people. The natives of India have 
long since smartly enough made the distinction. Thej 
have two expressions only to mention a European : a 
aoMb logwe, a lord, a gentleman, or rather of the caste 
of lords or gentlemen ; and a gora logue, or one of the 
caste of the whites, a white man. The former charactn 
is much respected by them ; the latter may be dreaded, 
as it is indeed very often quite dreadfiil, but respected 

There are disturbances in a distri^ of Central 
India, which I visited two years ago, just after leaving 
Calcutta. They are of a more serious nature than it 
was at first anticipated, yet I believe the insurrection 
completely put down already. It was not political at 
all, but called for, it appears, by the mismanagement of 
the local authorities. The more I know of this &bri<^ 
the more extraordinary it appears to me. No guess can 
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be made at its dunbilitf, it maf laat centuries, and majr 
be swept away in a few months. However, this I will 
ibretel : the British power in India will not perish by 
foreign aggresBion. Foreign aggression indeed may do 
much towards its deatmction, but more by the spirit of 
rebellion it wilt raise every where throughout the pro- 
vinces of the empire, than by the actual collision of the 
invaders with the British armies. Si vis pacem, para 
bellum, has been of late a' maxim too little acted upon. 
For the sake of economy, several corpS) which, it is true, 
were but very little use^, have been disbanded ; and 
India is the country of the world where men are the 
least prone to change their profession. There are few 
Major Holla, to work the miracles he has done. D'm- 
banded soldiers turn out robbers. There are many well 
organised gangs of highwaymen in these independent 
etsteS) and without a strong escort I should be plun- 
dered to a certainty. Lord William will leave to his 
successor a more satisfactory budget, bat I apprehend 
he will leave to him also ample occasion for many new 
expenses. I hear from Lahore sometimes by M. Allard. 
Some uneasiness is felt there regarding a claim from the 
English Government, supported by its diplomatic agent, 
to have the navigation of the Indus freely open. Run- 
jeet Sing is very reluctant to it ; but he Is too wise not 
to submit, though reluctantly. His son, Sheer Sing, 
is now viceroy of Cashmeer. 'Tis a great pity he did 
not fill that situation a year ago, when I was there, for 
he is a great friend with the French officers in his father's 
service, and very friendly to the Europeans ; besides, for 
a Sikh, let it be well understood, a high-feeling, noble, 
young man. The low villain who pressed so hard upon 
u 2 
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the poor hel^eae Cashm«eriana during my stay in Cash- 
meer ia likdy now bron^ht to his aceounti and eerertAj 
retsliated opon. Rni^t &Ttg'B treasniy and Sheer 
Siag's &vonr with bis isther will benefit bjr it, bat not 
the poor CasbmeerianB certainly. 

Bnt what do you care aboot Kanjeet and Sheer ^ng- 
and Cashmeer ? I will speak of myself to atone for so 
much Innary matter. My health has been lately a litda 
tried by the immense changes of teffiperatnre I was sub- 
ject to. In the sandy deserts of Rajpootwia, soch is the 
dryness of the air, and the transparency of the sky, that, 
in the starry calm nights of the winter, the thermometer 
reaches the freeeing point, owing to the principle <^ 
radiation. I marched two or three honrs in that cold 
atmosphere every morning, and the enn early was «• 
powerful as to raise the temperatore of my tent, where 
I spend the afternoon, to 35 and 36 degrees* ; 1^ and by 
it will be 43 and 44°t, if not more, bat then the nights 
will be almost equally hot. I canght a very bad cold, 
for which I was obliged to put np three days at Ne^ 
mutch, the last English ststiwi which I passed through, 
and where I was most kindly taken care of by a good 
eld gentleman whom I had seen at Semla and at Delhi, 
now the superintending surgeon of the army in these 
quarters. I made there a new acquaintance with a Swiss 
fiunily ; the gentleman having got a commission in the 
Company's service some twenty years ago, is now in 
command of a r^ment, with the reputation of an ex- 
cellent officer. Ten years ago he went on leave to Europe 
and married in bis country at Berne, just at the time 

' Ceatigrade. f Mem. 
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^en I tnvellpd in Switzeriand. They knew lome of 
nj Bcquuntancea in their conntrj, and most of the 
places which I had risited. We spoke of them, helping 
each other's memory, and forgiot entirely the Jon nhich 
makes France and Switaerlaod two diitinct conntnes. 
We felt hke oonntiymen. The simplicity of their man- 
ners was a thing which I had not witnessed eince I left 
France : I was quite delighted with them. We spoke of 
the English as if foreigners to w, although we were 
adopted members of their society. Both husband and 
wife proTcd rary accomplished perewB ; I have spent 
some happy ho«ra with them, and not parted with them 
without a eincere promise to inquire after them when- 
•ver I may visit their country again, as they intend to 
Mtiie there in a short time. 

■ Adieoi my de«i iriend. through the bamboo screen of 
the door of my tent I see the tun setting behind a 
groTe of date trees :— no such things in your Paray, hut 
your temperate countries hare their poetry also— variety 
makes up abundantly for magaificence. It la time for 
my bat spiced pillau, aHer which I write a couple of 
hours more, before sending my caravan ahead by the 
cool of the night. This wonld-be English of mine is 
quite French — ton times more so than when I write to 
an Englishman. Why this difference? I assure you 
without vanity that 1 speak and write it quite differently 
with the English) much more like them : perhaps because 
with them 1 think more like them, and for English feel- 
ings find more readily at hand English expressions. 
Whatever may be the incorrectuess of my speech in their 
t«ngue, I have seldom to be ashamed of it with the 
English in this country, as Lady M. Bentinclc is the 
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only peison that ever offered to speak French with me, 
Adien again, the blank beneath I shall fill np at Indor^ 
whence I ahall forward this to Calcutta. 

* I must cease writing to yon in Engliah, as it would 
be impossible for me to tell you in that langnage thti I 
lore you end embrace yon with aU my heart. 

Cmjmn, April 5a. 
A few words mora, my dear friend, to fill np the sheet) 
iboogh I hare plenty else to do. But I cannot work, 
liable aa I am to receive numerous risita. This city is 
the largest and most celebrated in the dominions of 
Scittdia, at present under the British protection. My 
arrival was annonnced in stch a manner that I found a 
pretty little palace prepared to receive me, and the con- 
stituted and other authorities having come to make me 
their salaam, I answered them in my very best Hin- 
doatanee. I received from Neemntch the last of Cal-* 
cutta gazettes, and this moraing, on horseback, I read 
the sixteen immense columns of Lord Brougham's 
speech in the House of Lords, on the 7th of October last. 
What talent I — but how is the use of it perverted ! It 
is a disagreeable kind of talent, that which disgnats the 
hearer instead of conciUating him. If I were a public 
man I would study Lord Brougham in order not to re- 
semble him. What is the use of that cutting iroD)ri 
that bitter sarcasm, that supercilious pride which he 
displays ? What is the use of those quotations of Greek 
and Latin verses ? The Enghsh entertain a sovereign 
contempt for our parliamentary debates, with regard 

* The remtinder of this l«tt«r ms written in French. — Tk. 
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both to form and matter. For my pKrt> I have tbe 
same feeling, irom the bottom of my soul, nith regard 
to the forms of theirs. What is your opiuion ? Adieu 
once more. I shall remain here two days, and this 
letter will go from Indore. Rememher me kindly to 
your family. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Khachrode, in Malina, March Sift 1832. 

I WBITE yon a few words, my dear brother, before 
the arrival of my basin of milk and its accompanimeot 
of chepattles. The moment I hare swallowed my 
breakiast I shall begin my labours of the day. In the 
afternoon I shall certainly not be in such good humoar, 
because there will be then ninety or a hnndred degrees 
of heat in my tent, and a poor devil condemned to be 
baked can scarcely feel disposed for merriment. The 
summer has set in these six or seven days ; its arrival 
has been something like that of a cannon-ball, which 
gives no notice of its approach. Thus, I am caught ! 
YoH must recollect once reading in the newspapers, that 
Dr. Ondney was reported to have died of cold in the 
deserts of Africa. Well! — only a week ago, at sunrise, 
in the desert and sandy plains of Rajpootana, tbe ther* 
mometer iell almost to freezing point ; in the course of 
the day it rose to ninety, and, under a tent exposed to 
the eon, to a hnndred and five. The cold and hot air> 
baths which I was thus obliged to take, whether I would 
or not, gave me a bad cold, which completely destroyed 
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my T<Hca for seTeral Abjb. On mf lurival at Nee* 
match, where I stopped and remained three days at the 
home of an old gentleman of my acqusintuicei chief 
physician to the army in these provinces, I wanted to 
cover my throat and chest vith leeches ; bnt the ^ood 
man had a prejudice against leeches, and though I had 
not the slig;htest confidence in his mediral talents, I 
politely allowed him to do as he pleased, contenting 
myself with a strict regimen, and expectorating ptisans. 
Five days ago, being almost cured, I resumed my 
journey. The lower G of my voice is, however, stiU 
singularly hollow and sepulchral. It is evident that my 
throat is always my weakest part. This little attick 
appears to me almost a periodical return of the on« 
which delayed me last year at Prounch, between the 
Punjab and Cashmeer. It occurred a month later than 
this year, but under similar circumstances of tempos^ 
ture. Last year the attack was much more severe : I 
had great pain in the chest, from which I am free on 
the present occasion. It is true I had then undetgone 
considerable fatigue ^nce my arrival in the mountains 
of Mirpore ; instead of which, this year, ever since my 
departure from Delhi, 1 have, comparatively speaking, 
travelled very comfortably. My marches, neverthe* 
lees, have been much longer than in any of my pre- 
ceding campaigns. But I haVe tffo horset, and even 
three since I dismissed the moon^ee (Persian secretary) 
whom I engaged at Delhi, and mounted upon the 
ghount of KooUoo, which the Rajah of Mondi gav6 me 
last November. Notwithstanding the bad state of 
my stnd, there is always one beaat able to cahy m«. 
One of the horses is lame, occasioned by the stnpiditj, 
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of tbe ferrier wbo shod him ; the ghonnt has * galled 
back &om the saddle of my raoonsbee not fitting him i 
and ware it not for mj fitithfnl sorrel of Calcutta, I 
should be obUged to perform the remainder of my 
joamey on foot. This creature is more vicions than 
erer, and, abont a fortnight ago, near Ajmeer, threw 
me, without my knowing how it happened, npon a heap 
of stones, from which I rose ranch bruised. He had 
not token such a liberty with me for two yean post. I 
was taken in by my friend Fstteh.Oolla Beg Khan ; the 
horse he sold me for fonr bnndred and twenty-five 
rspaei (nearly eleven hundred francs) is a poor creature 
(|nite done up. When the back of the ghonnt is 
oared, and can again bear a saddle, I shall get rid <^this 
pest At any price. The wags of Bombay may joke as 
they please about my long legs, and the amaUness of 
my horses. 

It is most fortunate for me that I met the Goremor- 
general in Rajpootana. Both his Lordship and Lady 
William Bentinck asinred me that I might rely upon 
the hospitality of the Earl of Clare, Oovemor of Bom- 
bay, whom they knew personally before they met him 
at the species of Indian Congress which Lord William 
bad lately held at Ajmeer, and where the GoTemor of 
Bombay was present, as well as a dozen Rajpoot 
Kings. I suppose that the Colonel Tod's excellent 
work baa brought these Utter into rogue in London, 
and even at Parts, and that you have heard a great deal 
about them. Were it not fur the protection of the 
British govemmeat, there b not one of these proud 
IdngUngs who would not long since have become a 
pensioner and prisoner of RuDJeet Sing. All you bare 
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heard ig pure fudge. I shoold only like to see two 
or three hundred of Runjeet'e greybeards in the midst 
of as many thouaands of these Rajpootana bullies. 

In India, my dear friend, eyery one has the preten- 
sion of smoking the tobacco of Bhilaa. Real connois- 
seurs have some doubts about this ; tmd their objections 
«re founded upon the very limited extent of the Bhilsa 
territory, which you will find somevhere in the princi- 
pality of Bhopal, in Central India. But what is still 
better, I am assured that no tobacco plant ever grew in 
Bhilsa, and that the far-fiimed t«bBcco of that name is 
nothing more than the Khachrode sent thither for sale. 
I am ^ing to try it, and if I find it good I will bnng 
yon a small packet. I hare not accustomed myself to 
smoking, bat merely indulge in it now and then, and 
sometimes at intervale of months. Since my departure 
from Delhi, I drink nothing but water and milk — a 
regimen of my own choice, entirely ad libitum, which 
I find agree with me very well. I do not eat animal 
food every day, which agrees with me still better. 
Thanks to this abstemiousness, I suffer much lees from 
the heat than any other European, At this season of 
the year, no Europeans travel ; all the movements of 
troops have ceased since the 10th of March ; every one 
remains quietly at home behind mats of vetirer, kept 
continually wet, which produces an agreeable coolness 
by the evaporation of the water ; or under the draft of 
punkas or fens attached to the ceiling ; or else &nned 
by attendants. Here they spend their time in cursing 
the country, drinking brandy and water, and smoking 
the hookha. At day-break they take a ride until sun- 
rise ; and in the evening, at snn-set, an airing in a car- 
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ria^e. This is M the exercise tbey bare. Mine ia a 
very different mode of life. I have stood it now for 
three years, and trust I shall hold out until the end. I 
anticipate with pleasure one thing on my return ; that 
ofbringing myself back, — which of the difficult things I 
have to do, is not the least — for how very few return I 
At Delhi I saw several persons who confessed to me, 
that when I set out for Lahore fifteen months ago, they 
little expected to see me again. 

A great number of robberies are committed in these 
provinces ; but on this side of the Satledge a European 
is seldom or never robbed. Besides, I have a strong 
escort for my b^gage, which, without this protec* 
tion, would infallibly be plundered. I march on alone 
with few attendants, but these are welt anned. Yonr 
gUDs are excellent. I lately shot an antelope at two 
hnndred and ninety-four of my long paces, with your 
double-barrelled gun, and yon will see by the extreme 
smallness of the two holes made in the skin that the 
ball had lost nothing of its strength. Sportsmen are 
not aware how far a good gun carries a ball, and in a 
straight line too. 

Did I tell yoD that from Delhi I sent « Cashmeer 
shawl as a present to Madame Cordier P I was appre- 
hensive it might have been stolen at the post-office, 
which sometimes happens; but I found at Ajmeer a 
letter Irom her husband, thanking me for the present, 
which had arrived safo at Chandemagore. It seems 
diat there was a consultation at Chandemagore, to know 
what use was to be made of my preaent, for they had 
never seen a shawl of that description. M. Cordier 
wrote to me that his wife hesitated between a shawl and 
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B gtkwn, and asked mj advice. Mj answer will BtirptUA 
kirn, for I voted for trowgers, according- to th« Caak-> 
meer and Persian fiuhion. In those places, these 
shawlsi called jamevars, are osed to make the immense 
trowseis of the ladies. 

The news of the Ref<Hm Bill havimg: been thrown out 
hy the British peers has caused considerable anxiety 
among the merchants at Calcntta. Several very laiga 
houses are already shaken. 

I quitted Delhi, in possession of a pound of green 
tea, a thing quite unprecedented in my stock of prori- 
sions. I mdce use of it now and then as wbim directs 
me, and I find it do me much good dnring this frightAil 
heat. I drink my tea cold, with very little sngar, and very: 
strong. My father would be quite alarmed if be were to 
see the colour, and would expect to find my nerves com- 
pletely slu>ttej«d; for although I take it about half u 
strong as the English, I yet use more tea in one day 
than would suffice him for a month. This berertgtt 
|»events also that excessive thirst which I could other- 
wise only quench with an enormous quantity of sugar 
and water. I wear neither stockings nor cravat, bat 
wrap my bee and head in linen when I go Into the sun. 
Talking of tea, as I laughed at the Tibetans who throw 
away the water in which it has been boiled, and eat only 
the boiled leaves, I must not spore the Parisians, who 
throw away the first water poured into the teapot, wbidt 
is precisely the best. Forget forty years of pregudicesi 
and try. 

I shall not bring yon any Bhilsa tobacco; jt may 
perhaps be very good, but as I have smoked scarcely 
anything in India but the usual mixture of tobacco witL 
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mojsTB^&r, dried raisins, and conserve of roses, tobacco 
alone, eren after its fames hare passed throu^ a bottle 
of water, aeenu so strong and pungent, that I caKUot 

I told 70D that I had dismissed mj moonsbee: I 
ought to hare added tbe reBsoa. He was very mild, 
reiy snbmissiTe, and even very pnnetnal; but he ap. 
peared so very unhappy »t being obliged to walk, some- 
timea to trot, and even gallop on horseback, that the 
dght of him made me melancholy. He was a Seyd, or 
descendant from the prophet. Previously to my arrival 
at J^pore I hod been nnder the necessity of sendiag 
away another attendant of high caste, — a Brahmin, 
ac<;ording to his own acconnt. 1 am pretty well satisfied 
with my other servants, but their wages ruin me. Four 
days hence, I shall be at Indore, where I have hopes of 
finding letters from Europe. My last are nine mon^ 
old, but through the English papers I have a little 
French news of the month of November ; and the Hugh 
Lindsay steamer, which pliea between Bombay and Suez, 
and is shortly expected at the former place, will bring 
us later news. I know not bow matt«re will be settled 
in England. The line of demarcation between tbe rich 
and the poor is still more defined in that country ^an it 
was in France forty years ago. Tbe people, who are 
so wretched and so ill-used, have become brutalised by 
the abuse of ardent spirits, and have snnk low in moral 
degradation. If there is a revolution, it will be dreadfiiL 
-. Mr. Le, President of the War Committee, becomes 
more and more insolent towards the British at Canton. 
Lord W, fientinck baa lately written him a letter per- 
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fectlj to the purpose. It was necessary to make this 
Chinese innctionaiy onderstand that he may be ioBolent 
once too often. He took no notice of the warning, and 
even peremptorily refused to receive the Captain in the 
British Navy, commissioned by Lord William to deliver 
his letter, which Mr. Le would take only from the hands 
of a third perMin, and give an evasive answer also 
throngh the channel of another person of inferior rank. 
This will end in a, war, and it will not reqaira much to 
crash Mr. Le's power. The insolence of these rascals is 
really inconceivable. Their means of resistance amount 
to nothing, and they never speak of ns but as the bar- 
barians of Europe. This president talks of his infinite 
commiseration for ns, poor little creatures that we are! 
— nothing but atoms — mere dust I 

With the exception of the newspapers of Calcutta, 
scarcely anybody in this country thinks of the renewal 
of the Company's charter; and it is probable that in 
England, amid so many great domestic interests whicfa 
are now the subjects of parUamentary debate, it is not 
much more thought of than it is here. 

Adieu I I have written at greater length than I 
intended when I began, but it was Icog since I had 
chatted with you. I am going to resume my occnpa- 
tions, or rather to begin them. Adieu, &c. 

Mundletir, on the borderi o/the Nerbuddah, April 2*th. 

I rested at Oogein, and I am doing the same here. 

This is the hottest place in all India, but I am perfectly 

recovered. I shall be fortunate if I reach Bombay before 

the nuns. Overcharged as I am with business, I have 
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onl^ time to forward Bome letters which I Sad in m^ 
portfolio, and which were hegaa on the road. Adieu, 
my dear Porpbyre. 



TO M. DE TRACY. PEER OF FRANCE. 

Miatdlair, on l£e banli of the Utrhnddah, 
in CimtTal India, April 2Ath 1S32. 

Dear Sir, — Here I am relnmed within the tropics, 
among scenes for different from those of the Himnlsja ; 
— in less varied and less beautiful. The prorinces 
which I hare trareraed since my departure from Delhi 
are either occupied by the British, or bare been Tisited 
by them ; and notwithstanding any moral observations 
I may bare made upon their physical and natural his- 
tory, they no longer possess for a European traveller 
that inexpressible charm belonging to a new country, 
which attracted me so powerfully to my researches in 
the valley of Casbmeer and tbe desert mountains of 
Tibet. My occupations in natural history left me no 
leisure for other studies. I bare often regretted that I 
poeeessed neither sufficient time nor knowledge to make 
researches into tbe origin of tbe different nations inha- 
biting India. They are most probably al) descended ftom 
tfae same branch of tbe human species ; baring for 
centuries been subjected to the same circumstances of 
climate and regimen, the slight differences of organisa- 
tion, which perhaps at first distinguished their original 
varieties, have disappeared, so that it is impossible at 
present to discover, among these nations, characteristic 
features pecaliu to any one of them. It is by a compa- 
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ritoD of their domestic bnbits, tbeir religions riteB* 
Mid, Above all, their kngu&greB, that we must endeavonT 
to traue and unravel the tajatery of their original migra- 
tionB and filiations. This task ought to be accomplished 
by the Britisb, wbo are permanently estabtisbed in 
India. Colonel Tod bas lately attempted it with re- 
gard to the Rajpoots ; and be was in a most favourable 
situation for these researches. But if yon have read 
some parts of hia work upon Rajpootana, I presume you 
have scarcely found any other gronnd for anthropo- 
logical comparison than some farced etymologies from 
the Latin and Sanscrit languages. However, as I have 
already confessed to you, I am quite ignorant of the 
latter language, and CHily know as mudi of it as ob 
Englishman who hae not leanit Latin ^oes of tbftt 
language — that is to say, a few isolated words ; beoaase 
tbe vulgar Indian tongue wbjoh I speak bas borrowod 
its vocabulary partly from tbe Sanscrit, and partly &om 
tbe Persian, the Arabic, and the Turkish, just in tbe 
same manner that the Latin bas given to the English 
language for the last eight centuries more than half of 
its existing vocabulary, which at first was exclusively 
Saxon and Gaelic. 

Notwithstanding my ignorance of tbe Sanscrit, I 
maintain that it possesses scarcely any other than a 
philological interest. There have been alre^y too 
many translations from this language without advantage 
either to edence or to history, for us to expect any 
benefit from future translations. 

It is tbe same thing with regard to the Tibetan, of 
«^ich a learned flungarian, M. Csonia de Koros, was 
preparing a dictionary and grammar in conjunction with 
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the Lamas of Kanum, when I visited that part of the 
Himalaya. I then bad the honour, notwithstanding my 
unworthiness, to inhabit a temple celebrated in Tibet 
for the literary treasures it contained. M. de Koros 
often came thither with the Lama bishop (I say bishop, 
because the Tibetan priests hare the mitre and crozier 
like onr prelates). He showed me sereral hundred 
Tolumes, rudely printed with wooden types, in the great 
monasteries of Chinese Tartary. One of these works, 
which passed for the most admirable of alt, and which 
at Calcutta has received the pompons appellation of 
" Tibetan Encyclopedia," consisted of no leas than a 
hundred and twenty volumes. At my request, M. 
Csoma translated for me the titles of several, and the 
nineteen first volumes treat only of the attributes of the 
Divinity, the first of which is his incomprehemibility, 
which, in my opinion, may obviate the necessity of 
endeavouring to discover the others. The remainder is 
a medley of theology, bad medicine, astrology, iabutous 
l^ends, aod metaphysics. This abominable trash has 
not even the merit of originality. It appears, like most 
of the Tibetan books, to be nothing bot a translation or 
compilation from the Sanscrit, made a hundred and fifty 
years ago, when the religious persecutions by Aumog 
Zeb caused a great number of Brahmins from Benares 
to seek refiige in Tibet. 

M. Csoma de Koros, when I passed through Kanum, 
had almost completed his philological labour^, and was 
preparing to proceed to India, to carry thither their 
results, that is to say, his Tibetan Dictionary and 
Grammar. I asked him, if, in offering to the OrieO' 
talists the key to a new language, he did not think it 
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advisable to present them with aome choice translations 
from Tibetan books, in order to give them a foretaste 
of the literary pleasureB, or sound knowledge which 
they might derire from Tibetan literature. He replied 
in the negative, and I considered that he was riglit ; 
for I &ncy the titles of the principal works of the Bacred 
library at Kanum, would be quite sufGcient to effect the 
radical cure of even the most dreaming German entha- 
siast with regard to Tibetan research. The poor man 
has been at Calcutta for the last year, where, to his 
great mortification, he cannot find a single person who 
has the cnrioeity to learn the language of the Lamas. 
The Lord preserve us from the Tibetan language ! I 
feel quite indignant at seeing this theological, cosmo- 
gonical and so-styled historical trash fill up the greatest 
put. of the works which treat on India. We adopt in 
Europe a completely felse notion of the real intellectual 
habits of Indian nations. We generally suppose them 
inclined to an ascetic and contemplative life ; and, npon 
the &Jth of Pytha^ras, we continue to look upon them 
as extremely occupied with the metamorphosis of their 
souls after death. I assure yon. Sir, that the metem- 
psychosis is the last of their thoughts: they plough, 
' sow, and water their fields, reap and recommence the 
same round of labour ; they work, eat, smoke, and 
sleep, without having either wish or leisure to attend 
to such idle nonsense, which would only make them 
more wretched, and the very name of which is ua- 
known to the greater number among them. 

It is only on my return to France that I shall he abla 
to discourse leisurely with you about this singular 
country. If the same good fortune which has accom- 
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fnnied me since the commen cement of taj travala does 
not fail me before the end, I shall enjoy this pleasure 
in a conple of yean. My father will, perhaps, be a 
little displeased at my not bringing him back some 
rary profound system of Indian metaphysics ; but I hare 
at present npon the Ganges a boat which descends from 
Delhi to CalcQtta, laden with things much more real 
than the " Real Essences :" these are the archive* of the 
physical and natural history of the countries I hare 
hitherto visited. And if these collections, which have 
cost me so much labour, arrive without accident at 
Paris, as I have every reason to hope they will, I shall 
find on my return, matter enough for self-con gmtuktion 
at having confined my researches to the objects of my 
undertaking. 

Farewell, my dear Sir ; my lost letters from Europe 
are very old, and I shortly expect fresh news. If mj 
letter from Casbmeer is not lost — if it has reached you, 
and if, on arriving at Bombay, I find a few lines from 
you in reply, need I say how great my delight will be ? 
Once more, adieu, my dear Sir ; believe that I shall 
ever acknowledge, with the feelings of a son, the paternal 
affection of which I had the happiness of receiving so 
many proob from you during my youth. 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Idulabad, left banfi of the Poom*ah Jn lh« Deecan, 
Mag lOlA 1B32. 

42 — , 43 — , 44 — , sometimes only 40 degrees, I 
nean centigrades ; such, my dear Porphyre, is the 
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average aute of the »tinoephere io which I exist daring 
the i&j, that ie to s^j, the temperotare of mj tent. 
Only a few months since, I was quite exhaasted at 
a much lower temperature. I then trusted I should 
get accustomed to it, and I was right, for I now 
find myself perfectly comfortable at 43 and 44 centi- 
grades. What say you to that P I should not like to 
see yon here ; I should prefer hearing that yon bad 
begnn another promenade to Moscow. A bulky and 
strong' man like yourself would melt here like butter ; 
in the conrse of a week nothing would remain of yon 
but skin and bone. Here is the triumph of the mathe* 
matical axis — the straight line like myself, without any 
other dimensions but length I This dreadfiil heat is in 
every respect inconceivable 1 When writing, I have no 
other covering than a thick white muslin tnrban to keep 
my head cool ; and breeches, which, although the name 
is not rery compatible with delicacy, (in English, at 
least, it is frightfully indecent,) I look upon as one of 
the most decent inventions which human wisdom ever 
thought of. With regard to jacket, waistcoat, shirt, 
flannel waistcoat, shoes and stockings, the devil take 
them all ; I make a bundle of the whole, upon which I 
seat myself, and in the course of an hour they are 
wringing wet, as becomes the reservoir, or cistern of all 
the animal pores below the waist. It is, nevertheless, 
most incredible that I feel myself as coot in mind, and 
as light (I was again going to say cool) in body as if, 
instead of having 43 centigradea, we had only 14 or 15. 
It is fortunate for me that the equilibrium of my 
fluids is perfect, for if I were obliged to take yon know 
what, at this hour of the day in my tent, the water, by 



the grace of God — (I am the only one in India who in 
this case says by the grace ; every one else wonld say 
by the malediction of God) — is almost at the boiling 
point. Now you know that animal heat is considerably 
less ; the remedy would therefore be too hot. Quod 
trot demonstrandum. 

I brealc&st upon milk and plantains, that fruit of all 
hot countries, of which you have heard, and which 
resembles rancid jasmine pomatum, ma<je very sweet. I 
dine upon onions fried in ghee, which ia the repre- 
sentative of butter in India ; a kind of melted butter 
smelling as strong as a Tark. I drink lukewarm water with 
this, and in the course of the day lemonade warm or hot, 
becanse everything here is either warm or hot. I have 
become sufficiently Indian to like rancid butter, and on. 
the first day of my arrival at Hayti, the 18th of February 
1827, 1 found the plantain a delicious fruit, contrary 
to the opinion of many Europeans, who are quite angry 
with any person offering them the first taste, and after 
having tasted it, say that a plantain is a very unseemly 
jest played off upon an honest man. 

I have been these four days past in the Bombay 
territory, the first post of which is the celebrated fortress 
of Assergfaur. I was admirably welcomed by the com- 
mandant, and moreover foand there a letter from the 
Governor of Bombay, informing me that he had sent to 
all the civil and military officers stationed upon the 
route I intend to take towards his capital, the necessary 
orders to have all my wants supplied. 

Whilst I am writing to you, one of my servants is in 
my tent, looking for something I want out of my trunks. 



,,tiootjk 



310 A JODRNET IX INDIA, TIBET, 

and to my utter confusion has drawn ont tliingv I faftTC 
not cast my ejee on for months past : I mean m7 
drestei of honour (khelate) of the Punjab and Casb- 
meer. How the devil shall I make the people at the 
coetom-bonae comprehend that these are my clothesi 
and that consequently I hare a ri^ht to w«ar them. 
This is a tolerably correctinventoryof these things: — 
Five pair of lar^ Cashmeer shawls ; eight odd Ca^- 
meer shawls, large and small ; five pieces of China silk 
and Mnltana silk shawls, with la^ gold borders ; seven 
muslin turbans. Nota bene : A turban has by no means 
the look of a turban, when not in use; it is a piece of 
magnificent mnslin, very narrow, from forty to sixty feet 
long. Two scarfs of black Cashmeer shawl, embroidered 
in silk and gold ; seven or eight pieces of muslin, two 
pieces of gold brocade- &c, &c> All these things are pro- 
hibited in France. I should find it very difficult to sell 
thnnin this country for a very small part of their value, 
and I am particularly desirous of taking them to France, 
to ^ive myself the pleasure of making presents during the 
remainder of my life. I should like to encase you, my 
dear fellow, in a beautiiiil and immense morning gown 
' of Cashmeer shawl, well wadded, and I am persuaded 
you would find 'the luxury very great of indulging in 
such a garment. 

As I am sentimentally inclined, I most tellyoa that I 
should like uncommonly to see you smoke the hookha of 
which my kind friend Fraser wade me a present, because 
I am convinced you would find that this elegant little 
gift, which was mannfoctured at Delhi and given to me 
by the best friend I have mode in India, would recal to 
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mj remembrance Delhi, my friend, and the Himalaya, 
where I met him for the first time, and raise a host of 
agreeable recoUections. 

I will return to yon your beaatifiil and excellent 
pocket pistols, upon which 1 have slept in very strange 
places, and where sometimes their presence nader my 
pillow — my pillow! I wish you could see what I call 
by that name — has made me sleep with more security. 
You will find them nearly the same as when you g»Ye 
them to me; but if the stocks are a httle scratched, you 
will not like them the less ; — is not this the case ? Oh ! 
how delightful will it be to find ourselres tc^ther again 
after so many years of absence, and of solitude to me. 
What delight to dine all three, or rather all four of us, 
at onr little round table, with lig'hts ; to eat soup and 
drink French red wine, and to rise from table only to go 
into yoUr room or my father's, teaying the others to 
seek their pleasure ont of the house, and remaining in 
ours to relate our mutual adventures during onr separa- 
tion I I have dined alone and drunk water for such a 
length nf time I How pleasant to lire in a house afler 
so many years spent in the open air, or under a light 
canvas tent admitting the rain, the wind, and the burn- 
ing sun-beams I What a luxury to ^ep upon a mat- 
tress I A tear starts into my eye as I think of all these 
enjoyments. If I recollect right, my dear brother, the 
last time we embraced each other we shed no tears, and 
it was all the better that we did not ; but the next time 
we have that happiness, we will allow nature to resume 
her sway, — she can then give us nothing but enjoyment. 
And my father, how happy he will be l^-especiallf if 
we are all three with him- What a tour I shall have 
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mode I — Loodon, Philadelphia, Hajti. I have seen 
more of America than Frederic, who scarcely quitted 
New York during the two years he spent in the United 
States. The Niagara, a forest in the Brazil, a severe 
winter in the United States, the peak of Teneriffe, Mont 
Blanc, all the lakes uf the Alps, the Mediterranean, the 
table monntaiii at the Cape of Africa, a hurricane at 
Bcurbon, the Ganges at Benares, Delhi and the Great 
Mogul, the source of the Jumna, one of the sources of 
the Indns, the Lamas, the Chinese, — lastly, Cashmeer 
and the highest mountains in the world : — all this hare I 
beheld. During so many years, a life so essentially 
difterent, both in feeling and existence, to that I thought 
myself born to, and to which I shaU return otler im- 
mense trareb by sea and land ; — the constant habit and 
complete knowledge of foreign languages! — Heavens! 
Porphyre, when we are assembled in your little apart- 
ment, how extraordinary will all this appear to me I I 
shall almost doubt my own identity. 

Listen to me, my dear brother I Yon are getting 
old, and, moreover, hare remained too poor to think of 
matrimony, which, without some fortune, is but a sorry 
thing. I, too, shall be none of the youngest when I 
return, and shall 'most probably be one of the poorest; 
the probabilities, therefore, are that we shall remain 
bachelors. Well I we must do our best to live tt^ether. 
In our old ^e we will take our walks together, play our 
hit at backgammon together, and together we will now 
and then indulge ourselves in going to hear some good 
music. It would be moch better if one of ns could find 
a rich and good wife, who would become the sister of 
the other. We shall see I After all, why should such 
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a tbtD^ not occur ? Adieu, taj ^ood brother I As a 
matter of coarse this fooliah effusion is for yonnelf 
and my &tber only. 



TO M. JACQUEMONT, THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Elhra, Mag t^iHd 1632. 
Mt DEAR Fathbb, — I am here encamped, this 
morning', in a place of such celebrity, that I cannot leave 
it without writing- you. a fetr lines. Between the moun- 
tains of Nindhia, and those of Adjuntah, in the valleys 
oftheMerboddab, andoftheTapti, I had perfectly accus- 
tomed myself to 105 and 110 degrees of heat ; — nay, I 
had almost begun to find that this was not overpower- 
ing'. The country is wild and mountainous ; and my 
bullock wagons broke down several times during the 
night marches. But there is an especial Providence for 
broken wagons, provided you have with you a corporal 
and four men, who proceed to the nearest hamlet and 
return with a workman, and an axle-tree to replace the 
broken ones, and officially command the assistance of 
the passers by, in order to get up the overturned vehicle. 
The tigers also, twice spread terror through my caravan, 
and ate a poor devil of a peasant. He was not one of 
my attendants ; these have not my permission to be 
imprudent. I do not allow them to scatter themselves 
upon the road, when there is the slightest danger. Both 
men and beasts march in a compact body, and I always 
form part of another small band, lightly armed, but 
without soldiers, trotting and galloping right and left. 
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and looking at ererjr thing tbat Bpp«itn. I need n<A 
tell yon that no tiger has crossed my path. It iB cer- 
tainly ordained by &te that I ghall not see a tiger in 
India. Indeed, unless a man is seated upon a good ele- 
phant, the meeting is said to be dangerous, as is proved 
in the instance of the poor devil of a peasant carried off 
the other day from the rear of my caravan. Firing at 
these brutee produces scarcely any effect ; a tiger receives 
sometimes twenty balls before he dies, and when wounded 
he becomes furious. 

The ^famous fortress of Assei^hnr lay on my road, 
and it wu there I entered the Bombay territory. Boor- 
haunpoore which you may discover a few leagues from 
thence on the buiks of the Tapti, belongs to Scindia, 
the Mahratta sovereign of Gwalior. At Adjuntah, I 
entered the dominions of the Niiam, and at the same 
time the immense bed of the Godavery. On the 17th, 
1 arrived at Anrungabad, the miserable remains of a 
great city, founded by Aurung Zeb. Here I was ex- 
pected by the commanding officer, & Colonel in the 
Bengal army, who commands a division of the Nizam'a 
troops. The Nawanb of Hyderabad has also in his pay 
sixteen thousand British troops commanded by British 
officers. This accounts for his existence as the sove- 
reign of a great state. If he were thrown upon his own 
resoorces, and dependent on the incapacity and treason 
of hia Mnssnlmaun and Hindoo officers, he wonld lose 
his crown in a few years, and his monarchy would be 
divided into several hundred independent lordshipe, con- 
tinually exposed 16 the depredations of the Mabrattft 
hordes. 

My host, Colonel Seyer, is a man of great merit, in 
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his prirate, aa his profeseioiiftl character. He litenillj 
cnunmed me mth infonnation; and when I left him, he 
filled mf bags with books of the most relnable descrip- 
ticHi. Thef will remain there a long timet as I have at 
present no leisure for reading. Coming irom Bengal, 
where I had known bo manj' people, I was ftlmoBt a 
brother officer to Colonel Sejer. I was much less a 
stranger to him than a British officer of the Bombay 
or Madras arm^ would have been, who might have come 
to him at the same time I did; for there is bat little 
firiendship between the officers of the three presidencies, 
who are jealous of each other, seldom meet, and even 
when thejr io, almost always avoid each 'other. 

At Aurungabad I hoped to have received letters from 
70U, bat it appears that, for several months no French 
ship has arrived in India. Very few even come from 
England at this season of the year; but in a short time 
the arrivals will take place. 

Lord Clare, Governor of Bombay, to whom I wrote a 
fsw lines from Indore, officially to inform his lordship of 
my arrival at his Presidency, forwarding him at the same 
time a copy of my passports from Calcutta, wrote to all 
the officers of his government, stationed on the ronte I 
intend to take, to apprise them of this great event, in order 
that they might make the necessary preparations on 
the occasion. I thns found at Aumi^bad letters from 
these gentlemen, offeriag me their houses, bearers, palan- 
qoing, &c. &c. I immediately replied to the Governor 
and to them, stating that 1 felt both overwhelmed and 
Battered by their kind hospitality. Colonel Seyer told 
me, when I took leave of him, that he also had received 
squally kind instructions from the government of Bom*. 
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bftyi EkDd that no doubt Lord Clare would invite me M. 
remain with him during my Bta]' at this place. If I 
am to remain but a short time, the Gorernor'a polite- 
ness may prove very desirable to me ; but if 1 prolong 
my stay, I shall look ont for some kind of honss 
wbich does not admit too much rain, and take posses- 
sion of it like an absolute monarch; — for a traveller of 
my consequence ought to be at home. But I have 
heard so much of the nnbealtbiness of Bombay dnrin|> 
the season I intend spending there, that if I can derive 
equal advantage from remaining at Poonah, I shall prtH 
bably take up my abode at this tatter place, for three 
months, and become housekeeper for the firat time since 
my arrival in India — formy pretty bungalow at Cashmeer 
scarcely deserved the pompons name of house. I think, 
moreover, that Poonah will offer great attractions as the 
head quarters of a naturalist. If it turns out so, all will 
be for the best; because Bombay is very unhealthy 
during the rainy season, and Poonah, on the contrary, 
enjoys a great reputation for salubrity at that season of 
the year. 

Whea I have filed my cases at Poonah, and ths 
runs have ceased, T shall go down to Bombay, to ship 
them off, before I proceed to the South. I should like 
to be able at that period to send yon my Cashmeer 
wardrobe, with the animals, plants, and stones for the 
Jardin des Plantes ; for besides that these various mat- 
ters fill two trunks, which in travelling is excessively 
inconvenient, I am sometimes apprehensive of being 
robbed of them. I own I should feel the loss moat 
acutely, as it would deprive me of the only opportunity 
I could have on my return of making pretty presenta 
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replete with local character. Auron^bad fell with its 
foander, according to the Oriental cnBtom. It contains 
a Mo^ul inansoleuni, much admired by those who have 
Be«n only the South of India j hut after Lahore, Agro, 
Delhi, and the superb mosques of Shah Jehan, Akbar, 
and Jehangire, the ruins of Aurungabad are scarcely 
worth notice. 

The most remarkable things that sarround the town 
are the magnificent subterranean passages dug in the 
mountains, which extend from thence to this place, 
where the most celebrated are. The conclusion to which 
all writers on this subject have come, is that no one can 
tell, when, by whom, or for what purpose, these exca- 
vations were made. The Hindoos claim them as their 
work, asserting they were executed by one of- their 
numerous divinities. There are no longer any Budd- 
hists to dispute this claim ; but Christians, perfectly 
disinterested in the discussion, decide the question in 
favour of the Buddhists. We believe in India, that 
Buddha formerly reigned in the North, his power ex- 
tending even beyond the Indian Caucasus. Near Cabul 
there are caves and idols supposed to bear some resem- 
blance to those of Ceylon and Ellora : but although for 
the last fiity years several Europeans who have acquired 
a perfect knowledge of the Sanscrit, have read many 
volumes on the subject, it has not yet been ascer- 
tained at what period Bramab superseded Buddha, in 
the East. 

The other day I read, at Aurungabad, a review by 
the learaed and ingenious Mr. Wibon, of the transla- 
tions from the Tibetan of my friend of Kanuro, M. 
Csuma de K^ros. These translations have a wonder- 
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folly soporific effect : — there are about twentr chapters 
DpoD th« kind of shoes that Lamas OMght to wear. 
Among other absurdities, in which these books aboand, 
priests are forbiddeo t« help themselyes in passing the 
ford of a rapid rirer, by holding the tail of a cow. 
There is no lack of profound dissertations npon the pro- 
perties of the £esh of griffins, drains, and unicorns, and 
npoD the admirable virtues of the horn of the wit^ed 
horse. To judge of this nation by what I have seen of 
them, and by what the translations of M. Csoma dis- 
close, one would suppose them a nation of madmen or 

Yesterday I Tisited the famous fortress of Dawlata- 
bad. Both Hindoos and Mnssulmauns attribute tbe 
building of it to some unknown divinity. For my 
part, I know not what to think of it. 

This morning I encamped here by moonliglit. I 
passed near the tomb of Aurung Zeb, a very wicked 
man, but a tolerably good king. He made roads and 
canals instead of bnilding palaces. There is the smme 
difference between him and his father Shah Jehan, as 
between Louis XI, and Francis I, or Louis XIV. Baber 
is the Henry IV, of this family of Tamerlane. 

As I was carelessly riding on, without much regard 
to the essentia] conditions of my equilibrium, I was 
twice on the point of being thrown, by my horse tsUut- 
ing at the sight of two hyenas which passed very quietly 
under his nose. I fired at the second; this did not 
induce it to accelerate its pace in the least, but made 
my frightened horse start worse than ever. I am too 
bad a horseman, and ride with too great a disregard to 
the classical rules of horsemanship to have many &Us. 
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I sometimes totter, and that is all. This reminds me 
of the little quarrels I used to have with that excellent 
Madame Micour, because, in reply to her fears at the 
dan^r of travelling, I used coolly to reply, " Nobody 
kills himself." 

When I was in Provence, ttnA sometimes also in the 
moontains of Anvergne, where it is very bot in the 
month of July, Jauhert used to be angry with me, 
because I sometimes said " It is pleasant to be in the 
sun." If be were with me bere, I sbonld not be ablet 
in spite of the 105 degrees of heat, to say otberwiae, — 
for I hare at last found out that 105 or 107 degreea of 
heat are very agreeable. I should drive bim mad by 
tbis involuntary discovery. 

This reminds me of the letteis you used to write to 
me when I was at Grenoble or Geneva, and of the curious 
particulars of the precautions which your affection for 
me led yon to recmnmeod. You have since that period 
"been converted to my belief, or rather to my incredulity. 
Although we are badly enough constituted, since oar 
machine is so often out of order, and at last stops alto- 
gether, stiU we ore not made of glass, tbank God I Let 
us then take care, great care of tbis outward case of 
ours, which resembles a violin without which our soul 
would be but a useless bow. Do yon avoid cold and 
damp, whilst I battle here against the contrary elements. 
I meant to have written to you only half a page, and I 
have scrawled over two pages. 

Adieu, then, until my arrival at Poonata, unless I take 
a fiincy to pay you another visit. There are few fancies 
in which I can indulge in these deserts, and I seldom 
&il to gratify myself when they do occur. 
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Cotnp near EUora, in the Dttxaa, Mag 2»h 1832. 

As yoahave no opportmiity at Arms of gaining- vaj 
infonnatioo abont Asia, perhaps, mr sweet inend, yon 
are eren ignorant of tbe name of this place of wondeis. 
Formerlr in Europe we had the plague, from time to 
time ; now we have the cholera morbus. In like manner 
in India, where, for several hundreds or several tboo- 
sands of years, BrahminJBin has been tbe endemic malady 
of the mind, Buddhism formerly made the same ravages 
upon the common sense of the poor Indians. Ellom, 
now a wretched village, was undoubtedly at that period 
a flourishing city, and the bead-quarters of the mad' 
men, fools, and scoundrels, who lived upon tbe stupid 
credulity of tbe nations of southern Asia. All the 
mountains towards the East are faoUowed <mt into 
spacious halls, galleries, and subterraneous palaces of 
colossal structure, some of exquisite workmanship. I 
have a large volume in 4to, several in 8vo, and a great 
number of manuscript notices, purporting to inform me 
by whom tbese iminense works were executed, how long 
ago, and for what purpose ; but after perasiog all,- I 
know no more about these wonders than the poor Brah- 
mins who do the honours of them, and do not &il to 
attribute tbe merit of their construction to some of the 
fifty thousand dirinities tbey worship. 

This morning I discovered one of these subterraneous 
temples, of a form entirety different from that of all the 
others, it being a Gothic cburcb in miniature. Nothing 
is wanting : tbe nave, the choir, and that kind of gallery 
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-which contains the organ in our churches — all is there. 
Building: the pyramids of Egjpt is bnt a trifle compared 
to the labour which must have been required for esca- 
vating these palaces and temples out of the solid rock. 
The efi'ect ie most extraordinarj, bnt the idols always 
put me a little out of temper; — they give the idea of 
bad reasoning, and the caves of Ellora are peopled with 
them. An English artist, more than twenty years ago, 
made some beautiful drawings of these astonishiug 
mins*, which were engrared in London. I hope one 
day to explain them to you in Paris. 

Curiosities here are most abundant. The day before 
yesterday I was encamped under the celebrated fort of 
Dawlntabad, which plays bo conspicuous a part in the 
history of modem India, I am well persuaded that the 
engineer who built it knew less thao our uncle Saint 
Paul does jn his little finger ; hut Dawlutabsd has a 
finer aspect than Lisle, and even Moss, where all the 
discoveries of Camot have been put in practice. George 
and Porphyre, and all their brethren wholesale slayers 
of men, would waste their powder and shot here. 
One of our countrymen, however, M. de Bussy, who, 
about fifty years ago, was a personage of importance in 
India, took this impregnable fortress; not with artil- 
lery, indeed, which would have made no impression, 
hut with the add of that irresistible argument which 
made Bazile yield to the not very proper whims of 
Count Alma viva. 

To-morrow I am going to visit the tomb of Anrung 
Zeb, a most abominable man, and yet a tolerably good 

* The milt heie >Uud*d u ia Mr. W. DanieU, R.A.— Ta, 
VOL. II. y 
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King for this country. He was, moresver, the last of 
Lis race who deserved the name of man. Since I croEsed 
the rirer Nerbuddab, the beat has become very intense : 
105, 107, and 110 degrees ^m ten o'clock to half-past 
three or fonr in the afternoon. In the valley of the 
Nerbuddab, the night was almost as hot as the day. 
The heat of the soil stings the &ce and eyes in the 
same manner that the flame from burning straw would 
do, if placed close to one. I have accustomed myself to 
it, because the French resemble dogs in this respect^ 
and can habituate tbemselres to heat better than any 
other animal ; and now that upon the elevated plain of 
the Deccan, there are only irom 100 to 105 degrees, I 
find the nights almost cold. Every body else at Aurun- 
gabad, where I spent the last few days, were under 
process of snfFocation, and cursing their existence ; bat 
these were British, who dmnk one or two bottles of 
wine every day, and ate one or two pounds of animal 
food. 

The rains will shortly appear, and as much will fall 
in six weeks as usually &lls in three years and a half at 
Arras. This will put the sun's rays to rights. I hope to 
arrive at Poonah before the wet season sets in. 

Since this hour yesterday, I have written the trifling 
number of sixty-seven pages, in which 1 have extracted 
from several manuscript papers, in English, of great in- 
terest, and my band is quite stiff — indeed it would reqnirs 
less to make it so : — I shall therefore leave off for the day. 
Besides, without being unwell, I have not been quite 
right for the last two days. I sleep but little, and have 
no appetite ; and it is anything but enlivening to have a 
soul pent up in a suffering body. I take leave of you. 
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therefore) requesting yon will forgire me for not haTing 
dooe 8o before, for nothing is so tiresome as a man 
overcome with weariness of mind. And what am I now 
g;oin;r todo? — throw myself upon my bed and endeavour 
to sleep. A man is behind me fanning me. I hear yon 
exclaim, " what luxury, what magnificence I" — to which 
I reply, that the thermometer is at 105°, and I should 
like to see those exposed to it, who tax me with luxury. 
Good nig:ht, then, although it is but noon-day I 



TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Poonah, June 6th 1832. 

Mv DEAR Father,— I arrived yesterday in this 
town, the capital of the Mahrattas, when Mahrattas 
existed otherwise than merely in name and form. Lord 
Hastings, in 1808, exercised an act of justice upon this 
nation, its last chief, the Feishwa, having repaid with 
frightful treachery the benefits conferred by the British 
government, whose alliance be haj himself voluntarily 
sought. It is now one of the strongest military stations 
of the British in the Peninsula. 

I am now on the eastern side of the Ghauts, and from 
the distance to the sea of Coromandel and the proximity 
of the sources of the Kistnah and the Godavery, yon 
will be able to judge of the elevation of this country 
above the level of the sea. It is not less than six hun- 
dred metres, sufficient to produce a very sensible differ- 
ence in the temperature, which is much milder here 
than at Bombay. The rains, which will very shortly 
ibU) are neither so violent nor of ap long a duration as 
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at Bombay, and on the Malabar coast. Thef tell me 
that these lains will keep me a prisoner at home dminp 
whole months. 1 shall therefore very probably pitch 
my tent here daring the rainy season, or perhiqM hire a 
house, which I shall make my head quarters for three 
months, and avail myself of the intervals of fine weather 
to make my researches in the neighbourhood. The 
Bitoation of Poonah appears to me ferODrable for pnr- 
suits in Jiatoral history. Ererything, therefore, tuns 
ont for the best. 

I found here, on my arrival yesterday, a great nnm- 
ber of letters from all parts of India, and even from the 
Punjab. A few days ago I received one from China, 
which 1 send to yoD, because it will give you better in- 
formation than tJie Chinese politician^ who write in oar 
newspapers, concerning the present quarrel between ib,4 
Company and the Viceroy of Canton. Mr. Inglis, bom 
whom it comes, is the kind and amiable man witli whom 
I formed an acquaintance two years ago in Kanawer, and 
whom I certainly mentioned to yon in my letters. He 
is a very rich merchant of Canton, destined to take a 
share in the government or controul of Indian a&irs in 
London, either as a member of the Court of Directors 
of the Company, or in Parliament. Let Zoe translate 
bis letter for you, if yon cannot decipher English 
mitten in so bad a hand. 

The most delightful part of the treat which awaited 
me here, was your letter of October 1831, No. 31, 
written at different times, together with those of Por- 
phyre, Frederic, the contribution by Zo£ and Adelude, 
and a very long and friendly epistle from M. de Mirbel. 
1 have as usual kept you for the dessert, and having 
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r^ your letter orer agun in bed, I fell asleep u^n it, 
iu tbe best of tempera, and in the bappiest manner 
passible. 

Yonr numbers 29 and 30, are not yet come ; but the 
essential is tbis 31. Wben jrou wrote it, yon knew of 
my arrival at Labore, and you conclude, as you are 
justified in doing from tbese fortunate beginnings, that 
I shall bring my present undertaking to a close in a 
manner no less satis&ctory than I did my expedition 
beyond the Sutledge. This is good logic, and I shall 
not belie your expectations. Your letter delighted ma 
by its gaiety, which I take to be the surest sign of good 
health. My accounts from Lahore will not bare dimi- 
nished your inendship for the King of that country. 
You ask me, what his sons are doing? He has only 
one of his own, named Cnrrnk Sing, a man of thirty, 
{Runjeet is about fifty-two), without talents, without 
being in any manner distinguished, and, in my opinion, 
withoDt any chance of succeeding to the entire power 
of hie father. But this man so distrustful, this Mschi- 
avelian soTereign, is a good, forbearing kind of husband, 
and whenever he absented himself a few months from 
his capital and harem, continually engaged as he was in 
distant expeditions, his fiimily multiplied in a most 
extraordiuu7 manner. All his wives (he has about a 
dozen) were brought to bed one after the other, all 
giving him boys, and fine ones too, and seldom less than 
two at a time. Runjeet Singeitherthonght himself, or 
pretended to think himself, the &ther of some of tbese 
children, and has bronght up one of them to enjoy great 
honours. This is Prince Sheer Sing. Notwithstanding 
his high-sounding name (literally Lion Tiger), Sheer 
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Sing ia a very good yoanj man. He very natomll^ 
execrates Cnrnik Sing^, and will w^e war agsinst him 
as soon as Runjeet diea> I wish him good success. He 
h extremely brave, and, for a Sikh, not without bnniaii' 
ity ; but he possesses do talent. I met him at the 
palace, at the festival of the Unloosed, and conversed an 
hour with him. He knew me perfectly well as th« 
friend of AUard, vtAthe Plalo of the age ; he was there- 
fore extremely civil to rae. Runjeet caret no more 
for his legitimate eldest son, than for the equirocal 
younger one. Hie principles in politics are — " After 
me comes the deluge." You can form no idea of fiimily 
ties in the East, especially among the higher classes. I 
will explun them to yoa some evening by your fireside. 
How different is this world to ours I 

You ask me if Runjeet allowed me to continue ray 
journey upon the homble end modest pony which h«d 
brought me from Calcutta to Lahore ? Yes, until the 
festival of the Unloosed took place. On the evening of 
the festival, his minister, Fakheer Ezis el Din, came to 
the camp of the British Envoy, whom I had joined, witt^ 
the Maharajah's oompliments, and ahorse a-piece, which 
he sent ns as presents. They were eaperbly caparisoned, 
but vicious beasts. Wade, by the rules of the service* 
could accept no present from the King : he therefore 
had his horse registered to the credit of the Honourable 
Company, to whom I also abandoned mine. Each horse 
knight be worth thirty francs, and the saddle three tbon- 
sand. They were both sold at Loodheeana, or at Delhi, 
fwthebenefit of the Company. I thonght that Uiis piece 
of liberality from a poor devil like myself, would come 
with a good grace, and so it was considered, llie ex- 
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treme ticonomy which I exercise towarda myself allowed 
me, when an opportunity occnrred, to throw my money 
away upon Rnnjeet's attendants. In short, I main- 
tuned, in the best manner I was able, my character of 
Aflatoune el Zeman. 

Yon reproach me with not having admitted you suffi- 
ciently into the interior of my palace at Lahore. The 
French officers break^ted, and often dined, at my 
house; I had therefore in my kitchen a congress of 
Indian) Georgian, Persian, Atmenian, Casbmeerian and 
Pnnjabee cooks, belonging; to these gentlemen, those of 
Allard bringing np the rear. Their masters would 
arriTe at eight o'clock in the morning, go a few moments 
to the King, and then return. When they were all 
assembled, I gave orders for serving np, and did the 
honours of the table in French, English, Italian, Hin- 
dostanee, and bad Persian. In the afternoon I Ireqnently 
went to the royal Tesidence, and paid the King a very 
long visit ; thence I proceeded to Allard's, a couple of 
leagues from t^e royal tents. The kind-hearted General 
was fondly thinking of France, and could never have 
enongh of my company. In the evening we mounted 
his elephant, and went to see the city, and the curiosi- 
ties of its environs ; or sometimes his friend, M.Ventura, 
was my cicerone. When I remained to dine with them, 
they would not allow me to return to my garden by 
night, for fear of the Akhalis, who even in the day-time 
are very troublesome, and much worse at night. At 
day-break I galloped home well escorted, and was some- 
times insulted notwithstanding. The Akhalis do not 
even spare Runjeet himseH Sensible people treat them 
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like dogs, thioking it the wisest plan to my nothing so 
loDg BS they content themselves with barking. 

I tnist that the manner I aerred you from Cashmesf 
was a4M;ording to your wish. The beginning waa lather 
sorry, but schoolboys who begin with Tacitus and Ho- 
race, find all other books easy afterwards. The same 
thing happened to me ; — after ray difficult and rather 
ticklish affair with Neal Sing, I got through some 
other difficult passages with tolerable ease. You guessed 
right in supposing that M. Allard would remain one of 
my regular correspondents during the remainder of my 
stay in India, but yon did not anticipate that Rnnjeet 
would also be on the list. I am, however, about to is- 
roke the Muses, and to compose for this King, who is a 
rery ^ood sort of man, but Tery eccentric and a little 
flighty, a mixture tecundum artem ; a flattering elixir 
of roses, jasmine, hyacinths, tulips, musk, ambergris, 
eternal life, glory, fortune, renown, and so forth, which 
will please him exceedingly, and I shall conclude pa- 
theticaUy with Wa^igh Gooroo SX fotteh .'—Glory to 
the great Gooroo, Govind Sing I — which will complete 
the satis&ction of my eccentric friend. The British 
have so exclusive a respect for the Christian Olympna, 
that they become almost rude towards every other 
Olympus; they " my lord" the English bidiops, bnt do 
not pay the same compliment to ours, nor to the saints 
of Mahomet's calendar. To Mnssulmanns I never saj 
Mahomet, AH, Omar, ffoutmine, but my lord Mahomet 
his excellency Alt, his highness Hovtsaine, and the hohf 
Mecca, instead of simply Mecca. This attention, which 
costs me but littlci wins people's hearts. As for the 
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Hindoos, one does not know how to take them ; the 
econndrels hara no more religion than do^. The 
Sikhs, who, like the latter, care very little about re- 
ligion, entertain at least a gpreat affection for the memory 
of their Gooroo or priest, Govind Sing. If yon fire at 
a dc^ barking st and threatening n cow, yon get high 
in their iavonr. I shot at several of these poor ani- 
mals in the Punjab, to the great satisfaction of the long 
beards of my escort. This little piece of cruelty (it 
was only small shot) obtained for me a great reputation 
of humanity. 

But I have already sud so much about the Punjab, 
that I here conclude the subject. 

The cholera commits frightful ravages at Mow, lu- 
dore, and in the territory of Meewar, through which I 
lately passed. It ra^d with violence at Abmednnghur 
when I was there a few days ago, though it scarcely 
attacked an); but Indians. They say that water drinkers 
are more liable to catch it than others ; I shall there- 
fore mix a little wine with my water. Besides, I am 
supplied with remedies ready prepared, which, when 
administered at the beginning of the attack, are so 
ei&caciouB that I apprehend very little danger from 
this disease. 

What M. Mirbel wrote to me about the devoted, 
zealous interest which Janbert takes in my concerns, 
affected me extremely. Although it is quite natural 
for him to do so, I felt a desire to write to him upon the 
subject, and my letter is inclosed. 

Several French vessels are expected at Pondichery 
and Calcutta; some of them must have left France ages 
ago. I trust that these stra^lere will bring me youif 
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niimben 29 anil 30. Fart of M. Miibel's paper must 
be in these packets. 

The ^vernment of India is at present occupied in 
sending into Transoxiana a yonn^ officer of the Bombay 
armj, named Bnrnes, hj whom last year they had the 
Lower Indus sounded, in order to ascertain how far it ia 
navigable. Mr. Bnrnes arrived at Lahore last summer 
by the Indus and the Raree whilst I was at Cashmeer, 
and having an official political capacity, carried to the 
Maharajah presents from the " Padishah of London," 
as the King of Great Britain is styled here. His Eng- 
lish horses and carnage, destined for Runjeet, were in 
my opinion the pretence only of bis journey, under- 
taken to make these soundings. He has just, with 
Runjeet's permission, crossed the Punjab from Lood- 
beeana to Attock. We know that be is now on the 
right bank of the forbidden river, and is continuing bis 
journey to Peshswer or Gabul, whence he intends to 
cross the Hisdoo-Coosh, and visit the basin of the Sea 
of Aral, and the eastern shores of the Caspian. I do 
not know the precise object of his journey, and even 
doubt if fae bare any. He has chosen for his travelling 
companion the physician of the corps commanded by 
Kennedy at Subhatoo. Now, the people of Subhatoo 
know me perfectly well, and I found here a long epistle 
from the above-named Dr. Gerard, dated from the 
banks of the Indus. The poor devil already talks of 
the martyrdom which awaits him. The fret is, that 
unless they travel as beggars, which is not a very com- 
modious manner for making observations, they run great 
risk of' being robbed, and, if they make resistance, of 
being murdered. 
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Poonah, t'n the Dtccan, June 1th 1S32. 
Mt swbet Codsim, — On mj Mrival here yesterday, 
I fonnd your note, of I know not yihtX date, and your 
letter of the 10th of October, both waiting for me. Yonr 
note was written in a very low-apirited mood, as if there 
were no possibility of remaining alive in NepauL How 
can you, the daughter and sister of a soldier, give way 
to such childish fears 7 What is there so dreadful in 
Nepanl ? I abandoned my intention of visiting it for 
other reasons than those which made yon fear that the 
journey was unsafe for me : it was because I should 
hare been almost constantly a prisoner, which, for ■ 
traveller of my sort, is dying by inches. You have, 
however, made amends in your letter of the lOtb of 
October, by laughing a little at the fears yon enter- 
tained a few months before. When you wrote to me 
the last time, yon had seen my first letter from Lahore. 
Yon call me a luekg Jeltote, and your mother calls me 
an impvdent vague. Amen I There is some truth in 
both compliments, though, after all, my impudence is 
mere ingenuousness. I still miss one of your letters, 
and two of my father's ; they will arrive together one 
of these days, when they are a year old. I shall then 
expect your criticism upon my &mon8 Mpteeh at Delhi. 
It is really a very stupid one, and very stupidly printed. 
One of the toasts in &shion at that time in India was 
" France and England against the world I " and when 
the dinner guests were half leas over, they added, ibc 
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their neighbonra, " And hj God ne will gin them ■ 
good licking," or, what is still more energetic, " a d— d 
good licking I " To a species of qaaker like mf eel^ 
this hostility against the human species appeared in bad 
taste, and pnt me out of hnmonr ; and nhen at Delhi I 
said, " France and England for the world," I was in a 
minority in my opposition to that great ninny the 
public. If I had to do this over again, I would not write 
an extempore ipeeck before hand, but, like the otberSf 
indulge myself in bumpers of Madeira or Port before I 
began. 

It is eTident to me, &om the few lines of Bnglish 
you hare found means to insert in your letter, without 
introducing your enemy you, that you areas well versed 
in that language as I am. There is not a single expres* 
sion of yours with which I bare any fiiult to find. 

It is really a most extraordinary thing, that six or 
seven years should be necessary to acquire an indifferent 
knowledge of the old language which has supplied ours 
with almost all its roots. Latin is a mere trifie to k 
Frenchman ; it is still easier to an Italian or & Spaniard, 
and especially so to a Portngnese. The Oriental lan- 
guages are quite different. I know but a dozen words 
which are the same in Sanscrit, Persian or Arabic, Greek 
and Latin, and the modem European languages derived 
from them. Nao, in Sanscrit, means boat : so it does 
in ancient Persian : navU, in Latin, in Greek nearly 
the same, nana ; naval, nautical, with us, and very few 
et-ceteras. 

The whole vocabulary of these eastern languages is 
to be learnt. This is really a great labour. I wish I 
liad leisure sufficient to leara Persian, in order some 



day to rindicate the trntli, and show the Parisiftng how 
puerile the literature of Persia ia. But I know joat 
enough of it to have a right to an opinion of my own, 
without imposing it upon othera. . 

Pooaah is a great city, on the eastern side of the 
Ghautaof Bombay in 18° 30' of latitude north. Though 
very hot, it is cooler than Bombayi because it is two 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. In couse- 
quence therefore of this comparative coolness, the good 
people of Bombay come hither to spend the rainy seasou 
(the summer). For the same reason I shall remain here 
three months. It costs me the trifle of two hundred 
and sixty irancB per month for an ngly Isi^ thatched 
house, the only one vacant. I am thus sheltered from, 
the rain, and go on working very hard. 

The Governor of Bombay is a great English lord. 
He is most attentively polite to me, and shows me every 
]und of lavour. I went yesterday to his country bouse 
to pay him my first visit I have refused the econo- 
mical but inconvenient honour, of being the guest of 
Lord Clare, who wished much to keep me with him. 

My little climbing horse of the Himalaya is a great 
curiosity here. My state charger, with his Mc^ul 
saddle of brocade and bridle of black velvet embossed 
with gold and silver, is not less so. In short, in every 
thing about me, as in myself, there is a certain appear- 
ance of strangeness, which is a source of great attraction 
to these people. Their ignorance relative to the things 
of Bengal and Hiodoetan is extreme. I relate many 
particulars to those who deserve it ; but do not think 
that I make myself cheap — I am not such a fooL Red 
partridges are, esteemed i^ our country in proportion to 
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their scutSty, and I make myeelf rather scarce bere. 
Yoor mother would call me not only an impudent 
fellow, but the prince of boasters to boot. What can I 
say ? — it must be ho. , You taxed me with being: insipid 
in English. With you I may hare beea insipid, bnt aa 
I am an " impudent rogue," I will add, that this with 
me is an exception. To all my English friends, or to 
the English with whom I have to treat only of matters 
of business, I prefer writing in English, hecause in the 
(pinion of the former I am humourout in the extreme, 
(box the impudent fellow's ears I) and in that of the 
latter I hare the necessary stately politeness which it 
would not be proper to lose sight of I must also tell 
yon, that my friends are men, all bachelors, and that 
with them I care not, sometimes, about being a little 
undril, in order to be a little more huinourout. English 
women are most extraordinary beings. The most 
impassioned among them, — she who wonld desert 
husband, children, aod character, to run after another 
man, — would, even with that very man, show a reserva 
perfectly incompatible with our French notions of 
intimacy, which in my mind are the sweetest forms of 
friendship. There is a barrier of ice betwixt an English* 
woman and myself, which the moat ardent passion on 
my part could never succeed in entirely melting. It 
might make some little holes, but I should never have 
entire possession. Let it be well understood, that when 
I say me, I mean any maD from FraAce and even from 
England, and not precisely Vict<w Jacquemont. 

The lile of an Englishwoman is like a part in a play 
— she has been instructed in it from her cradle fey her 
mother or her nurse. The esprit de corpt of caste is 
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thus perpetoated with ber, aad in AmericEi, sepantes 
ber eatirely from the other box, Bensiblj, intellectuiilly, 
knd sociably. Read an EngliBh book in two Tolumes, 
entitled, " DomeBtic Manners of the Americans," hy 
Mre. TroUope. Bat I will tell yon more about this 
Eome day. 



. TO M. JACQUEMOWT THE ELDER, PARIS. 
Poonah, July 7lh IS32. 

My dbar Father,— All your letters have at length 
arrired. I have now, after your number 31 which 
reached me on the 6th of Jane last, received yonr 
number 32, which came the day before yesterday, and 
yesterday I got number 29, which has been twely« 
months on its way, on board a ship called the Diligent, 
It is disagreeable not to receive these letters in the same 
order in whidi they leave France. Number 30 is still 
wandering over the world. 

I have also received Baron Humboldt's Memoirs ( 
M. Cordier had the kindness, at ChandeniBgore, to 
divide them into packets, which the post-office will take 
charge of. Your number 29, closed August 11th, wm 
in reply to my letters from Kurnal of Febraary 1831. 
It is so old, and I have written to yon so often since 
that tim^ that it scarcely requires any answer. You, 
however, aek me whether the dysentery, which I told 
you was making such ravages at Delhi, was not th^ 
cholera. By no means : it was simply dysentery, as I 
stated ; had it been cholera, I should hare said so. It 
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it only six and tbirtj hoars »go, that I &nt saw a case of 
thU latter diiease, which is TagiDghereat present. One 
of my gerrants waa attacked last night, I am as w«U 
acqnainted with this horrible complaint, as a man can 
be who has not obserred it himself, bnt ha* obtained a 
great deal of information about it. From the very fint 
moment, I recognised it with nnerring certainty : the 
symptoms are sncb that they cannot be mistaken. They 
aremoreover Tery nnroerons, Thestate of thepatsewoold 
indicate the disease, or the skin of the hands or soles of 
the feet, the temperature of the bodyi the langnid drca- 
lation, the appearance of the eyes and &ce, or the 
character and natore of the eracnations. 

I hare attended my poor servant in the beet manner 
I could, and after six and thirty hours of illness he is 
still alire, which is a great deal, — bat I donbt if he gets 
orer this day or even this morning. He is a Hindoo, 
the best of my attendants, and almost the longest in 
my serrice. The others, Hindoos or Mohammedana, 
constantly watch him, and beep np an appearance of 
confidence when near him, endeavonring to cheer him 
by telling him stories which he cannot vnderstaocL 
They afterwards retire to the garden, roll themselves 
upon the ground, and weep bitterly. My lirdar, or 
steward, who belongs to the same caste as the sick man, 
and was his companion from the nature of the serricea 
in which both were employed, and who is by &i 
the most active, sensible, and manly among this band 
of friU-gTown children, has this instant in my chamb^ 
given way to a most violent paroxysm of despair. 

I b^e you are not a contag^onist ; for I continnally 
gm into the sick man's room, and even touch biin, and 
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then return, to laj writiog'. This frightful disease is 
not contagious, at least in India. There is no difference 
of opinion in this respect among either European or 
Indian phjsicians ; and as the numerons accounts of 
cholera in Russia and England vhich I have lately read 
describe it as being of exactly the same character as in 
India, I consider it almost certain that the present 
European cholera is not contagious by the touch. I 
know of no satisfactory analysis of the circumstances of 
climate, in which it appears that the cholera assumes 
greater derelopment. The British medical men in India, 
at least the majority of them, are iar from being suffi- 
ciently learned or scientific to make such analysis. 
The cholera rages all over the Deccan this summer; a 
great number of natives fall victims to it even here, but 
of two thousand European soldiers, and more than a 
hundred and fifty officers, not one has been attacked 
vitb it this season at Poonah. Europeans are alvrays 
less sttbjea to it than Indians, bnt this year, and in this 
place, the difference in our &vour is absolute. This is 
the reason why I do not hesitate to tell yon, and as a 
matter of perfect indifference, that a few steps from 
where I now am — in the very next room, there is a poor 
man dying of cholera. 

I take good care ofmyself ;I swallow a drop of brandy 
in the morning, and drink wine at break&st, when it hap- 
pens that I eat meat at that meal, which however occurs 
bnt seldom. also take wine at dinner, and when I write 
till late in the evening, I swallow a cup of tea mixed 
with rum, before going to bed. I cover myself very 
warmly at night, and wear during the day a very long 
Ca«bmeer shawl, rolled hke a waistband not roond my 
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WNst but upon ny hips, so u to keep my atomvh 
wum and at aa equal temperature. I beliere that m 
great number of the compluoti of this oonntry pro- 
ceed from refrigeration, moatly imperceptible, of the 
abdoDwn. 

I hare already answered, at leaat in part, yonrlettn 
namber SI. I proceed to natnber 82, a small sheet, ex- 
tremely ahwrt, and about a third of my accustomed por^ 
tion. It is dated October29th 1881. Yon thooght ma 
then returned among' the British, and indoed I was rery 
near them, being only two days' march from the Sntledg^ 
but more annoyed by the long matchlocks of the people 
of the Himalaya than ever I had been before. Many 
thanks for Dunoyer's very long letter j it is a cbamring 
epistle, fiill of triendship, and perfect in every respect. 
1 received it with peculiar satia&ction. His address to 
the people (a thouaand pardons, I meant citiEens) of 
Monlina proved to me that he had not yet, in his new 
official dignity of Prefect, learnt the jargon of office. 

I have acres of writing for yon, but there is no ship 
saiUng from Calcutta. I shall keep the whole and 
make a single packet of it. Adieu I 



My poor fellow died this morning, as I aittidpated, 
whilst I was at breakfast, whidi I had not the heart to 
finish. He had been to Cashmeer with me, was the 
most active, useful, and mildest of my attendants, and 
had never served any body but me. This morning be 
still knew me, and answered Khroudationd, my lord, 
when I addressed him by name. By twelve o'clock his 
body was already burned, t was obliged to go and beg 
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a dinner of a neigfabonr, all my BeiranU having gone to 
attend tbe fnneral. I should regret the poor fellow 
more if I had not always treated him well ; bat daring 
two yean he has had bnt few harsh woide from nW) and 
I hired him at first at five rupees « month, but doubled 
bia wages a long time befinethis death. 



TO H. PROSPER M^RIMEE, PARIS. 

Pooiiah, Jafy ISlt 1032. 
To my greet confusion, my dear Prosper, this eren- 
iag, in making a general inspection of all my writings, 
I found at the bottom of a box, among gome catalc^ea 
of stones of the Himalaya, these two Himalayan scraps, 
which I have determined to forward Dotwithstanding 
their scandalons dates. They will prove to you that I 
am «t least deficient in one of the theolc^ical virtues, I 
mean order. Bnt I shall be acquitted of the more than 
venial sin of suffering years to elapse without writing 
to a fKend.— This is a personality I — I really thought 1 
had forwarded my letter from Subhatoo six months ago. 
It is indeed a shame of you, De Mareste, and the Baron 
de Stendhal (if indeed the kdies allow the latter a 
moment's repose) not to write to me, bnt to allow me 
to remain in India as ignorant of the things of yooi 
Puisian world, as if I were an inhabitant of the moon. 

The English have letters from home up to the 1st 
April ; my last are dated October. 

Our worthy captains of Havre and Nantes remain 
six and seven months on their voyage. They say that 
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their ships are eo fond pf the sea, that when once tfae^ 
are upon it, there is no getting them to move. This jg 
too bad. 

Our ^orernors of Pondichery and Cbandemagon 
. bare jnst informed me that I have been appointed 4 
linigbt of the legion of bononr. I intend, howev^, to 
remain plain Mr. Jacquemont, were it only for the sin- 
gnlftrity of the thing, as I have not yet met with a 
Frenchman out of France, who was not either a Connt, 
a Marquis, a Baron, a Viscount, or a Chevalier. 

I have seen, I know not where, an epistle from 
Berangvr the great poet, to Chateaubriand the great 
prose writer, and the reply of the latter to the poet. 
Notwithstanding " liberty, which needed no ancestors," 
it made me think that we Frenchmen are very forgetful, 
Poonfth contains only from forty' to fifty thousand 
inhabitants, mostly Mabrattas. Fifty or sixty die every 
day of cholera. I lost one of my servants about ^ 
week ago. The European soldiers are beginning t^ 
experience the effect of the disease ; previously, none 
but natives had been attacked. Such, however, 19 
the force of habit that no one entertains any aneasii 
ness. It is probable that one of the caoaea of thiq . 
malady is a sudden refrigeration, either internal or ext 
temal. In proportion to their respective numbers, 
fewer gentlemen fall victims to cholera than soldiere. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; write to me when the cares of 
your empire allow yoo. leisure. Fray take notice tba$ 
this last sentence is prose, in spite of its resemblance to 
Hugo's poetry. 
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Poonah,Jiify nth 1633. 
Know, mj denr De Mareste, tbat my only motive 
for WTitio^ to you is to give the sheet which I have 
jnat scribbled over, time to dry, Sn operatinn which 
Teqiures several minutes at this season, compared to 
which the delnge was oalj a shower, for it lasted only 
forty days, and in this country, when once the nuns 
begin, they last three months and a half without inter- 
mission. The consequence is that the traveller's ani- 
ftials and plants became mouldy or rotten, and that even 
tipon the labels of the stones grow the niucor, the 
b^tiut, and other mushrooms, which the prqfanum 
tmlgwi condemn en maate under the erroneous collec- 
five name of mould, but which are, I assure yon, pretty 
little mushrooms (better described than eaten), but 
excessively untoward in the baggage of a naturalist. 
The hygrometer, which, for a month past, has been at 
the behest point of humidity, does not stir: it will only 
move from that point in September. Success to the 
tnild climate of France, although I have more than once 
been Wet through in it. You, my dear friend, are a 
miserable fellow, and if that does not please you, an 
iniamouB one 1 I could say the same to many others, 
who, like yoorself, no more write to me than if, since 
Iny arriTat in India, I had gone to join the great soul of 
the universe. You Uh off with me about M. de Mar- 
tignac, and the municipal and departmental luw, and 
I know not what besides. Since that period, there 
have been plenty of new pieces, theatrical effects, and 
ihanges of scenery. From you I hare not had s line. 



342 A-JouanKT m ihdia, tibbt, 

The brilliant Baron de Stendhal has also completely 
neglected me; bnt from him this is perfectlj' excasable. 
He is a thoughtless and fitshionable yonng man, in great 
reqoent among; the ladies of L^honi, I suppose, or some 
other city in Italy, where he represent*, Kke an exqnisitet 
his most Christian Majesty, fint joa, an honest cithen 
of Paris, and a good sort of hnsbaiid, who haye aethtng 
to do with the ranities of this world — you are sbatv 
Intely inexcusable. Politics hare absorbed the atten- 
tion of all my friends for the last two years, and fhiin 
this period, I will not say that they neglect me,~qaitc 
the reverse — but the]' scarcely erer write to me, wfaidi 
is prorolcing. Hie British at Poonak are not amnsing' ; 
in the North of Hindostan, where every one of them is 
a kind of I^uJia, they grow great with their dignitft 
and, mtniit& dietu I — they become amiable- Here I find 
them again in their natural state, irtiieh is paying them 
no great compliment. However.as I an orerlcnded with 
bosiness, it is perhaps better it should be so ; &r I am not 
tempted to desert my papers and memomndDms, and go 
to their houses in search of pleasure. By their prodt- 
giona indifference to every thing beyond the confined 
circle of their own nranotonous existence, they remind 
me of My Lord What-Then in " the Princess of Bal^-. 
Ion." I prefer the Casbmeerians, who alone formed 
my society last year ; I think they had more vivacity 
of mind than the black and red anttMnata which people 
these head-quarters of tbo firidsb power in Western 
India. Poonab is a huge city, at least for India, where 
the towns ue in general smalL The population of 
Calcutta has not been ascertained ( it contains, perhaps, 
about 400,000 inhabitants* Benares contains 181,000 
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iusteftd of from 600,000 to 600,000 ; Allahabad, 38,000 
instead of 150,000, according to the nanal accountg; 
Delhi, aboat 130,000. Poonah no doubt contwns from 
40,000 to 50,000, and cholera never leaves the place; 
during the last month it has carried off from 6ftj to 
•ixtjr persons a day. I^et that conBole yon I I am 
bowever alive, and perfectly alive ; enough so to he 
gtill, I tniBt, aighteen or twenty month* hence, when I 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing yon again. Tell 
me some story in the mean time, and give it to Mintage, 
or to my father, properiy folded up and sealed. Pray 
write to me, and be no longer sniky, as yon have been 
for these last three years. 



TO M. COEDIEE AT CHANDBRNAGORE. 

Poonah, Juki illh 1832. 

Mt dear M. Cordier, — I am ooce more on my 
lege, or rather in my arm chair, after having been five 
days in bed in a precarious statSt with a violent and 
sudden attack of dysentery, which came upon me like a 
pistol-shot, and quitted me yest«rdsy in the same man* 
ner, in consequence of having taken a terrible quantity 
of blue pills, calomd, rhubarb, ojtium, magnesia, cream 
pf tartar, castor oil, ipecacuanha, and a benignant lave- 
nuut of gam arabie, which last appears to me to have 
cut the matter short. 

A traveller in my line has several ways of making 
what the Italians terra t^fiatco s but the most com^«ta 
JUucn is to dia (HI the road. Sora« poor devils have 
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been lesa fertunate than I, and in o1>edieB(ie to ihi 
djaenlety that reigns here, hsre gone to see what there 
is behind the great wall. Much good may it do them I 

Farewell, mj dear M. Cordier. The papeK will hare 
informed you that the people of Bombay do. not act 
with a light hand in driving away the plague firom their 
shores. They are right. The cholera here carries off 
but few people at present. It runs less hard than at 
Calcutta, but more continually' It is enough to^ makd 
one die of «nnut. 

Adieu. I leave you to Uke my sick man's porridge 
composed of arrow-root. Guard yourself irom evil. 

Youis sincerely. > 



TO MADEMOISELLE ZOE NOIZET DB SAINT TAUL, 
ARRAS. 

PoonaA, Aagiut 21tl 1833. 
My dbar Zoe' — I received this morning a tolerable 
large pachet from Paris, and before I go to bed shall 
write a few lines in reply to your eight little pages <^ 
November 12th, and January 3rd 1832. I have written 
so much to-day that my hand ia quite stiff, besides which 
it is very kte, and to-morrow at day-break I most giJlop 
si?( leagues from hence, where I shall find my ghonut, 
or little Tartar horse, saddled and bridled) ready to climb 
the mountains with me, aod two botanico-mineralogical 
attendants, completely equipped, and at their post. I 
Shalt herbalite, geotogite, or zoologite at their head, if 
he opportunity occurs, and, with my bags filled, shall. 
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retnra upon the same horse as if the devil was at my 
heels. It will then be twetre o'clock, and I shall have 
eaten nothing-, after having been nearlj' fifteen hours on 
horseback, on foot, and in the mud and rain^ Thna, I 
mast away to bed, for it is already late. 

Yon laugh at my tn, and at Cashmeer; but yon are 
wrong. I do not know hon I can otherwise designate 
the province of which the city we call Cashmeer, and 
the inhabitants Sha^r, or most excellent city, is the 
capdtaL 

I have narrowly escaped dying of dysentery, the first 
illness I have had in India. During three days I was 
dreadiiilly shaken, my sufferings were acute, but my 
head was entirely firee, and singularly cool and clear. I 
chewed the air. My physician whs an honest Scotch- 
man; like all the world, he was incapable of rebutting 
my arguments. The activity of my thoughts consumed 
me- I imagined that the beautiful airs of Mozart, 
played on the violin by a clever musician, would charm 
me, and thus gild the pillj and as there is here a musi- 
cian above mediocrity, I was going to send for him, in 
order to die at least with music, wben the remedies 
caused a reaction, and determined my recovery. The poor 
Scotch doctor was little edified with this musical fiigue; 
bat he dared not, nevertheless, propose to me his pres- 
byterian Brahmin. It was an endemic disease. The 
cholera has carried off a great number of persons herei 
bnt people are accuitomed to this infliction— nobody 
thinks about it, any more than at sea people think of the 
chances of being upset. 

Good night, my dear Zo£. Write to me. Good night. 
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TO M. JACQVBHONT THE ELDER, PARIS. 

Poomak, Oct UA 1832. 

Ht dear Fathbr, — I have a packet retdj for yon, 
bat I should not wish to forward it witbont adding to it 
■evenl others which are not ready, and that is the reason 
why I keep it back. It is howerer of little coneeqaence, 
u I do not beliflTe that there are my ships abont to 
sail from Calontt*, this not bdng the season. I hare 
received all your letters up to last March. 

It is still impossible for me to &x pre<9sely where and 
when I shEill embark on my retnrs to France. I am 
going: to write to M. de Melay, tA ask him aboat ths 
ordinary departores from his little port, or rather from 
his roadstead, and alao from Madras (for althoi^h there 
is a Port-Capttun at Pondichery, there is no more a port 
there than at Montmorency or Versaitles) ; hot the 
general period of departures for Emrope is December 
and Jannary. It is therefore probable that I ahall not 
return until the spring of 1834; but long before my 
departure yon shall be informed of it with certainty. I 
should also prefer this plan on account of my health. I 
fear the cold. Here, in this place, looked upon as c<dd 
in this season, and whither people £ock from the hot- 
house of Bombay to regain life, the thermometer hks 
-Varied slightly, for the last two months, from 70* to 75", 
in my room, and I sleep with two blankets. My health 
is good. To-moiTow I set out for Bombay, and shall 
visit the island of Salsette on my way thither. The fiah 
drive me mad : I am obliged to stow them with my own 
4iands into a nnmber of glass jogs filled with ^rit« of 
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wine, else ererything' would be broken in the hnnds of 
the stupid Indian aerrants. Were it not for this I wonld 
write more, but I have no time. For the honour of the 
principle of onr corretpondence, I put a number to this 



TO M. PORPHYRE JACQUEMONT, PARIS. 

Tanna, Island of Sahitu, October lilh 1S32. 

My dear Pokfhyre, — I enclose toT the minister 
D' Argout, a few lines of thanks, and an acknowledgment 
of the Tcceipt of my nomination as a legionary. P^y 
forward them to him. 

One of the ./bumairet dm Bureau dea LimgiUidM 
which you have sent to me, and in which Mr. Amgo 
has inserted an article upon the beautifnl labours of Elie 
de Beaumont, will have completely informed you, if not 
of the particulars, at least of the spirit of the thing. 
The discovery of tertiary and allnvial strata, and the 
different circumstances attending their stratificatira at 
the foot of the Ghants and on the declivities of these 
mountains would serve to solve the problem of their 
geological age (age of their rising), a much more valu- 
able element than auy other kind of observBtion. I have 
therefore been forced to toil a great deal in searching 
for some particles of this soil, and not without exposing 
myself a great deal to the son, in this unhealthy waste, 
and during the most unhealthy season of the year. I 
am coQsequeatly in a suffering state, or rather I have 
been a little poorly for the last few daya. Were I in the 
town (Bombay), I should not be able to keep myself ' 
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quiet, uld take the Decessaiy repose ; I therefore made a 
Eomewhat lon^r staj at Taana than I originally in' 
tended. 

I am still without saj other letter from you than that 
dated March 10th, which I received at Foonah on the 
8th of September. You may feel how anxions I am to 
hear from you, after the dreadful visit which the cholera 
has paid to Paris. 

Our intelligence from Europe is up to the middle of 
July, brought by estafettes who came over laud from 
Constantinople through Persia. I have therefore 
received confused accounts of the scenes of carnage to 
which Lamarque's funeral gave rise, or of which it 
served as a pretence. It is a very melancholy thing. I 
saw with much grie^ that a great number of societiee, 
vying of course with each other in jntriotism, and 
composed of several thousand members, bad followed 
the procession, with banners flying. Whither are we 
going? I dare not think of it. The fear of what 1 may 
find on my return to France, prevents me from antici- 
pating that event with joy. Adieu, for to-day. What 
a per£diouB climate this is I — but the winter is coming 
on, and in a month 1 shall be again in the plains of the 
Deccan, where the cool weather is very perceptible ; 
and when the great heats return I shall be in the 
Nilgberries. 
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TO M. POHPHYRE JACQUEMONT, AT PARIS. 
SUk-Qffictrt' Qimrten, Bomhay, Deceaitr Ul IB32. 

Dear Porphyri, — I srrired here two-and-thirty 
days ago, very ill, and have now been thirty-one days 
confined to my bed. In the pestilential foreata of the 
iBland of S»lsette, exposed to a burning sun, during: the 
Qiost unhealthy season of the year, I caught the germ 
of my present complaint, of which, indeed, I have several 
timesi since I passed through Ajmeer in March, felt 
■Dine slight attacks, but about the nature of which I 
deceived myself. It is inflammation of the liver. ' The 
pestilential miasms of Salsette increased the disorder. 
From tbe beginning of my illness I made my will and 
put my aifairs in order. The care of my interests 
remain in most honourable and friendly hands; those 
of Mr. James Nicol, an English merchant of this place, 
)Uid of M. Cordier of Calcutta. 

Mr. Nicol was my host on my arrival at Bombay. 
No old friend could have lavished more aifectionate 
attentions upon me. At the expiration, however, of a 
few days, while I was still in a state to be moved, I 
quitted his house, which is situated in the fort, and came 
to occupy a convenient and spacious apartment at th& 
quarters of the sick officers, being in a most airy and 
salubrious situation, on the sea shore, and not more 
than a hundred yards distant irom the residence of my 
physician, Dr. Mac Lennan, the most able practitioner at 
Bombay. The admirable care he has taken of me, has 
long since attached me to him as a dear friend. 

The cruellest pang, my dear Porphyre, for those we 
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love, is, that when dyings in a &r distant land, they ima- 
gine that in the last hours of our existence we are 
deserted and nnnoticed. My dear brother, yon will no 
doabt reap some consolation from the assurance I give 
yoQ thftt I have nerer ceased receiring the kiadest uid 
most affectioDate attentioDS Jrom a nnmber of good and 
amiable men. They continually come to see me, antici- 
pating even my aick<bed caprices and vbimg. These 
are especially', Mr. Nicol, before all others ; Mr. John 
Bur, one of the members of the government ; Mr. Good- 
fellow, an old colonel of engineers ; Major Mountain, a 
very amiable young officer, and many others whose 
names I do not mention. 

The excellent Dr. Mac I^ennui, nearly endangered 
his own health for me, hj coming twice a night, during 
a crisis which seemed to leave no chance of my recovery. 
I place the most unlimited confidence in his skill. 

My sufferings were at first very great, but for some 
time past I bare been reduced to a state of weakness 
that scarcely allows of any. The worst ia, that during 
thirty-one days I have not slept a single hour. These 
sleepless nights are however very calm, and do not 
appear so desperately long. 

Fortunately, the illness is drawing to a close, which 
may not be &tal, although it will probably be so. 

The abscess or abscesses, formed in my liver, from the 
very beginning of the attack,and which recently appeared 
likely to dissolve by absorption, now seem to rise up- 
wards, and will soon open outwardly. All I wish for it 
to get quickly out of the miserable state in which I have 
been languishing for the last month, between life and 
death. Yon see that my ideas are perfectly clear ; they 
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hare been but very rarely, and rerj transiently confiiaed, 
during tome riuleot psroxyamg of pun et the commence- 
ment of tbe Attack. I hare {^oenllj looked forward to 
the wont) and this has never rendered my thoughts 
gloomy. My end, if it is now approaching, is mild and 
tran(|aiL If you were here, seated at my bed-side with 
my &ther and Frederic, my hetut would burst with grief, 
and I ihonld not be able to contemplate my approaching 
death with the same fortitude and serenity. Coneole 
yourself— -console my fether— console yourselres mu- 
tually, my dear inends I 

I feel quite exhausted by this attempt to write, and 
most bid you adieu [ Farewell I Ob ! how greatly yon 
are all beloved by your poor Victor. Farewell for the 
last time I 

Stretched upon my back) I can only write with a 
pencil. For fear these lines should be efiaced, the 
excellent Mr. Nicol will copy this letter in writing, in 
order that I may be sure yon will read my last thoughts. 

VICTOR JACQUEHOKT. 

I hare been able to sign what the admirable Mr. 
Nicol has had the kindness to copy. Once more, &re- 
well, my inends I 
Dectmieriad. 
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LETTOR FROM MR. JAMES NICOL, BRITISH IMEIU 

CHANT AT BOMBAY, TO M. PORPHYRe" 

JACQUEMONT AT PARIS'. 

: Bembas, Dtetmber 14rft 18S2. 

Mt DBAR Sir, — Thongli unknown to yon, &te has 
selected me to communicste an event which you do not 
anticipate. It ie with feelings of the most profound 
regret that I am obliged to transmit to yon the last 
letter of your brother Victor, and to give you the only 
consolation that can still remain, that of acqaaintin|> 
you with the tranqnilUty and absence of pain with which 
be received the &tal blow on the 7th of this month. 

Your brother came to my house on the 9th of Octo- 
her, on bis arrival from Tanna, in a very weak state of 
health, caused by an illness with which he had been 
recently afflicted, and from which he hoped he should 
speedily recover. He thought that the sea-breeze of 
this island would effectually strengthen him. On the 
evening of his arrival, he took a walk with me of half a 
league ; on the following day he paid a few visits, but 
returned home early quite exhausted. I adrised him to 
take instant medical advice, and the same evening Dr. 
Mac Lennan visited him. For yonr satisfiiction, I 
inclose, in this letter, a report of the disorder, drawn 
up by this physician. 

As your brother states, he suffered severely at the 
commencement of his illness ; and ^m the very begin- 
ning was informed of its dangerons nature. Onibe 4th 
of November he made his will) of which I inclose a copy. 

" Tbii letter wu oriprudly wtlen in French — En. 
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About the Stfa of Norember the disorder appeared to 
take a &Tourab1e turn, and he cheriehed a hope of reco-' 
vering his health ; but the formation of abscess soon 
became evident. He then dailf declined in strength ; 
butt during the whole period of hie illness, he preserred 
a tranquillit]' and contentment of which I had never 
before seen an instance. 

I left him on the 6th of December, nearly in the 
same state ae during' the preceding days, but without 
any appearance of approaching dissolution. On the 7th, 
however, towards three o'clock in the morning, he was 
seized with violent pains, which lasted nearly two hours. 
Dt. Mac Lennan was with him during that time. At 
five o'clock in the morning your brother sent for me. 
Od my arrival his sufferings had ceased, bat such a 
change had taken place in his features since the preced- 
ing evening, that I could not refrain from tears. 
Taking my hand, he said to me — " Do not grieve ; the 
moment ie near, and it is the accomplishment of my 
wishes. It is the prayer which I have for the last fort- 
night addressed to heaven. It is a happy event. Were 
I even to live, the remainder of my life would probably 
be embittered b^ disease. Write to my brother, and 
tell him what happiness and what tranquillity accompany 
me to the grave." 

He repeated to me that he wished me to forward to 
France his manuscripts and collections, and entered 
into the meet minute particulars respecting his funeral, 
which he desired might be the same as for a Protestant. 
He begged of me to have his grave marked with a 
simple tomb-stone, bearing this inscription : — " Victor 
Jacquemont, bom at Paris, August Stb 1801, died at 
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Bombaj', December 7tb, 1832, after baring travelled 
during three year« and a balf in India." 

Id the conrse of tbe day he had Beveral fits of Tomit- 
ingi and bis breathing' was considerably affected, but be 
retained bis focalties aa perfectly as when in health. He 
wsi anxious only for death, saying — ■' I am well beret 
but I aball be better in my grare." At about fire in 
the evening, he said to me — " I will now take my last 
draught fivm your hands, and then die." A riolent fit 
of vomiting succeeded, and he was laid upon bis bed 
entirely exhausted. From time to time he opened his 
eyes, and appeared, about twenty minutes before bia 
death, to recognise me. At sixteen minutes past six 
o'clock he yielded up tbe ghoet, falling asleep, as it 
were, in the arms of death. 

His faneral took place on the following evening, with 
military honours as a knight of the legion of honour, 
and several members of the goremment, and many other 
persons, attended the procesiiion. 

I deeply and sincerely lament the irreparable loss 
whicb your father and yon hare sustiuned fay bis death. 
I was not acquainted witb yonrbrotber before his illness, 
and have only bad the melancholy satisfaction of offer- 
ing him every care and attention whicb his state required. 
In compliance with his wishes, I have bad all the articlea 
of Natural History wbich be left in my chai^, carefbUy 
packed np. They are contained in eleven cases and one 
cask, tbe invoice of whicb I inclose, also the bill of 
lading signed by tbe Captain of tbe French ship 
Nymphe, of Bordeaux. X Iwve written to the Commia- 
sioner-general of tbe Navy at Bordeaux, begging him to 
remove vaj difficulty that may arise about tbeir landing. 
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Have the goodness to write to him yourself on the sub- 
ject. I btive also forwarded the bill of lading of a box 
addressed to yonr father, coataining all your brother's 
manuscripts. 

In the box containing his papers, I have placed his 
order of the legion of honoor, which your brother par- 
ticularly begged I would forward to yon. I also send 
you his watch and pistols. 

Be so good as to separate from the other papers, the 
catalogues relating to the collections, and forward them 
to the Royal Museum, 

I hare the honour to be, dear Sir, Ac- 
Jambs Nicoi.. 
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REPORT* BY DR. MA.C LENNAN, 



I SAW M. Jacqaemont for the first time in the aAer- 
iiuoD of the SOth of October 1832, being the day after 
his arriral Irom Tanna. He told me that in March 
1832, he had been seriously ill in Rajpootana; but that 
siace that period he bad experienced no marked disease) 
with the exception of an attack of dysentery which took 
place at Poonah during the rainy geaaon. A fortnight 
or three weeks before his arriTol at Bombay, while h« 
was still at Tanna, he had experienced irregular attacks 
of fever, with disordered bowels. The day after his 
aniTBl, he was obUged to abstain from paying' visits in 
the town, in consequence of an attack of fever more 
violent than the preceding. It began about noon with 
shivering, and was just over when I saw him. 
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He raid that he felt nn vneaBineBa tufieble as pott^h 
ID the prsecordia ; but it was not increased by preBSure on 
the abdomen, or hj an effort to draw a long breethi A 
senBation of heat and weight about the sacrum was the 
most remarkable symptom, though it did not jet appear 
that it ought to be considered a serions one. M. Jacque- 
mont had no headach, but little thirst, and less pain 
in the loins than he had already felt, and certainly less 
than is usually felt under similar circumstances. The 
skin was of a good colour, cool and moist (the paroxysm 
of fever was jnet over when I saw him) ; the pulse was 
eighty-four, and there was not the least appearance of 
gastric irritation. He told me that his evacuations were 
frequent, very offensive, and attended with tenesmus. 
His tongue was swollen and very foul, his mouth dis- 
agreeable, and his breath fetid. 

Sixty leeches were applied to the sacrum. M. Jacque- 
mont took a warm bath, and at bed-time a strong dose 
of calomel with a few grains of palo, ipecacuanha, and 

Saturday, 31st. M. Jacqnemont had passed a toleri 
ably good night, and though the fever was constantly 
npon him, had slept from time to time. Strong pressure 
above the navel now produced slight pun, which was, 
however, not increased by fetching a deep inspiration, 
and seemed quite unconnected with the position assumed 
by M. Jacqnemont in bed. The sensation of heat and 
weight at the sacmm had ceased, and npon the whole 
the patient was better. As the pain in the abdomen 
was principally connected with the right hypochondrium, 
sixty leeches were applied to that part. The warm bath 
was repeated on the return of the fever, and three dosee 
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of the mercurial preparation of the preceding Aaj were 
giren at intervals of eight boors, extract of henbane 
heing howerer subittituted for the opium. The applica- 
tion of the leeches having conaiderabl; relieved the 
patient, and the fever having come on later and in a less 
degree than on the preceding day, thirty leeches were 
again applied to the right hjpochandrium at nig^t, and 
a dose of castor oil directed to be taken at four in the 
afternoon of Kovemher 1st. This pnrgatire operated 
speedily and abundantly. The stools were copious, 
liquid, of a brownish colour, and had a very disagreable 
putrid smell, such as 1 had never yet found, except in 
evacuations containing a great deal of blood, and when 
this blood had long remained in the intestines. M. 
Jacqnemont himself very justly compared the smell to 
that exhaling from a bucket used by anatomists for 
macerations ; and be told me that he had perceived it for 
several days past, though in a less degree. There was 
no blood in the evacnations, and no appearance of 
fibrinous deposit, or any animal matter whatsoever. The 
relief he felt after these evacuations was very consider- 
able, and from that time all pain about the sacrum ceased. 
M. Jacqnemont had greatly neglected his health at 
Tanna: he had exposed himself to the sun without 
proper precautions, bad encountered great fiitigue, and 
had paid no attention to his complaint, or at most taken 
a few small doses of laxative medicine; — further, it was 
evident, from the symptoms, that the liver in particnlar 
was affected, — I therefore thonght it advisable to act 
upon the entire organism by means of mercury, and 
bring', if possible the whole system under the influence 
pf that mineral. Accordingly, strong doses of calomel 



AFPEITDIX. 359 

mixed with ipecacuauhs aod henbane were administered 
to M. Jacqnemont three times a day, and, as often, a 
mercnrial preparation was mbbed-in npon the inferior 
extremities. He also took, at first once a day, then 
every other day, a mild laxative draught, ^nerally com- 
posed of jalap or cream of tartar. During this period, 
great care was token to keep np the patient's stren^h : 
every four hours, a small quantity of animal soup 
was given to him, and now and them some wine and 
water. 

By persevering in this mode of treatment up to the 
Sth, the alvine secretions assumed a more favourable 
appearance ; the putrid smell which I mentioned above 
no longer existed, and the patient evacuated without 
tenesmus or nneaainess. The fever had not returned 
since the 4th. 

On the 6th, some slight indications of the approach 
of ptyalism having appeared, the mercnrial medicines 
were continued, in consequence, on that day and the 
following ; but as these symptoms did not increase, and 
it did not appear necessary to persevere la this mode of 
treatment any longer, I determined to discontinue it, 
and do nothing more than keep the bowels open, pay 
great attention to diet, and palliate any symptoms that 
might appear. Before I adopted this change, I explained 
to M. Jacquemont the nature of my fears. I apprehended 
that an organic disease, probably an abscess in the liver, 
had been forming for some time past. I begged M. 
Jacquemont to allow me to consult with another phy- 
sician, and I called in Dr.KemhaU, who entirely approved 
of the system hitherto pursued, and the proposed change 
in the mode of treatment. He likewise apprehended the 



existence of ftbscess ia the liver; but as there wu 
no direct sj'mptoiu to indicate it, (and the existence of 
such abscees coold be inferred only from an absence of 
morbid aj mptoma in every other part of the bodf, joined 
to the slowness of the patient's recoreiy,) we both hoped 
that the failure of the mercury in its effects proceeded 
irom some idiosyncrasy, and not from the existence of 
organic disease in the lirer. The mode of treatment we 
determined opon was the one 1 had before imagined, — 
that is to say, to give the patient meat-broth, jellieS) 
&c,, and wine and water at interrals of three hoars, 
day and night. The bowels were to be kept open with 
laxatives given from time to time ; lastly, an opiate was 
to be taken every night. Further, as it has been remarked 
that gestation in the open air often produces a good 
effect in accelerating convalescence and hastening the 
action of mercury opon the orgaoisation, M. Jacqnemont 
was carried a few miles in a palanquin for several suc- 
cessive days ; but the fatigue arising from this being 
compensated by no improvement in his health, these 
airings were discontinued, and the above-mentioned 
treatment alone persevered in. 

Meanwhile, M- Jacquemont was wholly free from pain 
in every part of the body. The pulse and skin were in 
their natural state, and the tongue clean. The alvine 
evacuatioos were bilious, bnt not more so than might 
be expected from the use of the mercurial medicines. 

Hitherto, no change bad taken placei further than a 
slight gradual increase in the strength of the patient, 
and he began to look upon his condition with less 
gloomy apprehensions, that is to say, he did not think 
his end so near as he had at tirst imagined. It must hero 
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be observed, that the utmoBt candour was always shown 
towards him : the nature of his disease was ezplsJned to 
him, and the probabilitj of a fatal termiaBtion was not 
concealed irom him. He was informed, however, that 
no present symptoms indicated that the abscess was 
considerable, or that it might not be carried off thronj^h 
some of the channels of the body, and that therefore he 
might reasonably hope for such a ferourable termination 
of his complaint. I felt bound to adopt this line of con< 
duct, because it was evident to me that reserve or dissi* 
mulation would have done M> Jacquemont harm, whilst 
the medical particulars stated to him, and which he 
seemed perfectly to understand, appeared to give him 
hope, to quiet him, and to inspire him with resignation. 

On the 15th of November, a small swelling was 
apparent on the right hypocbondrium, but witbout any 
other symptoms. It was not till the 17th that a shght 
sensation of pain resulted from pressure npon this 
region. A lai^e blister was applied, and the same 
mode of treatment continued. Complete relief suc- 
ceeded the application of the blister, which acted very 
powerfully ; and the swelling on the right side dimi, 
nished. M. Jacquemont also appeared to gain strength, 
tind he had certainly gained flesh ; but nothing indicated 
the return of health, if I except the evacuations, which 
had become perfectly regular. 

November 26th. The uneasiness returned, and also 
the BweUing in the side. Another blister was put on. 
It drew well, but the relief it afforded lasted only a few 
hours. 

November 27th. This was a bad day. M. Jacquemont 
experienced violent excitement in consequence of the 



S63 AFPKMDIX, 

mlscondnct of hia sermnts, and rekpses followsd his 
heuiDg of what tbey liad done> From this time eveiy 
change in the patient's Btate was of an unfavour- 
able natnre. The disease made rapid progress, at first 
indicated only hy a great depression of spirits, and an 
aversion to all food. This aversion became so strong 
tbat the nourishment he took within the twenty-four 
hours was not equal to half, nay, to a third, of what be 
took at the beginning of his illness. To these Bymp* 
toms were soon added prostration of strength, emacia- 
tion, and now and theo slight febrile exacerbations. 
The pain in the side and in the region corresponding 
with the edge of the liver, increased, and the swelling 
became considerable. 

December 3nd. The swelling assumed the appearance 
of a pointed tumour towards the edge of the ninth rib, 
at the place where it is joined to the eighth. A ctffefiil 
examination wag made by Dr. Henderson (whom I had 
called in because Dr. Kemhall was absent) and by my- 
self. We could discover no fluctuation, and it did not 
appear tbat there was any adherence, even at the base 
of the tumour, to the subjacent parts. 

To arersion for food was now added increasing diffi- 
culty of keeping it upon the stomach. Nausea and ' 
vomiting became frequent. The febrile exacerbations 
increased, and lasted a long time. Thirst also came, 
with great dryness of the mouth, and accompanied with 
a feeling of constriction about the stomach and upper 
parts of the abdomen- 
December 4th. The patient had frequent and violent 
pains in the abdomen, especially when he attempted t« 
go to stool, or to draw his breath deeply. All the symp- 
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toms incTeased, ftnd were sometimes very Blsrming', 
althoug-b at the beginoing of the night he found great 
relief from hot fomentatioiiB and uiodjrne drops. 

December 7tb, At three o'clock in the morning I 
was called to M. Jacqaemont. I found him in a very 
different state from that in which I had left; him the 
night before (at midnight). In clianging his position 
in bed he had been suddenly seized with acute pain 
round the pubis, and was unable to void his urine. His 
countenance was expressire of agony, his skin bathed 
in perspiration, and his appearance that of a dying man. 
Hot fomentations on the pubis, and repeated doses of 
nitric ether and laudanum, diminished these alarming 
symptoms, and the pain ceased. But the vomiting soon 
after returned. He then voided a considerable quantity 
of black and glairy matter, resembling coffee grounds. 
These attacks lasted daring a part of the day, and were 
accompanied with frequent syncope. 

The prostration of strength was such that he appeared 
several times on the point of expiring from the efforts 
he made to vomit. Nevertheless he rallied a little aft^r 
each fit. About sunset the vomiting diminished; but 
it appeared that this arose merely from the weakness of 
the patient, who was unable to throw up the matter 
contained in the stomach. He expired quietly and with- 
out convulsions, at six o'clock in the evening. An hour 
before, he spoke to me very rationally. Dnring the 
whole progress of his disease, his &culty of observation 
and reflection was never affected, and this was the case 
up to the moment of his death. 

In compliance with a wish he had expressed, a post 
mortem examination took place next day, December 8th, 
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at six o'clock in the evening. I examined the cavity of 
the thorax Kud that of the abdomea, jointly vith Dr. 
HenderaoD. 

In the formeT cavity, all the viscera were in their 
natural state; in the second, an enormous abscess in the 
liver had burst, and its contents had partly flowed into 
the ^domen. The abscess was situated in the posterior 
part of the liver, and at a short distance from the back- 
bone. It contained the quantity (measured) of a hun- 
dred ounces of clear fluid, and sanious pus. All the 
other abdominal viscera were perfectly healthy. 



REPORT OF CAPTAIN BRIOLLE, 



MOHaiBtIR t,B COMMiaSAlRB Gekeral, 
Bein^ at Bombay in the month of December last, 
when M. Victor Jacquemont had just ended his scien- 
tific journey, I hastened to visit a countryman whom all 
the papers of India concurred in placing in the foremost 
rank of distingiiished naturalists, but who, in conse- 
quence of the fatigues and privations with which he 
had to contend in his laborious researches, was nnforta- 
nately attacked with liver complaint of a very alarming 
nature. . I found him in bed, scientifically discoursing 
with the most eminent physician of the country, under 
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whose care the Govenior had placed him, and explaining 
with the utmost calmness how, in two or three days, he 
shoiild be freed from his cruel sufferings, but at the 
expense of his life, ae an effusion would take place 
iotemally, and he should not have the slightest chance 
of Mcorery. 

His physician having absented himself for a few hours, 
he expatiated much upon this gentleman's talents, and 
upon the interest and attention which the Government 
of Bombay unceasingly shoived him ; hut he again 
observed, that he had only three or four days more to 
live, that all the assistance of art was useless, and that 
having terminated his manuscripts, with the exception 
of some trifling parts relative to Tibet, be should die 
with the consolation of having contributed as much as 
lay in his power to the progress of a science which still 
left much to be done. The unfortunate gentleman died 
on the fourth day after this conversation, preserving 
nevertheless to the last a tranquillity, a mildness, and a 
presence of mind, worthy of his noble character. 

The Government of Bombay, desirous to honour the 
memory of a man so distinguished for his talents and 
private virtues, ordered a magnificent funeral, at which 
all the civil and military authorities were present ; and 
the remains of the unfortunate Victor Jacquemont were 
deposited in their last asylum with all the pomp of 
military honours. 

Deeply affected by the attentions of the Bombay 
Government towards this illustrious victim of scientific 
research, I addressed them a letter, of which I enclose 
a copy, and received in reply the two letters also en- 
closed, the last of which informs me, that in conse- 
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quence of B. deliberation of the Council, my letter is to 
be preeerred in the archives of the Government. I 
have therefore tbooght it lay duty to send.yon all these 
particulars, to be laid before the Minister of Marine, iu 
order that he may determine whether or not he approves 
of my application to the Bombay Government. 
I remain, &c. 

Briolls. 



LETTER FROM THE PROFESSORS, ADMINISTRA- 
TORS OP THE MUSEUM OP NATURAL HISTORY, 
TO M. JACQUEMONT THE ELDER. 

/■aril, 2Ut Mag 1833. 

Sir, 

Wb sympathise too deeply in the misfortune that 
has be&llen you, not to feel the want of associating 
ourselves to your grief. The Administration of the 
Mnseam, who bad confided to your son the mission 
which he has so honourably fulfilled, feels his cruel loss 
in a twofold point of view : it is thereby deprived of a 
traveller who enjoyed its utmost confidence, and science 
is deprived of a naturalist on whom it founded the most 
brilliant hopes. Every thing authorises us to hope, that 
from the judicions precautions he took even in his last 
raooients, all the fruits of this unfortunate struggle wilt 
not be lost ; that the labours of M. Victor Jacquemont 
will yield their fruits, and their results be developed, less 
britliantly perhaps than if tbey bad remuned in his own 
hands, but still sufficiently to cause what he has done to 
be appreciated, as well as what he would have done, had 
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he lived. Be assured. Sir, tJutt nothing Bhall be want- 
ing on our parts to attain tbis object, and to aiTord you 
this just consolation, tbe only one yon have now left. 
We are, &c. 

CoRDiER, Director, 
Geoffroy Saint Hilairb, 
a. de jussieu, 
Profisaors, Admaiistrators of the Mugetan. 



CHOLERA MORBUS. 

Pooaah, July 1B32. 
Ooe of the most recent publications of tbe British 
pliysiclans in India, on Cholera MorbnS) is a letter 
addressed to the Court of Directors, by Dr. Whitelaw 
Ainslie.of Madras. 

Dr. Ainslie distingnjislies two sorts of Cholera, the 
sporadic and the endemic, differing- only from each other 
in their development, their progress, and their termina- 
tion. In the endemic Cholera, there is greater violence, 
a more rapid progress, and a more generally fatal termi- 
nation. It is the same disease as the other, bnt more 
intense. 

He attrihutes, but without any proof^ the origin of this 
complaint to very obscure modifications of tbe electric 
state of the air. It is principally in the South of India 
that he has observed it. Having found that the thick 
and liquid glairy matter vomited and evacuated by 
the patient was always acid, he endeavoured to check 
the disease by neutralising this acid in the stomach ; 
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and haviD^ empluyed magnesia in strong doses for that 
pnrposei his practice has frequent); been attended nith 
success. Dr. Ainslie was aware of the advantages that, 
for a length of time, had been obtained by the use of 
ammonia in large doses, and attributes them, Z think - 
with reason, to the property this alkali posBesses of 
saturating acids. 

The only cases, rather nomerons, of natural cure, are 
those in which the bile, by the convulsive efforts made 
in vomiting, passes from the duodenum to the stomach. 
It appears that this fluid poBsesses the property of neu- 
tralising, like an alkali, the acid so abundantly generated 
in that organ. A blister, prodnced instantaneously by 
the .application of boiling water to the abdomen, has 
often been attended with fortunate results. Dr. Ainslie 
recommends the application of one, in the very first 
stage of the disorder, to the bottom of the 1^, on the 
inside, in order to retain, by an artificial inflammation of 
th^ teguments, heat in the legs and feet, from which it 
is naturally withdrawn. 

Bleeding has long since been tried. It almost always 
produces immediate relief, but it also appears to have 
often hastened death. 

As the blood never flows but with extreme difficulty, 
on account of its thickness and almost coagulated state 
in the veins, attempts have been made to aid the opera- 
tion of bleeding by placing the patient in a very warm 
bath. This has bad the desired effect ; but it seems ts 
have no influence upon the progress of the disease. 

In very violent cases, calomel has been administered in 
doses of from twenty to thirty grains, mixed with eighty 
drops of laudanum, whilst an equal quantity of laads- 
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nam vas injected into the rectum. The«e enormous 
doses of calomel, re]>eEited a number of times, often 
•ppeu not to have produced the Bhghtest effect upon 
the progreRS of the disease, even in eases where a post- 
mortem examination has efaown the ealomel retained hj 
a tIbcous liquid to the costiag of the stomach, which it 
bad yiolently inflamed. 

What surprises me most in Dr. Aiaslie's work, is 
A &ct in medical statistics, which is undeniable, and 
shows that of several thousands of British and Indian 
soldiers who in the course of a few years have entered 
the hospital of the Presidency of Madras, as Cholera 
patients, the British and Indians have fallen victims to 
the disorder in equal proportions, and the number of 
deaths has been one in four of the total number of 
patients. 

Hence it follows, that Cholera appears generally of » 
les» deadly nature in the South of India than in the 
Deccan and Hindoatan, where the proportion of deaths 
is said to be much greater. 



ILLNESS OF SOUDINE. 

Pooiiah, Juls iS32. 

SeVDiss, my Hindoo servant, five and twenty years 
of age, in my service during the last eighteen months, 
always enjoying perfect health, leading an extremely 
regular life, abstaining from all kinds of spirituous 
liquors, and almost entirely from animal food, was seized 
on Friday evening, July 5th, nith a bowel complaint 
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The alviae evacuations were very nnmeroua, but not 
copious, and were followed by Tomiting in the eoorse of 
an hour. It was then only that his illness was reported 
to tae, and that I nitneiaed it> At seyen in the btcb- 
in^ his iittitade anneonced great prostration of strength- 
He complaioed of teneflmns ; the pulse was very weak, 
the feet were a little cold. The evacuations, both from 
the stomach and the rectnm, succeeded escb other 
rapidly, more than ten times in an hour. They were com- 
posed of a floid, a little viscid, though thick, of a grey- 
ish white, and without smell. The patient was pat to bed 
and warmly covered; bottles of hot water were applied 
to the feet, hot napkins placed upon the abdomen, and 
twenty drops of ammonia were administered in a table- 
spooufnl of water. The patient swallowed this bnmiDg' 
draught without complaining, but the stomach rejected 
it two minutes after. From seven o'clock to eleven at 
night, other similar doseg were given, in the intervals 
when the natural vomiting was quieted ; but the patient 
did not retain one of them more than three minutes. 
With one of these doses I mixed twenty drops of lauda- 
num ; he threw it np the instant it was swallowed. 

The natural heat rapidly left the extremities; the 
feet were colder than the hands ; the lege became cold, 
and also the arms ; the breathing became hard, the body 
gradually cold ; but the patient often complained of an 
insupportable heat that hnmed all over him, and made 
bim throw o£F the bed<dothes with violence. He tare 
off his own dothes, and asked to be left naked. These 
sudden and transient Invasions of heat were perceptible 
only by a momentary increase of natural heat in the 
body. On the forehead alone there was a cdid and 
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clammy perephatton, but the coldneBB of the leg« 
remained unchanged. 

There were cramps in the legs, and spasms in the 
muscles of the Kbd omen, during tha attacks of internal 
heat. 

The skin of the palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet, became hard and rongh. The nails lost their colour 
and turned white. The eyes became gradually hollow, 
and were surrounded by a smaller, deeper, and blacker 
internal circle, and by a larger circle on a level with the 
saperior border of the maxillary bone, on the bony sum- 
U)t of the lower part (rfthe orbit. Their motion slack- 
ened, uid their brilliancy faded. 

At midnight I administered to the patient eight 
grains of calomel, dilated in a ^oonfal of sngar and 
water aromatised. 

But the efforts produced by vomiting, which constantly 
came on after an interval of a few minutes, without be- 
ing accelerated by the remedy, expelled the draught, 
at least in great part, whenever they b^i&n. 

At one o'clodc in the morning of Saturday, I ad- 
ministered the same quantity of calomel, mixed with 
twenty drops of landmnm ; it was thrown up in the 
course of two minutes. 

I passed the remainder of the night without giving 
the patient any thing to drink except a litde sugar and 
water, when he complained of thirst, which happened 
-only during the sudden attacks of internal beat. 

On Saturday morning there was no pulse, except at 
intervals, and after the conrulsire efforts produced by 
vomiting, but all the symptoms of the preceding day 
were aggravated. The legs were colder, the eyes more 
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tanken ; the features were altered and cadarerons. The 
purging and Tomiting contmned during the night. Be- 
tween the intei^a of Toiuiting the patient dozed ; be 
was conacioos, bnt funtl^ so. 

At eight in the morning, in an interval of compartx- 
tire calmness I administered a drai^ht (^laudanum 
and sab-carbonate of ammonia, edolcorated and aro- 
' matised with essence of mint. 

The evacuations, which were already less frequent 
before this remedy, continued to decrease, and were less 
copious, bat they did not vary in th^r nature. The 
general prostration of strength continued. About noon, 
the patient had violent cramps. Durii^ these nervous 
paroxysms, he comjdained of dreadful internal heat. It 
did not affect his extremities, but momentarily warmed 
his arms and thighs, and covered his forehead and body 
with a clammy perspiration, which instantly grew cold. 
The pnlse then beat for a moment, but weak and irre* 
guUr. The feeling of universal burning uf which the 
patient com^Jained during the spasmodic fits, continued 
for some time after the spasms in the abdomen and sto- 
mach were past. 

During the day I directed a spoonful of sugar and 
water to be given to the patient, whenever he asked ibr 
drink, which he did but seldom. The vomitings now 
took |dace only five or six times an hour, and the alvine 
evacuations two or three times. 

At four o'clock in the evening, another dose of the 
morning draught was given ; this was also rejected, in 
the course of ten minutes, at the first effort produced by 
the vomiting. 

The breathing now became more difficult, and all the 
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other symptoms more aggravated. The patient's atrengtli 
decreased graduallf, the coldness continued, and sensi- 
bility diminished. During the night the patient was 
pureed less often, and was comatose duriog the intervale 
of repose. Two doses, of eight grains of calomel each, 
were administered as on Friday, on the Satnrday even- 
ing towards night, and each remained in the stomach at 
least a qnarter of an hour. 

On Sunday morning, the patient could scarcely hear 
or aee any thing ; he however knew my voice, when I 
called him by name. His eyes were fised and dull, as if 
he had been dead ; he however told me he could still see 
me, but confiisedly. At eight o'clock I made him take 
a pill of three grains of calomel and one grain of g^mmy 
extract of opium, which he s:wallowed with great difB- 
culty. The attendants nibbed his abdomen with hot 
napkins imbibed with laudanum, to assuage the violent 
pains of which he complained in that part. Thebottles 
of hot water held under his feet from the very beginning 
of the attack, never warmed them, not even the surface 
of the skin, which remained cold when placed upon the 
boiling water. 

He now vomited no longer, nor had he any alvine 
evacuations. His head became heavy, his breathing 
embarrassed and difficult. His whole body was covered 
with perspiration, and after this last effort of nature, 
and a few moments of rattling in the throat, he expired 
without convulsions, at half-past nine in the morning. 

Not one of the remedies administered to the patient 
had the slightest effect npon the progress of the disease. 
The absorbent powers of the stomach were no doubt 
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entirety suspended, and ttiat or^n, inatead of absorbing 
only secreted the matter of the evEtcuations. 

The secretion of the urine was suppressed firam the 
rsrj banning. 

The disease histed about forty hours, without a mo- 
ment's abatement, until the death of the patient. The 
prostration of strength alone appears to have moderated 
the violence of the evacuations, fifteen or twenty hours 
after the attack. The patient, overcome by th« &tigue 
and the prostration of strength occasioned by his eser- 
tions, when these exertions did not produce excruciating 
pain, appeared, from the first moment I saw him, absorbed 
in himself, and deprived of all pow%r of reflection. Then; 
was no disturbance in the intellectual faculties, no deli- 
rium, but a heaviness which unceasingly increased. For 
nearly an honr before his death, he was in a state of 
stupor. In no stage of the disorder did he appear 
alarmed, or even anxiousj respecting its termination. 
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PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE 
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